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XIX. Defersption of Fucus dafyphyllus. By Thomas Fenkinfon
Woodward, Efg. F. L. S.

Read Oét. 2, 1792,

FUCUS DASYPHYLLUS. Tas 23 f 1.

F. fronde cartilagined ramofiffima; ramis filiformibus fubfimpli-
cibus, foliis cylindricis obtufis bafi attenuatis {parfis.

Defe. HE frons is bright red, cartilaginous, but confiderably

gelatinous and tender, pellucid, from four to fix inches
high ; divided immediately from the root, which is not fibrous but
difcoid, into very numerous branches; thefe are either fimple or again
flightly branched, filiform, the fize of {mall pack-thread, termi-
nating in a blunt point. The lower part of the branches nearly
naked; the upper clothed, but not very thickly, with leaves
growing without order, from one to four lines long, and about
half a line broad, the longeft below, and growing gradually thorter
as they approach the upper part of the branch ; cylindrical, termi-
nating in a blunt point, and very much attenuated towards their
infertion ; in fubftance very tender and gelatinous, of a paler red

than the branches, and fometimes tinged with green. Some of
thefe
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thefe leaves are proliferous, having others more minute growing
from their fides.

The fruification confifts of minute {feffile tubercles, numerous,
but placed without order on the lower part of the principal
branches, and fometimes, but rarely, on the leaves; dark red, fo
{mall as {carcely to be diftinguifthed by the naked eye, unlefs the
piant be moiftened, but eafily difcernible with a common eye-
glafs.

The whole plant has fomewhat of a granulated appearance,
which, added to the gelatinous nature of the frons, has occafion-
ed it to be {uppofed an Ulva; but this appearance is fallaci-
ous, the granulations under the microfcope proving to. be no-
thing more than the {ubftance of the frons, in this refpe&t
agreeing with Fucus rubens, which fubmitted to the fame exami~
nation has a fimilar appearance.

This Alga was\ﬁr{’c found a few years fince, wathed up by the
tide at Yarmouth, by Mr. L. Wigg, an affociate of this Society ;
and was then pronounced, by a highly refpeétable botanift, to be
the Ulva filiformis of Hudfon; but it does not dccord with the fpe-
cific charaéter of that plant in the Flre Anglica, and whether
it be at all defcribed in that work feems very doubtful. At any
rate the fru€lification, confifting of diftincét tubercles totally
projecting from the fubftance of the frons, fufficiently point it out
to be a Fucus.

Its place in the Syftem is next to Fucus ovalis (F1. Ang.), which,
in the {ubftance of the frons, and form and difpofition of the
leaves, it confiderably refembles, confequently in the fubdivifion,
< foliis difinétis; but as it is evident that both thefe plants have
flethy leaves, not differing in {ubftance from the reft of the frons,

they
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they ought rather perhaps to be placed in the fubdivifion ¢ fronds

gerett)

Encristu Namg, Thick-leaved Fucus. Duration. ?

Hag. Cromer on the coaft of Norfolk.—The frultification firft dif-
covered by Mr. Wigg, on a {pecimen found on the beach at Yaw

mouth in June 1792

Tas. 23.

Fig. 1, reprefents the whole plant.
2, a branch in fruétification.
3, the fame magnified.
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