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Revision of the African genus Tessmannia (leguminosae 
– Detarioideae), including seven new species

Xander M. van der Burgt1 & Frans J. Breteler2

Summary. The genus Tessmannia Harms (Leguminosae – Detarioideae) consists of 24 species. The genus is mor-

Sindora Miq. and Sindoropsis J.Léonard 

are closely related to the genus Tessmannia Tessmannia 

tall. Tessmannia
Tessmannia bambi-

diensis Breteler & Burgt, T. grandifoliola Burgt, T. media Breteler & Burgt,  Burgt, T. neglecta Breteler & 

Burgt, T. nervosa Breteler & Burgt and T. tanzaniensis -

cies. Tessmannia anomala  J.Léonard is named T. microphylla T. dewildemaniana 

 leucocalyx Harms is named T. macrantha T. martiniana  pauloi J.Léonard 

is named T. pauloi (J.Léonard) Burgt. Tessmannia tanzaniensis
Tessmannia species. 

Key Words.
Sindora, Sindoropsis, Tanzania

Introduction
Tessmannia Harms is a genus of trees, occurring in tropical 

Tessmannia is placed in the Legumi-

). Tessmannia 

-

Tessmannia -

Tessmannia 
africana
a second species T. parvifolia ) 

Tessmannia. These 

Baikiaea T. 
anomala B. anomala Micheli 

T. lescrauwaetii
as B. lescrauwaetii -

Tessmannia T. densi-
 Harms, T. dewildemaniana Harms, T. dewildemaniana 

. leucocalyx Harms and T. martiniana
T. burttii

nine. One of these nine species, T. parvifolia
synonymised under T. anomala -

T. claessensii
later synonymised under T. africana T. moe-
siekei T. anomala. Tess-
mannia baikiaeoides
(Hutchinson & Dalziel , 

Tessmannia
T. anomala  J.Léonard, T. 
copallifera J.Léonard, T. dawei J.Léonard, T. martiniana 

pauloi J.Léonard and T. yangambiensis Louis 

T. camoneana
Tess-

mannia
, 

Tessmannia Tessmannia
includes the type species of the genus (synonym glandu-
lososepalae J.Léonard) and section pilososepalae J.Léonard.

Tessmannia korupensis Burgt ( ). 
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Tessmannia 

et al. 

et al. ( ) mention 

T. 
bambidiensis Breteler ined., T. macrantha Breteler ined., 

T. neglecta Breteler ined. and T. nervosa Breteler ined. The 

), Tessmannia 
media sp. nov. appears only on one of the sheets of the 

collection Breteler

names.

Tessmannia
trees from rain forest, or trees from gallery forest and 

, -

mitt et al. ). The genus is character-

-

, 

et al. ). This paper 

Tessmannia, using mor-

phological characteristics. The genus is morphologically 

Materials and Methods
-

-

-

georeferenced using Bamps (

-

(

or found on only one of many collections. The minimum 

-

a collection consisted of fertile material and sterile mate-

-

-

-

-

Tessmannia

-

Tessmannia 
martiniana

protologue (Harms 

Tessmannia
the same author (Harms , , , ) and 

T. martiniana

, 

2024). The extent of occurrence and the area of occu-

). The most 

2024

-

length of each Tessmannia
2024
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generation length, Tessmannia

Taxonomic Results
The genus Tessmannia ). 

Tessmannia 
bambidiensis Breteler & Burgt, T. grandifoliola Burgt, T. 
media Breteler & Burgt,  Burgt, T. neglecta 

Breteler & Burgt, T. nervosa Breteler & Burgt and T. 

tanzaniensis
Tessmannia anomala  

flamignii J.Léonard is named T. microphylla T. 
dewildemaniana  leucocalyx Harms is named T. 
macrantha T. martiniana  
pauloi J.Léonard is named T. pauloi (J.Léonard) Burgt.

 lists the 

). 

Table 1.  the main characters that distinguish the 24 species in the genus Tessmannia. the species are sorted in ascending order 

Tessmannia 

species

Leaves Flowers Fruits Other distinctive 

characteristics 
length
(mm)

length 
(mm)

(cm)

T. copallifera 2.0 0 – 50

T. nervosa
T. bambidiensis 2.5 0 – 2

T. macrantha 4 – 5 0 – 5

T. korupensis

T. baikiaeoides 5.0 4 – 6

T. dewildema-
niana appressed hairy

T. grandifoliola 5.2
hairy

T. camoneana 5.4 4 or 6, 

even

T. tanzaniensis 5.5

0 – 20
sutures hairy

T. burttii 5 – 9 (– 10)

T. dawei 6, 8 or 10,  

even glands

T. africana 7 – 10 (– 11)
spiny capitate glands

T. pauloi
T. martiniana 9 – 12

T. media 9 – 12 (– 13)

T. yangambi-
ensis

12 – 16

T. lescrauwaetii 12 – 17
capitate glands

T. anomala 0 – 50

T. neglecta
spiny

spiny

T. microphylla

T. princeps 42.0 5
emarginate
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Fig. 1.  A single leaf of each of the 24 species of Tessmannia. All leaves are illustrated on the same scale. A leaf was drawn 

drawings except one were made from the type collections; often other fertile collections were used as well. the drawing of Tess-
mannia martiniana was made from the latin description (see methods). drawn by xander van der burgt. 
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Fig. 1.  (continued)
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2

Tessmannia Harms 
Léonard -

nard 

-

et al. 2005

et al. et al. 
Tessmannia africana Harms.

-

persistent or caducous, leafy, green, sparsely hairy 

-

-

T. anomala and 

T. microphylla -

length of the petiolule is shorter on the adaxial side 

-

-

-

short filaments, the adaxial stamen short and free, 

-

-

-

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia species occur in tropi-

-

-

-

.

HABITAT. Tessmannia species occur in 

of Tessmannia -

cies of Tessmannia are found in seasonally dry forest, 

Tessmannia species occur at 

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. -

all studied collections and their co-ordinates is sup-

836
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Fig. 2.  Tessmannia
Flower buds were drawn with shortest and longest recorded pedicel length. All drawings except one were made from the type 
collections; often other fertile collections were used as well. the drawing of Tessmannia martiniana was made from the latin 
description (see methods). drawn by xander van der burgt.
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Tessmannia

collections of T. anomala or T. neglecta from seedlings, 

-

Gauchotte
-

collections determined to Tessmannia
).

CONSERVATION STATUS. -

ries and criteria of each Tessmannia species are assessed 

-

2. The species are assessed to the fol-

-

ECOLOGY. Tessmannia species 

for example, T. africana, T. anomala and T. korupensis 
(Burgt 

T. baikiaeoides
and T. dawei

Tessmannia species are the host of the para-

sitic plant species Chlamydophytum aphyllum
T. africana, T. 

anomala, T. dewildemaniana  leucocalyx T. mac-
rantha) or T. lescrauwaetii (Hallé ).

USES. Tessmannia -

et al. 2005). 

Tessmannia
Tessmannia

used as a source of light (Oslisly et al. ).

NOTES.

character in Tessmannia -

of Tessmannia
T. copallifera

T. princeps
species of Tessmannia

Tessmannia microphylla has the small-

T. korupensis has the 

T. camoneana T. dawei 
T. 

copallifera  usu-

Tessmannia
T. korupensis

Tessmannia are usu-

T. 
copallifera, T. korupensis,  and T. princeps are 

hardly or not emarginate.

Map 1.  Distribution of the genus Tessmannia.
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-

cences occur in a single leaf axil. On some specimens, 

such as Gossweiler Burgt

Tessmannia
Tessmannia -

-

cel, size of sepals and petals and indumentum of sepals. 

Tessmannia

), and 

Burgt ( et al. (2025) present 

Tessmannia Tessmannia 

Tessmannia bai-
kiaeoides
pedicel is an important species characteristic. The inter-

in T. korupensis

T. princeps
T. baikiaeoides

T. africana, T. dawei 

Table 2.  the 24 species in the genus Tessmannia: data used in determining the iuCn conservation status category and criteria. 
iuCn categories: CR = Critically endangered, en = endangered, Vu = Vulnerable, nt = near threatened, lC = least Concern.

Tessmannia 
species

 
of
collections

occurrence 
2)

occupancy 
2)

Maxi-
mum 
height
(m)

-
eration 
length
(years)

category criteria

T. africana 2,040,000

T. anomala 52 50

T. baikiaeoides 25

T. bambidiensis –

T. burttii 52 et 
al. 

T. camoneana 400 50 –

T. copallifera et 
al. 

T. dawei 40 20 –

40 25 et al. 
2020a

T. dewildemani-
ana

4 –

T. grandifoliola 4 –

T. korupensis 24
2020

T. lescrauwaetii 45
2022

T. macrantha –

T. martiniana 4 4 –

T. media 4 4 –

T. microphylla –

20 –

T. neglecta 40 –

T. nervosa 2 4 4 –

T. pauloi –

T. princeps 40 Bianchi et 
al. 2025

T. tanzaniensis 44 20 –

T. yangambi-
ensis et al. 
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and T. lescrauwaetii
including Tessmannia,

2000).

The fruits of four Tessmannia T. 
nervosa. T. pauloi, T. martiniana and T. media ). 

-
waetii and T. neglecta

T. dawei

T. bambidiensis and T. korupensis
those species a dehiscing pod may disperse its seeds to 

-

ent tree. Tessmannia korupensis has the largest pods in the 

on the upper suture of the pod. The seeds of Tessmannia 

dispersal may also exist.

Tessmannia, Sindora and Sindoropsis

The phylogenetic placement of Tessmannia -

et al. ( , et 
al. ( Tessmannia, 
Sindora Miq., Sindoropsis J.Léonard, Detarium Juss. or Copaif-
era et al. -

tologue of the genus Tessmannia, Harms (

that the genus is clearly connected to Sindora. The genus 

Sindora
Sindora klaineana -

). Sindoropsis is a monotypic genus, 

Sindoropsis letestui
(Léonard Letouzey

Detarium occurs 

Copaifera occurs in 

Fig. 3.  Tessmannia baikiaeoides
Burgt 2331. photo: xander van der burgt. 
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concludes that Tessmannia is morphologically a clearly 

Tessmannia ), 

Tessmannia is 

similar. The genus Tessmannia is morphologically clearly 

distinct from the genera Copaifera, Detarium, Sindora and 

Sindoropsis. The genera Copaifera and Detarium

Tessmannia , Sindora 

and Sindoropsis Tessmannia 

of this study), and the fruits of Sindora
those of Tessmannia

).

Key to the 24 species of Tessmannia

Tessmannia

usually emarginate.

2
6
3
4

T. princeps
T. microphylla

5

T. anomala

T. neglecta
7
9

T. copallifera
8

 

....................................................................................................................................................T. bambidiensis

............................................................................................................................................................. T. nervosa
10
11

 

................................................................................................................................................. T. yangambiensis
-

T. lescrauwaetii
12
17

T. dawei
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13

 

...............................................................................................................................................................T. africana

14
 

.......................................................................................................................................................T. burttii
15

T. media
16

T. pauloi
T. martiniana

T. camoneana
18

T. korupensis

19
 

......................................................................................................................................................... T. macrantha

20
 

.............................................................................................................................................................

21
T. tanzaniensis

22
T. grandifoliola

23
T. dewildemaniana

T. baikiaeoides

Table 3.  Comparison of morphological characteristics of Sindora, Sindoropsis and Tessmannia. Morphological characteristics in 
bold indicate differences between the genera.

Sindora Sindoropsis Tessmannia

20 24

Petiolules length 2 – 6 mm 3 – 4 mm 0 – 3 (– 4) mm

Not or faintly oblique Not oblique Oblique

Secondary veins

near petiolule

Fully developed petals 1 1 5

Stamens 10: 2 large, 8 sterile 10: 5 large, 5 medium 10: 5 large, 5 medium
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Tessmannia africana Harms 

Dalziel -

nard et al. 
et al. 

Tessmann

Tessmannia claessensi

Claessens
Tessmannia claessensii

-

, 2, 4.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia africana

2.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CAMEROON.

Burgt

Cheek
Cheek

Ejiofor 

Keay
Letouzey

Letouzey
Letouzey

Letouzey
Letouzey
Letouzey

Letouzey
Letouzey

Letouzey
fr., 22 Oct. 2002, Mackinder
22 Oct. 2002, Mackinder

Onochie
Wilde

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC.

Harris
Harris

Tisserant
Tisserant

Tisserant
EQUATORIAL GUINEA.

Nguema
Parmen-

tier
Senterre

Senterre
Tessmann

GABON.

Breteler
Breteler

Breteler -

Breteler
Breteler

Breteler
Breteler

Florence
Gentry

Le Testu
Le Testu

Le Testu

McPherson
Minkébé

Minkébé
Minkébé

2000, Nguema
Nguema

Nguema
Reitsma
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Saint Aubin 

Sosef
Sosef

Sosef
Tabak 

Wilks CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE). 

Cheek

Douhi
Dowsett-Lemaire

Groulez
Kami

M'Boungou
M'Boungou

Mpandzou
Ndolo Ebika 

Ndolo Ebika
Nkouka Sargos

Sargos CONGO (KINSHASA). 

Bokdam
Bujo

Claessens

Fig. 4.  Tessmannia africana Harms. A tree stem; B mature fruits; C mature fruit with resin drops. From Burgt 1947. photos: xan-

der van der burgt.

Map 2.  Distribution of Tessmannia africana.
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Declercq
Dubois

Dubois
Flamigni
Gereau Gilbert 

Gilbert
Gilbert

Gilbert
Gilbert

Gillardin
Gutzwiller

Hart
Hombert

Hombert
Hombert

Jacques
Léonard

Louis
Louis

Louis
Louis Louis 

Louis

Louis
Louis

Louis
Louis
Meiren Michelson 

Michelson
Michelson Michelson

Michel-
son Michelson

Tailfer
Tondeur

Wagemans
Wagemans

HABITAT. Tessmannia africana occurs in rain forest on 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia africana

-

) 

-

-

remain. Tessmannia africana -

2, this 

assessment is supported.

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia africana
-

-

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia africana is named after the 

VERNACULAR NAME. Breteler -

gha (Wilks
-

Tisserant

Harris
Louis

USES. Tessmannia africana -

).

NOTES. Tessmannia africana -

-

of Burgt -

Tessmannia africana can easily 

other species of Tessmannia
-

ferent shape (Fig. ). Tessmannia africana

Tess-
 and T. neglecta

The pedicel and sepals of T. africana
-

T. lescrauwaetii has capitate glands, not only on the 

T. 
dawei T. africana.

Tessmannia africana. These 

Tessmannia anomala (Micheli) Harms 

-

nard et al. et al. 
( Baikiaea anomala Micheli 

E.
Laurent
Tessmannia anomala . anomala 

J.Léonard 
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Tessmannia moesiekei

Moesieke

Tessmannia parvifolia Harms -

Mildbraed

-

-

, 2, 5.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia anomala -

. The spe-

Lejoly

T. anomala et al. ( T. 
anomala or T. neglecta.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CAMEROON.

Burgt
Letouzey

Letouzey
Mildbraed

Mildbraed
Thomas GABON. 

Le Testu
Reitsma

Reitsma
Reitsma

Valkenburg 

Valkenburg 

Valkenburg 

Wilks
Wilks CONGO (KINSHASA).

July 2000, Amsini
Bermejo Boyekoli 
Ebale 2010 Expedition

Dechamps
Dechamps

Donis
Dubois

Evrard
Evrard

Germain
Ghesquière Gilbert

Gilbert
Gilbert

Hart
Hart
Hulstaert

Jespersen Laurent s.n. 

Léo-
nard
Liégeois Louis 2404 

Louis
Louis

Louis
Louis

Louis
Louis

Louis
Maudoux 

Meiren
Michelson

Michelson Moesieke s.n. 

Pierlot Pierlot
Solheid

HABITAT. Tessmannia anomala

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia anomala

extent of occurrence are expected to contain popu-

) imagery 
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-

Tessmannia anomala
T. anomala specimens 

used in that assessment are here identified to T. 
neglecta, and some other T. anomala specimens could 

-

2, the assessment Least 

T. anomala is supported.

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia anomala

ETYMOLOGY. The species name of Tessmannia anomala 

any other species of Baikiaea T. 
anomala
VERNACULAR NAME.

Amsini

Dechamps -

Louis).
USES.

light (Louis

NOTES. Tessmannia anomala
T. neglecta

T. anomala. The dif-

-

ognition and notes of T. neglecta. Tessmannia moesiekei 

Fig. 5.  Tessmannia anomala (Micheli) Harms. A tree stem; B tree crown. From Burgt 2228. photos: xander van der burgt.

Map 3.  Distribution of Tessmannia anomala.
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and T. parvifolia T. 
anomala Moesieke Mild-
braed

-

T. anomala and 

T. neglecta
see notes of T. neglecta.

Tessmannia baikiaeoides Hutch. & Dalziel (Hutchinson 

& Dalziel 

G. 
Aylmer

et al. -

baikiaeoides

Baikiaea Benth.

-

-

densely hairy on the outer surface, hairs on sutures 

mm. Fig , 2, , .

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia baikiaeoides
4.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. GUINEA.

Bidault

Bilivogui
Burgt

Burgt

Cheek
Cheek

Cheek
Haba

Haba 

Jongkind 

Jongkind 

Jongkind 

Konomou

Konomou
Molmou

Nimba Team 

Schnell 
Schnell

SIERRA LEONE. Aylmer
Burgt 

Burgt

Burgt 

Burgt
Deighton

Momoh 

Sawyerr
Small LIBERIA.

Adam
Adames

Jongkind
Jongkind

Jongkind 

Voorhoeve 
IVORY COAST.

Aubréville
HABITAT. Tessmannia baikiaeoides occurs in forest along 

Cryptosepalum tetraphyllum
m altitude.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia baikiaeoides is 

-
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Fig. 6.  Tessmannia baikiaeoides Hutch. & Dalziel. A B
C fruit with resin drops; D seeds with aril; E

third sepal, inner surface of second and fourth sepal; F abaxial petals outer and inner surface, lateral petals outer and inner sur-
face, adaxial petal outer surface; G 9 partially fused stamens of which 5 long and 4 short, one short free stamen, pistil. A, B, E 
– G from Burgt 2331; C from Burgt 1433; D from Burgt 2079. drawn by xander van der burgt.
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Fig. 7.  Tessmannia baikiaeoides Hutch. & Dalziel. A B
long fertile stamens and 5 shorter fertile stamens; C fruit with resin drops; D seeds with aril. A, B from Burgt 1571; C from Burgt 
1433; D from Burgt 2079. photos: xander van der burgt.

Map 4.  Distribution of Tessmannia baikiaeoides.

Tessmannia baikiaeoides
-

2, the assessment is supported.

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia baikiaeoides -

ETYMOLOGY. The species name of Tessmannia baikiae-
oides Baiki-
aea (Leguminosae - Detarioideae).

VERNACULAR NAME. Fulayindi (Sawyer
(Deighton

Adames
USES. -

Adames
Sawyer ).

NOTES. Tessmannia baikiaeoides
to T. burttii
species are medium-sized trees and seem to occupy 
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T. burttii is found at much 

T. baikiaeoides
of T. burttii T. 
baikiaeoides. These seeds are stored at the Millennium 

Tessmannia bambidiensis Breteler & Burgt sp. nov. 

F. J. Breteler

Tessmannia bambidiensis et al. 

-

-

-

cence a raceme or compound raceme, axis to 4 cm long, 

-

-

, 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia bambidiensis morphologically 

T. nervosa. T. 
bambidiensis T. nervosa T. 
bambidiensis

T. ner-
vosa T. nervosa 

T. bam-
bidiensis T. nervosa

T. bambidiensis
T. nervosa

T. bambidiensis
mm long, the petiole of T. nervosa
DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia bambidiensis is endemic to the 

Map 5.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. GABON. Ogooué-Lolo, near 

Breteler

Breteler 

McPherson
HABITAT. Tessmannia bambidiensis occurs in rain forest, 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia bambidiensis is 

) 

in logging concessions, near logging roads, in areas 

small-scale farming around the collecting locality, 

-

2, Tessmannia bambidiensis is here 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia bambidiensis -

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia bambidiensis is named after 

VERNACULAR NAME.

Map 5.  Distribution of Tessmannia bambidiensis.

851
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Fig. 8.  Tessmannia bambidiensis Breteler & Burgt. A twig with leaf and young fruit; B
C D seeds; E fruit with a single gland. A from McPherson 16256; B, C from Breteler 13201; D, E from 

Breteler 15201. drawn by lucy t. smith.
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USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia bambidiensis and T. 
nervosa T. nervosa. 

T. bambidiensis

T. bambidiensis 
T. korupensis and T. nervosa.

Tessmannia burttii Harms 
et al. 

et al. 
-

B. D. Burtt
-

, 2, .

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia burttii
.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CONGO (KINSHASA).

De Witte

Meerts & Hasson
Schmitz TAN-

ZANIA.

Abeid

Abeid
Dec. 2002, Abeid
2002, Abeid Abeid 

Abeid 

Abeid 

Bidgood
Bidgood

Mbago
Procter

ZAMBIA.

Burtt

Fanshawe

Holmes -

Léonard
HABITAT. Tessmannia burttii

altitude.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia burttii

-

T. burttii -

-

est remain. Tessmannia burttii
et al. 

2, this assessment is supported.
PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia burttii

fruiting collection from May.

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia burttii is named after the col-

lector of the type specimen.

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

Burtt 

NOTES. The collection Meerts & Hasson

T. burttii

T. dewildemaniana could 
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T. burttii
T. 

burttii
T. tanzaniensis. Mligo et al. ( ) 

note that T. burttii
T. 

tanzaniensis.

Tessmannia camoneana Torre 

J. B. Teixeira 

-

-

-

mm long, fruits densely hairy on the outer surface, hairs 

, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia camoneana is endemic to the 

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. ANGOLA.

Catarino

Teixeira 

Teixeira

Teixeira
HABITAT. Tessmannia camoneana -

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia camoneana

Fig. 9.  Tessmannia burttii Harms. A B
young fruits. From Meerts & Hasson 100. photos: michel hasson. 

Map 6.  Distribution of Tessmannia burttii.
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type locality. The species is endemic to the Quicama 
2 in size and is located 

) 

-

-
2 2. 

(2024 2, Tessmannia camone-
ana ) 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia camoneana
fruits in July.

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia camoneana is named after Luís 

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia camoneana

three other Tessmannia
T. copallifera has 2 leaf-

lets, T. dawei  has 

Tessmannia camoneana is the only spe-

cies of Tessmannia
tall and multi-stemmed. Tessmannia dawei

-

Tessmannia copallifera J.Léonard et al. 

A. Michelson

-

-

, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia copallifera is endemic to 

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CONGO (KINSHASA).

Claessens
Dechamps

Evrard 

Evrard
Evrard -

Hulstaert
Hulstaert

Michelson

HABITAT. Tessmannia copallifera occurs in rain forest on 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia copallifera

Map 7.  Distribution of Tessmannia camoneana.
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-

ment. Tessmannia copallifera
et al. 

2, this assessment is supported.

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia copallifera

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia copallifera is named after the 

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES. Evrard
Hulstaert
NOTES. Tessmannia copallifera -

Tessmannia copallifera, Dechamps
-

Claessens
Macrolobium diphyllum Harms. Léonard (

Amherstieae sp. 
), 

Léonard ( Macrolo-
bium diphyllum

Tessmannia
T. copallifera and 

citing all four specimens (Léonard 

Tessmannia dawei J.Léonard 

M. T. Dawe

in capitate glands (inland specimens only), hairs to 

mm long, fruits densely hairy on the outer surface, 

, 2, .

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia dawei 
-

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. ANGOLA. -

Dawe

Teixeira CONGO (BRAZ-

ZAVILLE). Foresta

Kami

Kami
Kami 

Kami
Mpandzou

Mpandzou
Mpandzou

Map 8.  Distribution of Tessmannia copallifera.
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Mpandzou CONGO (KINSHASA). 

Hardy
Hardy

Schmitz 

Wagemans
Wagemans

Wagemans

HABITAT. Tessmannia dawei occurs in forest on coastal 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia dawei

-

T. dawei
-

T. dawei recorded there 

-

T. dawei

farming around the other collection localities, and some 

-

Fig. 10.  Tessmannia dawei J.léonard. A tree stem; B Kami 1363. photos: xander 

van der burgt.

Map 9.  Distribution of Tessmannia dawei.
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2, 

Tessmannia dawei is here preliminarily assessed to the 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia dawei

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia dawei is named after the col-

lector of the type specimen.

VERNACULAR NAME. -

Hardy
USES.

production.

NOTES. Tessmannia dawei

T. lescrauwaetii, to T. cf. 
dawei 4

T. dawei collections 

T. lescrauwaetii

T. lescrauwaetii
4). The 

T. lescrauwaetii are smaller than those of 

T. dawei T. cf. dawei. 
T. 

lescrauwaetii T. dawei 
and T. cf. dawei T. 
dawei

T. cf. 
dawei collections the sepals and pedicel are glandular, 

4).

Tessmannia dawei

T. dawei.

 Harms 

Brulz in Holtz Martin in Holtz -

Ludanga

-

Table 4.  Comparison of Tessmannia dawei sensu stricto, T. lescrauwaetii, and four collections that were previously named to T. 
lescrauwaetii. these four collections are morphologically closer to T. dawei. 

Tessmannia species 
or collection glands located on glands length 

(mm)
located on

T. dawei sensu 
stricto sepals

Hardy -
cence

–

Hardy -
cence

–

Schmitz – – – –

Teixeira
-

cence

T. lescrauwaetii -
cence
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, 2.

DISTRIBUTION.  is endemic to Tan-

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. TANZANIA.

Abeid
Abeid

Coastal Forest 
Research Programme

Couvreur
Brulz in 

Holtz Martin in 
Holtz

Ludanga

Mbago 

Mbago
Mbago

Vollesen
HABITAT. -

Gui-
 and Hymenaea verrucosa

CONSERVATION STATUS. 

Three collectors mention that the species is common 

2 remaining in these three areas. These for-

-

no trees of the original forest remain. These farm-

et al. 2020a

2, this assessment is supported.

PHENOLOGY. 

ETYMOLOGY.  is named after the 

short pedicel, the shortest in the genus, and the large 

VERNACULAR NAME.

(CFRP Abeid 

Ludanga
USES. Tessmannia densi-

Tessmannia species 

et al. , ).

NOTES. The syntypes of , collected 

-

Flora of Tropical 
East Africa (Brenan -

-

ferent from those of the other species of Tessmannia
 

Tessmannia dewildemaniana Harms 
Léonard 

A. Dewevre

E. & M. Laurent

-

Map 10.  Distribution of .
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not seen. Figs , 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia dewildemaniana is endemic 

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CONGO (KINSHASA).

De Wulf
Dewèvre

Laurent
Pauwels

HABITAT. Tessmannia dewildemaniana occurs in rain for-

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia dewildemaniana is 

-

-

-

als, and this is continuing. Tessmannia dewildemani-
ana et 
al. 

2, T. dewilde-
maniana

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia dewildemaniana

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia dewildemaniana is named 

T. dewildemaniana.

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

used locally as a source of light (De Wulf
NOTES. Tessmannia dewildemaniana 

these three sheets consist mostly of loose material 

to T. dewildemaniana,
5

T. burttii, 
see the notes of that species. Four collections from 

T. 
grandifoliola, and six collections from east and south 

Tessmannia grandifoliola Burgt sp. nov. 

Gossweiler -

Map 11.  Distribution of Tessmannia dewildemaniana.
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, 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia grandifoliola morphologically 

T. dewildemaniana
T. dewildemaniana has 

T. grandifo-
liola

-

cence of T. dewildemaniana
long. The pedicel of T. grandifoliola
the pedicel of T. dewildemaniana
hairs on the pedicel and sepals of T. grandifoliola are 

T. dewildemaniana 

are to 0.2 mm long.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia grandifoliola
.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. ANGOLA.

Gossweiler

Santos
CONGO (KINSHASA).

Liben

Schmitz
HABITAT. Tessmannia grandifoliola occurs in gallery for-

-

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia grandifoliola is 

Gossweiler

larger areas of forest present near collecting localities. 

-

2, Tessmannia grandifoliola 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia grandifoliola
ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia grandifoliola is named after its 

Tessmannia

VERNACULAR NAME.

Table 5.  Comparison of Tessmannia dewildemaniana with three other Tessmannia
to T. dewildemaniana Tessmannia species.

Tessmannia Leaf axis 
length

Hairs on 
pedicel

T. burttii

T. dewildemani-
ana

To 0.2 mm Forest

T. grandifoliola

To 0.2 mm Forest

Map 12.  Distribution of Tessmannia grandifoliola.
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Fig. 11.  Tessmannia grandifoliola Burgt. A B
Gossweiler 14105. drawn by xander van der burgt.
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USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia grandifoliola
T. dewildema-

niana T. grandifoliola is gallery forest 

T. dewildemaniana
, is 

to T. dewildemaniana. These species are compared in 

5, in the notes section of T. dewildemaniana.

Tessmannia korupensis Burgt -

X. M. van der Burgt -

-

-

, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia korupensis is endemic to the 

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CAMEROON.

Burgt
Burgt 

Burgt

Burgt -

Ndam
Tchouto Mbatchou

HABITAT. Tessmannia korupensis occurs in rain forest on 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia korupensis
-

T. korupensis

Tessmannia korupensis
2020

2, this assessment is supported.
PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia korupensis

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia korupensis is named after the 

collected.

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia korupensis has the largest pods in the 

-

-

Map 13.   Distribution of Tessmannia korupensis.
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(Burgt 

Tessmannia lescrauwaetii (De Wild.) Harms 
Léonard et al. Baikiaea 
lescrauwaetii

E. L. L. M. Lescrau-
waet

-

-

long, fruits hairy on the outer surface, persistent hairs to 

, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia lescrauwaetii -

-

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CAMEROON.

Letouzey
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC.

Guigonis GABON. Ogooué-Lolo, c. 

Breteler
-

Breteler

Breteler

Breteler

Gentry -

Le Testu

McPherson
Ngok Banak 

Niangadouma

Wieringa
Wieringa

Wieringa
Wieringa

Wilks

Wilks
CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE).

Allanie
Douhi

Grison
Kami

Le Dreau CONGO (KINSHASA). 

fr., Bermejo
Cauwe

Cauwe
Dechamps

Declercq
Declercq
Flamigni

Gillardin -

Jans
Lescrauwaet

Michelson
Tailfer Toka 

Toka
HABITAT. Tessmannia lescrauwaetii occurs in rain forest 

Map 14.  Distribution of Tessmannia lescrauwaetii.
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CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia lescrauwaetii

(

Michelson Tessmannia lescrauwaetii 
2022). 

2, this assessment is supported.

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia lescrauwaetii

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia lescrauwaetii is named after the 

collector of the type specimen.

VERNACULAR NAME.

-

USES.

-

ing, sporting goods and turnery. The tree produces a copal 

).

NOTES. Tessmannia lescrauwaetii is a species from 

closed forest. Four collections from gallery forest in 

T. lescrauwaetii, 
T. dawei T. 

dawei T. media
see the recognition of that species. The pods of T. 
lescrauwaetii and T. africana

long in T. lescrauwaetii T. africana. 

T. lescrauwaetii
T. africana

 and T. neglecta 

Tessmannia macrantha Breteler & Burgt sp. nov. 

F. J. Breteler -

et al. 2005 et al. 

Tessmannia dewildemaniana
Harms 

Cabra

Tessmannia macrantha et al. 

-

-

-

mm long, fruits densely hairy on the outer surface, hairs 

, 2, , 

et al. 2005

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia macrantha morphologically 

T. dewildemaniana
T. dewildemaniana

of T. macrantha
T. dewildemaniana are 

T. macrantha

T. dewildemaniana
T. macrantha are glandular 

T. dewildemaniana

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia macrantha -

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CAMEROON.

Parmentier 

Wieringa EQUATO-

RIAL GUINEA.

Lisowski
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Fig. 12  Tessmannia macrantha Breteler & Burgt. A B C twig with 
mature fruits; D fruit gland. A, B from de Wilde 11379; C, D from Wieringa 5489. drawn by lucy t. smith.
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Lisowski 

Parmentier

Parmentier
Parmentier

Parmentier
GABON.

Breteler

Breteler
Breteler

Houten s.n. 

Jongkind
Lachenaud

Leal

Louis
Maas

Ngok Banak
Ngok Banak

Parmentier

Reitsma
Reitsma

White
White

Wieringa
Wieringa 

Wilde CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE). 

Mpandzou
Nkondi 

Sita 

CONGO (KINSHASA). Cabra
Jans

HABITAT.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia macrantha

Tessmannia macrantha
-

-

-

T. mac-
rantha

resulting in the destruction of forest edges. There has 

-

2, Tessmannia macrantha is here 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia macrantha

ETYMOLOGY. The species name of Tessmannia macran-
tha
VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia macrantha

to T. dewildemaniana  leucocalyx. Tessmannia macran-
tha T. dewildemaniana and the 

collection Cabra
type of Tessmannia dewildemaniana . leucocalyx and 

is here included in T. macrantha. The name leucoca-
lyx et al. ( ), 

in article 24B.2, recommend to retain the name of an 

-

cies. The name leucocalyx

Cabra

T. macrantha -

T. 
macrantha Cabra 

Map 15.  Distribution of Tessmannia macrantha.
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Tessmannia martiniana Harms 

Martin in Holtz 

-

-

mm long, on the outer surface hairy, unequal, lanceolate 

-

, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia martiniana is endemic to Tan-

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. Tessmannia mar-
tiniana
protologue in Harms (

TANZANIA. Mar-
tin in Holtz
HABITAT. Tessmannia martiniana

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia martiniana

other Tessmannia
-

in the country and collected the other four species of 

Tessmannia T. 

martiniana. The type of T. martiniana

2 -

Tessmannia martiniana
et al. 

2, and assuming there is a single location, this 

2024 T. 
martiniana

2024
PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia martiniana

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia martiniana is named after the 

collector of the type specimen.

VERNACULAR NAME. ).

USES. et al. ( , ) stud-

ied chemical compounds found in tissue of Tessmannia 
martiniana martiniana and Tessmannia martiniana
pauloi
T. tanzaniensis
NOTES. Tessmannia martiniana
(

only a single specimen, Martin in Holtz
Flora of 

Tropical East Africa (Brenan ) cites only the type. 

description of T. martiniana

Tessmannia spe-

T. martiniana

the same paper. Harms ( -

T. martiniana
. The maximum size of 

T. martiniana
than in T. burttii T. tanza-
niensis Tessmannia martiniana is 

T. pauloi
the notes section of the description of that species. 

any of the existing specimens of Tessmannia
T. 

burttii T. pauloi T. tanzaniensis 
Tessmannia martiniana

Map 16.  Distribution of Tessmannia martiniana.
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Tessmannia media Breteler & Burgt sp. nov. 

F. J. Breteler

-

and seeds not seen. Figs , 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia media morphologically resem-

T. lescrauwaetii
T. lescrauwaetii

T. media, 

T. lescrauwaetii -

ered in capitate glands. The pedicel of T. media
T. lescrauwaetii

mm long.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia media

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. GABON. Ogooué-Maritime near 

Breteler

HABITAT. Forest patch in mosaic of forest and grass-

at 5 m altitude.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia media

-

Tessmannia
-

in the area around the type locality. The type of T. 
media

the type locality is a forest and grassland mosaic. 

forest edges, increasing the area of grassland and 

-

-

2 2 

2, Tessmannia media is here 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia media

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia media

T. lescrauwaetii and T. dawei

genus Tessmannia are large trees.

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

Map 17.  Distribution of Tessmannia media.
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Fig. 13.  Tessmannia media Breteler & Burgt. A B C
Breteler 14632. drawn by lucy t. smith.
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NOTES. Tessmannia media

Tessmannia

Tessmannia dawei, T. macrantha and 

T. microphylla. Tessmannia media T. lescrau-
waetii

similarities is T. dawei

Tessmannia microphylla Burgt sp. nov. 

F. J. Breteler

Tessmannia anomala  
J.Léonard et al. 

et al. 
Flamigni

-

, 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia microphylla morphologically 

T. anomala
T. anomala

the outer surface of the sepals of T. microphylla are gla-

surface of the sepals of T. anomala are densely hairy. The 

pods of T. microphylla
T. anomala
DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia microphylla -

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. EQUATORIAL GUINEA. Monts de 

Wilks GABON. 

Breteler
Breteler

Breteler

Houten
Minkébé

Wieringa CONGO (KINSHASA). -

Flamigni
Flamigni

Michelson
HABITAT. Tessmannia microphylla occurs in forest on coastal 

-

Flamigni
CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia microphylla is 

the extent of occurrence may contain populations of 

-

occurrences, and that the area of occupancy is an 

Map 18.  Distribution of Tessmannia microphylla.
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some small-scale farming around the collection locali-

-

2, Tessmannia 
microphylla
(

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia microphylla

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia microphylla is named after its 

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia microphylla are much 

smaller than those of T. anomala
Tessmannia microphylla

T. anomala  are here included in T. micro-
phylla. The name 

Turland et al. ( ), in article 24B.2, recommend to 

 is syn-

T. microphylla refers to an 

type, Flamigni
T. microphylla is 

Tessmannia micro-
phylla.

Breteler
Tessmannia 

Flamigni

inrolled than any other species of Tessmannia
Flamigni -

-

Tessmannia seeds, and one 

seeds of Breteler

Tessmannia species.

 Burgt sp. nov. 

Hart -

Fig. 14.  Tessmannia microphylla Burgt. A, B C
lower surface with translucent dots; D mature fruits, one of the fruits has two glands; E seeds. A – C from Breteler 14638; C, D 
from Breteler 13343. drawn by xander van der burgt. 
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-

-

-

, 2, .

RECOGNITION.  morphologically 

T. dewildemaniana
T. dewildemaniana

rachis of 

T. dewildemaniana T. 
T. dewildemaniana are 

persistent. 

-

T. dewildemaniana has larger 

DISTRIBUTION.  occurs in Burundi 

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. BURUNDI.

Michel CONGO (KINSHASA).

Hardy
Hardy -

Hart

Léonard, A.

Pierlot
HABITAT.  occurs in rain forest, 

CONSERVATION STATUS. 

contain populations of this species. The distances 

) imagery 

2, Tessmannia 

(
PHENOLOGY. 

ETYMOLOGY.  is named after its 

Tessmannia

.

VERNACULAR NAME. Pierlot
USES.

NOTES. 

to T. dewildemaniana
here, T. grandifoliola

T. dewildemaniana. These species 

5, in the notes section of T. 
dewildemaniana. The sterile collection Michel
Burundi is included in 

T. burttii Hardy
Hardy

Hardy

T. 

), 

Map 19.  Distribution of .
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Hardy

Tessmannia neglecta Breteler & Burgt sp. nov. 
Le Testu 

Tessmannia neglecta et al. 

-

Fig. 15.   Burgt. A B
Hart 90. drawn by xander van der burgt. 
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-

0 – 2 mm long, fruits densely hairy on the outer sur-

, 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia neglecta morphologically resem-

T. anomala T. neglecta 

T. anomala

T. neglecta
T. anomala T. 

neglecta,

T. anomala -

pods of T. neglecta

pods of T. anomala
0 – 50 raised resin glands, these glands occur only on the 

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia neglecta

Map 20. 

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CAMEROON.

Burgt
Mack-

inder GABON.

Breteler
of Breteler Breteler

Heitz
Le Testu 

Leal
Minkébé 

Minkébé
Morel

Nguema
Breteler Veld-

huizen Wier-
inga CONGO (KINSHASA).

Ghesquière
Liégeois

Meiren CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE).

Burgt
HABITAT. Tessmannia neglecta occurs in rain forest on 

altitude.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia neglecta
-

-

-

T. neglecta

-

-

2, 

Tessmannia neglecta is here preliminarily assessed to the 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia neglecta -

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia neglecta

long time. The type of T. neglecta
VERNACULAR NAME. Burgt
USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia neglecta T. anomala. The 

-

ering material and sterile material from mature trees 

-

Valkenburg 

T. anomala 

(Valkenburg
Breteler Veldhui-

zen T. neglecta (Breteler 

Tessmannia anomala in the Flore du 
Cameroun Flore du Gabon 

-
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Fig. 16.  Tessmannia neglecta Breteler & Burgt. A B C mature fruit; D detail of 
mature fruits with glands; E seeds; F A, B, F from Le Testu 7753; C – E from Breteler 11170. drawn by lucy 

t. smith.
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Liégeois T. neglecta and Liégeois T. anomala. 

Tessmannia anomala and T. neglecta 

Copaifera mildbraedii Harms (Detar-

C. mildbraedii 

T. neglecta
Gilletiodendron glandulosum 

and G. mildbraedii T. anomala 

and T. neglecta Gilletiodendron

to T. anomala, represent Haplocoelum aurantium Burgt, 

Haplocoelum

Tessmannia nervosa Breteler & Burgt sp. nov. 

J. J. Wieringa

Tessmannia nervosa et al. 

-

-

, 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia nervosa morphologically resem-

T. korupensis.
T. korupensis T. nervosa is 

T. korupensis
DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia nervosa is endemic to the 

.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. GABON.

Sosef
Wieringa

HABITAT. Tessmannia nervosa occurs in rain forest, at c. 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia nervosa

-

-

) imagery 

-

-

ging road, in an area that is currently unprotected. The 

-

scale farming around the collecting locality, and much 

2, Tessmannia nervosa is here preliminarily 

Map 20.  Distribution of Tessmannia neglecta.
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Fig. 17.  Tessmannia nervosa Breteler & Burgt. A B C leaf with 3 
Sosef 2100. drawn by lucy t. smith.
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-

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia nervosa

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia nervosa

species of Tessmannia
VERNACULAR NAME.

USES.

NOTES. Tessmannia nervosa is closely related to T. 
bambidiensis

T. bambidiensis. 

T. korupensis Tessmannia korupensis 
T. bambidiensis and T. nervosa 

is different from the leaflets of T. korupensis. These 

The pods of T. nervosa
trees of T. nervosa

-

seed dispersal.

Tessmannia pauloi (J.Léonard) Burgt stat. nov.  
S. Paulo 

Tessmannia martiniana  pauloi J.Léonard, 

Mém.Cl. Sci. Acad. Roy. Sci. Belgique.

-

seeds not seen. Figs , 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia pauloi morphologically resem-

T. martiniana
T. martiniana

of T. pauloi
T. martiniana T. 
pauloi

T. martiniana is up 

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia pauloi is endemic to Tanza-

22.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. TANZANIA.

Mbago
Mbago

Paulo

HABITAT. Tessmannia pauloi

Guibourtia, Tessmannia, Scorodophloeus and 

Hymenaea, and on seashore, at 0 – 400 m altitude.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia pauloi

2

T. pauloi

-

-

Map 21.   Distribution of Tessmannia nervosa.
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2, Tessmannia pauloi is 

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia pauloi

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia pauloi is named after the col-

lector of the type specimen.

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES. et al. ( , ) stud-

ied chemical compounds found in tissue of Tessmannia 
martiniana martiniana and Tessmannia martiniana 

pauloi
species T. tanzaniensis
species.

NOTES. Léonard ( Tessmannia martini-
ana  pauloi, citing a single collection, Paulo -

T. martiniana, Martin 
in Holtz

T. martiniana 

since the Flora of Tropical East Africa (Brenan ) still 

T. martiniana
Harms ( -

ing the description of T. martiniana ) 

Paulo T. martiniana  pauloi 

T. martiniana and 

2.2 cm for T. pauloi

Tessmannia princeps A.Bianchi, Tomasi, Mwakisoma, 
Barbieri & Q.Luke -

Bianchi & 
Mwakisoma

-

-

-

Fig. 18.  Tessmannia pauloi (J.léonard) Burgt. A B Paulo 
152. drawn by xander van der burgt.

Map 22.  Distribution of Tessmannia pauloi.

880



Kew Bulletin (2026) 80:831–888 

© Crown, 2026

Seedlings
, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia princeps is endemic to the 

et al. 
2025 .

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. TANZANIA. -

Bianchi & 
Mwakisoma
HABITAT. Tessmannia princeps occurs in afromontane rain-

et al. 2025).

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia princeps
-

et al. 2025

-

et al. 2025). The extent of 
2

2

2024
2 forest 

T. princeps -

Tessmannia princeps -

-

et al. 2025).

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia princeps

et al. 2025).

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia princeps is named after the 

et al. 2025).

VERNACULAR NAME.

USES. Tessmannia princeps is not 

et al. 2025).

NOTES. Tessmannia princeps

of Tessmannia
-

ured at any other Tessmannia species. The second largest 

T. africana

Tessmannia tanzaniensis Burgt sp. nov. 
Sacleux 

Table 6.  Comparison of the 
description of Tessmannia 
martiniana by Harms (1915b) 
with Paulo 152 (BR, eA, K, 
wAG), the type specimen of 
T. pauloi. 

Tessmannia martiniana
(Harms )

Tessmannia pauloi
(Paulo

densely hairy

2 – 4.5 cm

Map 23.  Distribution of Tessmannia princeps.
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-

, 2, .

RECOGNITION. Tessmannia tanzaniensis morphologically 

T. burttii -

T. burttii
T. burttii 

rachis

T. tanzaniensis
T. burttii

cm. The pedicel of T. tanzaniensis
pedicel of T. burttii
DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia tanzaniensis is endemic to 

24.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. TANZANIA. -

Abeid -

Chemical 
Laboratory

Hawthorne -

Luke
Mbago

Mbago
Mbago -

Mwasumbi
Ndangalasil

Rulangaranga

Sacleux

Suleiman

HABITAT. Tessmannia tanzaniensis -

m altitude.

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia tanzaniensis

et al. T. burttii -

-

-

est remain. These areas are much larger than the for-

2, Tessmannia tanzaniensis is here pre-

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia tanzaniensis

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia tanzaniensis is named after 

VERNACULAR NAME. Mbago 

Chemical Labora-
tory Tanzania s.n.).

USES. Mbago

in churches (Mwasumbi
compounds found in tissue of Tessmannia

et al. , ). These results 

relate to T. tanzaniensis

T. tanzaniensis
of Tessmannia
NOTES. The type of Tessmannia tanzaniensis, Sacleux 

Tessmannia

Tessmannia species. 

Tessmannia tanzaniensis

882



Kew Bulletin (2026) 80:831–888 

© Crown, 2026

Sacleux

). The 

The collection is not cited in the Flora of Tropical 
East Africa (Brenan 

specimen, Mbago
Mbago

the four sheets of Sacleux

The three collections Hawthorne Mbago 

Ndangalasi

from the other collections. They are included in 

Tessmannia tanzaniensis Luke 

Tessmannia tanzaniensis occurs in coastal Tanzania, 

Tessmannia
martiniana and T. pauloi
from those of T. tanzaniensis. The maximum length of 

Fig. 19.  Tessmannia tanzaniensis Burgt. A B
C mature fruit. A, B from Sacleux 1896; C from Mwasumbi 2499 &  3230. drawn by 

xander van der burgt.

Map 24.  Distribution of Tessmannia tanzaniensis. 
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T. tanzanien-
sis -

T. tanzaniensis

Tessmannia yangambiensis Louis ex J.Léonard 

et al. 
J. Louis

-

-

-

-

-

on the outer surface, persistent hairs to 0.2 mm long 

, 2.

DISTRIBUTION. Tessmannia yangambiensis is endemic to 

25.

SPECIMENS EXAMINED. CONGO (KINSHASA). Orientale, 

Gilbert
Gilbert
Léonard

Louis
-

Louis
Louis

Louis 

-

Louis
HABITAT. Tessmannia yangambiensis occurs in rain forest 

CONSERVATION STATUS. Tessmannia yangambiensis is 

) 

of the original forest remain. Tessmannia yangambiensis 

et al. 
2, this assessment is supported.

PHENOLOGY. Tessmannia yangambiensis

ETYMOLOGY. Tessmannia yangambiensis is named after 

VERNACULAR NAME. -

Louis).
USES. The species produces copal (Louis

for light (Léonard ).

NOTES. Three species of Tessmannia are common in 

T. africana, T. anomala 

and T. yangambiensis

Tessmannia yangambiensis

to the surroundings of the most important rain 

forest research station of a country. These three tree 

Map 25.  Distribution of Tessmannia yangambiensis.
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). Tessmannia 
yangambiensis T. lescrauwaetii, a 

T. lescrauwaetii
T. yangambiensis they are 

of T. lescrauwaetii
T. yangambiensis
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