
N a paper which the Liiinean Socicty l i a ~ ~  honoured wit11 :t 

place in the r f i  volurne of tlicir Trantit3ir,ns, page I I r ,  I liavc 
endeavoured to  elucidate the botanical iiiltciy of thc Fcltilca i'p- 
d i cea and A n t 11 ox a 11 t h u m pan i c u 1 n t u 111 o f I> i 11 n ~e ii s, co 11 c 1 u d i 11 g 
thefe graffes, from all the means of information then within m y  
reach, to be one and the Came plant. T h a t  no poEbility of doubt 
might remain, nor the  fynonyms of this obi'cure ipecics want any 
certainty tha t  could be procured, I lafi fummer requefied ProFeKot 
Thunberg  to compare one of my i'peciriieiis nit11 that  in Buri'er's 
Herbarium a t  Upial, which is the only p G t i v c  autliority for after- 
taiiiing what Liniiaus incant by his A nt!ioxanthum panicu1;itum. 
I n  a letter dated Dec. 28, 1791, thc  ProfcKor affures me there is no  
doubt of their perfell identity. 

Knowing myfdf to be the h l e  author of this elucidation, the 
progrefs of which is detailed in the paper nbovc mentioned, it is not 
without iomc furprife tha t  I read in P~-ofr.floi- Valil's 2d fafciculus of 
his Symbola Botanicz, page a?-, thc  inntcr-ial parts of my dilcovery 
given as his own in the following u-orcis. 

Fefiuca fpadicca-Linn. S. 1'. pag. I 18. Gouaii illuftr. r. + 
Anthoxanthuni paniculatum-Linn, S. V. 1'. 73. fiJe Herbarii 

Poa Gerardi. Allion. F1. Pcd. No. 2201. 
Variat calycibus 3-five 5-florio. 
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Now the  nianner in which tliis is expreKed implies that  thc  
author had, from the Linnaean Herbarium, learned Feitucn fpadicen 
and Anthoxanthurn paniculatiim to be the  fame phiit; whereas 
it is fufficiently niariifelt, from m y  former paper, he could never 
have difcovered from tha t  iburce jvliat either of thofe plants was; 
there being nothing in the  Herbarium to reprefent the latter, and 
of the former only an ;mperfe& anonymous fpecimen, placed a t  
t hc  end of  the  genus of Fefiuca, which could never have been ai- 
certained b u t  by the peculiar train of circumfiances which led me 
to the knowledge OF it, and which was certainly never known to 
be Fefiuca flmiicea till it was announced as luch before this So- 
ciety, OA. 5, 1790, that  is, about five years after Profeffor Vahl  
faw the  Herbarium; itill lefs had any botanilt in Europe till then 
fuppofed the fiime Feituca to be Poa Gerardi of Alliani. 


