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40s A h .  c;. Clarkc 011 flrc COCO (11: AIcr. 

skin cntircly srnootli : about half-way Iictwccn the spiracles anti tlic 
posterior terminations of tlic pcctornl fin are situated two large ill- 
dcfincd tubercles. one on each sidc of the body; -two dorsal fins 
situated very far back on the tail ; anterior (loreal entirely behind 
tlic vcntrds ; height of anterior dorsal 2 inches 5 lines, brcndth a t  
1i:~c I inch 2 lines ; length of posterior dorsal 1 inch 3 lines, brcndtli 
at basc 10 lines; pcctornl fins scarcely lobed postcriorly. (Coloitr.) 
Uniform blackish brown nbovc, greyish white bcncntli. 

Differs from tlic T. A’arkc, 7’. inzmacitlafa, 3’. unininculrifo, 
and T. Rancrof/lii, in being of a uniform brownish black above, 
not spotted as in tliosc specics ; from the T. Gnlcani and T. 
viarmorafa (Riss.) it  will bc distinguislicd by tlic edges of tlic 
spiracles bcing smootli, and entirely wanting tlic tooth-like 
processes with which the spiracles of those spccics arc pro- 
vidcd ; it is likcn-isc much more slender tiinn :uiy of tliosc 
spccics. Tlie specific cliaiactcrs arc of C O U ~ S C  pcculiar. The 
spccimcn was talicn in Dublin bay. 

XLVI1.-Some f i ir t l icr  p r t i c u l n r s  of the COCO dc AIcr 

’I’II E germ sprouts indiffcrentiy, from eitlicr sitlc of tlic cleft 
bctw-ecn tlic lobcs, turning downwards in shooting, as rcprc- 
seritcd in this section. It suffices for its vc- 

not necessary that it bc covered, bu t  a shady 
getation that it be placed on tlic earth ; it  is 

situation is indispensable. It puts forth only 
onc leaf a ycar, in general ; but therc arc in- 
stances, it is said, in which two are producctl ; t h y  arc, hotv- 
ever, esceedingly rare. Tlic lcaf at its first appearance is 
folded togcthcr in a most compact manner, so as to rcscmble 
a solid piece. This is moreover guarded by a thick downy 

* To this gcntleinan i re  were indebtcd for the account givcii in  1’. 4 2  
of the Annals. 111 the 51th \olumc of thc Uotanicnl nl;lgazinc, at  tab. 
2734, ni l1  ~ J C  foulid a loiig nlid intcrcstiiig account of this I’olm, dra\\n lip 
by Sir Wiii .  IIooher, froiii the cornmrinicntions of 31r. IIartison, wlio has 
bccn long rcsidciit at the Sc~chcl lcs .  

(Lodoicea secliellaruni). By GEORGE CLAILKE, Esq.* 
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Air. G .  CIarl;t! 011 llrc COCO dc Ncr. 4 09 

tiirc, aiid still morc rcmarki~blc for tlicir 
duration. 

The spntthc is from 20 to 30 inclies 
long, and tlic surfme rcticulated with 
pcrfect rcgularity; the blossoms appear 
at tlic angles, aiid these, by a most won- 
derful contrivance, contiiiuc to  bud 
lbrth for ciglit or tcn years ! ‘I’ivcnty 
blossoms are provided for cach aper- 
turc. Hcrc is a section (by fracture) 
which may convcy sonic idca of tliis 
singular sti-ucture. T h c  colour of the 
spathe is dccp brown, that of thc sta- 
mina briglit ycllow. 

These compartments havc somcwliat 
thc ap~~carancc of diiiiinutirc fir-cones 
at first sight; but if taken out arid es- 
amiricd separately, tlicy appcar very 
different. 

In  tlicir pcrpcndicular position t h y  
appcar thus;  and a scction of thcm 
in tlie snmc direction s1ion.s a slicatli 
for .each flower, mliicli pushcs off its 
prcdccessor, as i t  vcrges to maturity. 
Only one‘ catkin is put forth annually, 
and eiglit or ten are o k n  obscrvablc 
on the same trce, and all flowering. 
Thcrc is only oiic fcinalc trce on the i s h d  of Malid &at bears ; 
and that lios only one ‘drupc, which has bccn on i t  ciglit 
years, and docs not yct givc any indications of falling, 
though it a;?pcars just  ripe. It was produced by suspending 
a malc sparlis on the lcavcs of tlic female trcc, which stands 
alone ; and it was somc rnontlis bciorc thc cffccts of tlic im- 
preguation werc obsciwblc. To wliat age the plant might 
attain, if untouched, it is impossible to say ; but thcrc arc 
inany that thc leaf-marks prove to be nearly 40i) years old, 
: i d  t h y  cshibit no signs of decay. It appcars that tlicy 
thrivc bcst, or ratlicr grow most quickly, in a rich moist soil ; 
but  they arc found in tlic dricst spots, in thc dccaycd granitc 
and in quartzosc sand. They begin to bear a t  fiom twenty- 
five to thirty ycars old. ‘i’hc outside of the stem is cstrcmcly 
liartl and durablc ; tlic insidc is very soft and spongy. Thc 
fcniale blossoms rcscmblc w r y  ~ni ich tliosc of tlic coinrnoii 
cocoa-nut, and a1q)ear to be susccptiblc of impregnation 
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4 10 hIr. Stricklnnd’s Coi>itneiifary 

tvlicii about tlic size of an  cgg. It not unfrcquciitly 1ial)pcns 
that they are but imperfectly impregnated ; in whicli case t h y  
assumc a different form from those in  which tlic process is 
completc, and fall in two or tlirce years. 

The perfect fruit. The abortion. 

Tlie nciglit of an ordinary ripe drupe is from 40 to 50 Ibs. 
I bclicve it invariably happens, that whcn four lobcs are con- 
tnincd in one husk, n-hich is not uncommon, t l i ~ t ~ t l i e y  scpa- 
rate in tlic middle, forming two fruit, only dlstlnguisliable 
from those that grow scparatcly by thc flntncss of the inner 
sides. Those, hoivcvcr, that have three leks are always 
united. 

The number of lobcs of tlie leaves is altogether uncertain, 
varying from twenty-two to forty-five ; nor do the two sides 
a lwa~-s  contain an equal number. 

I liavc only to add to tlie foregoing remarks, that the pollen, 
csamincd by thc microseopc, rcsemblcs in  form a grain of 
barley, with a longitudinal furrow. It is too iniiiutc to prc- 
sent any form to tlic naked eye.-Exhact frona a Leiio-Ji-on~ 
Mr. George C h k e  of Mu?ic!, Z U I ~ ~ C I L  is the Iargesl of the S e p  
clielles group. 

XLVII1.-Coa~1~~e1ztaly 011 hlr. G .  R. Gray’s Genera of 
Birds.’ 6~!0. LO?ZdO?l, 1840. By €1. E. STRICGLAXD, 
Esq., h I A ,  F.G.S., &c. 

MR. GIZAP’S Genera of Birds,’ though n work of no external 
prctensions, is calculated to escrcise a very beneficial iiiflu- 
cnce on the scicnce of ornithology. To the unscientific reader 
it presents only a bare catalogue of names; but the naturalist 
no sooner consults it, than hc finds in it evidcncc of much la- 
borious researcli and sound criticism. The object of this work 
is to give a classification of d l  tlie gcncric groups of tlic Class 
hves, which have been defined by various authors, and to 
append to cadi gcnus a list of the duplicate names which 
tlicse authors have giycn to thc same group, cither through 
ignorance of each other‘s labours, or from thc less escrisnble 
cause of wishing to  introduce their own terms into the sci- 
ence to the csclusion of those given by the original clescri- 
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