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XII. On a Monstrosity of the Pistil in Primula vulgaris. By
CHARLES C. BABINGTON, M.A., F.L.S., F.G.S. &c.

READ 11TH APRIL, 1844.

THE curious monstrosity represented by the annexed rude sketch
has just been sent to me by Mr. J. H. Walton of St. Bees College
in Cumberland. It occupies the place of the pistil, and may be
described as follows :—Within the base of the corolla is situated
a small fleshy cup, from the centre of which springs a
cylindrical stem capped with another shallow fleshy cup
with a wavy margin. An exposed conical placenta, co-
vered with peltate ovules, is seated in the centre of the
latter cup. Thus in place of the ovary is a cup-shaped
body; and the capitate stigma is replaced by a naked
fleshy ovary. Flowers of the usual form and structure
were found upon the same root with two flowers possessing this
curious organ. The other parts of the monstrous flower were not
altered, the stamens retaining their ordinary positiou„ it seems
probable that this singular organ consists of two whorls of ear-
pellary leaves instead of one, as is usual in Primula, and that the
plant was not able to develope the inner whorl sufficiently to allow
it to close over the ovules.
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