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Abstract

The Punnai tree seems an identity for the Tamils who lived very close to them. Two
thousand years ago, the Tamil people lived amidst the Punnai tree. This tree often grows in the river
banks and coastal areas that have pure water reservoirs. Moreover, this variety emits the maximum
amount of oxygen and spread a good fragrance from its flowers. The people of the Sangam age
lived ecologically balanced amid such trees. They trusted them as deities and safeguarded them
with ecological awareness. This chapter details the cultural traditions followed by classical Tamil
People. It details the Punnai (Calophyllum Inophyllum) species geographically and from the
quotations taken from the Sangam literary works. There is ample evidence in Tamil literature to
prove the chronological events politically and spiritually. The people gave more importance to the
trees. It clearly portrayed in the chapter. Today, we are talking about the ecological crisis out of
deforestation but Tamil society from the classical to the present age has extended more importance
to live under the connections of environment. Hence, this chapter brings out the relationship
between Punnai and Tamil culture.

Keywords: Tamil people, Tamil culture, Chronology, Punnai Tree, Sangam literary works.
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(PSITSTT euTLPHS SHLOLPTHefeT euTpailsh speTOMeITd: HVHBHH ST ClGTeTemOWITET ()L
L|GST6W6UT DT HIGET. (JIDIOTHBIGHET HBIHLOTE YNMBISDTHafaD, HLCevrynhiserte b
STRTLILI(HSISTMET. (F)IL|GSTENST LOTHBIGH6T HETEs! T 2 _6T6T BHleVmIGHETD HTedr 6UAT(HLD
6TOTM)| )6VEVTLDEY LOMTHLITBISTET )L Biseflep)b LTSI ST @)edTH] suar(HLD HedTeWLD
2 _ewL weweu. CHTewL_ulled LjsTemestior BlLpedlsy g (3)&6dT wevTH6efl6dT SML|S BMILOGTLD
STHYIV FVBHH YbsL UGS emwCuw wenTllEssTs wrHplal(Bib LeTensr wr Blpsedlsv
Fhml GBI SibSl(HHHTY LTeweT Wrdh STHOL SHVbgleTer  Hbs 6Ty
D SFWBTTV HOUTFID GUATLOTGHLD 6TedTLIGIS GVIUUL$F55H55). FRIGHTVSH D euTLPHS
WEHET GUNEDEDW  HLOYOTTHS UTBIE  HEHMIFGHPHOWLD LTHISTEHS 6UTLPHE
SUDHGIGTOTETT 6TTLIENS ()60 WBIGETET CLpeULD BTLD HMWHhd PSTMHTEGLD. (B)dHBHTEVSH60
STOUTBISEHS G EHay phHElwsgeud CsT(hSSH Inkisemer sulfluml g n@wusTseyld
HT6U6V LOTLOTHEYLD LIW6dTLI(h P ujsiTerevtii.

FBIG BTV LHH6T eubleurh WIGHSNHGHL @ allsrer whHelwsgeudsemsd
QBT (HSHSGI6TOTETT 6TEHTLIGHMEHIVTBIS L{GTEHSTLOTLD LD(hhTI61dDHGH6WTLD Gl&HTesdTL sedTMT&LD.
GeYIld (F)DLOTLD FhI%H HTVHDH6V 6UBISHHL 6V 6T6VMEVUI6Y GBSV BleVSHDH6V Li6iTemesT
rFGFTeMEVURTONS  IIPeWVE I DMGHMS LTHIGHTLL  YTITH  HVbISIGSH
QPOTMTGHLD. HTEUSVLDTLIOTS 6UTTHS L|SSTemerTenl LILPeweVd FnMDeHems YU & ClFiis
Geusir sTeualuiledr HWTLISH H6iTevl] LjedTemedT LFHews Gleul L HFluiest jsirest] bgH1 Guimr
QaTL &%  eTetTenild  Glu@m  eugewTHmIF  OFFlsemer  @)LiLjeiTewedT  LOFLD
T(HSHSIWTSHITMG. CYID LSS @)VESH s STVBISET DT G)LILTENT LOTdHeMSHLI
upPlwg Sreyser LrenTigwl Tl 1gspieTar $lHliLeaTeuTss) Heusit Cahruilswsy emwowitfli (B
B (HEHTORTFIDLUBSHLD — HbBSTHD  CHouryll  LUTEHSHWETL  LITIQUETOTETT  6TITLIG)
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Qupsnassuarorer Il (peTGerTiserTed SCUTPMLUILLL & FBI&S (Vs wLoTer
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2 enruwT(HLD Hewevall o (HaSleV L|ssTewesTLorid @)(HLiLIg) HevT(h) HTEWTLILIL L T6IT. &6M6V6U6dT

SO 67637 HTeRTLD GlHTewTL Tl sTadT) CaHLl & HYBH&HDH Hewevall S DTGLOT 6TewTd: S
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GoussT(HILb. LoewsTenTiLIenLIS &([HHH CeuadT(HLD. LIFeDLOenI 2 (heuTdhd Seuesur(HLD.

Qetempw  peTerTWwbTsSS0l60 BT ST(HSMETW(LD, @QUINEHS 6UATHIGHEDETILD
Qubgiall GLmib. werGerTiger sSLeenTsll GuUaleaTsds @UDens aUOTBIHHET
UTgISSTEHS  Sauplall (B @erm OGFwmens surpalsy HAs@Ger®h &HlLsIECmrib.
wriisemer Geul el B @GefliFrser 6L 1gHemer UTHBIGID CLPL_THEMET  J6HdT6w 63T
allhm gallwid surBiGueuiser staTUsDETBIS ‘umigw Lulleny sewr. CLTEGVEVTLD
suTiq BeuredT 6TOTM susTaTLTH suflGemer @)evflwimeug 2 ewryrGeusidrhib. wrid, ClFig,

C&TiysHafledT  LweTHeweT o awiihgl LS 2 6T6T LOFBIGDOTUITOS| LITSHIHHTSHS
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Couant(D. HBHDHDH SHMV(LPEHMEHE, UTWPHIn gl 2 VHEGmSG il (HF ClFvGeurid. @)ews
@M eureurHmiF  OFwSwrs LB UTTESETWY  F)HT  eDLWSHS(HHMH
T (N 5HIHCBTETH LTSS (phaslwsglaushend 2 ety Cousnr(Hd. HTeVHEHTMID HLOILD
@evsSlwnisafley &HMIFIEGHLPL FIi USHleysHsT BewHLICUTHTD &H(HGSHI(HoUTHBBIS6 YLD
ewwliCumslesrmer. Guwspib  @evsSlwniseflsd USHEHIE S &G eureTHMIF
QFiglsemar GlouaflsClaTant® sur GouswT(hid sTedTm CHToHSHSHMS WLOWILLTHE 6% TesT(H

®)daL_HewTwTeTdl Wi SSTNS|.
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