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parents would have to be pale forms for such lack of 
colour to manifest itself in the hybrid.

In order to determine the floral characters which 
can be reliably and easily used to identify the hy­
brid and to distinguish it from its parents, inflores­
cences were obtained from each of five different 
trees of E. caffra and of E. lysistemon and one tree 
of E. X dyeri in the Durban area. Measurements 
were made of 65 flowers of each parent species and 
of 55 flowers of the hybrid. Those of the corolla 
parts are summarized in Table 2. The apparent 
anomaly of one measurement, vexillum length, 
which is not intermediate in the flower of the hybrid 
vanishes when the relative proportions of the corolla 
parts are considered. These are shown in Table 3 
and Figs 7 & 8.

Shrinkage of flower parts occurs in drying, but the 
relative proportions of these parts do not change. By 
estimating the relative proportions of the corolla 
parts of dry herbarium specimens, rehydrated speci­
mens or fresh material, it is possible to distinguish E. 
caffra, E. lysistemon and the F  ̂ hybrid, E. x dyeri. 
Corolla parts of these three taxa are shown in Fig. 9 
and photographs of living inflorescences in Fig. 10.

The name Erythrina x dyeri is proposed for this 
taxon in honour of Dr R.A. Dyer.
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IRIDACEAE

THE CORRECT CITATION OF MONTBRETIA CROCOSMIIFLORA

The name Montbretia crocosmiiflora is generally 
attributed to Lemoine ex E. Morren in La Belgique 
Horticole 31: 299 & t. 14 (1881). Dr M. P. de Vos 
also cited it in this form in her revision: The African 
genus Crocosmia Planchon, published in Jl S. Afr. 
Bot. 50,4: 497 (1984). However, Morren’s publica­
tion is antedated by an unsigned note in the Floral 
Magazine of October 1881, t. 472, as noted by Dr P. 
J. Kostelijk in The Plantsman 5,4: 248 (1984).

On p. 287 of La Belgique Horticole 31, mention is 
made of the death of Gerard Calopin on 18 Decem­
ber 1881. The issue containing Morrens’s description 
of Montbretia crocosmiaeflora must therefore have 
been published in the last days of December 1881 or 
in 1882, whereas the Floral Magazine is dated Oc­
tober 1881. I am not aware of any data indicating 
that this dating is incorrect.

The editors of the Floral Magazine, Burbidge and 
Dean, must be held responsible for the description

with Fitch’s drawing. It therefore appears that the 
correct citation of the hybrid garden Crocosmia is 
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora (Lemoine ex Burbidge 
& Dean) N.E. Br.

The plants shown in the drawings in La Belgique 
Horticole and in the Floral Magazine are very much 
ahke; they could well belong to the same cuhivar. 
However, it does not seem possible to assign a culti- 
var name to these plants. The firm of Lemoine at 
Nancy introduced the plant into commerce in
1882 (Lemoine, J. Roy. Hort. Soc. 25: 128-132, 
1900-1901). Named selections have been sold from
1883 onwards.
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LAMIACEAE

A  NEW SPECIES OF STACHYS

Stachys comosa Codd, sp. nov., a 5. natalensi 
Hochst. var. galpinii (Briq.) Codd inflorescentia 
compacta, bracteis longioribus et angustioribus dif- 
fert.

Herba, perennis; caules decumbentes, graciles, 
parce ramosi, 0,25-^,4 m longi, villosi. Folia subses- 
silia vel breviter petiolata; lamina ovata vel ovato- 
deltoidea, 20-35 x 14-24 mm, dense villosa, subtus

glanduloso-punctata, apice obtuso, basi truncata vel 
subcordata, margine crenata; petiolus usque ad 7 
mm longus. Inflorescentia compacta, dense villosa, 
30-40 mm longa; bracteae lineari-lanceolatae vel 
lanceolatae, acuminatae, 10-14 mm longae; verticil- 
lastri 2-flori; pedicelli 1 mm longi. Calyx tubuloso- 
campanulatus, 8-10 mm longus, aequaliter 5-denta- 
tus, villosus; tubus 4-5 mm longus; dentes lineari- 
lanceolati, aristati, 4-5 mm longi. Corolla alba vel


