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D u r i n g her ed i t o r i a l a c t i v i t y the t i t l e of th is per iodica was changed f rom Fragmenta Botanica 
to Studia Botanica Hungarica, and the number of sheets inc reased . The size of the Stud. bot . hung, 
was a l te red to br ing i t in to l i ne w i t h the other pe r iod ica l s of the Hungar ian Natura l H i s t o r y Museum. 
ZSUZSANNA BUNKE designed a new cover for th is pe r iod ica l at KOMÄROMY's request . She edited 
al l the a r t i c l e s in Stud. bot . hung, w i th a c r i t i c a l eye and gave the authors considerable f r i end ly 
ass is tance. She put her exper ience of e d i t o r i a l w o r k to good use as technica l c o - e d i t o r i n the F l o r a 
of the Hortobágy National P a r k (HNP) in the t h i r d volume of the Natura l H i s t o r y of the Hungarian 
National P a r k s . 

P . -KOMÁROMY also cont r ibu ted as s o i l - a l g a l special is t (KOMÁROMY 1982) to the F l o r a of 
the H N P . She always s t rove to keep abreast of the latest developments i n her special f i e ld ; she 
was the f i r s t i n the w o r l d to apply s t a t i s t i ca l methods to so i l algology in sc ient i f ic de t e rmina t ion 
based on exper imenta l and object ive methods ÍKOMÁROMY 1969a, b, 1974, 1975a, b, 1976, 1978a, b, 
1982). Her study of soi l alga l i f e - cyc l e s and developmental studies on different alga species made 
an i m p o r t a n t cont r ibu t ion to the c l a r i f i c a t i o n of numerous taxonomical p rob lems in this f i e l d . The 
use of pes t ic ides in a g r i c u l t u r e has resul ted in the operation of new mechanism i n the s o i l . The 
effects o f pest ic ides were measured by exper iments invo lv ing d i f fe ren t chemica l elements and also 
var ious so i l types . Another i n d i r e c t " p o l l u t i o n " p rob lem ar ises i n caves near lamp areas . She was 
w o r k i n g on th is question at the t i m e of her death . 

W i t h her sensit ive approach, she found the appropriate methods for deal ing w i t h comple te s c i ­
entif ic methods and had an exceptional a b i l i t y for c o - w o r k i n g w i t h other specia l i s t s (see i n KOMÁ­
ROMY & KECSKÉS 1976, 1984, 1985, KOMÁROMY & PADISÁK & R A J C Z Y 1985, PADISÁK et a l . 
1985, R A J C Z Y et a l . 1985a, b ) . She was founder of the l i v i n g so i l - a l ga co l l ec t ion i n the Botanical 
Depar tment , a pioneer ing venture in the M u s e u m . Her sc ient i f ic a c t i v i t y dealt w i t h the compara t ive 
a lgological analysis of fores t and a lka l i so i l s , based on th is c o l l e c t i o n . F r o m 1977 she was the 
assistant head of the Botanical Department and she was active i n th is area too . Her greatest a m b i ­
t ion was to find the objective t r u t h , an asp i ra t ion that coincided w i t h her humani ta r ian na tu re . She 
d i rec ted and organized the profess ional c i r c l e for botanical staff member s in the Museum for many 
years , as assistant head. 

I los t in her not only a good c o - w o r k e r , but also a ve ry close f r iend who could br ighten even 
the most d i f f i c u l t t imes w i t h a smi l e and a few cheerful w o r d s . Her in te l l ec t w i l l be sadly missed 
i n the sc ient i f ic f ield and especia l ly in the Botanical Depar tment . Her fears - i f she had any - did 
not prevent her f rom c a r r y i n g out her w o r k w i t h exceptional thorougness and showing in te res t i n 
the p rob l ems of her env i ronmen t . Those of us w h o ' w e r e close to her watched w i t h g rowing concern 
as she g r ew feebler but s t i l l s t rove to meet her obl iga t ions . She died of a long, t o r m e n t i n g i l l nes s , 
but mas te red her f e r r i g h t up to the end, she worked cheer fu l ly , w i t h unbelievable w i l l p o w e r . 
Her two c h i l d r e n , Ági and L a c i , and her husband helped he r in every way they coul ' to ease her 
su f fe r ing . i 
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