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Prof. ANDRAS TERPO - 70 years

Professor TERM started his research activities as student in 1949, After having been
groduated he aimed his research work at the investigations of taxonomical, arcal-
geographical and phyvtocoenological problems of wildgrowing fruit specics

Prof. A. TERPO was born on 13™ of June, 1925 in Vajkovce (okres Kodice), He
attended secondary school in KoSice (1937-44) and in 1951 was graduated from the
Faculty of Horticultural Sciences of Umiversity of Agriculture in Budapest. Under a
supervision of Prof. Z. KARPATI he took his Master of Science degree in 1958 with
distinction of “Summa cum Laude”

In 1962 suggested to found a Botanical Garden in Budapest at the University of
Horticulture, and owing to his effective co-operation this institution came inlo existence
I'he garden got name “Soroksdr Botanical Garden” and professor TERPO was its first
director. In the garden numerous living plant collections of great importance in Hungary
are found, such as Pyrus, Malus, Vitis, Pinus nigra together with populations of some
natural species as Festwca vaginaia, Dianthus serotinus, Iris variegata etc

In 1971 A. TERPO became the head of Department of Botany

Foundation of the Dendrological Section of Hunganan Biological Society and
Committee for Botanical Gardens of Hungarian Academy of Sciences is linked closely
with his as well

He is the author of monograph on Pyrus taxa (1960) and created a system suitable
for determination of European and West-Asian taxa. During his research work he
discovered new relict species and clarified the origin of numerous Pyrus species. His
theses for Ph. [ degree were prepared using the results reached in the field of Pyrus

researches
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Dealing with taxonomical study of Prunus mahaleb he discovered that this species
has two races in Hungary, separated even geographically and having different
characteristics in propagation by nurseries as well.

As far as Capsicum genus is concerned, Hungary has its secondary genecentre. The
results reached by Professor TERPO on Capsicum genus contributed 10 genetical and
breeding work in this ficld. During these studies he dealt with some questions of up to
date nomenclature of cultivated plants introduced also in Hungary.

Professor TERPO researched into the taxonomy and distribution of species of Arum
genus in Europe. He proved a general distribution of this genus, described the area of
Arum alpinum.

Recently he has been dealing with preparation of a monograph concerning Firis
genus. Dunng these works he proved polyphyletic origin of specioids of cultivated
vinegrapes. His statements that two different taxa of Firis live in Pannonian territories
can be evaluated as original discoveries. One of them is Vieis riparia subsp. pannonica,
the other is Vitis syfvestris. The crossings between them gave hybrids important even for
practice. A. TERPO got the degree of Dr, S¢. in this field.

Changes in original flora belong to his field of interest as well. He described
immigration of new species belonging o the genera va, Pamicum, Orobanche, Avena,
Phviolacca. The methods of these investigations were applied to the study of flora of the
Hungarian capital, Budapest,

Scientific work of Prof. TERPG is much appreciated: he became honorary member of
Botanical Society of Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (1982), regional collaborator of
Committee for Flora of Europe and that of Committee for Mapping the Flora of Europe.
In 1985 he received the commemorial medal “G. Mendel™ (Brmo).

Prof. TERPO has had permanent friendly contacts with botanists of Crechoslovakia
and Slovakia since 1953, This botanical cooperation started, when he visited Department
of Botuny of Charles University in Pruha and met Professor J. DOSTAL and Dr, V,
SKALICKY, In the same year he visited the Dept. of Botany and Botanical Garden of P. J,
Safirik University in Kosice. By this moment the collaboration with these institutions
and colleagues started and it lasts up 1o these days.

To the following years we wish prof. Terpd strong health, optimism, creative ideas
and reahization of his intentions in his research into botanical problems. His relentless
working enthusiasm, infectious sound optimism and zeal in botanical rescarch offers an
example for all botanical community,

Long Live!
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