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Abstract. A new form, Salix acutifolia f. pendula 1. V. Belyaeva, N. Y. Stepanova et O. V. Epanch., is described and its distribu-
tion is given. Existing confusion between the names, S. acutifolia ‘Duschanbensis’, S. acutifolia ‘Pendul?’, S. acutifolia ‘Moscow
Cascade’, S. acutifolia var. duschanbensis and S. acutifolia [unranked] pendula is clarified.

Keywords: Salicaceae, Salix acutifolia, new form.

Aunnoranusi. [Ipusoputcst onucanue HoBol dopmbl Salix acutifolia Willd. f. pendula 1. V. Belyaeva, N. Y. Stepanova et
O. V. Epanch. Pasbsichena cyiiecTBytolas myTaHuila B IpuMeHeHnn HasBauuii S. acutifolia ‘Duschanbensis’, S. acutifolia ‘Pen-
dula’, 8. acutifolia ‘Moscow Cascade’, S. acutifolia var. duschanbensis u S. acutifolia [unranked] pendula.

Kmouessle caoBa: Salicaceae, Salix acutifolia, nosast opma.

Working on taxa described by Alexey K. Skvortsov
the authors of the current paper came across the name
Salix acutifolia var. duschanbensis that appeared on two
herbarium sheets at MHA (Figs. 1; 2) and was described
by Skvortsov (1968: 84) as a cultivar Salix acutifolia
‘Duschanbensis’. This plant was cultivated in the Bo-
tanical Garden of Dushanbe, Tajikistan, and brought
by Skvortsov for cultivation in the Botanical Garden
of Moscow State University and in the Tsitsin Main
Botanical Garden of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow for further research. From here this plant was
distributed into other botanic gardens in Russia and
abroad and also into private collections under the names,
S. acutifolia [unranked| pendula and S. acutifolia ‘Pen-
dula’, as a very distinctive ornamental tree with pendu-
lous branches (Fig. 3). Although the cultivar name was
published and established by Skvortsov according to the
rules of ICNCP (Brickell et al., 2016: Art. 27), the other
names, S. acutifolia [unranked] pendula, that was used
widely in garden practice, and S. acutifolia var. duschan-
bensis, which appeared on the labels of the herbarium
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specimens, were not validly published (contrary to Art.
38.1 of ICN, Turland et al., 2018). Furthermore, the
cultivar names, S. acutifolia ‘Pendula’ and S. acutifolia
‘Moscow Cascade’ were not established (contrary to Art.
27 of ICNCP, Brickell et al., 2016) and make current ap-
plication of these names in garden practice unclear and
confusing. Moreover, because the cultivar name S. acuti-
folia ‘Duschanbensis’ was published in the regional «Flo-
ra» it did not come to the attention of all botanists and,
consequently, this cultivar name does not appear in the
Checklist for Cultivars of Salix (Kuzovkina, 2015: 32) al-
though two other cultivars of this willow are mentioned
in this checklist, S. acutifolia ‘Pendula’ and S. acutifolia
‘Moscow Cascade’. The author of the checklist states as
follows: «'Moscow Cascade’ (syn. ‘Pendula’, nom inval.).
No description or published reference was found; there-
fore, the name is not established. This cultivar originated
at the Moscow Botanical Garden, Russia, and was first
called ‘Pendula’. This name is currently listed on some
gardening websites. Note: The original epithet ‘Pendula’
was replaced with ‘Moscow Cascade’ because it was not

lpunama k nybnaukayuu | Accepted: 28.11.2019



42

\ \p ¥
\(%
)

e xrite colorchecker VS
& &1

Al

Dt loatnnlistadui i ™

&
7|
S MBG RAS Moscow
| MHA 0 032 916
~ \ 2 5

Jé//x acubetolin Vor, diSehanbenty A v
Alacute :

o o it ,

G nadas, Ftricrrwntetusac £o3), & kyeizope.
/301957 h’va Al perd

Fig. 1. Holotype of Salix acutifolia f. pendula (MHA0032916).
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Fig. 2. Paratype of Salix acutifolia f. pendula (MHA0032915).
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Salix acutifolia f. pendula (Salicaceae) — a new form

valid in the Latin form which came in use after 1959».
Similar cases of confusion in the use of cultivar names
and the incorrect application of scientific names of Sa-
lix in cultivation were also described and clarified earlier
(Kuzovkina et al., 2016a, b; Belyaeva et al., 2018).

Weeping forms are known for many willows. There
are 4 such records for species and 24 records for infra-
specific taxa in International Plant Names Index (IPNI,
2019). There is in the section Daphnella Ser. ex Duby,
where S. acutifolia Willd. belongs, already one weeping
willow — Salix rorida Laksch. f. pendula Kimura. Thus,
it is not surprising that S. acutifolia includes plants
with a weeping crown as well. The authors of this pub-
lication, studying willows growing in the Urals (Belya-
eva, 1994; Belyaeva et al., 2006), have observed a few
individuals of S. acutifolia with pendulous branches in
natural populations, cuttings of which were collected
and plants grown from them were cultivated in the Bo-
tanical Garden of the Ural Branch of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences, Yekaterinburg. Herbarium material is
stored at SVER. Based on the observation of the afore-
mentioned weeping willows the authors of the current
paper describe a new form of S. acutifolia to achieve
clarity and set up a connection between all the existing
names mentioned above.

Salix acutifolia Willd. f. pendula 1. V. Belyaeva,
N. Y. Stepanova et O. V. Epanch., forma nova.

Small tree to 3—3.5 m tall with long thin pendulous
branches. Branchlets yellowish to dark chestnut, gla-
brous, with a dense glaucous bloom. Buds dimorphic,
glabrous, adpressed to shoot, pubescent in the base
while young, glabrous later. Generative buds to 0.8—1
cm long with acute slightly divergent from the shoot
apex; vegetative to 0.3—0.4 cm long, acuminate. Leaves
lanceolate, 4—16 cm long and 0.7-1.7 cm wide, with
acute apex and cuneate base, thin-leathery, glabrous,
serrate, gland-dotted on margin, dark green, lustrous
above, blue grey glaucous below. Stipules lanceolate,
acute, glandular-dentate, length equal to half of peti-
ole, 1-1.7 cm, adnate with petiole. Petioles 0.7-2.2 cm
long, yellowish with red dots, glabrous. Catkins, female,
densely flowered, subsessile without leaflets at the base
2.5-3 cm long. Floral bracts oblong-ovate, 1-1.5(2)
mm long, acute at apex, dark brown or almost black,
densely pubescent with straight, long white hairs. Ova-
ry ovate-conical, 2—4 mm long, glabrous, laterally flat-
tened, on peduncle 0.7—1.5 mm long; styles connate, 0.5
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mm; stigmas bifid, oblong, to 0.3 mm long. Nectary 1,
adaxial, rectangular, 0.2—0.4 mm long. Number of seed
scars in capsule 6.

Holotype: Russia, Moscow, cultivated in the Bo-
tanical Garden of Moscow State University, 13 V 1957,
A. Skvortsov, @ (MHA: MHA0032916!1). — Fig. 1.

Paratypes. Tadzhikistan, Dushanbe [Stalinabad
1929-1961], cultivated in the Botanical Garden, 31 X 1954,
A. Skvortsov, ¢ (MHA0032915! — Fig. 2); Russia, Yekaterin-
burg, cultivated in the Botanical Garden of the Ural Branch
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 26 VIII 2019, I. V. Belya-
eva, O. V. Epanchintseva, Ne 009, @ (SVER!, WSY!).

Affinity. Salix acutifolia f. pendula differs from
S. acutifolia f. acutifolia (see descriptions by Willdenow,
1806: 489; Nasarow, 1936; Belyaeva et al., 2006; Valya-
gina-Malyutina, 2018) in having pendulous branches
and branchlets and a more graceful habit with smaller
buds and catkins.

Etymology. The epithet ‘pendula’ derives from
Latin ‘pendulus’ that means ‘hanging down’ (Stearn,
2004) and describes the weeping form of the crown of
this willow.

Distribution. Described from cultivated plant.
Naturally occurs near Samara, Vyatka and Orenburg.
Currently, it is cultivated in Moscow, Novosibirsk,
Perm, Syktyvkar and Yekaterinburg (Russia), Lyd-
brook (United Kingdom), and Meise (Belgium).
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