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• Where n e x t ? 

I n view o f ( i ) t h e poor response t o t h e p r o p o s a l f o r a New Zealand B o t a n i c a l 
S o c i e t y i n a u g u r a l c o n f e r e n c e d u r i n g t h e F e s t i v a l o f Botany b e i n g p l a n n e d 
f o r L i n c o l n , C h r i s t c h u r c h , i n November 1988; ( i i ) Botany D i v i s i o n ' s 
f i n a n c i a l c o n s t r a i n t s and u n c e r t a i n t y about t h e commitment o f Bot Soc 
t o o r g a n i s i n g t h e Symposium on o r i g i n s and r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f t h e New Zea­
l a n d f l o r a ; and ( i i i ) t h e complete l a c k o f o f f e r s t o a s s i s t i n o r g a n i s i n g 
an i n a u g u r a l m e e t i n g o f Bot Soc, I have d e c i d e d t o remove t h e symposium 
f r o m t h e F e s t i v a l programme. 

Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, have proposed a m e e t i n g w i t h n a r r o w e r scope, t o 
f o c u s on t h e Weed F l o r a and t h e u t i l i t y o f t h e Herbarium, and have i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t t h i s c o u l d r e a d i l y i n v o l v e t h e New Zealand Bot Soc i f d e s i r e d , w i t h 
an i n a u g u r a l AGM b e i n g h e l d one e v e n i n g d u r i n g t h e Botany D i v i s i o n e v e n t s . 
The c o n t r i b u t i o n o f Bot Soc members t o t h e Weed F l o r a and Herbarium p r o ­
grammes would be welcomed. 

Where does t h i s l e a v e t h e New Zealand B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y ? The N e w s l e t t e r 
appears t o be w e l l r e c e i v e d , and perhaps i s a l l t h a t i s r e q u i r e d o f t h e 
Bot Soc a t p r e s e n t . However, t h e r e i s a need t o a c t u a l l y f o r m a N.Z. 
B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y t o p u b l i s h t h e N e w s l e t t e r 1 I t i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a t 
i t c o n t i n u e as a t p r e s e n t where I am p e r s o n a l l y l i a b l e . I n any e v e n t , 
I would w i s h t o hand o v e r t h e E d i t o r s h i p n e x t year o r t h e year a f t e r a t 
t h e l a t e s t . 

So, an AGM i s needed t o c o n s i d e r a c o n s t i t u t i o n , e l e c t an o f f i c e r o r two, 
and t o d e c i d e whether a c t i v i t i e s beyond N e w s l e t t e r p u b l i c a t i o n a r e 
d e s i r a b l e / p o s s i b l e / l i k e l y e t c . The g a t h e r i n g o f b o t a n i s t s i n C h r i s t c h u r c h 
proposed f o r November 1988 would seem t o be an a d m i r a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
as w ide-a-meeting as we a r e l i k e l y t o manage under p r e v a i l i n g economic 
c o n d i t i o n s i n New Zealand. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , I have asked C o l i n Webb t o convene a s t e e r i n g committee 
i n c l u d i n g P h i l i p p a Horn, D a v i d L l o y d , Hugh W i l s o n and m y s e l f (as a c o r r e s ­
p o n d i n g member!) t o a r r a n g e a t i m e and venue f o r such a m e e t i n g , and t o 
d r a f t a c o n s t i t u t i o n f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by members. 

F i n a l l y , I would l i k e t o t h a n k Ewen Cameron f o r so a b l y e d i t i n g t h e l a s t 
i s s u e o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r , s e e i n g i t t h r o u g h t h e p r e s s and m a i l i n g i t o u t . 
I'm s u r e you w i l l a l l agree t h a t t h i s success s i g n a l s a t e r m as E d i t o r 
sometime i n t h e n o t t o o d i s t a n t f u t u r e ! 

Anthony W r i g h t 

Cover i l l u s t r a t i o n : Photograph o f one o f Botany D i v i s i o n o f DSIR's new 
f u l l c o l o u r p o s t e r s on s a l e (see s t o r y p. 1 2 ) . 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The 1987 s u b s c r i p t i o n t o t h e N e w s l e t t e r i s $10.00 f o r f o u r i s s u e s (March, 
June, September, December). A reduced s u b s c r i p t i o n o f $5.00 i s a v a i l a b l e 
f o r f u l l - t i m e s t u d e n t s o r t h e unemployed. Back i s s u e s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t 
$2.50 each f r o m Number 1 (August 1985) t o Number 8 (June 1987). 

New s u b s c r i p t i o n s a r e always welcome and s h o u l d be s e n t t o t h e New Zealand 
B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y , C/- Au c k l a n d I n s t i t u t e and Museum, P r i v a t e Bag, 
Auc k l a n d 1. 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m a l l sources a r e most welcome. A l i s t o f p o s s i b l e column 
headings can be f o u n d on p. 2 o f Number 1. F e e l f r e e t o suggest new 
headings and p r o v i d e c o n t e n t f o r them! 

The d e a d l i n e f o r t h e December 1987 i s s u e (Number 10) i s 24 November 1987. 
Please f o r w a r d c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o : 

INVITATION TO CONTRIBUTE 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 

Anthony W r i g h t 
E d i t o r 
NZ B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y N e w s l e t t e r 
C/- A u c k l a n d I n s t i t u t e & Museum 
P r i v a t e Bag 
Au c k l a n d 1 
NEW ZEALAND 
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NEWS 

• New B o t a n i s t a t t h e N a t i o n a l Museum 

Dr Wendy A. Nelson has been a p p o i n t e d t o t h e p o s i t i o n o f B o t a n i s t a t t h e 
N a t i o n a l Museum and t o o k up h e r new p o s i t i o n on 3 August 1987. She r e p l a c e s 
Miss Nancy Adams who r e t i r e d i n March. 

Wendy g a i n e d a B.Sc. (Hons) degree f r o m V i c t o r i a U n i v e r s i t y i n 1975 and 
a Ph.D. f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h Columbia i n 1980. Since t h e n she 
has worked a t N.Z. Oceanographic I n s t i t u t e , F i s h e r i e s Management D i v i s i o n 
and a t F i s h e r i e s Research D i v i s i o n i n W e l l i n g t o n . She i s a marine a l g o -
l o g i s t whose r e c e n t work has been concerned w i t h t h e commercial p o t e n t i a l 
o f seaweeds, and t h e development o f r e s e a r c h programmes r e l e v a n t t o seaweed 
f i s h e r i e s and a q u a c u l t u r e . Her move t o t h e N a t i o n a l Museum w i l l e nable 
her t o c o n c e n t r a t e on t h e taxonomy and b i o l o g y o f marine a l g a e and perhaps 
work i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR towards t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 
of an a l g a l f l o r a . Her c u r r e n t r e s e a r c h i n t e r e s t s i n c l u d e r e v i s i o n s o f 
th e genera G r a c i l a r i a and P o r p h y r a , and r e g i o n a l c h e c k l i s t s o f seaweeds 
f o r N o r t h l a n d , Bay o f P l e n t y and t h e Chatham I s l a n d s . 

P.J. Brownsey, C u r a t o r o f Botany, N a t i o n a l Museum, P r i v a t e Bag, W e l l i n g t o n 

Regional Bot Socs 
• A u c k l a n d B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y 

A one-day symposium e n t i t l e d "Botany o f Auckland" i s b e i n g 
o r g a n i s e d t o c e l e b r a t e A uckland Bot Soc's 5 0 t h J u b i l e e . 
I t w i l l be h e l d i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Auc k l a n d Conference 
C e n t r e on S a t u r d a y 3 October 1987. 

Speakers w i l l i n c l u d e John Ogden ( k a u r i , a key t o Auckland's 
p a s t ) , Ross Beever (gumlands), Rhys Gardner ( f o r e s t remnants 
of A u c k l a n d c i t y ) , Anthony W r i g h t ( o f f s h o r e i s l a n d p l a n t s ) , 
B a r b a r a Segedin ( f u n g i ) , J e s s i c a Beever (mosses), John 
B r a g g i n s ( f e r n s ) , Ewen Cameron ( c o n s e r v a t i o n ) . E.D. Hatch 
w i l l d e l i v e r t h e 1987 Lucy C r a n w e l l L e c t u r e e n t i t l e d "The 
Small Green O r c h i d " . P o s t e r s and d i s p l a y s w i l l f e a t u r e 
b o t a n i c a l a r t w o r k and l o c a l b o t a n i c a l h i s t o r y . 

To ensure you r e c e i v e t h e m e e t i n g c i r c u l a r and r e g i s t r a t i o n 
f o r m w r i t e t o o r phone: 

Sandra Jones, S e c r e t a r y , A u c k l a n d B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y , 14 Park Rd, T i t i r a n g i , 
A u c k l a n d 7 ('phone 817-6102 e v e n i n g s ) 

• Wanganui Museum B o t a n i c a l Group 

At t h e Annual General M e e t i n g h e l d i n J u l y t h e f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s were 
e l e c t e d : 

Chairman A.E. K i n g 
S e c r e t a r y E.J. L i d d e l l 
T r e a s u r e r E. Andrews 
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Committee Y. Cave, H. Clapham, M. C r a i g , B. T a t e , P. Thomson 

D u r i n g t h e year s p e c i e s l i s t s were made f o r Jean D'Arcy Reserve ( s m a l l a r e a 
o n l y ) ; F a r l e y ' s Bush, Pa r a p a r a ; Old Peat Road, Tokomaru East. L i s t s f o r 
J u n c t i o n Road and Te Mere Bush were extended when t h e s e areas were r e ­
v i s i t e d . 

Joan L i d d e l l , Hon. S e c r e t a r y , 15 Moore Ave, Wanganui 

• W e l l i n g t o n B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y 

A t t h e Annual General M e e t i n g h e l d Monday 17 August t h e f o l l o w i n g were 
e l e c t e d : 

P r e s i d e n t Susan Timmins 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s Rodney L e w i n g t o n and B a r b a r a P o l l y 
S e c r e t a r y C a r o l West 
T r e a s u r e r K i n g s l e y Brown 
Committee Tom Moss, P a t r i c k Brownsey, Henry James, 

Bev A b b o t t , B a r r y Sneddon 
B u l l e t i n E d i t o r C o l i n Ogle 

The two major summer t r i p s w i l l be t o t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t o f North-West Nelson 
(Owen Range) a t New Year, and t o Egmont N a t i o n a l Park o v e r A n n i v e r s a r y Week­
end. F u l l d e t a i l s w i l l be g i v e n i n t h e n e x t N e w s l e t t e r . 

C a r o l West, S e c r e t a r y , W e l l i n g t o n B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y , C/- SIPC, DSIR, PO Box 
9741, W e l l i n g t o n 

• C a n t e r b u r y B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y 

A t t h e Annual General M e e t i n g h e l d on F r i d a y 5 June, t h e f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s 
and committee were e l e c t e d f o r 1987-88: 

P r e s i d e n t N e i l O'Brien 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s Eugene M c N e i l l and I a n Tweedy 
S e c r e t a r y V a l e r i e L o v i s 
T r e a s u r e r E d i t h Shaw 
Committee Daphne Banks, Ross Lake, David N o r t o n , 

M a r i o n W i n t e r , Raewyn Young. (Co-opted: 
P h i l i p p a Horn) 

E d i t o r Ross E l d e r 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r 1987-88 a r e now due. S i n g l e sub $8.00; f a m i l y sub. $10.50 
A s s o c i a t e / s t u d e n t sub. $5.00. Please send t h e s e ( i n c l u d i n g your name and 
a ddress!) t o : 

The T r e a s u r e r , PO Box 8212, R i c c a r t o n , C h r i s t c h u r c h 

Other Botanical Research Establishments 



• E d i t o r ' s note 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e 1987 a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f New Zealand Herbarium C u r a t o r s 
w h i c h was t o have been h e l d a t Otago U n i v e r s i t y i n l a t e August had t o be 
abandoned when t h e SYSTANZ c o n f e r e n c e i n t e n d e d f o r t h e same d a t e and venue 
was c a n c e l l e d . I have asked each o f t h e N.Z. h e r b a r i a t o p r o v i d e a b r i e f 
w r i t t e n r e p o r t o f a c t i v i t i e s o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r , and t h e f i r s t t h r e e f o l l o w . 

• A n n u a l Report of Herbarium (CHR), Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR 

H e r b a r i u m E x t e n s i o n s 

The e x t e n s i o n s a r e p r o g r e s s i n g w e l l and i t l o o k s as i f t h e y w i l l be f i n i s h e d 
i n A ugust, 1987. S t a f f a r e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o moving i n t o t h e i r new s p a c i o u s 
q u a r t e r s b u t a t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g t h e r e i s no f u n d i n g f o r f u r n i t u r e . 
A t p r e s e n t we a r e a b l e t o o r d e r o n l y t e n l a r g e h e r b a r i u m c a b i n e t s when we 
wou l d l i k e a t l e a s t 122 l a r g e and 75 s m a l l ones. These c a b i n e t s w i l l be 
made as b e f o r e by M e t r i c M e t a l s L t d , C h r i s t c h u r c h , b u t t h i s t i m e w i l l be 
c o l o u r e d e i t h e r moss gre e n o r burgundy. The H e r b a r i u m e x t e n s i o n s a r e 
s c h e d u l e d t o be opened o f f i c i a l l y i n November 1988. 

F r i e n d s o f t h e H e r b a r i u m 

We have had f o u r F r i e n d s w o r k i n g v o l u n t a r i l y , r e g u l a r l y throughout t h e year 
h e l p i n g w i t h many s o r t i n g and c u r a t i n g t a s k s . They have been tremendous 
a t l i f t i n g t h e m o r a l e o f t h e s t a f f d u r i n g t h e s e f i n a n c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t t i m e s 
w i t h t h e i r c h e e r f u l n e s s and eagerness t o h e l p . They have s t a r t e d a f u n d 
r a i s i n g p r o j e c t o f p r i n t i n g c a r d s o f New Zealand n a t i v e p l a n t s f r o m t h e 
c o l o u r t r a n s p a r e n c i e s i n t h e M a r g a r e t A i k e n c o l l e c t i o n i n t h e Botany D i v i s i o n . 
The F r i e n d s w i l l a l s o o p e r a t e a m a i l o r d e r s e r v i c e f o r t h e c a r d s and p o s t e r s 
t h a t t h e D i v i s i o n w i l l produce f r o m t i m e t o t i m e . 

C h e c k l i s t s 

A t t h e r e q u e s t o f s e v e r a l b o t a n i s t s t h e H e r b a r i u m i s b e g i n n i n g a s e r i e s 
o f C h e c k l i s t s o f t h e p l a n t s o f New Zealand. I n d i v i d u a l s c i e n t i f i c s t a f f 
w i l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e m a r i n e a l g a e and t h e mosses, b u t t h e o t h e r l i s t s 
w i l l be g e n e r a t e d by t h e H e r b a r i u m s t a f f f r o m t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n used f o r 
each o f t h e p l a n t groups i n t h e Herbarium. Only a t a l a t e r s t a g e w i l l i t 
be n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e t a x o n o m i s t s t o be i n v o l v e d . T h i s w i l l a l l o w t h e t a x o -
n o m i s t s t o g e t on w i t h t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e g r a s s F l o r a and t h e n a t u r a l i s e d 
d i c o t y l e d o n F l o r a volume, w h i c h w i l l be l a u n c h e d w i t h a symposium d u r i n g 
t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e H e r b a r i u m e x t e n s i o n s i n November 1988. The c h e c k l i s t s 
w i l l n o t be made p u b l i c f o r some t i m e . 

Computer Up-date 

The new f i e l d f o r m books seem t o be s a t i s f a c t o r y as we have h e a r d no c r i t i ­
c i s m . They a r e c o r r e l a t e d c l o s e l y w i t h t h e h e r b a r i u m l a b e l mask and t h e 
f i n a l h e r b a r i u m l a b e l s . A l l l a b e l s a r e now b e i n g produced as a b y - p r o d u c t 
of t h e CHIRP ( C h r i s t c h u r c h H e r b a r i u m I n f o r m a t i o n s t o r a g e and R e t r i e v a l Pro­
j e c t ) programme. The u s e r s manual o f o p e r a t i n g CHIRP has been co m p l e t e d 
a f t e r an e x h a u s t i v e e d i t i n g e f f o r t t o t r y t o make i t s e l f e x p l a n a t o r y , and 
s i m p l e . The e a r l y r e c o r d s w i t h i n t h e system have been checked by t h e com­
p u t e r and t h e s e a r e now b e i n g c o r r e c t e d . When t h i s i s c o m p l e t ed we w i l l 
a t t e m p t t o r e t r i e v e some o f t h e s t o r e d d a t a as l i s t s o r maps. 
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H a n d w r i t i n g P r o j e c t 

Examples o f t h e w r i t i n g o f M.C. Gudex (1887-1964) whose h e r b a r i u m i s h e l d 
a t W aikato U n i v e r s i t y (WAIK) have been added t o t h e f i l e . See Mead, A.D. 
1972: M i c h a e l Gudex and h i s b o t a n i c a l r e s e a r c h e s . 19 p. p h o t o c o p i e d . 

C o l l e c t i n g P e r m i t s 

The c o n c e r n expressed a t t h e two p r e v i o u s Herbarium C u r a t o r s meetings about 
t h e l o s s o f d u p l i c a t e s and t y p e specimens when t h e s e were n o t d e p o s i t e d 
i n a r e c o g n i s e d i n s t i t u t i o n i n New Zealand w i l l now be addressed. T h i s 
has been d e l a y e d u n t i l now as t h e government departments and c o r p o r a t i o n s 
i n v o l v e d i n i s s u i n g p e r m i t s have been busy r e o r g a n i s i n g t h e m s e l v e s . L e t t e r s 
have been s e n t t o t h e Department o f C o n s e r v a t i o n , New Zealand F o r e s t r y Cor­
p o r a t i o n , and t h e Land Development and Management C o r p o r a t i o n . 

M.J. Parsons, Herbarium Keeper, Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, P r i v a t e Bag, C h r i s t ­
c h u r c h (19 August 1987) 

• Annual R e p o r t 1986-1987 o f A u c k l a n d I n s t i t u t e & Museum He r b a r i u m (AK) 

The t i m e r e q u i r e d f o r c o l l e c t i o n management has once a g a i n s e v e r e l y c u r ­
t a i l e d f i e l d work and c o l l e c t i n g t r i p s . Three weeks were s p e n t i n t h e K i n g ­
dom o f Tonga i n October, and s u b s t a n t i a l c o l l e c t i o n s made on t h e i s l a n d s 
o f 'Eua and Tongatapu. A b r i e f f i e l d t r i p was made t o m i d - N o r t h l a n d i n 
November t o examine t h e s i t e s o f a number o f new v a s c u l a r p l a n t s p e c i e s 
a w a i t i n g d e s c r i p t i o n . D e s p i t e t h e low l e v e l o f specimen c o l l e c t i o n by s t a f f , 
h e r b a r i u m a c c e s s i o n s a r e w e l l up on l a s t y e a r , p r i m a r i l y due t o t h e gener­
o s i t y o f a n e t w o r k o f c o l l e c t o r s we have b u i l t up t h r o u g h o u t n o r t h e r n New 
Zealand. P a r t i c u l a r t h a n k s a r e due t o R.E. Beever, P.J. de Lange, L.J. 
F o r e s t e r , R.O. Gardner, B.W. & G.C. Hayward, I . McFadden, J. Mackinder and 
M.E. Young who p r o v i d e h i g h - q u a l i t y specimens, o f t e n f r o m b o t a n i c a l l y under-
e x p l o r e d a r e a s . As a r e s u l t , s i g n i f i c a n t advances i n our knowledge o f t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n and abundance o f n a t i v e and a d v e n t i v e p l a n t s a r e c o n t i n u a l l y 
b e i n g made. 

W i t h i n t h e h e r b a r i u m , work has c o n t i n u e d on s o r t i n g and r e - l a b e l l i n g o v e r ­
f u l l boxes o f specimens. W i t h t h i s t a s k a l m o s t completed, t h e v a s c u l a r 
p l a n t c o l l e c t i o n once more f i l l s a l l a v a i l a b l e s h e l v i n g . A p u r p o s e - b u i l t 
f i r e - p r o o f e d c a b i n e t f o r t h e s t o r a g e o f t y p e specimens has been purchased 
and i n s t a l l e d . Two w a l l s o f t h e Botany Department o f f i c e have been c o v e r e d 
i n l i b r a r y s h e l v i n g , r e l i e v i n g p r e s s u r e on t h e d e p a r t m e n t a l book, j o u r n a l 
and o f f p r i n t c o l l e c t i o n s . 

F o l l o w i n g a d e c i s i o n o f t h e A u c k l a n d R e g i o n a l A u t h o r i t y Board o f Works, 
t h e ARA Hunua F o r e s t H e a d q u a r t e r s H e r b a r i u m has been p r e s e n t e d t o t h e Museum. 
The c o l l e c t i o n o f over 2000 specimens forms a v e r y t h o r o u g h r e c o r d o f t h e 
v e g e t a t i o n and f l o r a o f t h e Hunua Ranges, and i n c l u d e s t h e p e r s o n a l h e r b a r i a 
of Mr I a n B a r t o n and t h e l a t e Mr Ross McKenzie. A ma j o r p r i v a t e h e r b a r i u m 
assembled by t h e l a t e Mr J.K. B a r t l e t t was a l s o p r e s e n t e d t o t h e Museum, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h v a l u a b l e books and s c i e n t i f i c papers r e l a t i n g t o t h e c o l l e c t ­
i o n s . The h e r b a r i u m o f perhaps 20,000 specimens ( m a i n l y l i c h e n s and mosses) 
r e q u i r e d a s u b s t a n t i a l amount o f c u r a t i o n , and a L o t t e r y Board g r a n t o f 
$20,000 was o b t a i n e d f o r t h i s p urpose. M a r c e l Smits was employed as a 
t e m p o r a r y f u l l t i m e t e c h n i c i a n t o u n d e r t a k e t h e p r o p e r l a b e l l i n g o f t h e s p e c i ­
mens. T h i s has i n v o l v e d t h e c o l l a t i n g and r e s e a r c h i n g o f c o l l e c t i o n l o c a l ­
i t i e s , f r o m w h i c h a d i a r y and c o l l e c t i n g i t i n e r a r y have a l s o been p r e p a r e d . 
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Ma r c e l ' s d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e t a s k has been o u t s t a n d i n g , w i t h l a b e l s h a v i n g 
been t y p e d f o r over 8000 specimens i n t h e f i r s t f o u r months work. 

A r e c o r d number o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t groups ( F o r e s t and B i r d , J u n i o r N a t u r a l ­
i s t s , h o r t i c u l t u r a l a p p r e n t i c e s , e t c ) were g i v e n g u i d e d t o u r s o f t h e Botany 
Department. These a r e v a l u a b l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o p u b l i c i s e t h e r o l e o f h e r b ­
a r i a , and i n d e e d t h e w i d e r r o l e o f t h e whole "back-of-house" a c t i v i t i e s 
o f t h e Museum. 

Susan A s p l i n r e s i g n e d h e r p o s i t i o n as h a l f - t i m e Botany T e c h n i c i a n t o t a k e 
up f u l l - t i m e employment. Jenny F u l l e r and A l a s t a i r Jamieson were employed 
as s t u d e n t a s s i s t a n t s o v e r t h e summer p e r i o d . Jenny c a t a l o g u e d a l a r g e 
b a c k l o g o f g e o l o g i c a l specimens and A l i s t a i r began t h e p a c k e t t i n g o f t h e 
B a r t l e t t h e r b a r i u m . Mr B a n g e r t e r c o n t i n u e d t o a t t e n d t o t h e a d v e n t i v e p l a n t 
c o l l e c t i o n s one day p e r week, and a l s o p u t i n c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e a t home 
each week c a t a l o g u i n g t h e Department's l a r g e r e p r i n t c o l l e c t i o n . Mrs Dow 
and Mrs W r i g h t c o n t i n u e d t o v o l u n t a r i l y mount t h e m a j o r i t y o f specimens 
added t o t h e h e r b a r i u m , and Dr Rhys Gardner p r o v i d e d welcome a s s i s t a n c e 
w i t h i d e n t i f y i n g specimens and i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e n a t i v e c o l l e c t i o n s . 

A c c e s s i o n s o f numbered h e r b a r i u m s h e e t s were 4612 (3482, 1985-6). 508 ex­
change specimens were s e n t t o 5 h e r b a r i a (345 t o 5) w h i l e 247 exchange 
specimens were r e c e i v e d f r o m 5 h e r b a r i a (572 f r o m 5 ) . 33 outwards l o a n s 
were made t o 14 h e r b a r i a ( 3 1 t o 1 3 ) . 

A.E. W r i g h t , C u r a t o r o f Botany, A u c k l a n d I n s t i t u t e and Museum, P r i v a t e Bag, 
Au c k l a n d 1 

• H e r b a r i u m o f t h e N a t i o n a l Museum o f New Zealand (WELT) 1987 

The h e r b a r i u m i s c u r r e n t l y e s t i m a t e d t o h o l d j u s t under ¼ m i l l i o n specimens 
made up as f o l l o w s : -

F l o w e r i n g p l a n t s 150,000 
Ferns 16,000 
Mosses 26,000 
L i v e r w o r t s 10,000 
L i c h e n s 12,000 
Algae 18,000 
F o s s i l s 1,000 
Timber samples 1,000 
T o t a l 234,000 

About 1,500 new r e g i s t r a t i o n s have been added t h i s y e a r , made up p r i m a r i l y 
o f 800 m a r i n e a l g a e , 350 f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s and 250 mosses. 

C u r a t i o n 

An IBM computer has been a c q u i r e d t o p r o v i d e w o r d - p r o c e s s i n g and l a b e l -
g e n e r a t i n g f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e h e r b a r i u m . New r e g i s t r a t i o n s w i l l be e n t e r e d 
o n t o a database u s i n g a R e v e l a t i o n s o f t w a r e package now b e i n g i n t r o d u c e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i f f e r e n t d e p a r t m e n t s o f t h e N a t i o n a l Museum. A s u i t a b l e 
system f o r use i n t h e h e r b a r i u m w i l l be d e v i s e d f r o m a t r i a l r u n b e i n g c a r r i e d 
o u t on t h e G.O.K. S a i n s b u r y c o l l e c t i o n o f mosses. A g r a n t has been o b t a i n e d 
t o employ a p a r t - t i m e t e c h n i c i a n t o b e g i n r e - p a c k e t i n g and r e - l a b e l l i n g 
t h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f c. 18,000 mosses w h i c h i s now i n a r a t h e r f r a g i l e s t a t e . 
A l l i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be e n t e r e d o n t o t h e database. 
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S t a f f 

Miss Nancy M. Adams r e t i r e d i n March t h i s y ear a f t e r more t h a n 40 y e a r s 
i n t h e P u b l i c S e r v i c e . She i s c o n t i n u i n g t o work i n t h e h e r b a r i u m com­
p l e t i n g h e r Handbook o f t h e New Zealand seaweeds and h e r b i o g r a p h y o f John 
Buchanan F.L.S. 

Dr Wendy A Nelson has been a p p o i n t e d t o t h e v a c a n t p o s i t i o n . She has a 
B.Sc.(Hons.) degree f r o m V i c t o r i a U n i v e r s i t y , W e l l i n g t o n and a Ph.D. f r o m 
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h Columbia. She i s a marine a l g o l o g i s t whose r e c e n t 
work has been on t h e commercial p o t e n t i a l o f seaweeds, b u t who w i l l now 
be w o r k i n g i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR towards t h e p r e p a r ­
a t i o n o f an a l g a l f l o r a f o r New Zealand. Her c u r r e n t r e s e a r c h i n t e r e s t s 
i n c l u d e r e v i s i o n s o f t h e genera G r a c i l a r i a and P o r p h y r a , and r e g i o n a l check­
l i s t s o f seaweeds f o r N o r t h l a n d , Bay o f P l e n t y and t h e Chatham I s l a n d s . 

Dr P a t r i c k Brownsey has c o n t i n u e d h i s work on New Zealand and A u s t r a l i a n 
f e r n s . He has c o m p l e t e d a m a n u s c r i p t f o r an i l l u s t r a t e d g u i d e t o t h e f e r n s 
and f e r n a l l i e s o f New Zealand w h i c h w i l l be p u b l i s h e d n e x t year by Reed 
Methuen. He has a l s o f i n i s h e d a r e v i s i o n o f t h e O l d W o r l d s p e c i e s o f Hypo-
l e p i s and i s c u r r e n t l y w o r k i n g on t h e f a m i l i e s A s p l e n i a c e a e and Dennstaedt-
i a c e a e f o r t h e F l o r a o f A u s t r a l i a . 

S e v e r a l Honorary Research A s s o c i a t e s a r e now u s i n g t h e f a c i l i t i e s o f t h e 
h e r b a r i u m . These i n c l u d e Mrs R.W. Shepherd, who has j u s t c o m p l e t e d a book 
on t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e W e l l i n g t o n B o t a n i c Garden w h i c h w i l l be p u b l i s h e d 
n e x t y e a r , and Mr R. L e w i n g t o n and Mrs B. P o l l y , who a r e w o r k i n g on t h e 
moss f l o r a o f t h e W e l l i n g t o n r e g i o n . 

P.J. Brownsey, C u r a t o r o f Botany, N a t i o n a l Museum o f New Zealand, P r i v a t e 
Bag, W e l l i n g t o n 

(see p. 11 'Key t o genera o f N.Z. f e r n s ' ) 
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NOTES AND REPORTS 
• A b o t a n i c a l n o t e f r o m t h e Cook I s l a n d s 

The S o u t h e r n Cooks c o n s i s t o f a number o f r a t h e r w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d , m a i n l y 
v o l c a n i c i s l a n d s . S e v e r a l have a v e r y worn down c e n t r a l v o l c a n i c a r e a 
s u r r o u n d e d by an e x t e n s i v e development o f r a i s e d c o r a l o r makatea. One 
i s t h e s m a l l , low i s l a n d o f M i t i a r o a t l a t i t u d e 20°S and l o n g i t u d e 157°W. 
I t has a s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n o f a few hundred p e o p l e who l i v e i n a c l u s t e r 
o f v i l l a g e s i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e w e s t e r n s i d e . A l t h o u g h a t f i r s t g l a n c e 
M i t i a r o appears s i m i l a r t o i t s n o t t o o d i s t a n t n e i g h b o u r s A t i u and Mauke, 
i t has s e v e r a l s p e c i e s o f h i g h e r p l a n t s , as w e l l as community t y p e s , w h i c h 
a r e unknown els e w h e r e . 

Very r e c e n t l y I n o t i c e d a b r i e f f o o t n o t e i n A l l e r t o n i a 4 ( 4 ) : 240 (1986) 
where T.K. Lowrey r e c o r d s t h e presence o f h i s r a t h e r u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d l o o k ­
i n g l i t t l e c o mposite Tetramolopium sylvae Lowrey on M i t i a r o , h a v i n g j u s t 
d e s c r i b e d i t f r o m t h e i s l a n d s o f Maui and M o l o k a i i n H a w a i i about 4000 
km n o r t h o f M i t i a r o . Roughly between H a w a i i and S o u t h e r n Cooks l i e t h e 
numerous i s l a n d s o f t h e L i n e group, Marquesas, Tuamotus and S o c i e t i e s , 
f r o m where t h e genus has never been r e p o r t e d . Lowrey ( l o c . c i t . ) d e s c r i b e s 
11 s p e c i e s f r o m H a w a i i and t h e s e f o r m a group d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e o t h e r 
s p e c i e s w h i c h a r e a l l c o n f i n e d t o t h e mountains o f New Guinea. I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
Tetramolopium i s most c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o our A u s t r a l a s i a n V i t t a d i n i a . 

When we d i s c o v e r e d T. sylvae on M i t i a r o i n 1982 Ewen Cameron and I t h o u g h t 
t h a t i t must be an a d v e n t i v e . However, i t o n l y grows on t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e 
o f t h e i s l a n d t o t h e s i n g l e i n h a b i t e d a r e a and I was a s s u r e d by l o c a l 
p e o p l e t h a t t h e y knew n o t h i n g about i t s o r i g i n and d i d n o t use i t i n any 
way. A p p a r e n t l y i t has no M i t i a r o a n name e i t h e r . As a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , 
M i t i a r o has o t h e r b o t a n i c a l s u r p r i s e s . One o f t h e commonest herbs on t h e 
c o a s t a l makatea i s Haloragis prostrata v a r . coquana, an endemic subspecies 
o f a s p e c i e s w h i c h i s o t h e r w i s e o n l y known f r o m New C a l e d o n i a and n e i g h ­
b o u r i n g Vanuatu ( E f a t e and Erromanga). Less unex p e c t e d b u t s t i l l i n t e r e s t ­
i n g i s t h e occurence o f sandalwood, Santalum insulare var. mitiaro w h i c h 
a l s o o c c u r s i n t h e Leeward S o c i e t i e s n o t f a r t o t h e n o r t h - e a s t . T h i s en­
demic v a r i e t y , o n l y d e s c r i b e d i n 1981, has l o n g been known t o t h e p e o p l e 
o f M i t i a r o who c a l l i t a i , a cognate o f a h i , t h e u s u a l v a r i a n t by w h i c h 
sandalwoods a r e known throughout P o l y n e s i a . A d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n w h i c h 
more c l o s e l y p a r a l l e l s t h a t o f T. sylvae i s t h a t o f Charpentiera austr-
a l i s . T h i s i s a s m a l l amaranthaceous t r e e w h i c h grows on Rarotonga and n o t 
M i t i a r o , and a p a r t f r o m r e c o r d s o f t h i s s p e c i e s f r o m Raivavae and Tubuai 
i n t h e A u s t r a l I s l a n d s t o t h e s o u t h e a s t , t h e genus i s a g a i n o n l y known 
f r o m H a w a i i . 

However, t h e most s i m i l a r d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n may be t h a t o f an unnamed 
Lepidium w h i c h we c o l l e c t e d i n t h e Kaapoto a r e a i n t h e n o r t h o f M i t i a r o . 
T h i s s m a l l , compact, subshrubby c r u c i f e r i s q u i t e d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e r a t h e r 
l a x herbaceous L. bidentatum M o n t i n w h i c h grows on M i t i a r o and many o t h e r 
i s l a n d s i n t h e r e g i o n , and t h e r e does n o t seem t o be a n o t h e r s p e c i e s l i k e 
i t i n t h e South P a c i f i c . I t has dense c l u s t e r s o f s e s s i l e , o b l a n c e o l a t e 
t o a l m o s t l i n e a r l e a v e s up t o c. 4 cm l o n g w h i c h a r e e n t i r e o r a l m o s t so. 
The p e t a l s a r e w h i t e and t h e s i l i c u l e s a r e more o r l e s s e m a r g i n a t e a t t h e 
apex. These c h a r a c t e r s suggest an a f f i n i t y w i t h t a x a i n H a w a i i such as 
T. arbuscula H i l l e b r . 
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On M i t i a r o T. sylvae i s a s m a l l subshrub f o r m i n g dense rounded hummocks 
n o t e x c e e d i n g a few cm h i g h . The r o s e t t e s o f l e a v e s a r e s e m i - s u c c u l e n t , 
1.3-2.7 x 2-4 mm, +/- o b l a n c e o l a t e , s h i n i n g and a r o m a t i c ; t h e scape i s 
5-7 cm h i g h , d e n s e l y g l a n d u l a r - p u b e r u l e n t , and naked e x c e p t f o r s m a l l 
s u b u l a t e b r a c t s ; t h e c a p i t u l a a r e s o l i t a r y , 1-1.5 cm wide, h e m i s p h a e r i c , 
w i t h w h i t e r a y s 5-6 mm l o n g and a y e l l o w d i s c . 

T. s y l v a e grows o v e r an a r e a o f s e v e r a l h e c t a r e s n o t f a r f r o m t h e c o a s t 
and where t h e makatea i s smoother t h a n u s u a l because t h e f i s s u r e s and p i t s 
i n t h e r a i s e d c o r a l a r e l a r g e l y f i l l e d w i t h c o r a l sand. Lowrey ( l o c . c i t . ) 
d e s c r i b e s T. s y l v a e f r o m c o a s t a l v o l c a n i c c l i f f s a t 250-350 m a . s . l . i n 
Ha w a i i b u t t h e c l o s e l y r e l a t e d T. r o c k i i S h e r f f grows on c o r a l sand dunes 
on M o l o k a i , i . e . a s i m i l a r h a b i t a t t o t h a t on M i t i a r o f o r T. sylvae. The 
b i g i mponderable i s , how d i d T. sylvae t o M i t i a r o ? I cannot p r o v i d e 
an answer t o t h i s b u t can o n l y suggest t h a t a s t u d y o f m i g r a t o r y p a t t e r n s 
of b i r d s i n t h e C e n t r a l P a c i f i c m i g h t be a u s e f u l e x e r c i s e because t h e r e 
a r e a number w h i c h v i s i t t h e S o u t h e r n Cooks a c c o r d i n g t o D.T. Holyoak. 
A l s o o f i n t e r e s t i s t h e f a c t t h a t i n H a w a i i most s p e c i e s o f Tetramo­
lopium are r a r e (Lowrey l o c . c i t . ) . 

W.R. Sykes, Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, P r i v a t e Bag, C h r i s t c h u r c h 

• A key t o t h e genera o f New Zealand f e r n s and a l l i e d p l a n t s 

T e x t by P.J. Brownsey and i l l u s t r a t i o n s by T.N.H. Galloway. P u b l i s h e d 
by t h e N a t i o n a l Museum o f New Zealand w i t h f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e 
New Zealand L o t t e r y Board as N a t i o n a l Museum o f New Zealand M i s c e l l a n e o u s 
S e r i e s No. 15 ( 1 9 8 7 ) . ISSN 0110-1447. I n c l u d e s 17 pages o f t e x t and 14 
pages o f l i n e d r a w i n g s . 

T h i s p u b l i c a t i o n p r o v i d e s an i l l u s t r a t e d key f o r i d e n t i f y i n g any o f t h e 
66 genera o f f e r n s and f e r n a l l i e s o c c u r r i n g i n t h e New Zealand b o t a n i c a l 
r e g i o n . Some 92 d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s o u t o f a t o t a l o f 211 s p e c i e s a r e i l l u s ­
t r a t e d . Every genus i s r e p r e s e n t e d by a t l e a s t one l i n e d r a w i n g . T e c h n i c a l 
terms have been k e p t t o a minimum, and a l l a r e d e f i n e d i n t h e i l l u s t r a t e d 
g l o s s a r y . 

T h i s g e n e r o u s l y i l l u s t r a t e d key w i l l be an i n d i s p e n s a b l e companion b o o k l e t 
t o a l l t h e many p u b l i c a t i o n s on New Zealand f e r n s w h i c h have appeared i n r e ­
c e n t y e a r s , and ena b l e u s e r s t o i d e n t i f y any w i l d f e r n t o a l e a s t genus l e v e l . 

P r i c e : $5-95 p e r copy 
D i s c o u n t p r i c e s : $5-50 p e r copy f o r o r d e r s o f 10 o r more c o p i e s 

$5-00 p e r copy f o r o r d e r s o f 50 o r more c o p i e s 
A l l p r i c e s i n c l u d e GST and pos t a g e . Address o r d e r s t o : 
The L i b r a r i a n , N a t i o n a l Museum, P r i v a t e Bag, W e l l i n g t o n 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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• E u c a l y p t u s key 

There a r e over 100 s p e c i e s o f e u c a l y p t s known t o be g r o w i n g i n New Zealand, 
and t o t h e u n t r a i n e d eye many o f them l o o k a l i k e . 

To h e l p s o r t them o u t , C h r i s Ecroyd, c u r a t o r o f t h e F o r e s t Research I n s t i ­
t u t e h e r b a r i u m , has developed a c a r d key based on an A u s t r a l i a n model, 
b u t r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e 92 s p e c i e s l i k e l y t o be f o u n d h e r e . 

I t c o n s i s t s o f a s e r i e s o f punched c a r d s , each w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n , diagram 
or p h o t o g r a p h o f a p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e , and a b o o k l e t e x p l a i n i n g t h e terms 
and how t o use t h e system. 

The u s e r s e l e c t s t h o s e c a r d s t h a t b e s t d e s c r i b e t h e b a r k , buds, f l o w e r s , 
f r u i t , seeds and l e a v e s o f t h e t r e e i n q u e s t i o n , p u t s them t o g e t h e r , and 
h o l d s them up t o t h e l i g h t . 

W i t h l u c k (and c a r e ) he s h o u l d f i n d one l i t t l e p e r f o r a t i o n w i n k i n g a t him, 
and by r e a d i n g o f f t h e master c a r d , he can say w i t h c o n f i d e n c e t h a t h i s 
samples came f r o m E u c a l y p t u s d e l e g a t e n s i s - o r w h a t e v e r . 

FRI B u l l e t i n 125, "A key t o t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 92 s p e c i e s o f E u c a l y p t u s 
f o u n d i n New Zealand," by C h r i s E. Ecroyd. P r i c e $25.30, i n c l u d i n g p o s t a g e 
and GST. A v a i l a b l e f r o m : 

P u b l i c a t i o n s O f f i c e r , F o r e s t Research I n s t i t u t e , P r i v a t e Bag, Rotorua 

• C o l o u r p o s t e r s o f New Zealand p l a n t s 

Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, i s o f f e r i n g f o r 
s a l e two f u l l c o l o u r p o s t e r s . One d e p i c t s 
n a t i v e w e t l a n d p l a n t s and f e a t u r e s 
Typha o r i e n t a l i s , Phormium t e n a x , f r e s h ­
w a t e r d i a t o m s , Coprosma l u c i d a , t h e 
r a r e M y r i o p h y l l u m robustum and a "wood 
r o s e " formed by D a c t y l a n t h u s t a y l o r i i . 
The second d e p i c t s p l a n t s o f New Zealand's 
h i l l c o u n t r y and i l l u s t r a t e s C h i o n o c h l o a 
r i g i d a , Coprosma c f . p a r v i f l o r a , Draco­
p h y l l u m l o n g i f o l i u m , C h i l o g l o t t i s c o r n u t a , 
and s e v e r a l l i c h e n s and mosses. 

The p o s t e r s were p r i n t e d f r o m two of 
a s e t o f f i v e landscape p a i n t i n g s i l l u s t ­
r a t i n g t h e range o f b o t a n i c a l r e s e a r c h 
u n d e r t a k e n by Botany D i v i s i o n . These 
p a i n t i n g s were p l a n n e d by P e t e r Johnson 
(Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, Dunedin) and 
p a i n t e d by Pat Brooke (Botany D i v i s i o n , 
DSIR, L i n c o l n ) . B o t h p o s t e r s have a 
v e r t i c a l f o r m a t and measure 45 x 30 cm. 
C a p t i o n s on t h e r e v e r s e i d e n t i f y t h e p l a n t s , 
p l a n t communities and landscapes i l l u s t r a t e d , 
and l i s t t h e areas o f Botany D i v i s i o n ' s 
r e s e a r c h w h i c h t h e s e p l a n t s r e p r e s e n t . 
Cheques or money o r d e r s f o r $10.50 per 
p a i r s h o u l d be s e n t t o : 

A r t and G r a p h i c s , Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, P r i v a t e Bag, C h r i s t c h u r c h 
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• P o s i t i o n a v a i l a b l e 

The C h a r l e s Darwin Research S t a t i o n , l o c a t e d i n t h e Galapagos I s l a n d s , 
Ecuador, has an opening f o r i t s s t a f f B o t a n i s t , t o s t a r t January 1988. 

D e t a i l s o f t h e j o b s p e c i f i c a t i o n and method o f a p p l i c a t i o n a r e h e l d by 
t h e E d i t o r who w i l l be p l e a s e d t o f o r w a r d c o p i e s on r e q u e s t . A p p l i c a t i o n s 
c l o s e 30 October 1987 w i t h t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e Research S t a t i o n i n Ecuador. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
• Time, change and t h e v e g e t a t i o n o f New Zealand 

I n November 1987 Dr N e v i l l e Moar r e t i r e s a f t e r 40 yea r s o f s c i e n t i f i c en­
deavour as a p l a n t h i s t o r i a n and e c o l o g i s t . To honour h i s achievements 
i n t h e s e f i e l d s , Botany D i v i s i o n i s h o s t i n g a 2 ½ day symposium on p l a n t 
h i s t o r y , b o t h a n c i e n t and modern. 

The main themes o f t h e symposium w i l l be: 
* T e r t i a r y and Q u a t e r n a r y v e g e t a t i o n 
* H i s t o r i c a l v e g e t a t i o n dynamics i n r e l a t i o n t o d i s t u r b a n c e 
* Wetland h i s t o r y 
* F u t u r e o f h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h on t h e v e g e t a t i o n 

Over 20 c o n t r i b u t o r s have o f f e r e d papers on t o p i c s r a n g i n g f r o m l e a f f l o r a s 
of t h e l a t e Cretaceous t o t h e e f f e c t s o f f i r e s on w e t l a n d s . There w i l l 
be ample p r o v i s i o n made i n t h e programme f o r f o r m a l and i n f o r m a l d i s c u s s i o n . 
There a r e s t i l l s e v e r a l s l o t s a v a i l a b l e f o r e x t r a p apers. 

The symposium w i l l be h e l d a t Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, C a n t e r b u r y Science 
and A g r i c u l t u r e C e n t r e , L i n c o l n , f r o m Tuesday 24 t o Thursday 26 November 
1987. L i m i t e d accommodation w i l l be a v a i l a b l e a t a c o s t o f c. $ 4 5 / n i g h t 
(meals i n c l u d e d ) a t L i n c o l n C o l l e g e . Symposium f e e w i l l be $20. 

Those w i s h i n g t o a t t e n d s h o u l d w r i t e t o : 

M.S. McGlone, V e g e t a t i o n H i s t o r y Symposium, Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, P r i v a t e 
Bag, C h r i s t c h u r c h 

• 5 t h John C h i l d B r y o p h y t e Workshop 

T h i s y e a r ' s John C h i l d B r y o p h y t e Workshop w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n Nelson Lakes 
N a t i o n a l Park, 100 km s o u t h o f Nelson, f r o m Thursday e v e n i n g 12 November 
t o Tuesday morning 17 November, 1987. 

Our f o r a y s i n t o b r y o p h y t e - r i c h beech f o r e s t , and on upward i n t o t h e s u b a l p i n e / 
a l p i n e zones s h o u l d y i e l d some i n t e r e s t i n g mosses and l i v e r w o r t s - b o t h 
of w h i c h groups we w i l l c o n c e n t r a t e on t h i s y e a r , i n t h e l a b and i n i n f o r m a l 
e v e n i n g l e c t u r e s . 

Our a c t i v i t i e s w i l l c e n t r e a t t h e 'Red Deer Lodge' on t h e shore o f Lake 
R o t o i t i , where b a s i c l a b o r a t o r y space ( o f our own making!) and bunkhouse 
accommodation w i l l be p r o v i d e d . P a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be asked t o share i n 
domestic chores on a r o s t e r b a s i s . 

As i n t h e p a s t , space and accommodation a r e l i m i t e d ; t h e r e f o r e p r i o r i t y 
w i l l be g i v e n t o t h o s e w i s h i n g t o p a r t i c i p a t e f u l l y i n t h e o r g a n i s e d p r o -



14 

gramme. For t h o s e w i s h i n g t o b r i n g o t h e r f a m i l y members, accommodation 
may be a v a i l a b l e a t t h e A l p i n e Lodge ( 1 km e a s t ) o r i n t h e l o c a l camping 
ground and motor camp a t Lake R o t o i t i . 

We e x p e c t t o be a b l e t o p r o v i d e t r a n s p o r t f o r p a r t i c i p a n t s between Nelson 
and Lake R o t o i t i ; s h a r e d t r a n s p o r t w i l l a l s o be a v a i l a b l e f r o m C h r i s t c h u r c h . 

I f you w i s h t o r e c e i v e t h e second c i r c u l a r p l e a s e w r i t e t o : 

Ms. G a i l Franko, Cawthron I n s t i t u t e , P r i v a t e Bag, Nelson 

• A u s t r a l a s i a n P o l l i n a t i o n E c o l o g i s t s Society 1988 Conference: Cass, Canter­
bury, January 18-20. 

APES w i l l meet f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n New Zealand n e x t January, t o d i s c u s s 
a l l a s p e c t s o f p o l l i n a t i o n b i o l o g y . A l l i n t e r e s t e d b o t a n i s t s and z o o l o g i s t s 
a r e welcome. We hope t o have a good c o n t i n g e n t o f our A u s t r a l i a n c o l l e a g u e s . 
T r a n s p o r t can be p r o v i d e d , l e a v i n g f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a n t e r b u r y on 
Jan 17, v i s i t i n g t h e C r a i g i e b u r n m o u n t a i n s , and a r r i v i n g i n t i m e f o r d i n n e r . 
The r e t u r n t r i p w i l l be back i n C h r i s t c h u r c h by noon, Jan 2 1 . 

R e g i s t r a t i o n and accommodation (bunks, w i t h y o u r own s l e e p i n g bags, and 
i n c l u d i n g a l l m e a l s ) : $60 ( 3 ½ d a y s ) ; S t u d e n t s $40; T r a n s p o r t $30. 

A programme and f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be s e n t t o p a r t i c i p a n t s i n November. 
R e g i s t r a t i o n forms ( t o be r e t u r n e d by October 15) a r e o b t a i n a b l e f r o m : 

David Lloyd, P l a n t & M i c r o b i a l S c i e n c e s , U n i v e r s i t y o f C a n t e r b u r y , P r i v a t e 
Bag, C h r i s t c h u r c h 

MEETING REVIEW 
• C o u n c i l of Heads of A u s t r a l i a n Herbaria (CHAH), Darwin, 25-26 August 
1987 

Hot on t h e h e e l s o f f o u r months accumulated l e a v e t o u r i n g B r i t a i n and Europe, 
I was o f f t o Darwin f o r t h e 1987 CHAH m e e t i n g and a s s o c i a t e d f i e l d t r i p s 
and t o u r s . There i s no doubt t h a t Darwin's c l i m a t e was more a c c e p t a b l e 
t h a n New Zealand w i n t e r , and t h e a d d i t i o n o f what seems t o be t y p i c a l CHAH 
h o s p i t a l i t y made t h e t r i p most w o r t h w h i l e and e n j o y a b l e . 

For t h e p a s t 7 y e a r s , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m one o f t h e t h r e e main New Zea­
l a n d h e r b a r i a (AK, CHR, WELT) and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m t h e Papua New Guinea 
N a t i o n a l H e r b a r i u m (LAE) have been i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d t h e m e e t i n g as o b s e r v e r s , 
t h o u g h i n e f f e c t t h e o b s e r v e r s p a r t i c i p a t e f u l l y i n most o f t h e b u s i n e s s 
c o n s i d e r e d . Nine r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m A d e l a i d e (AD), B r i s b a n e ( B R I ) , Can­
b e r r a (CANB), Darwin (DNA), H o b a r t (HO), Melbourne (MEL), Sydney (NSW) 
and P e r t h (PERTH) a t t e n d e d t h e 1987 m e e t i n g w i t h two o b s e r v e r s f r o m A u c k l a n d 
(AK) and Papua New Guinea (LAE). 

Agenda i t e m s i n c l u d e d d i s c u s s i o n o f f u r t h e r h e r b a r i u m t r a i n i n g workshops 
i n t h e f u t u r e ; methods f o r v e t t i n g b i o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l programmes i n o r d e r 
t o s a f e g u a r d t h e n a t i v e f l o r a ; t h e impending p u b l i c a t i o n o f " C u r r e n t Taxo-
nomic Research on t h e A u s t r a l i a n F l o r a " ; t h e A u s t r a l i a n B o t a n i c a l L i a i s o n 
O f f i c e r a t Kew; and v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s under t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e Bureau o f 
F l o r a and Fauna, such as t h e F l o r a o f A u s t r a l i a s e r i e s , Census o f A u s t r a l i a n 
p l a n t s , and t h e A u s t r a l i a n P l a n t Names I n d e x . 
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The most i n t e r e s t i n g p a r t o f t h e m e e t i n g i s t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f an n u a l 
r e p o r t s f r o m each o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n h e r b a r i a , and AK, CHR, LAE and WELT. 
T h i s p r o v i d e s a f o r u m f o r i n f o r m a l d i s c u s s i o n o f h e r b a r i u m p r a c t i c e and 
methodology, f r o m w h i c h much can be l e a r n t . V o l u n t e e r s t a f f have commenced 
work i n s e v e r a l h e r b a r i a - a concept new t o CHAH members when I a t t e n d e d 
t h e 1984 me e t i n g i n P e r t h and r e p o r t e d on my own i n s t i t u t i o n ' s r e l i a n c e 
on v o l u n t e e r s f o r much b a s i c c u r a t o r i a l work. Major e x t e n s i o n s t o MEL 
are underway, and BRI i s t o g e t a new te m p o r a r y b u i l d i n g ( w i t h a i r con­
d i t i o n i n g and Compactus s h e l v i n g ) t o cope w i t h o v e r c r o w d i n g . HO's new 
b u i l d i n g i s a l m o s t ready f o r o c c u p a t i o n . CANB, PERTH and NSW have a l l 
begun c o m p u t e r i s a t i o n o f r e c o r d s u s i n g TITAN s o f t w a r e , w h i l e BRI and DNA 
o p e r a t e in-house systems. The A l i c e S p r i n g s Herbarium (NT) i s t o be moved 
t o Darwin and merged w i t h DNA on new premises a t P a l m e r s t o n , j u s t o u t s i d e 
Darwin. AD, BRI and NSW a r e now u s i n g s e l f - a d h e s i v e t a p e f o r m o u n t i n g 
specimens ( I have w r i t t e n a s k i n g f o r p r e c i s e d e t a i l s ) . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e m e e t i n g we were f l o w n t o M u r g e n e l l a , a f o r m e r f o r e s t r y camp 
on A b o r i g i n a l l a n d i n t h e n o r t h o f Arnhemland, f o r 2 ½ days c o l l e c t i n g . 
I t was a w o n d e r f u l e x p e r i e n c e t o be su r r o u n d e d by a v i d p l a n t c o l l e c t o r s 
(and even b e t t e r t o have l o c a l b o t a n i s t s on t a p who c o u l d p r o v i d e names 
o f f p a t f o r 95% o f t h e t a x a ! ) . 

R e g r e t t a b l y , CHAH was u n a b l e t o t a k e up t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o h o l d t h e i r 1988 
mee t i n g i n New Zealand a t t h e same t i m e as t h e ' F e s t i v a l o f Botany' i n 
C h r i s t c h u r c h , as s e v e r a l Heads were u n l i k e l y t o o b t a i n a p p r o v a l s f o r o v e r ­
seas t r a v e l (even though t h e i r a i r f a r e s w o u l d i n some cases be l e s s t o 
C h r i s t c h u r c h t h a n w i t h i n A u s t r a l i a ! ) . The 1988 m e e t i n g w i l l be h e l d i n 
Ho b a r t , and t i m e d such t h a t d e l e g a t e s can t r a v e l d i r e c t l y on t o C h r i s t c h u r c h 
f o r t h e F e s t i v a l . 

Anthony W r i g h t , A u c k l a n d I n s t i t u t e and Museum, P r i v a t e Bag, Au c k l a n d 1 

• Exam h o w l e r s 

Sex i s n o t e s s e n t i a l ( f o r f u n g i ) b u t p r o v i d e s v a r i e t y . 

One advantage o f a s e x u a l r e p r o d u c t i o n over s e x u a l r e p r o d u c t i o n i s t h a t 
i t i s l e s s t i r i n g . 

S o l i d substances may be s e p a r a t e d f r o m a su s p e n s i o n i n w a t e r by c a s t r a t i o n . 

P l a c e a r t i f i c i a l pondwater i n t h e t a n k by d i s s o l v i n g 2 o r 3 t a b l e t s o f 
K l e i n f e l t e r ' s a r t i f i c i a l pond t a b l e t s . 

C o n j u g a t e d p r o t e i n has a m e t a l j o i n t t o i t . 

A s u b - c l i m a x i s when t h e f i n a l r e s u l t i s n o t as f u l f i l l i n g as i t s h o u l d 
have been. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear E d i t o r 

I have had two comments on my n o t e s i n t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r on Banks P e n i n ­
s u l a Botany, and I g a t h e r f r o m t h e p e o p l e r e s p o n s i b l e t h a t t h e y t h i n k I 
s h o u l d d r o p you an a d d i t i o n a l n o t e - i n case t h e y d o n ' t g e t r o u n d t o i t . 

The f i r s t c oncerns Hymenanthera c r a s s i f o l i a and H. a l p i n a . I c o n f e s s e d 
d i f f i c u l t y i n b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d more t h a n one s p e c i e s , and 
even more d i f f i c u l t y i n b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e r e were two s p e c i e s on Banks 
P e n i n s u l a and K a i t o r e t e S p i t . Tony Druce on a r e c e n t j o u r n e y southwards 
c o l l e c t e d b o t h s p e c i e s f r o m t h e M a r l b o r o u g h c o a s t , showed them t o me s i d e 
by s i d e , and accompanied me t o K a i t o r e t e where he t h e n asked me what I would 
c a l l t h e Hymenanthera g r o w i n g a t sea l e v e l i n c o a s t a l s t o n y ground t h e r e . 
He d i d n o t have t o t w i s t my arm t o g e t an answer; t h e K a i t o r e t e p l a n t s 
o b v i o u s l y matched h i s H. a l p i n a , and n o t h i s H. c r a s s i f o l i a . W h i l e I l o o k 
f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e w i l d i n t h e Cook S t r a i t a r e a , I f e e l 
c o m f o r t a b l e meanwhile i n c a l l i n g a l l o f t h e Banks P e n i n s u l a p o p u l a t i o n 
H. a l p i n a f r o m c o a s t s t o summits. H. c r a s s i f o l i a appears t o be r e s t r i c t e d 
t o c o a s t a l r o c k y p l a c e s on e i t h e r s i d e o f Cook S t r a i t . I t does n o t appear 
t o e x t e n d southwards i n t o C a n t e r b u r y . I f i t d o e s n ' t , t h i s w i l l r e l i e v e 
us a l i t t l e f r o m a t t e m p t i n g t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e two s p e c i e s more c l e a r l y 
t h a n V o l 1 o f t h e F l o r a a c h i e v e s , f o r t h e C a n t e r b u r y B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y ' s 
p u b l i c a t i o n on t h e s m a l l - l e a v e d shrubs o f C a n t e r b u r y and W estland. Or i s 
t h i s a d e r e l i c t i o n o f d u t y ? 

The second comment was f r o m B r i a n M o l l o y , and concerned my o b s e r v a t i o n s 
o f N o thofagus a t low a l t i t u d e s on Banks P e n i n s u l a , c o h a b i t i n g w i t h Macro-
p i p e r , Hedycarya, Myoporum and P a s s i f l o r a t e t r a n d r a . B r i a n commented t h a t 
l o w - a l t i t u d e Nothofagus f o r e s t s i n c o a s t a l s o u t h e r n M a r l b o r o u g h a r e compar­
a b l e . I n d e e d , John Wardle i n h i s book "The New Zealand Beeches" r e f e r r e d 
t o t h e s e l o w l a n d s t a n d s and c o n s i d e r e d t h a t beech p r o b a b l y a l s o o c c u p i e d 
on Banks P e n i n s u l a a s i m i l a r l o w l a n d n i c h e t o t h a t i n t h e Seaward K a i k o u r a 
a r e a , b u t " l o g g i n g and b u r n i n g w o u l d have r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r e a r l y d e s t r u c t ­
i o n " . W e l l , we now know t h a t a l i t t l e r e m a ins. 

Hugh W i l s o n , 160 S a l i s b u r y S t , C h r i s t c h u r c h 1 
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