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enough to handle, into small pots, tubes or small tins (this practice is called
“pricking-off” or “potting-up”) and stood in a sheltered spot as noted above.
Do not place small plants in large containers of soil and do not water newly
potted plants too frequently. Water more often as roofs and top growth
develop. The soil to use for this first potting need not be as rich as the
general potting compost recommended above; a sandy loam is satisfactory.

4. "Potting-on’’ the growing plants.
(a) When to pot-on.

Having begun with small plants in small containers it becomes necessary
tc “pot-on” into a slightly larger size from time to time as growth takes place,
e.g., 32" to 5” pot, 5" 10 7, 7" 10 97, 9 inch to a tub, etc. The time to
pot on is when the roots have reached the sides of the container and are
seeking fresh food material, having exhausted the nutrients in the soil. Do not
wait until the plant becomes pot-bound, but move it on gradually from
size to size as required. Eventually the plant reaches its final container and
after some weeks or months will again have exhausted the soil nutrients—
a feeding programme is then commenced (see below) so that the plant can
be further nourished without disturbance.

Plants which are grown for flowering in pots should receive their final
potting about two months or mere before flowering time (e.g., Correa pulchella
or Epacris impressa to be flowered say in 7” pots in late autumn through to
early spring, would need their final potting about February). Good flowering
plants of Correa in 7-inch pots can be expected in 1% years after taking
cuttings. Liquid feeding should not commence until fiower buds start to form—
otherwise leaf growth may be encouraged at the expense of flowers.

Fairly large foliage plants (e.g. Ficus, Schefflera) which need repotting
only once a year are best done in the spring before active growth commences
—repotting such plants in the autumn is unwise because growth is slowing
down as winter approaches.

Very large plants in very large containers need special treatment, for
they have reached the stage when further potting on is not practicable. They
may have become too unwieldly even to lift. Trim the roots and repot into
the same container, working in a little fresh soil around the roots. Eventually
such plants have to be planted out in the open garden, but their life in ihe
tub or other large container can be prolonged for a few years without dis-
turbance by removing some of the surface soil and top-dressing with some
fresh soil enriched with bone and organic fertilizer--this is done each spring
and followed up by liquid manuring throughout the subsequent growing period.
Penetration of fertilizer into the ball of roots is improved by making deep
narrow holes with a steel spike or pointed stick.

(b) How to pot-on.

This is best shown by actual demonstration, but we may keep the following
points in mind:

(i) The soil of the plants to be potted must be moist beforehand.
Ensure also that the potting compost is nicely moist, neither too dry nor
too sticky.

(i) Scrub pots clean with warm water and a mild disinfectant soap
such as “Clensel” in order to reduce chance of disease infection and also
to enable the plant to be knocked cleanly out of its pot at a later date.

(iii) Carefully crock the pots to ensure good drainage—place a curved
crock over the hole and add further broken crocks, gravel, fibre or other
suitable drainage material in proportion to the size of the pot.

Continved on Page 25
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Regional Map of Australia—Part II
By C. N. DEBENHAM, Muesum of Applied Arts and Sciences, N.S.W.

The figures following are the standard 30 year normals of stations which
may be taken to represent the over-all climatic pattern found within each
region.

RELATIVE
REGION RAINFALL IN INCHES TEMPERATURZ F HUMIDITY
0
Annual Jan. July Jan. July Av. annual
ERZMAEAN (Interior) ZONE
North 13.8 4.0 0.2 76-99 51-75 31
South West 111 0.6 1.4 62-94 39-62 56
Sou.h East 9.2 0.6 0.7 65-91 41-60 a7
TROPICAL ZONE
WEST e 229 7.3 0.1 79-91 57-82 63
Norih
Coast 58.7 16.2 0.5 77-90 68-87 68
Inland 247 6.8 0.3 76-98 54 84 49
East
Coast s e 43.1 10.9 07 76-87 60-76 70
Highlands . ... ... .. 23.3 4.9 0.7 71-93 52-76 63
SUB-TROPICAL ZONE
Coast ... RPN 40.1 5.7 1.9 69-86 49-69 68
Highlands 29.0 3.9 21 57-81 34-54 68
Inland RS 9.1 0.9 0.5 74-98 42-65 38
TEMPERATE ZONE
South East
Coast i . SR 35.7 4.5 2.6 61-74 44-60 70
Highlands 24.3 2.2 2.0 56-82 36-52 65
Alpine 48.7 3.3 4.2 42-65 25-39 67
Inland 20.9 2.0 1.9 64-92 38-60 58
South
Coast ... 25.9 1.9 1.9 57-78 43-56 65
Highlands 27.4 1.3 2.7 51.76 38-50 79
Infand 155 0.6 1.7 55-84 39-57 59
Tasmania 28.6 1.5 3.1 52-76 37-54 70
South West
Coast ... [T 36.0 0.3 7.3 63-85 48-63 62
Inland .. 0.5 3.6 61-92 42-62 62

180 )
GENERAL FEATURES OF THE REGIONS
(A) THE EREMAEAN

The prominent feature of the continent is the large tracts of desert
sand hills, desert loams, desert sand plains and stony deserts of an interior
from which encircling belts extend of progressively higher rainfall. This
arid area (about one third of the total continent) is referred to as the
Eremaean and extends westwards to the coast around Sharkes Bay, eastwards
to the Darling River of N.S.W. and the far south-west of Queensland. South
of the tropic of Capricorn, its boundary approximates the 10” isohyet (i.e.,
the rainfall does not exceed 10” annually) but north of the tropic, the
boundary reaches the 20” isohyet. Much of the Eremaean is made up of the
Great Plateau (1,000-2,000ft. elevation) but in the east the much lower
elevations of the Great Artesian Basin cover about 550,000 sq. miles.

To the south-west and east, local conditions have altered the general
pattern of the Eremaean so that an interchange of arid and higher rainfali
floras proceeds. These areas make up the inter-zones shown on the map as
G-A, B-H, C-I (in the east) and E-K in the south-west.

The tropic of Capricorn provides a theoretic boundary to regions of wet
summer and dry winter with high atmosphere moisture (absolute humidity)
and high temperature—the tropical zone—and the wet winter/dry summer,
low absolute humidity, lower temperatures and wider dispersal of rains over
the seasons of the temperate zone. The true boundary, however, is further
south and at about latitude 30 degrees is marked the southern limit of the
south-east trade winds which bring to the eastern coast and near-coast of the

mainiand the heaviest rains of the continent.
EDITOR'S NOTE—The map referred to in this article appears in the previous issue,
‘Ausfralian Plants, Vol. 1, No. 10, March, 1962,










































