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CARE OF NATIVE PLANTS

Most native plants form some feeder roots near the soil surface and as
it is in this region that most of the readily available plant foods are located
some endeavour should be made to ensure a favourable environment for the
roots either by mulching or shading of the surface. Conservation of soil
moisture reduces the need for watering and consequently decreases the
leaching out of nutrients. Weeding is minimised and tilling of the surface
avoided.

COVER PLANTS from D. R. Ali, Klemzig, South Australia.

| consider cover plants to be very useful as:—

1. They take the “bare” look away from the garden between shrubs.

2 They serve as a useful mulch and control most weeds.

3. They provide a “bonus”, flowering in poor or waste areas.

| have grown many of the plants recommended in the articles on
Cover Plants on pages 13, 14, 15 and 16 and in addition recommend
Acacia aculeatissima, Hibbertia species and Isotoma axillaris. Isotoma is semi-
prostrate; & high. The flowering period is nine months, starting in early
spring. The longer the season extended, the deeper the blue of the flowers
became. This plant seems happy with a minimum of sun.

For Ground Covers For Coastal Planting, E. M. M. Boddy recommends the
plants described by R. Hill on page 15 and describes plants very suitable for
your garden on page 13. For areas where it is desired to keep weeds
in check and yet allow reasonably light traffic in these aveas. “Lippia, Pult-
enaea, peduncularis, Pratia white and blue forms, Scaevola macrocanpa and
Haloragis micranthia could be used for this purpose. Where it is just desired
to eliminate weed growth, close planting will give the desired effect. | call
to mind one small area in a raised rockery 5’ x 2 x 18" high—Grev. alpina
2.3, Grev. “stieglitziana” semi prostrate, two Grevillea hybrids, Grev. parvi-
flora 2', Darwinia micropetala 1’, Thomasia grandiflora var., Angustissima 18",
Chorizema cordatum 18" and Epacris longiflora 18”-2' —eleven plants in
an area 5 x 2’ intermingling and the healthiest spot in the nursery and no
weeds.”

SURFACE MULCHING—An introduction by E. M. M. Boddy.

Surface mulching is a practice that is neglected in too many gardens,
private and municipal. Too much energy is expended in continual digging of
the soil. Root systems suffer. The earthworm and natural soil bacteria are
unduly disturbed and gardens often suffer as the result of too much zeal.
Obtain the English publication “Gardening without Digging”.

The surface of our garden was mulched with 6" of tan bark nine years
ago and the soil has not been disturbed since. These garden beds were
formed by encroaching on the original lawn. | must make special mention
that no digging was performed prior to planting the native shrubs in the
area that was previously lawn. An inch of soil was stripped off in order
to remove the lawn grass, the surface was mulched with ordinary garden
compost and light loam to a depth of 2in. After planting, the surface was
mulched with tan bark in order to correct the high degree of alkalinity of the
sub-soils.

Leaves and lawn grass cuttings are helpful but not permanent as a surface
mulch. Articles on pages 18, 19, and 20 deal adequately with the use of
gravel, stones, sawdust and shavings. Blue metal screening %-%" although
alkaline, appear to possess properties that are beneficial to plant life and
may be used to a depth of 2”. Red Scoria, which is also volcanic, could have
a better appearance if not too fine.
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STURT PEAS—A Dramatic Native Flower For Your Garden

By FRANK BRIDGEMAN, B.Sc. (Agric.)—W.A. Tree Society

One of the most siriking and brilliant of native flowers—indeed com-
paring favourably with the most beautiful flowers of the world—the Sturt
Pea can be cultivated without any great trouble. Note the words, “without
any great trouble”. It is, indeed, one of the best natives for a novice
to start with—nearly as easy as zinnias—as it blooms within several months
of sowing and results which your neighbours will envy can soon be seen.

| have cultivated Sturt Peas almost every year since 1943, first in the
gravelly sandy loams of the Hills, then in the clay loams near Maddington; the
rich loams of Harvey and on the contrasting poor Banksia sands of Perth
suburbs. For every year of those 15 years, in one or other of the situations
mentioned, | have secured flowering plants, usually many and excellent.

NAMES AND LEGENDS OF THE STURT PEA. The accepted correct botanical
name of the Sturt Pea is Clianthus formosus—a name which can be freely
translated as “Glorious flower of beautiful form”, appropriate and more
descriptive of this truly glorious flower than its common name. The Sturt Pea
has also been called botanically C. speciosius and C. dampierii.

Sturt Peas were one of the first Australian plants collected from these
shores, taken to England and brought to the notice of the Western World;
the voyager William Dampier noticing and collecting it from the north west
coast of Western Australia in 1699. Dampier, pirate though he was, appreciated
the distinction and beauty of our native plants, remarking favourably upon
them in his journals, though he did not appreciate our country otherwise
as seen by him from the north west coast.

It was much later that the inland explorer, Charles Sturt, brought the
plant to the notice of the eastern states whence it was called the Sturt Desert
Pea, Sturt discovering it near Cooper’s Creek in 1844—some 145 years after
Dampier’s discovery.

Sturt Desert Pea is not really a particularly appropriate name because
this “glorious flower of beautiful form” could, on its history and beauty,
have a more romantic common name. Perhaps its relative in New Zealand,
Clianthus puniceus—commonly called the Glory Pea—could indicate a better
common name for our plant. Be that as it may, the New Zealand plant may be
useful in future hybridization with the Sturt Pea to produce greater perenniality
and versatility.

Aboriginal names of the Sturt Pea vary with the tribe and dialect, but
in the Jiga'ong area in Western Australia, the name used was “Malukura”. There
is believed to be some interesting aboriginal legends about the Sturt Peas, but
| have not been able to trace authentic details of these from the W.A. University
nor the W.A. Museum. Perhaps some reader could help in this direction.
TREATING STURT PEAS AS AN ANNUAL—The Key to Easy Cultivation:

The Sturt Pea occurs naturally after infrequent rains over a wide area
of arid and semi-arid Australia—from the north west coast of Western
feustralia to the western plains of N.S.W.

Within this very wide area, there can be expected to be a wide variation
in plant habit and other characteristics. In botanical records, Sturt Pea is
usually described as a perennial, though this has been disputed by some
observers; maybe it is a perennial in certain areas and an annual in others.
Whatever its natural variation, | have found that most of the plants | have
cultivated behaved as annuals, and as it flowers a few months after sowing
the plant is best treated as such for garden purposes in wet climates, just
as many exotics, e.g., violas, really perennials, are treated as annuals in our
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THE GENUS LYPERANTHUS IN AUSTRALIA

3. /962

L. nigricans and labellum. KEY TO PLATE
L. forrestii and labellum.
L. serratus and labellum.
L. svaveolens and labellum.
All plants shown approx. half natural size, labella much enlarged.
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AUSTRALIAN ORCHID REVIEW

Annval subscription 12/6 from Shepherd & Newman Pty. Ltd., Yurong St., Sydney, N.S.W.

This beautifully presented periodical, 50 pages of art paper, is the journal of the affiliated
Orchid Societies in every state of Australia Receiving the active support of these societies its coverage
is reflected in the wide range of articles for orchid growers of ail interests and experience.

Each issue has articles for the beginner as well as information on new trends, introductions and
technical developments for the more experienced.

The policy of the Orchid Societics, and their journal, to creale as much interest as
possible in the development and cultivation of orchids native to Australia, is obvious from
the prominence they receive in each issue. For instance the June issue has Dendrobium speciosum
on the front cover and an excellent and very complete article on this subject. Another article entitled
“Growing our Commen Pterostylis or Greenhood’' is very we!l written. Of exceptional value also
is the series of articles by the competent H. C. Slade, the one in the June issue being
titled '‘Epiphytes’, and general cultivation articles such as ‘“‘Does Higher Temperatures Favour
Growth’’.

The growing of orchids, whether Australian or beautiful horticultural exotics, is not difficult
and certainly is rewarding. 1 grcw a couple of Cymbidiums out under the trees and bring them
into the house for long periods of flowering. The Australian Orchid Review can get you
started, or better still, join one of the many lccal orchid societies in all parts of Australia.
They are a friendly group of people. One of the reasons for the success of ’‘Australian Plants’
is the spontanesus support by the Crchid Societies in all states, with special thanks, if | may,
to the N.S.W. Crchid Society.

WILDFLOWERS OF AUSTRALIA by Thistle Y, Harris Price 42/-

This beavutifully illustrated bock was the first wildflower book | ever purchased 10
years ago and is still the best becok available for colour plate presentation of a wide range
of Australian wildflowers. There are 257 full colour plates of wildflowers ¢wo of which
have been reproduced in this journal. There is a brief description of each flower illustrated
giving the plant size, habitat, etc. The second part comprising one third of the book
intreduces the interested beginner to the ccmmon wildlower plant families and genera and
with simple keys shows the difference in closely related genera and species illustrated in the
first part of the book. The theme of the bock is to assist beginners to determine the names
of wildflowers from the colour plates and to encourage them to learn more about them.
Aspects on their cultivation are not mentioned.

EASTERN AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWERS by This'le Y. Harris Price 5/-

This is a booklet of special valuz centaining full colour photographs of wildflowers
common in the eas*ern states of Australia. The photographs have been carefully chosen by ‘ihe
author for your pleasure.

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS. Issues 1, 2 and 3 have now been reprinted, Copies of issues 5, 6, 7, 7,
10 and 11 are also available at 3/- each. Binders 12/-.
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Books of Australian Plants, Etc.

WE SEARCH THE WORLD FOR RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE BUDS AND FRUITS OF EUCALYPTUS
SPECIES, WITH AN ALPHABETICAL INDEX (Forestry & Timber
Bureau) 8/6d. Post 1/-.

WILDFLOWERS (Clarice Morris) Aus. Outdoor Guides. Ills. 16/-, Post 9d.

WATTLES OF THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY. A booklet.
6/-d., pPst 5d.

OQRCHIDS OF THE WEST (Rica Erickson) Col. plates. £1/5/0. Post 1/-.

EASTERN AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWERS (This‘le Y. Harris) Col. plates.
5/-d. Post 5d.

THE EUCALYPTS (A. R. Penfold & J. L. Willis) Ills. £5/15/6. Post 3/-.

TREES AND SHRUBS FOR AUSTRALIAN GARDENS (E. E. Lord).
Complete reference book, col. & b/w plates. £6/15/0. Post 3/-.

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS FOR THE GARDEN (Thistle Y. Harris) IIls.
£3/3/0. Post 2/-.

Also new and secondhand books on Australiana, Pacific, Art, Natural

History, Gardening, Orchids, Biographies and General Literature.

We are Specialists in Microscopes, Prismatic Binoculars and Astro-

nomical Telescopes, Magnifiers, Compasses, 10x British Achromatic
Magnifiers.

N. H. Seward Pty. Ltd.
457 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, VIC., MU 6129
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Calocephalus brownii

The “Cushion Bush” is a very apt name for this beautiful plant which has
been grown in England and the Continent for many years in bedding displays
but is only in recent years being recognised here in Australia as a useful
garden plant. As its name implies in habit it is like a large spreading cushion
one to two feet high, a single plant ofien covering many square feet. It is
silvery in appearance and when planted closely together makes a striking
ground cover. Some good effects can be seen along the Coorong and South
Coast districts of South Australia. It grows easily from cuttings.

These are some of the better known coastal ground cover plants but
the following also warrant trials under similar conditions.

Acacia rotundifolia (A. obliqua), Kennedya prosirata, Scaevola micro-
carpa, Westringia dampieri, Kunzea pomifera, Correa species.

J. L. ABEL REPORTS FOR N.S.W.

Cover Planis for Coastal Areas—not vigorous plants.

Lobelia ancepts—A native of West Australia that could become vigorous
in damp positions but an excellent plant as a small creeper with its blue
fan shaped flowers. The eastern species of Lobelia are also suitable.

Geranium pilosum—The dense mat of red and green foliage responds
veell to cutting back after flowering. Small pink flowers.

Mirbelia reticulata—Under its natural conditions this beautifully pink
pea flowered plant covers large areas of ground becoming very matty. It
grows well on sodden soils and even on dry areas up to a height of one
foot.

Pelargonium australe generally grows on gravelly soils with outcrops of
sandstone providing good drainage. It does best when growing near an old
rotten log that produces some exira plant food.

Conmelina cryanea will adapt itseif to both heavy or light soils. It
could become a pest in good soils or moist locations but never in medium
to poor soils.

Isotoma axillaris—Set a few plants out in the open bed or rockery
for a good but not vigorous cover with pale blue flowers over summer.
Prune heavily after flowering.

Covering Plants for Coastal Areas—for covering patches.

Oxylobium scandens will grow both on heavy or sandy type soils, the
vine producing a yellow pea shaped flower. It does best on sandy soils where
it will cover a large area.

Clematis microphylla—This vine is not a strong climber like other species
of Clematis and usually stays on the ground as a good cover plant.

Desmodium varians is usually found growing along well-drained heavy
clay pans mainly under Eucalyptus maculata. This small pink pea shaped
flowered piant, very similar to Kennedya is quite successful in a hanging basket.
Plectranthus parviflorus, the cockspur flower does best where there is some
moisture although it will stand long dry spells. It is easily controlled by
cutting back after summer flowering. !t is also good for basket work.

Scaevola ramosissima. This is a very pretty plant with its large fan shaped
flowers, mauve to purple in colour. On gravelly to heavy but well-drained soils
it spreads over the ground as if it was a vine forming a mat of twining growth
with flowers most months of the year. It will not stand wet feet and will die
off very quickly if the water cannot get away from the roots. A perfect
cover plant if you can grow it.

Dampiera. All species make good cover plants with pale to deep blue
flowers.
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THE COTTON WOOL SANDWICH
A METHOD OF GERMINATION OF SEED — By ROSS DOIG
A method used in the teaching of botany for the observation of plant growth,
tried as a result of failures with the mcre usual methods (outlined below) of
germinating Leguminosae, Acacia and other hard and/or waxy testa seed.

Method (a) Pouring near boiling water over seed, keeping immersed until
swollen, and then sowing in the normal manner.

Method (b) Sowing at the usual depth and maintaining a fire on the
surface for five minutes, then watering thoroughly from the bottom.

Method (c) Nicking (slicing a small piece off) the testa and sowing as
normal.

Disadvantages became apparent as follows:—

Method (a) The type of soil is all important as drying out takes place if
the mix is too sandy and damping off or rotting occurs with too loamy a
mix or if a sandy mix is overwatered (particularly with Leguminosae from
W.A.).

Method (b) Better results than (a) probably due to partial soil sterilisa-
tion, but too great a proportion of seed was destroyed by heat and some
species damped off (others in the same seed bed did not).

Method (c) Disadvantages as for (a).

COTTON WOOL METHOD

Sierile cotton wool from the standard pharmaceutical roll is cut to
selected length, moistened thoroughly, and placed in a shallow non-rusting
container, e.g., plastic or aluminum trays. The seeds are placed in the folded
cotton wool, but before doing so it is advisable to turn under the upper
and lower edges and allow the lower edge to project a little (to make
inspection easier).

All hard testa seed should be nicked by slicing a section of the seed
case on the side furthest from the embryo, but fine seed, e.g., Leptospermum
and Melaleuca may be sown direct.

REMARKS:
Germination is rapid, without the need for the radicle to penetrate the
soil and the hypocotyl also thrusts upward with no hindrance.

Boiled water would doubtless be better than tap water but | have
experienced no trouble with the latter. Seedlings may be transplanted when
the cotyledons free themselves from the testa and | have found the following
a suitable method:—

Saturate the soil in the tin or pot, allow it to drain, insert a knife
blade with sideways pressure to the depth of the radicle and lower the seedling
into the V groove. The medium is then pressed against the seedling and
the container placed in shade and protected from wind for at least a week,
after which time it can go into the open (depending upon the species).

Seven pound tins are most suitable as the roots are free to roam and in
the process anchor the plant well. Having observed the rapid root growth
relative to slower top growth with some Acacias and Legumes small tins seem
unnecessary.

And finally the advantages of the method.

(1) Complete control at all stages.

(2) A single transplant at a stage when the seedling is strong and
healthy.

(3) The sterile medium combined with controllable warmth, darkness and
moisture.

(4) No damping off, radicle develops freely, the testa is shed easily and
good growth is made before predators attack the seedlings.
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SAWDUST AS A MULCH

By BERNHARDT E. SCHUBERT

We have used only Australian hardwood sawdust mulch over a period
of ten years and found it is unexcelled as a means of conserving moisture
during long and dry summers.

When sawdust is used on an unplanted area, the whole area is first
covered to a depth of one foot. For planting dig a hole in the sawdust about
one foot square down to the original soil and fill the hole with garden loam.
The plant is planted in this soil. When used to a depth of one foot the sawdust
can be put straight over a fairly thick and strong growth of weeds, provided
they are first pressed flat and the sawdust consolidated by stamping it down.
Some strong and persistent weeds may protrude through but they are easily
pulled out and weeds will soon be completely killed out.

If sawdust is put around existing plants it should be at least 4-6 weeks
since it has been sawn. As a rule | do not use any fertiliser to counteract the
effect of sawdust but if yellowing occurs in the plants some such fertiliser
as blood and bone may be applied to the top of the soil around the piants
with advantage. If planting is carried out during dry weather, regular
watering is required until the plant is established. Thereafter watering
can be more or less entirely discontinued with most types of plants.

Some people have complained that sawdust has a disadvantage in that
the surface becomes loose and blows in dry weather. This can easily be over-
come by spreading gravel to a depth of % inch over the surface. The gravel
never becomes lost in the sawdust and eventually settles down to a nice
surface enhancing the appearance of the area treated. When sawdust is first
put down, one is inclined to object to the raw, some might say, unpleasant
colour but in only a few months it begins to mellow, eventually, to a nice
brownish-tan colour which harmonises very well with a native garden.

MULCHING WITH SAWDUST AND SHAVINGS
By PAX LINDSAY

| think most people at some time or another have given thought, on
various angles, how the vast heaps of sawdust and shavings may be put to
some useful purpose. It has been utilised in the garden with varying results.
The mode of application has been haphazard, and in most cases, guesswork,
with the result that two schools of thought have cropped up—it is good or it
is no good.

Because of the high cost of cow manure, tan bark and spent hops from
breweries, all of which made perfect organic fertilizers, the stage had arrived
when | was economically compelled to take a more scientific approach
to the usages of sawdust and shavings. | have found them to be more uniform
in their analysis (on an average) than any other form of organic matter.
Animal manures, leaf moulds and compost are not uniform, and because of
this it is difficult to assess the correct amount of chemical fertilizer required,
and you must bear in mind that organic matter and fertilizer are very closely
related, with each dependent on the other for best fertility. | would like to
make it quite clear that wood shavings and sawdust are very low in fertility
—but they are uniform.

The indiscriminate use of shavings and sawdust should be avoided. The
amount of nitrogen in 100lbs. of shavings is 0.2lbs. That used by fungi to
decompose the sawdust is 1.4 nitrogen. Therefore, 1.2lbs. nitrogen would have
to be added to the soil. In most cases the micro-organisms in the mulch are
more successful than the plants in obtaining the nitrogen required and this

v
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all day, as in the mallee country. If given sufficient watering and occasional
dressings of blood and bone, it will grow anywhere in temperate regions
where the frost is not too severe, but it seems to revel in limey soils
more especially. The flowers are longest and largest of the genus. Of a dark
red colour and carried in short drooping pannicles, slightly within the foliage.
Kennedya nigricans

“Black Flowered Kennedya”—This is another strong flowerer with
brownish black and yellow flowers. This one is found on the south coast
of Western Australia from Cape Riche to Cape Arid. Always near the sea
it favours slopes of gullies but for never more than a few miles inland. In
its natural state it is a climber solely and as strong and quick as K. rubicunda
where conditions suit it (limey soils in mild climates). Where the “Dusky
Kennedya” grows, the “Black Kennedya’ should be equally at home and the
pair intertwined on 6in. wire netting will give good ornamental shelter
indefinitely.
Kennedya beckxiana

This is a very rare member of the woody climber type and its location
is so remote (150 miles east of Esperance and north of lIsraelite Bay) that
little is known about it except that its flowers are red and that it grows under
semi arid conditions on rocks in elevated positions. C.A. Gardner reports it as
the most handsome of all Kennedyas.
Kennedya macrophylla

This species is found on the south coast between Albany and Cape
Leeuwin. It has rosy lilac and yellow flowers on 6-inch erect stems with many
flowers in the head. The leaves are about the shape and size of the “Black
Kennedya” but are covered with silky hairs especially on the reverse side and
these have a grey appearance. This species is now confined to coastal dunes
and limestones but evidently, formerly climbed trees which are no longer
there. It rapidly forms a network of creeping leafy stems and should be
extremely useful in the fixation of dunes.

Its flowers would be very attractive in cultivation as a climber, because
of the manner in which they are borne, well out from the foliage. This is
a very fine member of the genus as yet hardly known in culture.

CREEPING KENNEDYAS

All the rest of the genus are more like “Running Postman” in growth
having more slender stems, but they will all climb if planted against netting
and some to an astonishing height.
Kennedya coccinea

"Coral Vine”—This is one of the best in this group and is widespread
in south western Australia, mainly in the forest country. lts flowering is
similar to K. macrophyalla but on a much smaller scale and the leaves are
glabrous and nicely reticulated. | have used this Kennedya in western Victoria
with good results . It is a fine sight to see in full flower about October with
all the flowers facing the same way on a wall as neatly as if artificially
arranged. Here in Albany, K. coccinea seeds freely after clearing fires, and
may cover the burnt over areas the following season with a carpet of glorious
colour, not always appreciated by the owner after being tripped up.
Kennedya prostrata

“Running postman” is found from the west to the east coast of the
continent and occurs alike on mountain ranges and coastal dunes. Considerable
variation in the foliage is found, the leaves often being crimped or undulating.
The pods are inflated, sausage like, and resemble those of Hardenbergia
comptoniana.



SEPTEN!BER', 1962 AUSTRALIAN PLANTS—LEGUMINOSAE ~_PAGE 23

Kennedya stirlingii

Although it has pannicles of brownish red flower, and is more leafy,
it is very similar to Coral Vine. It favours red gravelly soils north of Perth
in the Darling Range, particularly around Bindoon Hill. The flowers are very
aftractive but the leafy growth gets a little untidy at times. | think this one
should be confined to the prostrate creeper habit because of this latter
factor making a good ground cover. K. stirlingii is a good foliage plant and
nitrogen fixer.
Kennedya eximia

This species is more like K. prostrata than any other but is more refined,
covering not more than three feet diameter as a rule. It likes clays and loams
inland from Ongerup to Ravensthorpe. The leaves and flowers are on a much
smaller scale but what this plant lacks in size it makes up for in sweetness,
neatness and tractibility with its bright red flowers. It is a very good Kennedya
for the small garden with the ordinary heavy garden loams. it can be relied
upon to remain modest, and resist the urge to take possession, no matter
how good the conditions may be.
Kennedya prorepens

“Western Purple Kennedya’’—this is a small leaved, small flowered,
prostrate creeper as the name indicates. It likes the limey soils north of
Norseman and ranges into the mulga country, north east of Kalgooriie. The
flowers, though small are numerous and of a rich purple colour. It would
hardly be at home in acid mountain soils but can be expected to thrive
on low rainfall inland and on coastal limestone no matter what the rainfall is.
It is very hardy in culture and easy to raise from seed.
Kennedya procurrens

"“Eastern Purple Kennedya”—true purple fiowers as large as K. coccinea,
make this one of the best ornamental species. The foliage is glabrous and
neat making it an all round desirable plant. It is very uncommon and for
many vyears following its original discovery in the early days was thought
to be extinct or else a myth. Even eastern herbariums did not have specimens
until it was rediscovered by D. N. Gordon and G. W. Althofer. It favours
red sandy soils of the Pillaga Scrubs in north central N.SW. and along the
Moony Highway east of St. George in Queensland. Even if W.A. can claim
more species it has nothing superior in Kennedyas to K. procurrens. Lime is not
essential as it grows on neutral or acid soils.
Kennedya carinata, K. glabrata and K. microphylla

These three scuth western species hardly warrant detailed descriptions
but they are the less interesting members of an important genus. The
first two are similar to K. coccinea in flower colour and foliage. K. microphylla
which ranges from Augusta to Kalgans Plain is closer to K. eximia.

COVER PLANTS FOR QUEENSLAND — D. Hockings, Springbrook

The best ground cover plant | have grown in Kennedya procurrens from
the Moonie Highway, S.W. of Dailey. There it grows 4-5ft. runners but in
my garden it covered a bed about 40ft. by 5ft. in two (2) years. It has no
tendency to climb and it did not root from the runners. It has very attractive
veined or crinkly dark green trifoliate leaves and when well grown, about
10 spikes of dark purple to indigo blue flowers. It has a long flowering
period and lasted for several years

Calandrinia balonensis is another but needs a sunny position. | have a
plant from the red sands of the Moonie with a 3ft. spread. In the family
Portulaceae it has a fine petalled pink to purple flower with 1-2 inch diameter,
thick fleshy leaves mostly spathulate, up to 3” long. A perennial.
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Photograph your plants with Australia’s
best value 35mm. camera

?eﬂneffe 1A

A

KODAK RETINETTE IA

When you start a pictorial record of your flora specimens you have
somcthing to look back on, to compare, to be proud of. The idcal
camera for this is the Retinette 1A, Being 35mm. it offers you the
versatility you need; lets you take brilliant colour slides, colour
prints and black and whitc snapshots. Simple to operate, the
Retinctte 1A features a fast colour-corrected f/2.8 Schncider lens;
shutter speeds to 1/250th sec.; modern bright-line viewfinder showing
cxactly the picture you'll get; rapid lever wind; built-in self-timer;
synchronized for ftash. Completc with imported, always-ready
lcather case, the Retinette 1A is the best value 35mm. £19.17.6
camera at just e e e e e e B

This mighty camera is also available as a complete colour photo-
graphy outfit, including flash equipment and Kodachrome Film.
Beautifully boxed in a presentation gift pack.  pricc £26.12.6

KODAK DEALERS EVERYWHERE
KODAK (Australasia) PTY. LTD.

KM8€98
T R
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AUSTRALIA'S NATIONAL PRESERVATION JOURNAL
(A non-proﬁf making venture dedicated to preservation by cultivation.)
This journal is published by The Publishing Section on behalf of:—
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Membership is open to any person whe wishes to grow Australian native plants.
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1. Study Sections—These cemprise readers who, receiving the benefit of free advice,
seed, and somelimcs plan's, agree 12 grcw planis of knewn beauty and value, in their
gardens and report resu''s cnce a vyear. No experience is necessary to contribute to this
national effort. Sections already exist for Acacia, Dryandra, Eremophila, Orchids (terrestrial), Orchids
(epiphytal), Telopea, Verticordia, Eucalyptus, Stylidium, Melaleuca, Leptospermum, Correa, Boronia.
and Street Trees. All enquiries ¢/- Editor.

Assist in prepara‘icn of articles by forwarding small flowering specimens which

grow in ycur district in a jam tin by parcel pcst (cost 5d.) as bel-w:
Species of Orchids (terrestrial) to Mr. L. Cady, “Milford’’, Saddleback Rd., Kiama, N.S.W.
Al spe:ies of Prastan‘hera '~ M-. G. W. Althofe- Nindethana Nursery, Dripstone, N.S.W.
All species of Melaleuca, Mr. A, L. Hargrave, 13 Brynmawr Rd., Camberwell, Victoria.
All_species of Hovea _to Mrs. H. Sourway, 11 Stellmack Street, Ev. Everton Park, Queensland

BANKSIA COLLINA
By C. PETER HAMILTON

This species is one of many Banksias found in the coastal lowlands and
border highlands of South East Queensland. A comparatively low woody spp.
(3-8 feet) it spreads quite considerably (4-8 feet). It appears to favour a
sandstone type of country (e.g. the Rhyolite rock of the Lamington Plateau)
with considerable surface or sub-surface moisture. These are not swampy
areas, merely poorly drained areas with considerable surface moisture.
However, B. collina appears to persist under cultivation in a wide range of
soils where adequate moisture is supplied.

Interest in this particular species arose when it was noticed that there
was considerable variation in style coloration, from greeny-yellow through
red to black. It would appear that the red colours, the most variable, are a
gradation between two parents, one with yellow style colouring, the other
having black styles.

It was noted also that very distinct habitats exist for this spp.; open
hillsides adjacent to the rain forests in the border uplands of Queensland,
and on the coastal lowlands; e.g., Springbrook and Lamington Plateaux.
The survey was extended further to determine whether variation in other
vegetative characters was consistent with variation in style colouring as follows:

S*vle Colour Leaf Length in cms. Snika Len~th in cms Stvle: Length in ems.
Yellew 8 N9 plus/minus .76 14.29 plus/minus 1.03 3.97 plus/minus .10
Red 8.09 plus/minus .43 14.61 plus/minus .49 3.87 plus/minus .06
B'ack 7.28 plus/minus .18 13.48 plus/minus .73 4.12 plus/minus .18
Yellow (Coastal} 7.99 plus/minus .56 11.97 nlus/mnus .64 3.62 plus/minus .20

The results shown indicate not statistical variation to indicate that the
plants are from parents of distinctly different characters. All three colours were
present in the hill specimens but the explanation of this phenomenon was
beyond the scope of this survey.









