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HOW TO GROW N.S.W. CHRISTMAS BUSH

Ceratopetalum gummiferum, the beautiful red Christmas Bush of N.S.W.
is very well known in this State and much sought after for indoor decoration
at Christmas time. The tree comes into white flower during October and
gradually the bracts enlarge and change colour to a brigat rea towards
the middle of December.

Although Christmas Bush grows naturally in sandy loam top soil with
slightly heavier, well-drained sub-soil, it may be grown successfully in heavier
soils, providing the water moves freely through the soil. Sticky clayey soil
should be avoided for it is most unsuitable. However, even heavy clay can
be opened up and drained from underneath. When buying trees buy only
healthy green plants and remove from containers without disturbing soil
or roots. Hard looking, stunted plants are usuvally a sign of being root
bound or suffering from neglect. These plants are not a success when planted
out into their permanent positions.

A natural plot of Christmas Bush was cleared of shrubs and trees over
fifty (50) years ago by my brother. (These trees are still carrying five thousand
(5000) bunches of bright red bloom each year.) Some years later when |
took. ‘over this.land, | observed in this natural plot' that there were at least

~twelve (12) different variations, some pale and never turning bright red,
_Whilst . others carried only ‘light crops of flowers. Although each tree
gecelve,cl the same treatment they -never varied from year to year. Many strains
-,"'we.re. worthless, so' | ‘decided to experiment by budding the useless trees
. aith.buds from a’ good ;eedlmg which | had raised and which had proved

“itself fpr years. The buddlng tutned out to be a success, .afid now almost

every tree carries a crop sof bright red: bloom The. buds were taken from
the :parent free from November to January, most buds developed and made
young s Qots before autumn. The trees were carrying heavy crops of bloom

Ctwo (2) Years after budding. . A

Large areas are now grown in" N.S.W. to meet the demand for the
cut flower trade. The tree responds well to reasonable cutting and should

“be fertilized after the cutting. Blood and bone or fowl manure are perhaps

* the bést fertilizers to use. If the bloom is not cut for indoor use the tree

oy

.should” be lightly pruned by the end of January. It will then make new
" growth to carry next season’s crop of bloom.

At tfimes the white flower is attacked by thrips which cause the bloom
to fall before maturing. It is advisable to spray with a recommended spray

* to combat the thrips, when the buds commence to open.

Although Christmas Bush can be grown from cuttings | consider from
seed is the -best method. The bright red “flower” is actually the seed. This
ripens towards the end of January when it should be picked and dried and
sown as soon as possible during the warmer months of the year to assure
good germination. Sow in a seed box or seed bed and lightly cover seeds,
keep the top soil moist and seéds should germinate in from four (4) to six

- (6) weeks. When the seedlings are large enough they can be potted and
" grown’ on to a reasonable size before being planted in to their permanent

positions; which should be sunny and well drained.

Plants should not be overwatered or allowed to dry out during the
first twelve (12) months. When grown trees, the natural rainfall is usuvally
enough, but if the weather is very dry when the tree is coming into bloom
usually one good watering every two (2) weeks is sufficient.
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Grow N.S.W. Christmas Bush From Seed

Submitted by THE FORESTRY COMMISSION OF N.S.W.

Seedlings of Ceratopetalum gummiferum (N.S.W. Christmas Bush), so
widely cultivated and admired as a garden shrub, is a species capable of
growth to 30 feet in height. The flowers have small petals, but these soon
fall off. The calyx lobes enlarge and turn red, forming the attractive “flower”.
The Christmas Bush occurs naturally on sandstone country in the central
and northern coastal sub-division. Its cardinal requirement is a well- drained
soil.

Being prone as a seedling to attack by damping-off, provision first must
be made to combat this menace. Damping-off is a fungous disease. When
it affects the seedlings, the small plants may have appeared normally above
the soil and reached the stage where a second set of leaves has formed.
Then for no apparent reason, the seedling falls over and dies. The following
recommendations are made:

1. Use a well-drained sandy soil, of river sand or decomposed sandstone.
This should be a mixture of sand (2/3rds), and leaf-mould or well rotted
humus, (1/3rd).

2. Sow in early spring or late autumn, when there are less extremes
of temperature.

3. Keep seed boxes in a morning-sun position.

4. Water in the early morning or late evening, keeping the soil moist
but not wet or saturated.

5. A sheet of glass placed over the box will assist in maintaining the
required moist conditions for germination, but the glass should be so sup-
ported that there is an adequate air current. This can be accomplished by
elevating the glass on blocks some two inches from the top of the seed box.

6. Sowing. The “flower” of the Ceratopetalum including the enlarged
calyx lobes should be sown with only an approximate % inch spacing. Best
results are obtained if the stalk end of the flower is placed downward.

They should then be covered lightly with soil and pressed down firmly
and lightly watered with a sprinkler. The percentage germination of this
species is not very good, and the germination and appearance of the
seedling may be from three weeks to three months.

7. They are best transplanted into tins when the first or second set of
leaves has formed. Being of a deep rooting habit, care should be taken
not to damage the root, and to see that the tip of the root points downward,
and is not turned up, when transplanted. A small amount of blood and
bone, mixed with the potting soil, helps to speed up the growth of Cerato-
petalum. The potted plants, once established, should be gradually given
increasing periods of exposure to sun and wind until they are hardened
off. Potting of the seedlings should take place in early spring or mid autumn.

8. Cerafopetalum is often very satisfactorily sown in tins direct, by
placing several seeds in the centre of the tin. After germination, selec;
and keep the most vigorous of the seedlings, nipping the others off.

There are commercial sprays for the control of damping off but we
recommend “Cheshunt Spray”’. Copper sulphate, CuSO4—20z. and ammonium
carbonate (NH4)2CO3—11oz. are ground together and left for 24 hours
before use. Add one ounce of the mixture to two gallons of water. Enough
should be sprayed on the plant that a flow occurs down the stem. Then
spray with sufficient water to clean the leaves free of the “Cheshunt Spray”.
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THE PRACTICAL HOME GARDENER—By T. R. N. Lothian—Director, Botanic Gardens, Adelaide.

As the majority of readers are home gardeners, 1 cavefully searched for a book to
recommend to them. | was surprised to find one so modern in treatment using all scientific
developments of value, and yet covering all gardening subjects in such a clear, non-technical
but accurate manner. The conditions met in any part of Australia are specifically dealt with
including, | think for the first time, a competent treatment of country and dry areas as wel
as the Coastal regions. Australian native plants are presented on an equal footing with all other
plants of horticultural value.

The Practical Home Gardener is meant for the practical home gardener interested in
gardening anywhere in Australia. It has been compiled by a garden lover and worker of the
old school who tried, and irled agaln unhl he achieved the best results, but using the latest
methods as only a prof botanist would know how. It is obvious that the
Adelaide Bolamc Garden has been only one of a large range of testing grounds used to produce
this amazing book.

It is usual in such a review as this to mention briefly the ouisrandmg sections, or
items of special interest. However, each of the 27 chapters so complete, concise and simply
written that any reference to the excellent treatment of ‘‘Soils’’, “Plant Food and Fertilizers’’ or
“Plant Propagation’’ may detract from the horticultural chapters on ’Design in the Home Garden’’,
“Annvals’’, “Rock Gardens’’, ‘’Bulbous Plants’’, ""House Plants”’, etc. It is sufficient that this is
a large 355 page boock of ocutstanding value.

Available frcm your bockseller or Lothian Publishing Co. Pty. Lltd.,, 1 Fleming Place,
Melbourne C1.

Price 95/-, postage and packing 2/-.

ORCHIDS OF THE WEST—By Rica Erickson

For lovers of terrestial orchids and particularly for residents in West Australia, this
is an excellent book. The rear cover of this journal carries a copy of one of the beautiful
22 full-colour plates used, together with another 10 full-page finely detailed line sketches.
The bock is written for the beginner. The first chapter, ‘““What Is An Orchid”, is
followed by chapters on the various classifications such as “’Sun Orchids’’, ’‘Donkey Orchids”,
“Enamel Orchids’’, etc., each presented in an easy to read, m'ereshng style. In each chapter
this is followed by 2 simple key to all West Australian specaes in that classification presented
s0 that the interested beginner can easily identify the species.

is is a most outstanding book on West Australian terrestial orchids, so well presented
that it must always remain the classic reference book in this field for competent botanists and
the interested bush rambler for time immemorial.

Available from Paterson Brokensha Pty. Lid.,, 65 Murray Street, Perth, West Australia.

Price 25/-plus 2/- postage.

the light weight and easy working properties of the timber. Later it was
known as “Officer Plant”, an allusion to the bright red tunics of the army
officers of the young colony.

Ceratopetalum apetalum, D. Don (Coachwood, Scented Satinwood,
Leather Jacket) (C. a-pet-a-lum) sometimes attains a height of 103 feet
and a stem diameter of three feet and occurs from Bateman’s Bay in the south
coast of New South Wales, northward to the Macpherson Ranges in Queens-
land. It is a brush species, with a fragrant bark and wood said to be due
to the substance coumarin. The flowers have no petals, and the calyx lobes
enlarge and become red or reddish-purple in a similar fashion to C. gummi-
ferum. It is one of the most important rain-forest timber species in New
South Wales and yields an excellent, light strong timber, which is utilised
in the manufacture of tool handles, furniture, flooring, and fruit cases. It is
very readily worked and seasons without difficulty. A small-leaved variety,
C. apetalum var. microphyllum, Bailey and White, described from the
Macpherson Ranges, is now considered to be identical with the species.

Ceratopetalum virchowii, F. Muell (Dogwood) (C. vir-chow-ii) favours
grey soils in rain forest or scrub, and is found mainly on the Atherton Table-
land in northern Queensland.

Ceratopetalum succirubrum, C. T. White (Satin Sycamore, Blood-in-the-
Bark) (C. succ-i-ru-brum) is a large tree attaining a height of up to 90 feet
and prefers the richer soils in the heavy scrubs of the Atherton Tablelands.
The vernacular “Blood-in-the-Bark” arises from the red exudation which
follows wounding of the tree. The fimber is tough and strong, although
difficult to season, and is used locally as a general building timber, and as
a furnityre wood.

Ceratopetalum corymbosum, C. T. White (C. cor-ym-bos-um) is a rare
species known only from a few specimens collected on Thornton Peak
North Queensland at an altitude of 4,500 feet.
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The Genus Eriostemon, Sm.

SOUTH-EASTERN SPECIES — Part Two
By JEAN GALBRAITH

E. difformis, A. Cunn, (dif-form-is—irregular referring to leaves). Small-
leaf Waxflower. Usually a low spreading undershrub of rocky sandy places,
but occasionally up to three feet or more. Branches numerous, slender and
graceful, with many small branchlets dotted with large “honey-drop” tubercies.
Leaves crowded, usually pointing upward, very small and thick (%" to %"
long) short-stalked, usually broadest toward the tip, with the edges curved
back and made irregular (apparently crenate) by tubercles. The leaves are
so small that the single line of tubeicles on either side of the midrib
is near, or on, the edge and noiiceably affects the leaf-shape.

Thz short twiggy branchlets clothed thickly
with small leaves and in small (%" to %)
pink or white flowers (nearly always pink
on the back and white inside) growing singly
or in clusters. Late in the flowering season
they may appear not io be terminal becauss
the new shoots grow out beyond them, but
only a few flowers on any onz plant are
axillary. The sepals are more pointed than
in most other species and have often one
tubercle each. Petals vary from narrow and
ERIOSTEMON DIFFORMIS pointed to broad ovate, sometimes downy
outside, not inside, and the filaments are very woolly and flattened, muca
narrowed toward the top, with the ripe anthers poised as in E. trachyphyllus.
There are sometimes a few scaftered very minute bracts on the short flower
stalks. The fruitlets are small and slightly beaked. It is syn. with E. gracilis.

This is the daintiest of the waxflowers—in good forms very free-flowering
and graceful—and most forms are small enough to be at home in a rock-
garden. The species is very variable in abundance and size of flowers, and
in leaf-shape and size, as well as height, but even so the foliage is quite
distinctive, small, without hairs (or with only one or two) and with a double
row of tubercles on the top of each leaf, but often appearing to be on the
underside because of the recurved leaf-edges.

Mr. Cane reports a form with small oval leaves and (usually) green
buds, and one with dark leaves and red flowers, both from Gladstone Creek
area. A similar dark-leaved and red-flowered form was seen by Mr. T. E.
George in the Victorian Grampians. Mr. Cane also remarks that all seedlings
have narrow linear leaves until about eight months old or a bit more.
However, this doesn’t affect recognition of the species as recognition is not
dependent on leaf-shape or size, but on the flowers (terminal, and not
downy inside). This is the most widespread Eriostemon species. It grows in
all mainland states, but not in Tasmania.

E. myoporoides, D. C. (my-o-por-oi-des, myoporum—Ilike; here referring
to leaves). Long-leaf Waxflower. Syn. E. neriifolius, Sieb.

A rounded well-branched shrub of from two to eight or nine feet high,
but commonly about three feet. Branches, and sometimes leaves (especially
underneath) tuberculate like soft sand paper. leaves occasionally yellowish-
green, but usually dark or bluish-green, long-ovate, lanceolate or oblanceo-
late, often bent upward on each side of the midrib. The midrib is the only
noticeable vein and usually extends into a minute soft point.
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One nursery-grown seedling “Swainsonii” is in commerce, and one grows in a
private garden at Vectis, Victoria.

E. lanceolatus, Gaertn. F. (lan-ce-o-la-tus—Ilance-shaped) Pink Wax-
flower. Syn. E. salicifolius sm.

A dwarf bush with branchlets inclined to point sharply upward. Leaves
variable, but usually one to iwo inches long, linear, narrow oblanceolate,
or oblong, and a rather bright green, minuiely hairy when young, with a
faint midrib and no other visible veins. Flowers usually larger than those
of E. myoporoides, shell-pink to rose-pink or even red, growing singly in
the leaf-axils, on stalks wholly or partly enclosed by broad velvety over-
lapping scale-like bracts. Both petals and sepals as well as bracts are
velvety on the outside, with a clothing of minute silver hairs. The petals of no
related species are velvety on the back. The stamens and pistil are sub-
stantially like those of E. myoporoides but the filaments are more hairy as a
rule, and narrower at the top, with the white anther-tips bent back. The
cocci are neither beaked nor rounded, but rather flat-topped. This is one
of the finest of eriostemon species, but one of the least adaptable in

cultivation.
ERIDSTEMON LANCEOLATUS
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There are two multi-petalled forms (one in cultivation) known from
N.S.W. and from the same state (to which E. lanceolatus is endemic) come
beautiful white and mauve flowered forms.

For Effective Pest and Disease Control Use

Yates Garden-master

MULTI-PURPOSE SPRAY
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A WORD ABOUT ERIOSTEMON LANGEOLATUS

By BOB DONEY

In a word: PROBLEM! Eriostemon lanceolatus is one of two plants which
particularly defeat me and, in terms of complete success (high percentage
and understanding) | shrewdly consider that it defeats others. (Protagonists
please queue from the right). This plant can be grown from seed, cutting,
or transplant with reasonabie ease if grown in a soil taken from normal
habitat, but attempts to “civilise” it—i.e., analyse and understand its needs
and supply them in any soil—have met with varied results and certainly
are dependent on luck, for the factors of success are unknown. The only
positive finding | have to offer is that E. lanceolatus niust have a specific
before it will succeed. It might be biologicai or it might be chemical.

Some years ago | conducied experi..enis in the growing of natives in a
“base” complete soil. A soil of no pariicular type, but having good structure
ensuring drainage, pH of 5.5 to 5.8 and a balanced food ration added.
Of roughly 800 species of at least 80 diverse genera only two plants were
not greatly benefitted. E. lanceolatus was one of them. Check plants of
E. lanceolatus gave results ranging from prodigious growth (one plant)
to quick failure (one plant) and others stood still for 6-12 months. Some later
went ahead and others died. | don’t know the answer for | haven't followed
on from there, but some day | shall.

Propagation from cuttings, if successful, is best because of the grea:
colour variation seen in seedlings. Soft tip cuttings two inches (?) long
| consider the best material. | dare not state a "best” time because | don't
know. My first propagation of E. lanceolatus (using such wood) produced
astounding results. Better than 90% strike of 250 cuttings of which | raised
only a few to the stature of grown plants. Though careful record was kept
| have never since exceeded 20%. This | regard as failure.

Next most successful is a transplant as small as possible—two or three
inches— to a “natural” soil preferably in a four-gallon drum with ample
drainage and mulched with Casuvarina needles. This plant seems to tolerate—
or need?—plenty of autumn and winter water, but summer water should
be kept to a minimum.

SEED: | have tried several treatments with little or no success. (One
man has tried at least 30 different treatments using many hundreds of
seeds with no result other than failure. He is not a fool, nor incompetent,
so your guess is as good as mine. On the other hand, some claims of
great success are made?

Forgive my pessimism, but E. lanceolatus is a problem to me and others,
but you can be lucky, so please try and we may yet learn the secret.

Australian Native Plants for
Home Gardens

By A. E. BROOKS, B.Sc.

Set in alphabetical form, quick and easy reference
can be made to any plant or subject. 70 illustrations,
150 pages, 450 Index Entries.

PRICE 45/- (Post 1/-)
Available from YOUR BOOKSELLER NOW

LOTHIAN PUBLISHING CO. PTY. LTD.
1 FLEMING PLACE, MELBOURNE, C.1
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“GARDEN KING”

— IT SPRAYS WHILE YOU HOSE

Sprays fertilisers, insect killers, fungicides, plant hormones.
Is fitted to the hose in seconds.

Uses tap pressure to mix and spray.

Sprays all plants from seedlings to trees.
No pumping.

Jar clearly marked for easy mixing.
Fingertip control for ‘‘mist’’ or "jet”.

Tap on sprayers turns water on or off.

All metal construciion — will last lifetime.

AT ALL GARDEN SUPPLY STORES

“"Garden King’’—the monarch of garden sprayers.
Made under licence to Sprayers & Nozzles lInc.,
US.A, by . . .

GEORGE C. WARNER LABORATORIES PTY. LTD.
POUND ROAD, HORNSBY, N.S.W.
Phone: JU 1124
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THE> FI-OWISIR ®ART 4 By HELEN PURNELL

N

P 0 -

In articles 1 and 2 of this series, the floral parts known as the perianth
and androecium have been described. In article 3, a description of the
gynoecium was commenced and will now be continued with some discussion
of placentation, i.e., the arrangement of the ovules within the ovary.

PLACENTATION (the gynoecium continued)

The arrangement of the ovules within the ovary is known as tne placen-
tation. The region in which the ovules are attached to the ovary is known as
the placenta. In the apocarpous unilocular gynoecium of the family Legumi-
noseae, the ovules are attached along one side of the ovary and the piacenta-
tion is said to be marginal. (Fig. 3A). In Hybanthus (violaceae) which has
a unilocular syncarpous gynoecium, the ovules are attached in three groups
to the outer wall of the ovary and the placentation is known as parietal.
(Fig. 3B). In unilocular ovaries coniaining only one or few ovules, the placenta
may be basal, e.g., family Compositae, Aster, Olearia, etc., (Fig. 3C) or the
placenta may be near or at the top of the ovary so that the ovules hang
down. Such ovules, which are said to be pendulous are found in Pimelea,
Daphne, Petrophile, etc. (Fig. 3D). The placentation is known as axile when
the ovules are attached to the septum dividing the ovary into two or more
loculi as in, e.g., Solanum nigrum (blackberried nightshade) (Fig. 3E).
or when the ovules are attached to the central axis of a multiceilular ovary as
in Eucalyptus (Fig. 3F). In some flowers the ovules are attached to a central
column in a unilocular ovary. Such placentation is called free central and is
found in the members of the family Caryophyllaceae (Stellaria (chickweed)
carnations, etc.) (Fig. 3G).
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The mature ovule of all flowering plants is fairly uniform in structure.
Most of the ovule is occupied by a dense tissue called the nucellus and
this is surrounded by one to three different layers of cells called the integu-
ments. The integuments entirely cover the nucellus except at the apex where
a tiny pore, the micropyle, remains. The stalk or funiculus of the ovule
is attached at the base. There are two common positions for the ovule. If
the ovule is straight, with the stalk, base and micropyle in line, the ovule
is said to be orthotropous (Fig. 4A). Sometimes the ovule curves over
during development so that the micropylar end comes to lie beside the
funiculus and such an ovule is known as anatropous (Fig. 4B). Positions
intermediate between these described are known in other plants.

An important feature of flower construction is the point of attachment to
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- THE TREATMENT OF CUTTINGS

‘A METHOD FOR THE SANITISATION OF PLANT CUTTINGS . . . H. BOYD

A plant cutting is portion of a living plant usually comprising a length
of stem with some leaves attached at the top end, prepared for vegetative
propagation. It is, when first prepared, living tissue, which, if protected from
its natural enemies, will under favourable conditions become a living plant,
with all the characteristics of the parent. Many species of plants will yield
cuttings which, after simple preparation, require little more than a suiiable
potting media, and favourable conditions to produce a reasonable per-
centage of strikes. However, many plants are difficult to strike requiring
a longer time and more exacting conditions and often these plants are prone
to infestation by natural enemies. The adoption of simple procedures for the
sterilization or sanitisation of cuttings will yield better results. The methods
uvsed are based on the removal of minute animal life from the cuitings as
most of these beasts have symbictic cellulose digesting organisms living in
their gut. These are passed out to infect the cutting bed. The plant tissue
may then be digested by fungi and bacterium or other micro-organisms
before the cutting has developed enough vigour to survive these attacks.
For cuttings this is associated with rotting out of the cutting where it
is in intimate contact with the medium such as sand.

Sanitisation can be affected simply by washing the cuttings in an anti-
septic solution. The writer has used calcium hypochlorite (a cheap bleaching
powder available from a chemist, keep it moisture free in an air-tight con-
tainer), an ounce, or four level teaspoonsful, to one pint of water. Allow
the residue to settle. Add three drops of a household detergent (used here
as a wetting agent). The clear chlorinated solution is then ready for immediate
use before the chlorine gas escapes. Immerse the cuttings for thirty minutes
then wash in sterile boiled water and plant in heat sanitised cutting sand.
A commercial preparation “Clorize’” in a concentration of one in twenty
solution, has also given satisfactory results.

STORAGE AND TRANSPORT OF CUTTINGS:

Such sanitisation procedures assist the use of vegetative propagation
methods in many other ways. Cuttings may be transported or sent by post
with very little deterioration. If light does not fall on leaf material, some of
the leaves may abscisse (fall off) but the wood remains viable. As an
experiment | have kept plant material for a month in a tin which was
soldered to become completely air- and light-tight and then propagated it.

For storage or transport wash the cuttings in boiled sterile water to
remove the chemicals after sanitising them and place them in a clear plastic
bag, leaving just a little water clinging to the specimens. Fold the plastic
bag so as to be reasonably air-tight and dispatch in a carton so that cuttings
will not become crushed. If to be kept in this manner for more than a few
days it would be as well to further treat the cuttings for fungi after sanitising
them as described. Immerse them for thirty minutes in a solution of Condy’s
crystals (potassium permanganate, a very good fungicide), one teaspoonful
to a gallon of boiled water. Treat the plastic bag also and if possible use
tongs to transfer the cuttings from the cleaning boiled water to the bag.
This procedure, no doubt, seems a lot of trouble but if you wish to trouble
with transporting cuttings, possibly between states, it is worthwhile.

This method is also suitable for carrying bud wood over until the
next season. Thicker wood such as Rose and Apple Scions should be closed
with grafting wax such as “Colgraft” a couple of days before treatment.
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OVER 300 SPECIES

of indigenous and exotic trees and shrubs
AVAILABLE FROM NURSERIES

AT

PENNANT HILLS FORBES
NARRANDERA DUBBO

Complete descriptive price list free and post free from:

SECRETARY, FORESTRY COMMISSION OF N.S.W. %

BOX 2667, G.P.O., SYDNEY

NINDETHANA NURSERY

BOX 5, DRIPSTONE, N.S.W.
[ ]

OVER 1000 SPECIES STOCKED
[ ]
THE PIONEER NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Catalogue — 4/- Posted

Select your Native Plants from growing specimens at the

NATIVE FLORA SANCTUARY

ADDISON AVENUE, ATHELSTONE, S.A.

(one mile due east of Thorndon Park Reserve)

Plants supplied only at the sanctuary
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Membership is open to any person who wishes to grow Australian native plants.
Contact the Secretary of the Society for your State.
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Managing Editor: Mr., W. H. Payne.

Publishing Commitiee for this Issue: P. J. Parry, H. Boyd, P. D. Leak.
Sec.: Mr. C. J. Eccles; Despatch: Mr. V. Hopkins; [lilustrations: A. Spurway; Photography:
Mr. R. N. Dallimore; Advertising and Sales Representatives in each State: N.SW., P. D. Leak;
Qid., W. W. Kilgour; S.A., J. S. Birch; Tas., G. van Munster; W.A., F Lullfitz:
MAIL—Address mail to the Editor, 250 Picnic Point Road, Picnic Point, NSW. If a reply is
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to the Editor and the next four issues will be forwarded.

FROM THE EDITOR: Our journal has now been in production for one year. | am
sure that readers will forgive me for again featuring the writers who pioneered the firs?
publication. The fine support and articles from Mr. J. L. Willis is particvlarly appreciated and
readers can look forward to further excellent articles. He is again given fine support by
Mr. P. J. Parry. Mr. H. Boyd continues to share his invaluable experience and | urge readers
to try his methods and report results. We are all greatly indebted to Miss Helen Pumell
for her botany articles. This series is not an elementary botany lesson, but is leading the
reader into articles more closely associated with the cultivation and understanding of plants.
The apparent elementary nature of these articles is due entirely to the skill of the writer,
the information not being normally available in this clear up-to-date form in any other
publication. This issue also includes articles from our most indefatigable supporters, Miss Jean
Galbraith and Mr. G. W. Althofer.

Members of the Publishing Section have all done more than their share but special
mention must be made of Mrs. H. Spurway who illustrates the articles so artistically with
her beautiful sketches. They are prepared from thz roughest material, usually flowering specimens
that partly survive transport to her in Brisbane, a really gifted talent.

This issue is 24 pages printed in 4,000 copies. This is partly due to the fine work
by the Sales Representatives in S.A., Mrs. R. L. Birch and in NS.W. Mr. P. D. Leak, but
also to the marvellous support from over 100 other societies from all over Avstralia. These
include Preservation Societies, Horticultural Societies, Local Garden Clubs, Orchid Societies and
many others who appreciate the service we can offer them,

Readers can assist this publication by sending in comments on the journal and their
uxperiences with the species mentioned. Colour slides of native plants are urgently needed
if you like full use of full colour plates. These will be returned promptly in good order,
For example, | need colour slides of the ‘Christmas Bush™ in other States, such as Prostanthera
fasianthos in Victoria, so get those cameras busy, Articles from other States, particularly South
and West Australia are now coming to hand for 1961 publications.

The policy of this society and the journal is PRESERVATION 8Y PROPAGATION.
Avustralian plants could make exceptional garden subjects but we have so much to leam.
Members are invited to join in the work of special study sections which are formed to examine
growing habits and needs, and to develop better blooms of certain species. Some Study
Sections have already been formed to examine Telopea (Waratahs), Acacia (Wattles) Prostanthera,
Verticordia, Orchidaceae, Eriostemon, Epacris, Melalevca and Eremophylla and you are invited
to join. No experience is necessary only the desire to grow plants in your garden and
to report results. In some cases, plants or seed of the species chosen are available for postage cos:
only. For instance members with large areas, particularly in the country, could receive a large
range of Acacia species (wattles) without cost, to form a small arboretum of their own.
Advice is then given on growth requirements and on how to develop better plants.

THESE PLANTS ARE WANTED

Eucalyptus nicholi—Seed of this fine leaved tree is needed.
Eriostemon affinis, E. brevifolius, E. virgatus, E. trachyphyllus—Plants or cuttings.

This section is available to all readers who are seeking a special plant for a fee
of 5/- per line. This service is available gratis to the special Study Sections. All replies
c/o Editor.









