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Pileanthus Verticordia

Verticordia aurea Pileanthus vernicosus

Pileanthus aurantiacus, P. rubrinitidus, Verticordia 
albida, V. chrysostachys,  V. dichroma, V. grandis
V. insignis, V. lepidophylla, V. mitchelliana, V. muelleriana, V. ovalifolia

V. pennigera Verticordia 
ovalifolia

Verticordia mitchelliana

V. grandis

V.
V. monadelpha V. oculata.



Pileanthus Verticordia

Chamelaucium uncinatum

Verticordia Pileanthus

Verticordia Pilean-
thus 

Pileanthus rubrinitidus in front of Grevillea eriostachya.

Editorial and Introduction

Life member of the WA Wild  ower Society, recipient of the Australian Plants 
Award and Ad Dip Horticulture WA. She is plants advisor to Boxed Green.
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Verticordia Chamelaucium

Verti-
cordia.

Verticordia   Pileanthus

Pileanthus

Pileanthus 



Hybrid Verticordias from the Moyles’+ garden (left) and (right)from the garden of their 
daughter, Sally Page (see page 114).

Pileanthus and Verticordia cultivation in 
Victoria

Neil Marriott is the former owner of White Gums Nursery in the Grampians region 
of Western Victoria for 20 years. White Gums rapidly gained the reputation as 
the place to go for a huge range of Western Australian plants, most of which 
were growing superbly in large display gardens. Neil has been studying West 
Australian plants for over 30 years, discovering and describing many plants 
new to science. He is co-author of the “Grevillea Book” as well as ‘Grassland 
Plants of SE Australia’. He is a life member of APS Victoria. He leads wild  ower 
tours with Birdswing Tours to Western Australia every year. 

Verticordia chrysantha, V. plumosa V. chrysanthella
V. mitchelliana.

Pileanhus aurantiacus in front of Verticordia insignis ssp eomagis.



Grafted Verticordia mirabilis. Photo: Hazel 
Dempster.

Acknowledgments

Grafted V. muelleriana hybrid..

Part of Vaughan’s garden.

Verts and rels

In a former life, Jim was a Chief Research Scientist in CSIRO. He is now an 
Adjunct Professor at UWA and at 85 still publishing research papers on soil 
chemistry and plant nutrition  and writing articles for Australian Plants.

Hakea Hakea prostrata

Verticordia.

What makes a Verticordia?

Verticordia
Chamelaucium 

Verticordia verticordina
Chamelaucium Darwinia 

Verticordia
Verticordia

The relatives.

Verticordia
Pileanthus

Dryandra Banksia
Pileanthus 

 Darwinia and Chamelaucium. 



Darwinia 

hama-
laucium

Chamalaucium

Gillam’s Bell. D. oxylepis.

Albany swamp daisy Actinodium cunninghamii.

A long-styled Chamaleucium, informally 
known as C. erythrochlorum rather than C. sp. 
Yoongarillup (G.J. Keighery 3635).

Darwinia nieldiana.

Verticordia Pileanthus
V. cooloomia V. nitens 

Verticordia

V. 
grandis

Verticordia Pileanthus

as V. mirabilis, V serotina, V. oculata P.  lifolius, P. 
aurantiacus, P. vernicosus

Verticordia Pileanthus



Grafting Verticordia and Pileanthus

Phil is a nurseryman and dedicated collector of Australian plants, who developed 
the passion from visiting the West, in the early eighties. Grafting began when 
being constantly told that the showy WA plants cannot be grown in the east. 

Darwinia citriodora
Verticordia V. monadelpha, V. galeata, V. pritzellii

V. mitchelliana Chamelaucium uncinatum
V. grandis, V. muelleriana, 

V. chrysostachys V. dichroma

Chamelaucium

Homoranthus sp

Pileanthus spp P. bellus, 
P. limaceus P.  lifolius Darwinia Chame-
laucium

Darwinia
 Darwinia 

Darwinia
Chamelaucium uncinatum

Darwinia 

C. uncinatum
C. megalopetalum.

Verticordia

C. uncinatum cultivar “Purple Pride”. A specially red form of C. megalopetalum. 
Photo: Digby Growns.



V. chrysantha. V. galeata.

The marvellous V. monadelpha (pink and white forms) photographed in Moyles’ garden - 
see article by Sally Page).

Verticordia

 V. lindleyi 
ssp lindleyi, V. densi  ora and V. roei. 

Growing on

References

Acknowledgements

Verticordia lindleyi lindleyi

V. roei. Photo Hazel Dempster. V. paludosa. Photo Sally Page.



Verticordia picta, a 3 year old plant grown from 
seed.

Verticordia grandis, 1 day old seedlings ready for 
pricking out.

V. cooloomia (Kool-a-MY-a).

V. plumosa, the second species named. V. huegelii. In common with many plants the 
old fl owers turn red and are then invisible to 
insects.

The appropriately named V. grandis fl owers 
through the year.

V. etheliana. 

V. cooloomia doesn’t seem to  t in with 
the rest of the yellow-  owered species and 
might be placed in a genus of its own.



A Verticordia journey

Dr Shaun Tennant has a scienti  c background in organic chemistry and 
computer science but no prior experience in plants or even gardening for 
that matter. Yet to avoid spending all his days sitting in front of a computer 
he decided to try to collect the genus Verticordia. With the help of other 
enthusiasts and experts a collection of approximately 125 species out of 146 
has been amassed so far.

Why Verticordia?

Hypocalymma Conospermum
Chamelaucium

Hypocalymma Chamelaucium

Genus

Verticordia 
nitens Verticordia eriocephala

Verticordia

Verticordia

Germination requirements

in situ
V. nitens V. densi  ora

Germination and potting on

V. nitens. Photo Sally Page. V. densifl ora var caespitosum. Photo Sally 
Page.



 V. densi  ora 

V. 
eriocephala

Seed treatment 

Seed sowing

Verticordia grandis slightly immature 
fruit, one round seed per fruit with 
some of these exposed, like an inverted 
pyramid. Viable seed have a convex top. 

Verticordia

Where to start?
Verticordia

V. staminosa  staminosa

V. 
plumosa
Verticordia,

Verticordia

Verticordia
Verti-

cordia

V.  mbrilepis  mbrilepis

V. brachypoda, one of the fi rst species I found 
to add to the collection.

V. inclusa: as the name suggests, the style 
and stamens are enclosed/included within 
the petals. Normally below 1 m this fl ower 
was found at head height chasing the sun.



How to  nd Verticordia

Verticordia 

Verticordia

What species is this Verticordia?
Verticordia

LEFT V. nobilis , the best specimen I ever found was growing alone on the top of a 5 m pile 
of gravel in a pit. RIGHT V. lepidophylla var quantula, from Dick Mills’ garden who was one 
of a group of early propagators of Verticordia. Many thanks go to Sally Page née Moyle for 
propagating and gifting this plant.

Propagating Verticordia species from seed

Bob Dixon, now retired, was employed at Kings Park and Botanic Garden 
for 35 years.  There he specialised in managing natural ecosystems, 
environmental weed control, growing and translocating declared rare  ora 
back into natural and degraded ecosystems. Bob started growing Verticordia 
grandis from seed at Perth Zoo in the early 1970’s.

Seed collection and cleaning

Verticordia grandis

Seed quality



Chamelaucium Verticordia etheliana etheliana

Verticordia Pileanthus 

Darwinia Actinodium
Chame-

laucium 

Pileanthus  peduncularus  var. fi lifera. Photo: Hazel Dempster.

Verticordia Acacia

V. paludosa

LEFT V. staminosa var erecta, and RIGHT V. luteola var luteola. Partially dissecting a 
fl ower and a cheap USB microscope makes identifi cation very easy.

LEFT V huegelii var decumbens and RIGHT 
V. huegelii var huegelii.. When identifi cation 
of an infraspecies is diffi cult, I fi nd A/B testing 
helpful.

LEFT V. pritzelii and RIGHT V gracilis. It 
took me a very long time to differentiate 
these closely related species. The refl exed 
fringed auricles of V. pritzelii are the easiest 
difference but are less obvious on older 
fl owers.



How to Propagate Verticordia
Verticordia

Verticordia

V. interioris

V. cooloomia V. 
insignis V. nitens V. serrata V. serrata

Verticordia

Verticordia

Verticordia

Chamelaucium

Verticordia Pilean-
thus

C. uncinatum
Chamelaucium

Verticordia

V. etheliana var. etheliana, the Verticordia parent 
of the fused hybrid.



Chamelaucium

 C. uncinatum

C. megalopetalum

uncinatum C.  oriferum C. 
uncinatum C. axillare. C. uncinatum C. 
micranthum 

C. uncinatum
C.  oriferum C. axillare

C. uncinatum Verticordia plumosa

C. uncinatum V. grandis
C. uncinatum V. hughanii

Chamelaucium C. 
uncinatum X C. megalop-
etalum, C. uncinatum X C. 
lull  tzii, C. megalopetalum X 
C. lull  tzii C. uncinatum X 
C. ciliatum

Chame-
laucium

The bright colours of Pileanthus fi lifolius.

V. argentea
Verticordia

V. chrysantha V. densi  ora V. monadelpha V. 
plumosa

V. patens
V. nobilis V. rutilastra V. dasys-
tylis  oestopoia V. multi  ora  solox V. picta

V. aerei  ora V. etheliana  formosa

V. fragrans

V. grandis

V dichroma 
syntoma

Verticordia



Table 1 Verticordia grouped by propagation dif  culty.

V. acerosa  acerosa V. attenuata V. aerei  ora
V. acerosa  preissii V. bi  mbriata V. albida
V. amphigia V. blepharophylla V. argentea
V. brevifolia  brevifolia V. brachypoda V. chrysostachys 
V. chrysantha V. brownii  chrysostachys
V. chrysanthella V. carinata V. chrysostachys  pallida
V. citrella V. centipeda V. comosa
V. densi  ora  cespitosa V. drummondii V. dichroma  dichroma
V. densi  ora  densi  ora V. eriocephala V. dichroma  syntoma
V. densi  ora  roseostella V. halophila V. etheliana  etheliana
V. densi  ora  stelluligera V. hughanii V. etheliana  formosa
V. endlicheriana V. lindleyi  lindleyi V. fragrans
 angustifolia V. lindleyi  purpurea V. grandis
V. fastigiata V. luteola  luteola V. muelleriana  minor
V. galeata V. luteola  rosea V. muelleriana 
V. helichrysantha V. paludosa  muelleriana
V. huegelii  decumbens V. pholidophylla V. oculata
V. huegelii  huegelii V. wonganensis V. venusta
V. huegelii  stylosa
V. huegelii  tridens
V. longistylis V. aurea V. capillaris
V. minuti  ora V. cooloomia V. endlicheriana  compacta
V. mitchelliana  implexior V. dasystylis  dasystylis V. endlicheriana 
V. mitchelliana V. dasystylis  endlicheriana
 mitchelliana  kalbarriensis V. endlicheriana  major
V. monadelpha  callitricha V. dasystylis  oestopoia V. endlicheriana  manicula
V. monadelpha V. laciniata V. gracilis
 monadelpha V. multi  ora  multi  ora V. grandi  ora
V. nitens V. multi  ora  solox V. harveyi
V. penicillaris V. nobilis V. helmsii
V. pennigera V. ovalifolia V. humilis
V. pityrhops V. patens V. integra
V. plumosa  ananeotes V. picta V. interioris
V. plumosa  brachyphylla V. polytricha V. lepidophylla  lepidophylla
V. plumosa  grandi  ora V. pritzelii V. lepidophylla  quantula
V. plumosa  incrassata V. pulchella V. mirabilis
V. plumosa  plumosa V. rutilastra V. mitodes
V. plumosa  vassensis V. serotina V. oxylepis
V. staminosa  staminosa V. serrata  ciliata V. rennieana
V. staminosa  cylindracea V. serrata  linearis V. roei  roei
V. staminosa  erecta V. serrata  serrata V. sieberi  lomata
V. vicinella V. sieberi  curta V. sieberi  sieberi

V. tumida  therogana V. spicata  spicata
V. tumida  tumida V. stenopetala

V. habrantha V. subulata
V. inclusa
V. insignis  compta
V. insignis  eomagis
V. insignis  insignis
V. lehmannii
V. roei  meiogona

Interspeci  c and intergeneric hybri-
disation within the Chamelaucium 
tribe.

Dr Tony Scalzo completed his PhD in Microbiology in 1986 and worked at 
the University of Western Australia for over 25 years in medical research.  
He has held leadership positions with the Friends of Kings Park for over 20 
years, including organising their Growing Friends group. He joined the Plant 
Development Team at Kings Park as a sta   member 6 years ago.

 Digby Growns (B (Hort Sci) Hons) is the Senior Plant Breeder at Kings Park 
and Botanic Garden.  He manages programs in the breeding and development 
of Anigozanthos, Boronia, the Chamelaucium tribe, Corymbia, Grevillea and 
Scaevola.  He has worked for many years on the development of Australian 
native plants for horticulture, and is responsible for the release of over 40 
new varieties of native plants including Grevillea ‘RSL Spirit of ANZAC’, and 
Anigozanthos ‘Anniversary Gold’.  He has led research into new technology 
developments in plant tissue culture, biotechnology, grafting and plant breeding. 

Chamelaucium, Verti-
cordia, Darwinia, Pileanthus, Actinodium  Homoranthus

Chamelaucium uncinatum

C. uncinatum
Chame-

laucium The Chamelaucium parent of the fused hybrid. 



Pileanthus limacis

Pileanthus.
Pileanthus bellus

Pileanthus peduncularis. P. bellus
P. peduncularis

P. bellus
P. bellus P. peduncularis

Pileanthus sp

Photos:  Sally Page.

How to Grow Verticordia Long Term in Pots
Verticordia

Verticordia

V. stami-
nosa V. pityrhops V. crebra 

Verti-
cordia

Verticordia

Verticordia

The Future?

Verticordia

Verticordia

Acknowledgements



Verticordia and Pileanthus heritage garden

Sally Page is a quali  ed horticulturist who has forty plus years’ experience 
in propagating and growing W.A native plants. For the last eight years she 
has been a volunteer for the Wild  ower Society of W.A Northern Suburbs 
Nursery. In this article she writes about her garden which includes Pileanthus 
and Verticordia.

History

The Turner of Hearts”

The Moyles’ Mandurah garden 1993. V. monodelpha, V. chrysostachys var. pallida.

Plants showing roots The species I collected was Pileanthus 
bellus, pink fl owers.

Pileanthus peduncularis has orange fl owers with a dark centre,. The right picture has 
Calytrix strigosa in the background.

Pileanthus vernicosus, has red fl owers, with the occasional orange fl owered plant (right).

Pileanthus rubronitides. Pileanthus fi lifolius.



From there I went further north and found 
this location and these fl owers. 

Plants being propagated in my hothouses.

My journey with WA wild  owers

Je  ’s working life began when he left school at age 15 to join the RAAF. After 
three years training, he emerged as an aircraft instrument  tter. He served 15 
years at various locations from Melbourne to Darwin to Sydney to Malaya to 
Perth. He retired from service life then got a job with a company called Selby 
Scienti  c.He served 22 years with them. In his  rst year he bought a block, 
built a house and moved in. 

Verticordia pritzelii

Pileanthus

I

Beginnings

Verticordia Pileanthus

V. chrysostachys chrysostachys V. chrysostachys pallida, V. 
cooloomia, V. densi  ora, V. grandis, V. monadelpha  callitricha, V. 
monadelpha  monadelpha, V. muelleriana . minor,  V. 
plumosa  plumosa, V. plumosa grandi  ora 

Trialling hybrid Verticordias, 1998.

Photo of hybrid V. muelleriana crosses, these seem to be a more compact, smaller and 
more fl oriferous than the parent plants.



Verticordia garden 

V. 
monodelpha, V. plumosa and V. cooloomia 

V. monodelpha

V. monodelpha

Rows of V. monadelpha var. monodelpha, V. monodelpha var. callitricha and V. cooloomia.

Banksia sceptrum

P.  lfolius 

Pileanthus septentrionali

P. limacis

Pileanthus vernicosus

Banksia sceptrum 

P.  lifolius

Pileanthus aurantiacus

Photo: 



Banksia hookeriana Banksia
Eucalyptus todtiana

Pileanthus limacis

Pileanthus peduncularis

peduncularis

. piliferus
Pileanthus peduncularis peduncularis

Pileanthus peduncularis piliferus
P. peduncularis peduncularis 

Banksia sceptrum

Pileanthus rubronitidus 

Verticordia Pilean-
thus

V. argentea, V. blepharo-
phylla, V. eriocephela, V. fragrans, V. monadelpha  monadelpha,V. 
monadelpha . callitricha,V. plumosa,V. staminosa, Pileanthus vernic-
osus P. rubronitidus.

Garden planted winter 2009. 

Garden 2012.

Garden 2011.    

V. helmsii,V. blepharophylla. V. interioris.



Verticordia Pileanthus.
Corymbia calophylla 

Xanthorrea preissii 

Propagation

Pileanthus Verticordias 

A dark V. chrysostachys var crysostachys.  V. penicillaris.

P. aurantiacus

P.  lifolius 

P. vernicosus

c. P. limacis
c. P. septentrionalis

Notes on Individual Species
Pileanthus aurantiacus

shrub

Actinostrobus arenarius

P. bellus

Pileanthus bellus 

Verticordia cooloomia
P. aurantiacus

Pileanthus bellus
shrub

Actinostrobus arenarius 

P. bellus P. peduncularis
Pileanthus  lifolius



Pileanthus-The Coppercups

Chamelaucium Darwinia
Verticordia

Pileanthus

Euryglossa semaphore P. 
 lifolius

Euryglossa Euhesma

Pileanthus

Key to species of Pileanthus

P. peduncularis

P. bellus
P. rubronitidus

Greg is a Senior Principal Research Scientist with the W.A. Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. He has a particular interest in the 
taxonomy of the Myrtaceae of Western Australia, especially the group around 
Chamelaucium and Darwinia. With this interest he has published new species in 
Darwinia and revisions of the Genera Hypocalymma and Pileanthus.

Some recent successes 

V. roei ssp roei.

V. multifl ora ssp solox.

V. venusta.

Tunnel with Verticordia tube stock in foreground.

V. pritzelii.



Future plans

Pileanthus septentrionalis

Hybrid Verticordias being trialed in the garden. 

V. chrysostachys x. V. forresti x spicata.

V. spicata x mulleriana subsp.minor. V. chrysostachys x.

Recent views of the garden

White V. blepharophylla, red hybrid    V. 
etheliana var. etheliana, 

V. etheliana var. etheliana,V. monodelpha 

 var. monodelpha, V. polytricha and V. nitens.

Pileanthus vernicosus and V. galeata   Back, white V. monadelpha then V. halophylla
with Paddy’s Pink in front. Right  is Rebecca 
Anne one of the hybrids.
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PRELIMINARY INFORMATION

The 2019 ANSPA conference will be held 
in Albany, Western Australia in the week 
beginning 29 September 2019.
Albany is an attractive town about 400 km 
south of Perth. It is well set up with confer-
ence and accommodation facilities, and, 
best of all, is in the middle of wonderful wild-
 ower country.
The conference and seminar will be held in 
the Albany Entertainment Centre, a fantas-
tic venue right on the foreshore    look it up 
with your favourite search engine. 
We are currently investigating group accom-

modation options. However, there is plenty of accommodation in motels and in 
apartment complexes close to the Entertainment Centre.
Getting there
Especially if you are coming from the eastern States (as we call them) you 
might consider driving “across the Nullarbor”. Then, instead of continuing to 
Perth, turn left at Norseman and continue along the south coast.
If you  y into Perth, you could choose to travel to Albany using the TransWA 
bus which leaves from Perth railway station and travels down the Albany High-
way It costs about $80 or $40 concession. Like all airlines these days, fares 
with Rex airlines vary according to time and date but are rather more expensive 
than bus fares.
Or, you could choose one of the tours we are planning to start from Perth and 
 nish in Albany. When these plans are  nalized, details will be posted on the 
society’s web site: http://www.wild  owersocietywa.org.au/nn
Jim Barrow
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President: Margaret Killen 
Email: margaret.killen@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Slattery:  PO Box 3035 Ulverstone 7315
Website:  www.apstas.org.au

Top End Native Plants Society
President: David Liddle E-mail: topendnativeplantsociety@hotmail.com
Secretary: Louise Becker  : PO Box 135 Palmerston NT 0831
Website: www.topendnativeplants.org.au

Australian Plants Society Victoria Inc.
President:  Chris Long Email: president@apsvic.org.au
Secretary:  Helen van Riet        PO Box 357 Hawthorn  Vic 3122
Email:  apsvicsecretary@gmail.com    Website:  www.apsvic.org.au

Wild  ower Society of Western Australia Inc.
President:   Geoff Corrick
Secretary:   Kerry Smith:  PO Box 519 Floreat WA 6014.
Of  ce: Perry House, 167 Perry Lakes Drive  Tel. / Fax: (08) 9383 7979
Email:  enquiry@wild  owersocietywa.org.au   
Website:  http://www.wild  owersocietywa.org.au/   


