NabE CHANGES

.ir, Warren®s booklet on the name changes occurring in
sllan's 1961 Flora, lists a couple of hundred examples from
what is virtually the isucklend province, and without taking the
nonocotvledones into account. Such changes while irksome, are
alweys based on research and their twofold aim ( somewhat
peradoxicelly ) is fixity of names and accuracy of classification,
The great bulk of name changes involve the principle of priority -
the remeinder are a motter of oplnlon between experts, who
sometimes disagree.

The International Code of Botanical Nomenclature lqys down
very definite rules for plant nsmes. For genera '...the correct
name is the earliest legitimete one validly published with the
seme rank...'. So also for species and lower categories,
Consequently where several names exist for & plant, the eesrliest
must be diligently sought out and applied. One or two exesmples
of the recent resurrection of early nomes moy be of interest,

Acaena anserinifolia - ancistrum anserinaefolium Forst.1776
isncistrum sanguisorbae Linn.f.1781

Corybas 5alisb,1805 - Corysanthes R.Br.1810

Cyathodes juniperina - lpacris juniperina Forst.l776
Ardisia acerosa Gaertn.,l1791

Libocedrus plumosa - Dacrydium plumosa D.Don 1832
- Thujia doniana rlook. 1842

Loxomb R. Jr. 1837 - Loxsoqa Lnal, 1841.

lgnuzance end error, combined vith hrlorlty nreclpltate
guite a few chenges, Corybes seprophyticus Hetch 1950 from.
wellsford is not the plant described from lMew Guinea by Schlechter
in 1911. My neme is invelid end hes to be replaced by another not
already in use in Corybas. Hence C.cryptenthus, Johnson's
erroneous use of Guvmnelcea cores into this catesgory o0, Research
and priority go hand in hand. 'hen Rupp for instesnce decided
thet the Townsonias of Australis ond ilew Zecland were identical,
he hed to use Booker‘ viridis 1850 in plece of Cheeseman's
deflexa 1906, Siiilarly with Pterostylis nutans R.Br, 1810,
cgainst Pt.motthewsil Cheesem. 1915. Gender can clso cause ﬂinor
neme chenges. ngypcs is mesculine, but Coryscnthes feminine,
which necessitdated ¢ ltering the fullllc 7o' endings or the
iznual to ‘us’, ( erdlurlS 001ng both nﬁscullne and feminine,
Temcins unchenged J.

prerts will’ aometlncs disagree anong themselves over the
relative inportsiice of characters used in resesrch, Exsmples of
this are allan'’s placing of the Leucopogon opccles in Cyathodes,
and his preference for Hyrsine cs 5 sgoinst Oliver's use of Repanea,
for the specles Cheegeman placed in Suttonia. Genera versus
subgeners in the filmy ferns is anothér thorn in our side. These
sre different points of view, not necesse 1lv rlght or vrong,
but still confusing to the anateur. B D.H : :
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