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’ " On August 16th Dr Oliver gave the Soclety a most interesting talk,
illustrated by lantern slides, on the flora of D'Urville Island - an 1sland
that has been little visited by botanists.

. Lesson visited this region in 1827 with D'Urville's expedition.
but he gives localities only as "French Pass" without indicating whether
it was from the mainland or the island that his specimens came. In
Cheeseman's Flora only five species; collected by five different people,

‘are named as' coming from D'Urville Island., Dr Oliver collected at the

Bouthern end of the island; on the east side he visited Kapowal, the Wainui
River Reserve, and climbed the high ridge of the island at two different
places, including Attempt Hill, 2370 £t, the highest point on the island;

- on the west side he stayed at Grevill‘e Harbour and vislted various points,

again including the summit of Attempt H1ll: Almost three hundred specles
were collected during twé trips totalling fourteen days.

. The island, which lies in the Wellington wedther distrlct, not
that of Nelson, 1s swept by strong westerly winds. The strength of these
winds is shown by a tree ‘trunk on Bald Spur, the north ridge of Attempt
Hill, which is 6 in. in dlameter and 6 to 8 £t long, yet only 1 £t high -

completely flattened by the wind.

The Mineral B elt reaches D'Urville Island. Here it f&rks, one ’
branch gnes up. the east side over Attempt HL1ll and one on uyp the west
coest. There is the same sudden change of vegetation fro "ordinary soil,
‘to that of the mineral belt as is seen in Nelson,

The bush has suffered at the hands of man. Most of the forest
has been cleared from the east side although more remains on the west.
There are a good many wild cattle, plgs, and some deer which cross to and
from the mainland.

In the west, 1h the neighbourhood of Greville harbour the bush in

the gullies is generally dominated by kbhekohe, with beech higher up; on
top where 1t 18 wetter there 1s less beech and more smaller trees such

" Ao Nothopomax; the forest is in peneral Nothofupus truncutu; #e saw slides

of the sand dunes &t Long Beach with Spinifex hirsutus, Coprosma sacerossu,
and pingao, and the swamp at Puketutu Bay with raupo and flax. Blechnum

nksil was found inside the north spit at Greville harbour, the only
place where 1t was seen, Here also was Hebe elliptica an interesting
new locality for this specles. .

on the east side of Attempt H1ll occurs the only really wet pilece .
or bush where every log is covered with ferns, liverworts ‘and mosses.
Amongst the N.truncata 1s some N.menziesil and Olearia arborescens.

Twelve-foot high manuke is most prominent on the serpentine belt,
with here and there an occasional beech little more than the same helght.
Smaller. plants of the dry scrub are Leucopogon fascicula# s, Cassinia
vauvilliersii, Pimelea gnidia, Cop rosma_lucida, Pittosporum divaricatum,

‘Dacrydium bidwillil and Hymenanthera alpina. Celmisie g_:(_-amirL folla and

C.gracilenta grow where thers is seeping water, Dacrydium laxifolium occurs
on dry serpentine rocks, a contrast to its damp habitat at arthur's Passe.

' Seneclo lagopus grows up in the mineral belt where there is much fog,

not appearing below 1000ft, Pimelea lyalll, Gleichenia circlnata,
Lindsaya linearis, Clematis sustralis, Oraspedia unifiora (only one form)
are other species on the mineral belt. Here also is royanthera mi rrophvlw

> Other interesting plants mentioned were ascarina lucida, with
shining green aromatic leaves, near spa level at Kapowal and Suttonia
australis growing in its type locality. Gentians grow down to sea Tevels

Oreobolus pectinatus grows in the bog on Bald Spur.
On the island are five species of Hebe:- H.angustifo lta (in 1ts

type iocality), H.salicifolia v. atkinsonil; the Hebe which oceurs on
Bald Spur in a series of broad and narrow , Leaved forms, 1s sald by

* Mr Geo. Simpson to be identical with H.lapidosus, hitherto recorded only

from Marlborough; H.rigidula; H.elliptica. ]
There are two hybrid Coprosmasi=— (.foetidispgima.x banksii, and

O-rob\xsta x propirgua . These are the only iwo crosses noted although
many .other species occur.
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N In.moving & vote of thanks Dr Cone ssid bdw fériunate we were %o
have had the opoortunitv to hear.an aceount of such an lmportant piece of
work, with. its proh:.ems of ephamony z—m—l hybridisme

’{JXCURSION T PETQ'NE' JATER -WORKS RESERVE,  April 11th, 19%3.

An innovaticn for the Soclety was an excursion %0 which secindary
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Oawsonqia 1a heteropbylla with long
egervtujng., Weews noted were th= na’five A.

.- Was ‘¢linbing m"av
nguisorbag, piripiri,and

‘The predominant tree in the bush was Beilschmiedis tawa,
Podocarpus ferrugineus (mim) was fuund with a.gcarlet rata vine
grow**m up 1%, anc Griselinia lpcide. and an Asteli

Ve found ‘a number of juvenile forms; and alt: rcther the bush seem\ed
vary youn% Among the juveniles we distinguished beiween 3
ntatus (hinau) and  Knighbia excelsa (rewarewn) ani we fc
enne.
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arborea gPorukaiwhiria), common name pigecmwooé ae
'(-nuketea whicih has stems flattenmed at the nodes, large orcwn. ), shel{
fungl, two epiphytiZ orchids, Bulbophyllum pygmaeum and Sarcqchil
adversus, Coprosma feetidissima (stink-wood), nikau in flower,
and many Blec“muns, Aspleniuns and Polypodiums.

1e liver—

Leycesteria formosa was commen in parts. This is an introduued
plant which has a distinct Jurenile form with lobed leaves, while ¥
mature ones are entire. The stem is smooth, rcund snd hellow. Hr Dunc\a!)
showed how to make .fine whistles from it. Large red frults hang down
surrcunded by tilers of red bracts, from which 1he looal name Pagoda
plant arises,"

' following account, comtributed by a group of girls, shows ihat useful notes
" were taken, and. tnat the experimen’ migh well be *‘egeafﬂd,

"On the cl ea"ed hillsides Pennaniia "o vmbosa wae ' abundant; wh‘le

tic in t‘xe "orka-.
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