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ABSTRACT

Six species are reported as new records for the Andaman-Nicobar Islands.. The
occurrence of two species which were recorded earlier from these islands based on
literature are confirmed by the recent collections.

INTRODUCTION

The Union Territory of the Andaman
an icobar Islands comprises a group o
about 317 islands and islets having an area
of 8,249 sq km. with the area of Andaman
district being 6,408 sq km and Nicobar
district 1,841 sq km (Anonymous, 1991).
These lie in a narrow broken chain from
north to south, located between 6°-14° N
latitudes and 92°-94° E longitudes with the
10° channel separating the Andaman group
of Islands from the Nicobar group of Islands.
The topography of these Islands are generally
rugged and hilly. The temperature ranges
between 18°-31° C. The average annual
rainfall is ca 3oo ¢cm. The vegetation can
broadly be classified as tropical evergreen
and 86.9%, of these islands is covered by the
forests,

Parkinson in his flora (1923) deals with ca
650 plants from the Andaman Islands.
Vasudeva Rao (1986) lists 1454 taxa of indi-
genous angiosperms and Ellis (1987) enume-
rates 120 Pteridophytes from the Andaman-
Nicobar Islands.
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From among the collections made during

the botanical explorations in North and
$4

found to be of taxonomic interest, of which
six ‘species, viz., Trwvalvaria argentea (Hook.
f. & Thoms.) Sinclair, Segeretia parviflora
(R. & 5.) G. Don, Ix0ra thwartesn 100k, I.,
I. undulata Roxb., Jasminum angustifolium
(L) Willd. and Carex speciosa Kunth are
new records for these Islands while the
occurrence of two species in these islands,
viz., Mischocarpus pentapetalus (Roxb.)
Radlk. and Piper pedicellosum Wall, ex Cas.
DC. which were recorded, based only on
literature, have been confirmed. They are
enumerated below family-wise with nomen-
clatural citations, short descriptions, distribu.
tion notes and a few relevant figures. The
specimens examined have heen deposited in
the herbarium of Andaman, & Nicobar
Circle, Botanical Survey of India, Port Blair
(PBL).

ANNONACEAE

1. Trivalvaria argentea (Hook. f. & Thoms.)
Sinclair in Sarawak Mus. J- 5: 603. 1951 ;
Debika Mitra in Bull. Bot. Surv. India § -
43, 1963 et in Fasc, F1. India 10 : 10, ff-
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5:6. 1982, Polyalthia argentea Hook. f. &
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Trees, 3.6-5 m high. Leaves 8-21 x2.5-7 ¢m,
oblong-lanceolate, cunecate at base, cntire
aiong margins. :1])1'Llptly acuminate at apex,

oriaceous : lateral nerves 3-13 pairs : petioles

5-10 mm long, terete. Ripe carpcls ca 1.5 cm
long, oblong, brown.  rugose, minutcly
élpiculatc.

Scarce in the infand forests ; from sea lfevel
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North  Andamans : Anderson  Island,
9.11.1990, Lakshminarasimhan 15252 a,
South Andamans :  Mount Harriet, y2.12.
1989, Mathew 20447.

Distribution ©  India (Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and  Nagaland) and
Bangladesh,

RHAMNACEAE

2. Sageretia parviflora (R. & S) G. Don,
Gen. Syst. 21 29, 1832: Bhandari &
Bhansali in Fasc. Fl. India 20 : 66. fig. 15.
1990. Rhamnus parviflora R. & S., Syst,
Veg. 51 295. 1819. Sagerclia oppositifolia
Brongn., Mem. Fain. Rham. g3. 1826 & in
Ann. Sci. Nat. 1, 10 : 360. 1827 ; Laws, In
Hook. f., FL. Brit. India 1 : 641. 1855.
Shrubs, 2-3 m high : branches often climb.

ing, armed with thorns. Leaves 0.8-4.5 %

1-2.5 cm, ovateclliptic, rounded at  base,

scrrulate along margins, acute or acuminate

at apex, subcoriaceaus : lateral mnerves 35

pairs : petioles 2-4 mm long, villous. Inflo.

rescences panicled. Flowers yellow, ca 3 mm

across (Fig. 1).

Rather scarce : at altitude of ca 350 m.

North Andamans : Saddle Peak, 16.10.
1987. J. L. Ellis 12713,

Distyibution : India  (Andhra Pradesh.
Assam, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka.
Maharashtra, Orissa, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal): Nepal and
Indonesia.

SAPINDACFAE

3. Mischocarpus pentapetalus (Roxh.) Radlk..
Sapind. Holl. Ind. 43. 1879 : Van der Ham
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)t Mischocaypis prnm‘n‘!’#"" (Rewh) Radtk, 0. Flowering
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in Blumea 23 : 271, fig. 2 b. 1977 ; Vasud. RUBIACFAE

in J Econ“'AI‘AaMX Bot. 8: 168. 198é' 4. Ixora thwaitesit Hook. f., Fl. Brit. India

.17 1 ¥ _ 1
iteicriera 'pcruapmala Roxb., 1. Ind. 2.. 3 138 1880 ; Husain & Paul in J Econ.
R Cubaniag hentﬂhet{lln Hiern In T .

T Th . 51 233, fig. 1. 1984 et Taxono-
Hook. t., Fl. Brit. Indla 1 678. :87; es on Indian species of C(‘m;
C. sumatrana Miq, Fl. Ind. Bar. 1, 2:

Ixora L. (Rublaceae\ 175. fig. 32. 1989.
566. 1859 Hiern in Hook. f., op. cil, 678 )

JTL ~ T'l'\ £r

pa e . - Shrubs or trees, 1-1o0 m high. Ieaves
C. helfers Hiern in Hook. f., op. cif. 678. 4515x2.2-5.5 cm, elliptic or oblanceolate,
Shrubs or small trees, 2-5 m high, Leaves CUneatc at base, undulate at qm.argm.s. uc‘”“‘j
-1 ¢ long, paripinnate ; pcrioles 3-5 ¢m ] )

fﬂng: lcaﬂetsg 7_23 xP2.5-4..8 Cllll, (1-) 2__‘3 fmim, 6-12 pairs‘; petioles 5-9 mm long. Inﬂm'es“-
lanceolate to elliptic-oblong or rarely ovate, CCNCCs of C()rym.b()sc, pubescent cymcs,.
cuncate or almost oblique at base, entire F.]()wers pmk: Fruits 6:9x6 mm. globosc o1
along margins, obtusely acuminate at apex. didymous (Fig. 3).
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coriaceous ; lateral nerves g-14 pairs : petiolu- SC‘"“'C_C in the scrub forests up to an alfi-
Jes 5-10 mm long.  Inflorescences of axillary tude of ca 450 m.
or sub-terminal cymules, 515 cmn  long. North Andamans : Lamia Bay. 15.12.

Flowers yellowish-green, ¢« 4 mm long:
petals absent, Fruits ce 1.2 cm long, globosc.
subglobose or ellipsoid, with a persistent
calyx, stipe ca 5 mm long ; sced
across, globose (Fig, 2 a-b).

1, ca 5 mm

Rare in the mangrove forests and along
streams of Mount Harriet hill rangas.

South Andamans : Shoal Bay 8, 18.10.
1989, Ray 16009 and Shoal Bay 15, 27.6.1988,
Ray 16066 ; Wright Myo, 9.9.1982, D, K.
Hore g1548.

Distribution :  India (Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Manipur): Burma: China:
Hainan; Vietnam; lLaos: Cambodia ;
Thailand ; Malay Peninsula : Sumatra ; Java :
Borneo and Philippines.

Noites : van der Ham (op. cit. 273)
correctly identified a specimen : King's
Collector 453 from Andaman Island at CAL
as M. pentapetalys which was earlier identi-
fied as M. sundaicus Bl. Vasudeva Rao (loc.
c1t) included this species under doubtful
species  stated in literature to occur in
Tenasserim/Andamans, The recent collec-
tions from South Andamans confirm the ’
occurrence of this species in these islands,

Fig. 32 Inova thwaitesii Hook 4, — Flowering  twig,
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1990, J. L. Ellis 15913; Saddle Peak,
10.10.1987, J. L. Ellis 12745.

Distribution @ India  (Kerala) and  Sri
Lanka.
S. Ixora undulata Roxb., Fl. Ind. ed. Carey &

I 395 1820; —t.,Ff. .
India 3 : 147. 1880; Husain & Paul, Taxo-
nomic studies on Indian species of Ixora
L. (Rubiaceae) 177, fig. 33. 1989.

Large shrubs or small trees, ca 3 m high.
Leaves 8.5-17x47 cm, clliptic to clliptic-
lanceolate or rarely obovate, cuneate at basc,
undulate along margins, acuminate at apex,
membranaceous ; lateral nerves 11-18 pairs:
petioles 7-10 mm long, channelled. Inflores-
cences of terminal or axillary, corymbosely
panicled cymes, ca 4 cm long. Flowers white,
ca 2.5 cm long. Fruits ca 5 mm across, glo-
bose with a rounded scar at apex.

Qi inland fo cete
Ul,al "L, llL 1311kl 4N L\a\) L.

North Andamans : Bennet Island,
1990, Lakshminarasimhan 15264.
Distribution : India : Andaman Islands.

9.11.

OLEACEAE
6. Jasminum angustifoliom (L) Willd., Sp.

Pl. ed. 4, 36. 1797+ Wight, Ic. t. 698.

1840 : Clarke in Hook. f., FI. Brit. India

3: 598. 1882; Green in Kew Bull. jo:

226. 1985. Nyctanthes angustifolia 1.., Sp.

Pl. 6. 1753.

Climbing shrubs. Leaves 1-3xo08-2 cm,
ovate to lanceolate, rounded at base, entire
at margins, acuminate at apex, chartaceous :
lateral nerves 4-§ pairs: petioles ca 3 mm
long. Inﬂolcsccnces of l-z—ﬁ()wcred cymoes,

________ | . l hranc choe oy 9\’”13[\?
l(.llllllldl on lal UL adiil 1ico OY axNii y.
Flowers white.

North Andamans : Saddle Peak, 7.4.1989,
J. L. Ellis 14119.

Distribution : India (Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu) and Sri Lanka.

alcg €Ll A €Liiill 4N /
PIPERACEAE

woomd L A Maciae Al oo Mae DO N
/. riper peaiCénosum vvdil. CX uds, L% 2

DC.. Prodr. 16(1) : 343. 1869 : Hook. f.
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F1. Brit. India 5 : 81.

Econ. Tax. Bot. 8 : 140. 1986.

Climbers  with swollen nodes.
8-10x 4.5-6 cm, elliptic-ovate, cqually or un-
equally cordate at base, entire at margins,

1886 ; Vasud. in J.

L.eaves

’ H
long. Drupes ca 5 mm across, globose, red,
pungent, on s5-10 mm long pedicels (Fig. 4)-
Rare in the inland forests at an altitude of

ca 200 m.
South Andamans :

1989, Mathew 2014s.
Distribution :  India (Assam and Aruna-

chal Pradesh) and Bhutan.
Notes Vasundeva Rao f(loe

Vasudeva Rao (loc. cit.
this species from Andaman Islands based on
literature. The recent collection confirms the
occurrence of this species in these islands.

Mount Harriet, 21.2

CYPERACEAE

8. Carex speciosa Kunth, Enum. Pl 2:
504. 1837; Clarke in Hook. f., Fl. Brit.
India 6 : 729. 1894; Kern & Nooteb. In
FI. Males. 1, ¢9: 155, fig. 129. 1979

Karthik. et «l., Fl. Ind. Enum. Monocot.
42. 1989.
Rhizomes short; stems 35-30 cm long,

tufted, triquetrous. Leaves longer than stems,
sub-basal, flat. Spikclet 1-3. 1.5-3 c¢cm long,
cylindric. Utricles 47 x 1-2 mm, ovoid-ellip-
soid or ovoid-pyramidal, triquetrous, many-
nerved, narrowed into a short bidenticulate
beak. Nuts ca 3x2 mm, obovoid or ellipsoid,
trigonous, shortly stipitate, heaked.

Scarce at altitudes of ca 300 m.

North Andamans :  On way so Saddle
Peak. 16.10.1987. J. L. Ellis 12706.

Distribution : India (Peninsular, C. & k.
, E. & C. unmnlayq) S. Chma : Thai-

L A1LMIQALAYER) 4, WJ, Wasiials

land ; Indo-china and Malesxa.
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