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ADDITIONS TO THE INDIAN FLORA FROM

GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND

ABSTRACT

The paper presents 10 plant species from the Great Nicobar Island which are additions
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INTRODUCTION
Recent Botanical explorations on the Great
Nicobar Island and the accumulation of
specimens in Port Blair Herbarium (PBL)
duning the period 1976-1981, reflecting the

intensive efforts of the Andaman and Nico-

bar Circle of the Botanical Survey of India
resulted in the discovery of several interest-
ing plants from this southernmost Island of
India. With emphasis laid on acqwiring
nBEw ki'iG'v'v'lGusc on iSlauu ﬂoras it is to bc
expected that new discoveries will continue
to be made. The explorations were initiated
to prepare a botanical inventory of the island
to complete our knowledge on the Flora of
India.

The present paper discusses 10 new records
of plants (1 pteridophyte, 7 dicotyledons and
2 monocotyledons) not previously known
from India, two of which are apparently also
their first generic records.

Recent herbarium studies (in CAL, DD and
PBL) and several field studies made, have
led to the discovery of several specimens
representing new records, strictly conform-
ing to the post 1947 political boundary of

India. Although a few taxa were included
]’\v Hooker (rR-m-;an\ in hic works (marked

pEE VoSS Swi ) 203 ) 2424 230 WWULARS (aictiats

w1th asterlsk*), they were based exther on
the relevant earlier literature or from speci—

*® Present address : Deptt. of Agril. Engg., L.1.T., Kharagpur
Pate of receipt :6.11.81. Date of acceptance : 14.7.82

mens collected from outside the present
political boundary of India.

During the course of these studies, the
botanical results of the previous workers like
Kurz (1875, 1876), Beddome (1883), Prain

(1Rn1Y Parkingon f(ra22) Sahni (1ac2). Tho
\xuyxj, A CRLINAZAOV/LE \ly‘,a}, ANICALAAAL \yao} _I.AA\I

thathri (1961, 1962, 1973a, 1973b, 1978) and
Balakrishnan (1977) on these islands along
with the Wallich’s remarks (1849) on flora
of the Nicobar Islands have been consulted.

PalaS sl av-Tarn] P Y -PoP S :\ﬂnninn +n

A conspectus of the .I.Cl.UldCd Spetics Lugﬁ-
ther with brief descriptions, habirat, fre-
quency and distribution of each species is
given below. The location of herbarium
materials studied, have been indicated by
the Index Herbariorum abbreviations.

PTERIDOPHYTE

ASPLENIACEAE
1. Asplenium tenerum Forst. var. retusum
C. Chr. in Gard. Bull. S. S. 7 : 277. 1934.
Herb, 20-30 cm. Rhizome bearing nume-
rous branching roots, short, Stipe 1020 cm
long. Lamina 20-30 cm long and 6-10 cm
wide, simply pinnate, pinnae 202§ pairs,
2-5 X 1-1.3 cm, almost oblong ; edge thoothed
like, truncate or retuse tips. Sori obliquely
arranged in two rows on each side of the
midrib, not reaching either midrib or
margin.
Habitat & Frequency : Hilly inland for-
dv lham an

aan
O“llu U“lll’ ull 1

St Anmand

Cbl.b, llll.CllUl alCao,
shaded places ; rare,
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Distribution : 1Inpia: Great Nicobar
Island, 20 km, North-south Road, Balakrish-
nan 3837 (PBL, CAL). WorLp : Malaya.

DICOTYLEDONS

ANNONACEAE

2. Anaxagorea javamica BI., Fl. Jav. Anon.
66. f. 32. et 36A. 1830.
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LINAGEAE
*4. Indorouchera griffithiana (Planch.) Hall.
f. in Beih. Bot. Centralbl. 39 \4) : §50. 1923.
Roucheria griffithiana Planch. in Hook.
Lond. J. Bot. 6: 143. 1847 et 7: 527. 1848 ;
Hook. f. Fl. Brit. India 1 : 414. 1874.
Subscandent large shrub to woody lianas,
spreadlng over the canopy of the trees on

which it climbs. Pranches alternate with

Small tree, ca 2.5-3 m. Bark greyish
white. Leaves 12-18 x 47 cm, elLiptic-oblong,
pairs ; petiole ca 1 cm. Inﬂorescence axillary.
Pedicel ca 1 cm long, flowers greenish out-
side, fragrant. Sepals glabrous to minutely
puberulous, oblong, obtuse, adpressed to
petals ; petals 6, in two whorls, outer greenish,
inner reddish ; stamens many, white; stig-
ma cone shaped, ovaries angled. Follicles
red.

Habitat & Frequency :
forest ; scarce.

Distribution : Inpia : Great Nicobar
Island, Laful Forest, D. K. Hore 7547 (PBL).
WorLp : Borneo, Java and Singapore,

Note : The species differs from its closely
allied species A. luzonensis A. Gray in hav-
ing 8-15 carpels and elongated inner stamens.

Inland moist

SAURAUIACEAE
3. Saurania bracteosa DC. in Mem. Soc.
Phys. Hist. Nat. Geneve 1 : 423. t. 6A.
1822,

Small tree, 2-4 m ; apical leaf bud reddish.
Leaves alternate, 30-45x 12-14 cm, elliptic-
Oblong-obovate, acumina‘e, cordate at base,

aensely ciothed with brown tomentu

tomentuin,
rnnn-‘h Patinla denselv ‘hmwmsh

L Luiviy \,u.x, ;;;;;; 11k

q-‘U
halrv Cymes densely pubescent and scaly,
stalk ca 4 cm ; calyx green, densely pubes—
cent ; corolla connate at base, white, frag-
rant ; stamens yellow. Fruits unknown.
Habstat & Freoation

Habitat & Densge evergreen

.
L FVv “we ’lrvy . AILLLOL YA b

wet forest edges ; rare or a few.

Distribution - Inpia : Great Nicobar
Island, 31 km, East-west Road, D. K. Hore
7213 (PBL); Laful Forest, D. K. Hore 7773
(PBL). Worwp : Java.

woody, revoluze hook like tendrils at base of
the side branches, perfectly glabrous. Leaves
alternate, ;
glossy green. Flowers axillary fasc1c1ed con-
densed, yellow, fragrant, pentamerous. Petals
caducous. Young fruits greenish-white but
become orange-red when mature.
Habitat & Frequency : Mixed or.dense in-
land hilly forest, rocky loam ; few or scarce.
Distribution :  Inpia :  Great Nicobar
Island, 6 km, East-west Road, Balakrishnan
2963 (PBL, CAL); Galathea river bank,
N. G. Nair 7142 (PBL) ; Laful Forest, D. K.
Hore 7770 (PBL). WoRLD : Java, Malaysia.
Note : An ornamental liana with beautiful
dazzling yellow, fragrant flowers. A plant
suitable for introduction into gardens.
CONNARACEAE
5. Comnarus planchonianus Schellenb. in
Kew. Bull. 375. 1927. C. grandis (non Jack)
Hook. f. Fl. Brit. India 2 : 53. 1876.
Large twining liana. Leaves 12 jugate,
usually s-foliate, imparipinnate, leaflets ob-
long to lanceolate, base cuneate or rounded,
apex obtuse-acuminate. Inflorescence terminal
or axillary, in panicle. Fruit in follicles,
46 x 2-2.2 cm, little compressed eilipsoid to
obovoid, beak

e T] [Sav 3-8

young fruits green but vellow1sh-oran2e
when ripe and ultimately ‘brownish when

nandnlone *
Il\dlu UiV LAY

inconspicuous,

dry.

LT .1 4... O, n

t1avitat & Frequency : Beach forest, road-
side rocky hill slopes sandv loam : not fre-

) & IUII\'O’ uul‘uy llll ’ AANS F2 B

quent.

Distribution ;  Inpia :  Great Nicobar
Island, Campbell Bay, Balakrishnan 2790
(PBL, CAL); Alexandra river bank forest,

D. K. Hore 7965 (PBL) ; 36.5 km, East-west
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Road, D. K. Hore 8270 (PBL). WorLD :

Burma, Sumar_ra, Ma]av Peninsula and
Singapore,
Note : According to Leenhouts in FL

Males. Ser. I. 5(4) : 528. 1958, C. plancho-
nianus Schellenb. (C. grandis non Jack), C.
semidecandrus Jack, C. gibbosus Wall. ex
Hook. f. are three distinct species.

THYMELAEACEAE
6. Phaleria macrocarpa  (Scheff.) Boerl.
Handl. 3: 111. 1900, Drimyspermum

Uy Vs V) 2Tl L s VT PPN S A D - N 1
macrocarpum (.IICII lIl Aln. Lot. ard.

Btzg. 1 : 46. 1876. (Plate I)

Small tree, ca 5-8 m. Leaves simple, oppo-
site, elliptic-oblong, lanceolate, 17-20 X 5.5-7.5
cm, apex acute to acuminate, base
cuncate to 1uuuucu, dark SICCII aouve, pale
below. Inflorescence cauliflorus or on old
wood, 1-5flowered, shortly peduncled.
Flowers 2-3 cm long, white; calyx lobes
reflexed ; corolla lobes 4 ; stamens exerted

"‘\F‘?l‘\“’l I‘t\vl‘\]]ﬂ L - PP R e
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b’le
longer than the corolla tube. Fruits 1.5-
1.8 x 1.4-1.5 cm, globose, obovoid, narrowed
towards base, green but purplish or reddish

when mature.

Hahitat & Freque ney AMcvohc: me T oo

LatrUvilay llu ne . lVldlblly U1 ud[IP
inland forest areas ; rare.

Distribugion. :  Inpia :  Great Nicobar

Island, Galathea river mouth, N. G. Nair
7128 (PBL);
(PBL). Worwp :
Guinea.

Note : This is the first generic record

from India, although Beddome (1873),
Hooker (1886) have described its related
eneciec P l‘ﬂ1l’q‘f'n1n RadA frnm Quilanl n

SV aLS F 2 Viwbevgusr o AU, 110111 uxuaux\a

which is a synonym of P. capitata Jack
(Ding Hou in Fl. Males. Ser. 1. 6 : 22. 1960).
URTICACEAE

7. Cypholophus moluccanus (Bl.) Miq. in
Ann. Mus. Bot, Lugd-Bat. 4: 303.
1869. Urtica moluccana Bl., Bijdr. 491.
1825. (Plate II)
Undershrub, ca 1

hairy.

erect, branches
12-23x6-8.5 cm,

m,
Leaves opposite,
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ovate to ovate-oblong, base oblique on
one side, rounded or subcordate on the other
side, crenate-serrate, scabrous, densely hirsute
on both surfaces, interstitial spaces very pro-
minent esvecially when dry, nerves 3, diver-
ging from base, stipulate. Petiole 1-6 cm.
Flowers monoecious, clustered (in verticillas-
ters) around axis leaving certain gaps, white.
Fruits unknown.

Habitat & Frequency : In evergreen damp
forested ravines at low altitude ; rare.

Distribution : Inpia :  Great Nicobar
Island, humid forests of Laful, D. K. Hore
7588 (PBL). WoRLD : Sumatra, Java, Tai-
wan, Philippines to Micronesia and Hawaii.

Note : The genus is recorded from India
for the first time.

MORACEAE
8. Ficus magnoliaefolia Bl Rijdr. 448. 1825.
Large tree ; stem with milky juice. Leaves
ovate-oblong or oblong-obovate, base round-

narvee » Kioe olnhnse A ~rM

umin £1g85 gilUoust 1-2 ¢Im
' b

ud, acuminate, nerves
across. Very near to F . nervosa Heyne.

Habitat & Frequency : Evergreen fores ;
rare.

Distribution - INDIA :
Teland VUaldara hay R €

Aolalini, vyaiyuuvia uva y’ AT &I

Great Nicobar

Chpmnnhhn aanrh
’l‘v'”sut’tlu “y*v

dated 4.3.1952 (DD). WorLD : Java.

MONOCOTYLEDONS

ARACEAE

*9, Homalomena nuians Hook

India 6 : 535. 1893.

Terrestrial herb, ¢ca 30 cm. Rhizome as
small as a little finger, elongated rooting.
Lamina 12-1 5x67 cm, elliptic, acuminate,
nerves inconspicuous, glossy green. Petiole
arises from base, ca 1516 cm long, little
slender. Spathe pale pinkish,

Habitat & Frequency : Dense humid
forest along the stream course ; uncommon.

Distribution - Inpia :  Great  Nicobar
Island, Galathea river bank forest, D. K.
Hore 6787 (PBL); 36 km, North-south
Road, N. G. Nair 7150 (PBL). Worrp :

Malaysia.

- b

f. Fl. Brit.
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Plate 1 ; Phaleria macrocarpa (Schefl.) Boer].
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Plate 11 ; Cypholophus moluccanus (Bl.) Miq.
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ZANNICHELLIACEAE
10. Halodule uninervis (Forsk.) Aschers in
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