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Richard Henry Beddome (1830-1911) 
reached Jabalpore in 1848 and joined the 
Indian Army. In 1856 he was attached to the 
Madras Infantry. AS a young officer he showed 
a strong taste and profound interest in natural 
history pursuits, devoting himself both Xo ZOO- 
logical and Botanical studies. His aptitude for 
bdtanical studies was acknowledged in 1857 
when Beddome was selected to act as Cleg- 
horn's Senior Assistant in the newly organised 
forest departmed with Dr. Cleghorn as Con- 
servator. Later, when Cleghorn became the 
Inspector General of Forests under the Gov- 
erument of India, Beddome succeeded him as 
Conservator in Madras and held that position 
till his retirement in 1882. He immortalized 
himself in botany ~articularly by his sixty 
years' study on Sou,th Indian Fer~~s .  

When Beddorne became the conservator, 
he had ample opportunities to visit most of the 
areas in South Illdia (Table 1) and to make 
intensive and extensive collections. He visited 
each place several times to stlldy the 
seasonal aspect of vegetation. Particular men- 
tion may be of ~nnmalays which Ile 
visited seven times between 1855 and 187:3. 
He could collect al>out m0 very valuable spe- 
cimens from the till then unexplored forest 
area. These slxcimens were given to the 
Madras Museum it) consideration of a sum of 

15m/-. This acquisition was considered to 

be very valuable, as these included 1,897 spe- 
cies which were not represented in the Madras 
Museum Herbar'ium at that time. 

Beddome's contribution to the Madras 
Herbarium is unparalleled and unique. Out of 
1,526 type materials representing 825 taxa 
available in MH, about 2001 comprising of 120 
taxa are his collections (Table No. 11). Some of 
these are extremely rare and are known only 
from his type collections. There is every 
chance that a few of them have already be- 
come extindt. 

The result of his studies were em'bdied 
in 20 publications. He had an inherent love 
for Nature. He was attracted by the beautiful 
,but ephemeral balsams of Anamalays. He 
published his first paper "The genus Impatiens 
and the description of a new species from Ithe 
Anamalay mountains" in 1858. By virtue of 
his connection with the forest department he 
had given much attentioil to the study of 
forest trees and other plants of forestry impor- 
Itance. "The Trees of the Madras Presidency" 
was published in 1803. This was followed by 
his "Flora Sylvatica for South India" a work 
in )two volumes with 359 plates issued between 
1869 and 1874. Subsequently, he 1~1blished 
another commendable work-"Icoi~es Planta- 
rum Indiae Orientalis" with 300 quarto plates 
and descriptions of iriteresting species from 
Southern India and Ceylon. 
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His fame as a Pteridologist is unique. "The J. D. Hooker (1862) and Dixon (1922) 
Ferns of Southern India" his first work in this erected two new generic names-Beddornea 
line containing 271 plates and descriptions of and Beddomiellu in his honoaur. Several species 
plants met with in Madras Presidency ancl are also narned after him. 
Ceylon appeared in 1864. This was followed 
by "Ferns of British India" containing 345 
plates and brief descriptions. This paved the 
way for the preparation of a concise "Hand- 
book to the Ferns of British India, Ceylon and 
Malay Peninsula" (1883), after his retirement. 
The Handbook was again augmented by a sup- 
plementary volume published in 1892. He has 
also published a few other short notes on 
ferns. 

Apart from the above publications, he 
has published thirteen small papers (Becl- 
dome 1858a, 185813, 1 8 - ,  1865a, 1865b, 

Beddome was also, an ardent gardner. 
He devoted much attention and took keen in- 
terest in the cultivation of various groups of 
plants, which experience broadened his ability 
to correlate info~mdion on plants in the herba- 
rium and in the field or garden, 

From his 18th year, he spent his life-time 
in collecting and studying on Indian plants. He 
died at his residence "Sispara" West Hill, 
Putney England oil 23rd February, 1911. 

Table No. I : Areus visited by Becldome in 
Peninsular India 

1876, 1877a, 1877b, 1880, 1888, 1907, 1908a, *Alwaye, Anamalays ( 1855, 1864, 1866, 1870, 1871. 
1873); *Baleppally, Bangalore (1873), *Bellary. Bola- 

1908b) on different aspects of plant life. vampatty hills (18691, Carcorghat (1870), Coimbatore 

C3 ~~- 

vari (18571, Hyderabad (18551, *Kalbatty, *Kodai- and was for many years, a frequent to kanal, *Kollimalai, Krishna forest (1880). "Kundha, 
the Herbarium and Gardens at Kew. He dis- Madras (1890), Madurai (1877, 1880). *Mahendragiri 

cussed on Indian ferns two other highlv Hills, Malabar (1865, 18731, *Mysore, *Naduvattam, 
U 

*Nallamalai, Nilarnbur (1871, 18731, Nilgiri (1852, 
reputed experts On Indian Col' 1855, 1856, 1860, 1864, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1886), *North 
F. Hmderson and Mr. H. C. Levinge. In the Arcot, *North Canara, Ooty (1856, 1873, 1883), Palghat 

year 1898, he presented his very valuable col- HiUs (1865, 1871). Palkonda Hills (18731, *Papanasam 
Hills, Feermade (1873), Pudukkotta (1871, 18731, Pul- 

ledions of Indian mosses to the Kew n,s (1870, 1899). Quilon (1864). *Ramandurg, *Salem. 
rium, which are now incorporated in the gene- *Ggur ghat, Shivagiri Hills (18681, *Simhachalam, 

- 

"Sispara, South Canara (1865, 1866, 1870, 1873, 1876, 
collections' He was ready to 1880), South Canara Plains (18691, South Conean 

other workers in taxonomy. His last work was (1873), Tinnevelly Hills (1864, 1868. 1879, 1880, 18811, 

the naming: of the ferns coI1ec.ted bv A, Mee- Travancore (1867, 18731, Travancore ~ i h s  (1860, - 
1876), Trivandrum (1871), Vellar Hills (1871), *Visa- 

and N. Ridley India mapatnam, *Walghat, Wallarae (1857), *Waltair, 

1.e~peCtiveIy. * Wynaad. 

Table No, I I  : Type Specimens of Tax0 Busc~d on Beddome's Collections irz 
Muclrus Herbarium 

Name of Species Mh Nos. 

ANNONACEAE 

Goniothalamus rhynchantherus Dunn 597, 598, 599, 602. 

*Year of collection hot available in MH records. 
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Name of Species 

G. wynaadensis Bedd. 

t hfiliusa nilgirica Bedd. 

Mitrephora grandijlora Bedd. 
Orophea erythrocarpa Bedd. 

0. thomsoni Bedd. 

tPhaeanthus malabaricus Bedd. 

tPopowia beddomeana Hook. f. & Thorns. 

Unona ramarowii Dunn 

U. viridiflora Bedd. 

Uvaria eucincta Bedd. ex Dunn 

GUTTIFERAE 

Calophyllum eEatum Bedd. 

DIPTEROCARPACEAE 

Balanocarpus erosa Bedd. 

Hopea parviflora Bedd. 
H .  racophloea Dyer 

H.  utilis (Bedd.) Bole 

MALVACEAE 
t Hibiscus setinervis Dunn 

Sida beddomei K. C. Jacob 

STERCULIACEAE 

t Heritiera papilio Bedd. 

OCHNACEAE 

Ochna beddomei Gamble 

BURSERACEAE 

t Boswellia ovalifoliolata Bal. & Henr. 

MELIACEAE 

t Agalaia barberi Gamble 

t A. bourdillonii Gamble 

t A. canarensis Gamble 

t A. roxburghiana Hieron var. 

courtallensis Gamble 

Lansium anamalayanum Bedd. 

OPILIACEAE 

Mique'lia dentata Bedd. 

CELASTRACEAE 

Euonymus serratifolius Bedd. 

Gymnopetalum grandiflorum Bedd. 

MH Nos. 

609, 612, 613. 

734. 

620, 621. 

796, 797, 798, 799. 

800, 801, 802, 803. 

560, 561. 

559. 

413, 414, 415. 

417, 418. 

279, 280, 281, 282, 283, Z84, 285. 
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Name of Species 

HIPPOCRATEACEAE 
Salacia malabarica Gamble 

S .  beddomei Gamble 

RHAMNACEAE 

t Colubrina travancorica Bedd. 
Ventilago Oanceolata Gamble 

SAPINDACEAE 
Otonephelium stiputaceum (Bedd.) 
Radlk. 

ANACARDIACEAE 

Gluta travancorica Bedd. 

Holiparna beddomei Hook. f .  

Nothopegia aureo-fulva Bedd. 

N .  beddomei Gamble 

LEGUMINOSAE 

Crotalaria bidiei Gamble 
C. clarkei Gamble 

C. shevaroyensis Gamble 

tDdlbergia travancorica Thoth. 

Humboltia unijuga Bedd. 

Indigofera barberi Gamble 

Inga cynometroides (Bedd.) Baker 

Ormosia travancorica Bedd. 

Tephrosia calophylla Bedd. 

ROSACEAE 

Parenari indicum (Bedd.) Bedd. 

MYRTACEAE 

tEugenia calacadensis Bedd. 
t Syzygium malabaricum (Bedd.) Gamble 

MELASTOMATACEAE 

tMedinelta malabarica Bedd. 

Memecylon gracile Bedd. 
M. terminale Dalz. 
Osbeckia reticulata Bedd. 

Sonerila brunonis Wight & Am. 

S. travancorica Bedd. 

SAMYDACEAE 

Caseari(r zoynaadensb Bedd. 

M H  Nos. 
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Name of Species 

RUBIACEAE 

Acranthera anumallica Bedd. 

A. grandiflora Bedd. 

Hedyotis albo-nervia Bedd. 

H.  anamalayana (Gamble) Rolla Rao et 
Hemadri 

H. beddomei Hook. f .  

H. buxifolia Bedd. 

H.  eualata (Gambie) Henry & Subr. 

H. hirsutissima Bedd. 

H .  purpurascens Hook. f .  

H. travancorica Bedd. 

H .  viscida Bedd. 

H. wynaadensis (Gamble) Rolla 
Rao et Hemadri 

Ixora leucantha Heyne var. 

malabarica Gamble 
Lasianthus oblongifolius Bedd. 

L. truncatus Bedd. 
Psychotria anamalayana Bedd. 

Sap~osrna corynabosum (Bedd ) Bedd. 

VALERIANACEAE 
Valeriana beddomei C. B. C1. 

COMPOSITAE 

tEmilea ramulosa Gamble 

Helichrysum perlanigerum Gamble 
Microglossa zeylanica Benth. var. 

beddomei Gamble 

Vernonk anamallica Bedd. ex  Gamble 

t V. beddomei Hook. f .  

V .  heynii Bedd. ex Gamble 

V. travancorica Hook. f .  

MYRSINACEAE 

Ardisin amplexicaulis Bedd. 

EBENACEAE 

Diospyros assirnilis Bedd. 
D. microphylla Bedd. 

D. nilagirica Bedd. 

M H  Nos. 
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Name of Species 

SYMPLOCACEAE 

Symplocos acuminata Bedd. 

S. anamallayana Bedd. 

S. barberi Gamble 

S. oligandra Bedd. 

APOCYNACEAE 

Chilocarpus malabaricus Bedd. 

Toxocarpus beddomei Gamble 

T. palghatensis Gamble 

t Utleria salicifolia Bedd. 

ASCLEPIADACEAE 

Ceropegia ensifolia Bedd. 

C. fimbriifera Bedd. 

MH Nos. 

LOGANIACEAE 

Strychnos cinnamomifolia Thw. var. wightif A. W. 
Hill 33120. 

GENTIANACEAE 

Exacum anamdlayanum Bedd. 

E. atroprpureum Bedd. var. 

palghatense Gamble 

E. courtallense Am. var. 

Zaxif lorum Gamble 

ACANTHACEAE 

Androgmphis lawsonii Gamble 

Barleria beddomei T. And. ex Bedd. 

Diotacanthus grandis (Bedd.) Benth. ex C. B. C1. 

Rungia apiculata Bedd. 

Strobilanthes canaricus Bedd. 

S. gracilis Bedd. 

S. newii Bedd. 

S.  urceolaris Gamble 

S. violaceus Bedd. 

LABIATAE 

Pouostemon travancoricus Bedd. 

LAURACEAE 

Actinodaphne bourdillonii Gamble 

A. campanulata Hook. f .  
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Name of Species MH Nos. 

EUPHORBIACEAE 

Coelodepas calycinum Bedd. 

Cyclostemon malabaricus Bedd. 

Helacia travancorica Bedd. ex 

Hook. f.  

Micrococca beddornei Prain 

M. wightii Prain var. hirsutum Prain 

Reidia stipulacea Gamble 

ERIOCAULACEAE 

tE~iocaulon dianae Fyson var. 

parviflora Fyson 

GRAMINEAE 

Isachne angladei C. E. C. Fischer 

I .  kunthiana Wight & Arn. var. 

latifo'lia Hook. f. 

Ochlandra travancorica (Bedd.) 

Benth. ex Gamble 

t Presumed to be Beddome's collection ; needs confirmation. 

ACKNO WLEDCE34ENTS descriptions and plates of the ferns of the 
Madras Presidency, Madras. 1864. 

Grateful thanks are due to the Director, - The ferns of British India, being figures and 
Bdtallical Survey of India and Dr. N. C. Nair, descriptions of new and rare plants from all --- --- 
Joint Director, Souther~~ Circle, Botailical parts of British India. Madras 11 V. 1865. 

Survey of India for facilities, encouragement -- A list of exogenous plants found in the Aria- 
malai mountains, in South India, with descrip- 

and guidance. tions of new species. Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond. 
25 : 209-225. 1865a. 
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