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A srruti~ly of the specimens deposited it1 
MH sllows that many early collectors like Bar- 
ber, Beddome, Bidie, Bourne, Chandra- 
sekaran, Cherian Jacob, Daniel Sundararaj, 
Gray, Lawson and Narayanaswamy, took a 
specid interest in grasses. 

Rangachariur and Tadulingr Mudaliur 
(1921) wrote the first book on South I1ldian 
gasses, containing an illustrated acco~~nt  of 
103 taxa. Treatment of the genus Cytzodon 
gives ample evidence to their critical approach. 
~ o b k e r  (1896) recorded only one species of 
Cynodon viz. C .  dudylon (L.) Pers. Ranga- 
chariar and Tadulinga Mudaliar could recog- 
nise two more distinct species namely C. bar- 
beri and C.  intertnedius (C. urcuuatu~ J. s. 
Presl ex C. B. Presl is the correct name), The 
distribution of these species in other parts of 
India could be established only recently. Jain's 
(1966) studies show that these plants were ml- 
lected on severid occasions from Northern, 
Central and Eastern India, as far hack as 1864, 
under the nilme ~ynodon ductylon. Jivanna 
Rao (1923) dealt with the fodder grasses of 
South India. Jamb (1938, '39, '40, '42) sttldied 
the grass flora of ~ o l l e g n l ,  Chitoor District, 
North & Sotlth Arcot and erstwhile Travan- 
core State. Sakh;uam Rao (1957) listed the 
grasses of Q)imhntore District Recelltly Kar- 
thikeya~~'(l~71, 1971 a, 1972) pepared detailed 
nccollnts on the grilsses of former Midras Pre- 
sidency. ~cmut l t s  011 the grass fJ0ri1 d other 
areas of this region inclilde Andiappan & Wil- 
sol1 (1 9&), Chuck0 (1(Kj4), Chandrasekhara 
Iyer (1941), Chaldrasekharan and Sundararuj 

(1946, 1949), Cinnammi (1968, 1%Y), Desai 
aud Mur thy (1950), Govindu and Thirumala- 
char (1949), Madhava Rao and Ramdingam 
(1965), Sundararaghavan & Rao (1981) and 
Suxena (1914-'46). Most of the other works 
form parts of floras or floristic lists (see refe- 
rences). 

J. U. Hooker (1886j reported 324 grasses 
from the area. Fischer (1936) included 411 in 
Gamble's Florcl of the Presidency of Madrus. 
Uor (dilferent years) and other workers (see 
'references') added a few more to this list. Kar- 
thikeyan (1971) compiled additional information 
on 71 taxa. Subsequently some new taxa like 
Arundinellu setoscr Trin. var. nilagiriana Sub- 
bario & Kumari (1976), Bruclaiuria nilagiricu 
Ror (1973), Cupillipedium magduleni Almeidn 
(1975) Enteropogon coimbutorensis Nair, Jain & 
Nayar (1977), Ischaemum vembunudense Patil & 
D' Cruz (1973), Manisuris ntysoreltsis Jain & 
H:+inadri (1965), Ochlundra ebructeuta Raizada 
& Chatterjee (1963) and Zet~keria sebastinei 
Henry & Cha~ldrabose (1973) were discovered. 
Lcptrrrus rudiccrws (Steud.) A. Camus (Desh- 
pande & Sit~gh 1976), Eulalia tlrtcaitesii (Hack.j 
0. Ktze. (Shetty, Karthikeyan & Vivekananthan, 
1973) and Leptrrspis nrceoluta (Roxb.) R. Br. 
(Rilo, 196.1) are some of the recent additions to 
tlw Jndian grass flora from South India. 

There is good degree of e~demism among 
South Indiall grasses. Some of these endemic 
eleme~~ts are not at all or are very por ly  repre- 
sented in Indian herbaria. According to Bor 
(I-), Bothriochlou c m p r e w  (Hook, f.) Henr, 
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[present name Dichunthium compressum (Hook. 
f.) Jain et Deshpande 19781 is so far known 
only from two collections. Some plants like 
Dicliunthium pullidam (Hook. 1.) Stapf ex 
Fischer, Heteropogon polystuchyos (Roxb.) 
Schult., Agrostis schmidii (Hook. f.) Bor and 
Erugrostis rottleri Stapf are known only from 
very old type collections. Other examples of 
similar rare plants include Arthraxon depressus 
Stapf ex Fischer, Chrysopogon velutinus 
(Hook. f.) Bor, Dimeria acutipzs Bor, D. 
biulutu Fischer a id  Zschuemum dulzellii Stapf 
ex Bola. It is possible that some of these might 
be extinct. Jt is also probable that some are 
very restricted in distribution, in specialised 
habitats. However, this can be confirmed only 
after a thorough search. A few of these 'lost' 
plants have been relocated recently. Manisuris 
divergens (Hack.) 0. Ktze. known earlier only 
from the type collection has been gathered 
from Coorg, Karnataka, after a gap of more 
than thirteen decades (Jain, 1967). Shetty and 
Vivekananthan (1972) similarly made the second 
collection of Isachlae fischeri Bor from the type 
locality, Anaimudi, after a gap of more than 
35 years. I h e  collection of Garnotia exaristata 
Gould (Shetty, Karthikeyan & Vivekananthan, 
1973) and Paralryparrhenia belluriensis (Hack.) 
Clayton (Deshpande, Singh and Sundara- 
raghavan, 1978) are other similar examples. 

Grasses of Anara  Pradesh and Kerala, 
especially those of the plains appear to be in- 
adequately represented in MH. Steps will 
have to be taken to fill up this lacuna so as to 
augument our knowledge of the grass flora ot 
the area. 
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