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RARE AND IX~~'LE-KNOWN ORCHIDS FROM THE ERSTWE-EI1,E 
PRESIWE~NGY OF MADRAS 

Botanical Survey of India, Alluha bad 

Pcni~~sul ;~  Illdia is possibly the second 
richest area in O r ~ h i d - ~ p ~ i e s ,  after the Eastern 
Himalayas. C. E. C. Fischer (1928) in Gamble's 
Florrr of tlre Presidency of Madras reported 
187 species of orchids. Several of these species 
lluve 11ot been collected after their first col- 
lectiolls and 011 several others there is only 
scanty information. 

In this paper, for 42 rare and little-known 
orchids representing 23 genera, are listed, in 
view of their significance in conservation. 

The correct names are enumerated in 
alphabetical sequence and synonyms as 
apl~eared in Gamble's Flora of the Presiclency 
of Madras (1928), wherever necessary, are 
given. An asterisk iudicates the desideratum 
of the specimeris for the respective species in 
kfH. Localities hitherto known for all the spe- 
cies and comments for some of them are 
provided. 

"Acampe congesta (Lindl.) Lindl. 

Malabar {Northern districts of Kerala). 

states, "Desc.rihe<l: from one specimen which 
M e fo~md in da11113 evergreen forest" 

"Brachycorythis wiglrtii Summerh. 
Trivandrum. 

The petuIs of this species itre free from the 
dorsal sepal whereils they are adnate to die 
dorsal sepal in the other two species of South 
India, viz. B. iunthcr (Wight) Summerh. and B. 
spletldida Summerh, 

*Cl~eirostyIis parvifolia Lindl. 
Nadugani (Tirunelveli Dt.), 

Cl~iloschista p~~silln (Willd.) Schltr. 

Cnchin, Ponmudi (Trivandrr~m Dt.), Wy- 
naad (Calicut Dt.). 

"Chrysoglossum hnllbergii Rlatt. 

High Wavy Mountains (Ghats of Madurai 
Dt.). 

"Cirrhopetulum acutiflorum (A. Rich.) Hook, f. 
INilgiris. 

"Anoectochilus mtundifolius (Blatt.) Balak. *C. aureum Hook. f. 
(Odontochilus rotundifolius Rlatt.) Wynaad (Calicut Dt.). 
High Wavy Mo~lntains (Ghats of Madmi  

J. D. Hooker (1890) described this only on 
Dt.). Jerdon's drawing. No plant fitting the &s- 
~ o t  located after the type. Blatter (1928) cription has been so far col]ected, 
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*Cirrhopetalum nodosum Rolfe 'Habenaria denticulsta Reichb. f. 

Coorg, Nilgiris, Nilgiris. 

'Dendrobium aphyllum (~oxb. )  Fischer N. diphylla Dalz. 
Coorg, Madugala (Visakhapatnam Dt.), Malabar (Northern districts of Kerala). 

'D. bicameratum Lindl. 

'Diplocentrum congestum Wight 

Iyamdai hills (Ghats of Malappuram Dt.;. 
The specimens determined by Fischer in 

M'H are not identical with D. congestum and 
the diaglostic characters given by him also sup- 
port this view. A critical study is needed, It 
may prove to be a new species. 

'H. macrostachya Lindl, 

Anarnalais (Coimbatore Dt.). 

J. D, Hooke~ (189q) includes this species 
from the above mentioned locality, but Fischer 
makes no mention of it. 

"H. polyodon Hook, f. 

( H .  fimbriata Wight, non R. Br,) 
Nilgiris. 

Epipactis wallichii Schltr, 
'Liparis beddomei Ridley 

(E.  consimil$s Wall. ex Hook. f., non D. 
Don) Shernbaganur (M'adurai Dt,), 

Devala (Nilgiri Dt.). 

"Eria pseudo-clavicaulis Blatt. 

High Wavy Mountains. 

L, biloba WigIlt. 

Kollimund, Ootacamund (Nilgiri Dt.). 

L. elliptica Wight, 

Not located after the type. Blatter (1928) [L .  virdifloru sensu Fischer, non (BI.) Lindl.] 
states, "Described from one s-pecimen which Coonoor (Nilgiri Dt.). 
was brought to Bombay where it flowered in Fischer (1928) reduced L. elliptica to a 
the beginning of September, 1917". synonym of L. uirdiflora. Seidenfaden (1976) 

"Eulophia cullenii (Wight) Bl. reinstates the former based on the recurvkd ]ii 
at the middle with ear-like marginal folds. 

Anamalais (Coimbatore Dt.), h~lneys 
(Madurai Dt.), Travancore. L. paradoxa (Lindl.) Reichb. f. 

[ L .  lzervosa sensu Fischer, non (Thumb.) *E. herbacea Undl. 
Lindl. ] 

Bababudan hills (Chikamagalur Dt.). 
Riligirangan hills (Mysore Dt.). 

E. macrostachya Lindl. 
Fischer (192.9) considers this species con- 

Cowtallam (Tinmnebeli . Burliar ~pcific with L. nervosa (Thumb.) Lindl. But 
(Nilgiri Dt.). Seidenfaden (1976) separates it by "the spa&& 

*E. ochreata Lindl. late petals with three veins from the basen & 
against "the linear petals with one unbranched 

Visakhnpatnam hills. vein" in L. neruosa, 
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Wberonia recurva Lindl. 

Travancore. 

*~a~hiopedilum druryi (Bedd.) Stein 

Agastyamalai, Kalakad hills (Tirunelveli 
Dt). 

Phalaenopsis decumbens (Griff .) Holttum 

[Kingiella decumbens (Criff .) Rolfe] 
Circars, Quilon. 

Peristylus brachyphyllus A. Rich. 

Bababudan hills (Chikmagalur Dt.), 
Kundha cN41giri Dt.). 

*P. exilis Wi&t 

(P. urisbutus sensu Fischer, non Lindl.) 
Courtallam (Tirunelveli Dt,), Kodaikanal 
(Madurai Dt.). 

Seidenfaden (1977) reinstates P. milis as 
a distinct species. The unique character is 
the globular spur which separates it from P .  
nrdstatus Lindl. which has fusiform spur. 

P. secundus (Lindl.) Rathak. 

( P .  lancifolircs sensu Fischer, non A. Rich.). 

Hubenuriu robttstior (Wight) Hook. f. is 
divided by  Seidenfaden (1977) into three difF- 
erent entities, viz., Peristylus robustior Wight, 
P. lancifolius A. Rich, and P. secundus (Lindl.) 
Rathak. P .  robustior Wight is merged with P. 
richardinnus Wight and the other two species 
are retained as distinct species. 

*P. stocksii (Hook. f.) Kranzl. 

Mysore. 

*Taeniophyllum scaberulum Hook, f ,  

Kottayam. 

Tropidia curculigoides Lindl. 

Quilon, Thirukurangudi (Tirunelveli Dt.). 

"Vanda teres (Roxb.) Lindl. 

Visakhapatnam hills, 

"V. wightii Reichb. f. 

Nilgiris. 

Vanilla walkeriae Wight 

Jerganhalli (Mysore Dt.), Paralai (Nilgiri 
Dt.), Quilon. 

"V. wightiana Lindl, ex Hook. f. 

Zeuxine gracilis (Breda) B1. 

(2. blutteri Fischer). 

High Wavy Mountains (Ghats of Madurai 
Dt.), Sultan's Battery (Calicut Dt.). 
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