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A B S T R A C T  

Taxonomic notes on two varieties of Absicar&~~ rugosw (Willd.) DC. and distribution 
of A. gambbi Schindl. are discussed. 

The taxonomic position and status of A. 
rugosus (Willd.) DC. var. ludens Baker, A. 
rugosus (Willd.) DC. var. pilifer Prain, have 
been reassessed, during a taxonomic revision 
of the genus Alysicarpus. It is found that 
A. gum blei Schindl., originally restricted to 
Cuddapah district in Andhra Pradesh now 
extends northwards up to Madhya Pradesh. 

Alysicarfws glumaceus (Vahl) DC. based 
on Hedysarum glumaceurn Vahl (1791) is 
the correct name for the plants so long 
known under the name A. rugoszls (Willd.) 
DC. based on Hedysarurn rugosum Willd. 
(Santapau, 1967). Wallich 5762 B & 
F (A. ludens) were described by Baker 
(1876) as A. rugosus (Willd.) DC. var. 
ludens. Backer (ig I I )  raised it to the sprci- 
fic status, A. ludens (Wall. ex Baker) Backer. 

In our critical studies on WnElicb 5762 B 
& F, it was found that these specimens are 
more close to A. heyfieanus Wight & 
Arnott rather than A. rugosus (=A. glu- 
maceus) except in the shape of leaflets and 
texture of the calyx. It is therefore treated 
as a variety under A. heyneanus. The dis- 
tinguishing characters of A. glumaceus, A. 
heyneanus and A.  heyneanus var. ludens 
are as follows : 
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la. Slender herbs. Calyx teeth glabrous 
outside, non-ciliate. Pods 2-6 jointed? 
included within the calyx ; joints 
1.5 x2.0 mm ... A. glum- 

Ib. Robust shrubs. Calyx teeth puberu- 
lous outside, ciliate. Pods 3-5 jointed, 
exerted rather far from calyx ; joints 
2.5 X 3.0 mm . .. A. h e y e a m  
2a. Leaflets obovate, retuse. Calyx 

teeth puberulous outside . .. var. heyneaw 
2b. Leaflets linear-lanceolate, acute. 

Calyx teeth densely adpressed 
pubescent outside ... var. ludens 

The nomenclature of the plant under dis- 
cussion is as follows : 
Alysicarpus heyneanus Wt. er Arn. var. 

ludens (Baker) Pramanib et Thoth. comb. 
nov. A. Zudens Wall. Num. List. no. 
5762B. 1832 (nornen). A. rugosus will&) 
DC. var. ludens Baker in Hook. f. F1. Brit. 
Ind. 2: 159. 1976. A. ludens (Wall. ex 
Baker) Backer in School Flora 349. rg I I 
et Fl. Java I :  610. 1963. A. glumaceus 
(Vahl) DC. var. ludens (Baker) Santapau 
in Rec. Bot. Surv. Ind. 16(1): do. 1967 
(ed. 3) ; Raizada, Suppl. fl. Upper Gang. 
Pl. 47. 1976. 
Type: Wall. Num. List. no. 5 7 6 a  

(Herb. Roxburgh)-(CAL). 
Z3jstribution : Plains of Bengal, Madhya 

Pradesh and Maharashtra. The occurrence 
of this plant in Madhya Pradesh constitutes 
a new record for the area concerned. Its 
occurrence in Khandala, Maharashtra is 
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based on a Blatter specimen and recorded manyam 1818 (CAL). KERALA: ~hekka -  
by Santapau (1967). malai Hills, 666 m, Nov. 1956, Sebastine 

Specimens examined : MADHYA P R A D ~ H  : 1643 (CALI- 
Saugor, Vicary s,n. act. no. 1Z1876 (CAL). A- gamblei Schindl. is so far known 

+snm: Neighbourhood of Khan- only from the type locality (Cuddapah 
dala, Oct. 1918, ~ 1 a t t e r s . n .  (BLAT). district, Andhra Pradesh) and Sambalpur 

AlyS&,-pus styracifo~ius wt. & Arti. district, Orissa (Raizada, 1 949). In the 
( ' 8 3 )  is different from A. styracifolks DC. course of their studies the authors came 

This was our by Thwaites across one interesting specimen from 
in 1859 who gave the name A. sc~riosm for Bastar. This has linear leaves, longer and 

the former. Similarly the @ants from filiform pedicels (3-5 mm) and cylindrical 

South India including wallich 5765 (A. pods which are quite characteristic of A. 
f ) ,  referred by Baker (1876) ,, A. gamblei Schindl. The specimen from 
rug~sus (Willd.) DC. var. sgracifoZius are Bas tar (Subramany am 726 I )  was wrongly 
Only A. scariosus Thw. identified as A. bupleurifolius (L.) DC. 

A careful study of the Wallichian speci- (Subramanyam & Henry, 1966). This is in 
a n  revealed that it differs from typical fact A. gamblei Schindl. and so the occur- 
Scariosus and be treated as a distinct rence of this species in Madhya Pradesh 

Variety for the following characters: thus constitutes not only new record but 
extends its range of distribution to further 

Diffuse, herbs. Leaflets elliptic oblong 
or cordate. Racemes dense.; bracts north from the type locality). 
~labrous to glabrescent outside. Pods . var. scariosus Distribution : Andhra Pradesh, Madhya exerted Pradesh and Orissa. 
Erect, herbs. Leaflets linear-lance+ 
late. Racemes slender ; bracts pubes- Specimens examined : ANDHRA PRADESH : 
cent outside. pods usually exerted . .. vaf- Pilgm c uddapah district, Tangelapenta, 500 m, 
The correct nomenclature of the plant is Aug. 1889. Gamble 21223 (Type : CAL). 

a5 folloaws : MADHYA PRADESH : Bastar district, Jagdal- 
Al~fhwpus scariosus Grah. ex Thw* var. pur, 667 m, Nov. 1958. Subramanyam ,261 

PWer (Prain) ~ramanik  et Thoth- comb. (CAL, MH). ORISSA: Sambalpur district, 
~ O V .  A. @lifer Wall. Num. List. no. 5765. Kharior, 715 m, Sept. 1949. Mooney 3(j46 
1832 (nomen). A. r~gosus  (Willd-) DC. (DD). 
var. pilifer Prain in Journ. M a t .  Sot. 
Beng. 66 (2)  : $14 .  1897 (exd. specimens REFERENCES 

from Burma). A. glumaceus (Vahl) DC* BACRER, C. A. School Flora vmr Java. N. V. Weltewer- 
par. @lifer (Prain) Ramaswarny et Razi, den. lgl'. 

BAKER, J. G. In Hooker f. Flora of British India 2. 
Bangalore Dist. 285. 1973- 1876. 

Ty& : wall. List no. 5765 (Herb, G A ~ L E ,  J. S. Flora ofthe Presidency of Madras I. Londm. 
1918. 

Wight dr Arnott)-(CAL). PRAIN, D. Some additional Leguminosae. Journ. ~ ~ i a t .  
&t&bUtim : ~ ~ d h ~ ~  Pradesh, Tamil Sot- Ban& 666(2) : 347-5170 1897- 

RAXZADA, M. B. TWO little known plants from India. Indian 
Nadu and Kerala. Forester 75 : 165-166. 1949. 

S$ecimms ,mined : A~~~~~ ~ A D E S H  : SANTMAU, H- The flora of Khanciala. Rec. bot. Sm. 
India 16(1) : 1-372 (Ed. 3). 1967. 

Cuddapah district, Madurapalle. I 66 m, Srma*uuw*u, K- AND A. N. UENRY. Vueuiu Rants of 
! 889, Gam ble 2 I 255 (CAL) , T~~ Bastar, Madhya Pradesh. Bull. bof.  Surv. India 8 : 210, 

1966. 
N*Du: Coimbatore district, Marudamalai T H W A ~ ,  G. H. K. Enurnerati0 Plantam Zeylmique, 

London. 1859. 653 m9 19569 Sebast'ne 1444 ('A') ; W~GM, R. *RD G. A. W. A B N O ~ .  ~ r O m U s  plow 
'~~~dimalai ,  566 m, Nov. 1956, Subr-  Pellinsulae Indiae Orientalis, London. IBP). 


