
NOMENCLATURAL NOTES ON SOME PLANTS FROM INDIA 

1, Status of Corydalis prainkna Kanodia 8( As the new combination effected undet 
Mukerjee (FUMARIACEAE). Phyllanthus L., viz. P. fischeri Ellis is pre- 
The new name, Corydalis prainiana, pro- occupied, a new name for it has become 

posed by Kanodia and Mukerjee [in Kec. necessary. The etymology of the new name 
~ ~ t ,  Surv. Ind. so(2): 32. 19731 requires re- proposed is by prefixing the author's first 
evaluation. Being of the opinion that the name. 
epithet, casmiriana Prain merely to be an 3. Ro&eIlularia 8ssamica (C. B. Q.) Ellis, 
orthographic variant of C- c a h ~ e r i a n a  comb. nov. Justicia assarnica C. B. CI. in 
Royle, which epithet intriguingly had been Hook. f. F1. Brit. Ind. 4 : 537. 1885 
spelt differently by Hooker and Thornson (ACANTHACEAE). 
first (Fl. Ind. 263, 1855) as 'kashmiriana' and For the natural circumscription of the 
later (Fl. Brit. Ind. 1 : I 23. 1872) as 'cachmee- genus Justicia L. it becomes necessary to 
riana', Kanodia and Mukerjee (lot- tit.) treat this species from Assam, India, undv  
proposed the new name, in s ite of the two Rostellularia Reichenb. H epithets concerned having di erent 4, ~. iunden.  fiomboi& Jacq, var. pent- 
Royle (Illus. Bot. Himal. Mount. '9. 1~39)  podn (A. Rich.) Ellis, stat. et comb, 
had based his specific epithet after the place P. pentandr~ A. Rich. in Guil. & Perr. 
Rashmir ('Cashmir'), while Prain (in Journ' F1, Senegal. I : 93, t. 19. T neg 
A s h .  Sot. Ben@ 65 : 279 %7) had named ' lecta Wt. & Prodr. 75. g3+ ; Masters 
his new species after a person' Casimir de in Hook. f. FI. Brit, Ind. : 396 1879; Candolle, the last of the three de 

Dunn in Gamble, Fl. Pres. Madras I : 120. 
Condolles. It id obvious that there are 1915 (TILIACEAE). 
different ~lants ,  and the new name P ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~  Except for the capsular bristles which are 
for C. casimiriana Duthie & Prain ex Prain hairy on the upper edges this ,.variety re- 
is redundant. sembles the tvpica in all othef chai.acters, 

Even the amount of hairiness on the upper 
2,  Pbyllanthm cecilfi~ched* Ellis, nomen- edge of the bristles is variable. In Ifact, 

nom. P. pcheri s e n ~  Ellis in Bat' Haines (Bot. Bihar & Orissa, p. 85. 1921) 
Surv. India 22 : 193. 1980 ( 1 9 ~ ~ ) .  non speaks of this taxon thus : . . It is scarcely 
1 8 ~ ~  ~rnbl ica fischeri Gamble in Kew more than a variety of the next species.' 

Bull. 1925: 130. 1925 et Fl. Pres. Madras ( i ~ .  T. rhornboidea Jacq.). I t  is therdOre 
7 : I 295 (EUPHORBIACEAE). felt that this variable taxon can be accom- ---- modated at a varietal level, 
*Since sending this note, Bennet (in Indian For. log : 

221. 1983) has published a new name, P h y l W b  ind& 
s&n' For this species, making the name proposed here J. L. ELLIS 
redundant. Bolunical Survey qf India. Howr& 

LOTUS. ARABICUS L.-NEW TO INDIAN FLORA 

The genus ~ o t ~ ~  L, (papilionaceae) is re- world. Baker (in Hook. f. F1. Brit. Ind. 2 :  

Presented by about Iw species distributed 91. I 876) included L. garciniii DC., L. corni- 
in north and south temperate regions of the culata L. var. corniculata and L. corniculatn 



'(2.16 SHORT CQIMMUNIICATIONS: B U U .  B ~ T ,  S V I ~ ' .  I ~ b u  V a t .  24 (1-4): 1982 

Figs. 1-10 : 1 .  Habit. 2. Leaf. 3. Flower. 4 . .  Standard petal. 5: Wingpetal. 6. Keel petal. 7. Pistil. 
8. Stamens. 9. Fruit. 10. Setds in different mews (V. Stngh 5552). 

yar. minor Baker within the territory ~f cal exploration.of Gujarat State, the senior 
British India. During the course of botani- author collected L. arubicus L., which has 



not so far been reported from any locality in 12 to no-seeded, septate between the seeds. 
India. Its syonnymy, short diagnostic descrip Seeds suborbicular, subcompressed, ca 1.5 
tion with figures, habitat with exact locality mm in diam., mottled. ". 
of occurrace, flowering and fruiting period Flmering and Fruiting*: November-Janu- 
and distribution are given below. The speci- ary. 
mens are deposited in the herbarium of 
Botanical Survey of India, Jodbur (BSJO) 
and Central National ~erbar ium,  Howrah 
(CAL). 
Lotas arabicus L. Mant. P1. r 04. I 767 ; 

Baker, Fl. Trop. Afr. 2 : 62. 187 1 ; Gillett 
in Kew Bull. I 3 : 375. I 958 ; Gillett et al. 
in F1. East Trop. Afr. 4(2) Papilionaceae: 
1942. 197 I ; Tackholm. Stud. F1. E m t  
248. 1974 (2nd ed.) ; Migahid, F1. Saudi 
Arabia l : 338. P1. 350. 1978 7oset4s 
Forsk. F1. Aegypt.-Arab. 140. 1775  L- 
mo$samedansis Welw. ex Baker, n. Trap. 
Afr. 2 : 62. 87 L. glinoides senw Baker, 
i. c. 2 : 63. 187 I,  non Del. 1837- 
Annual, adpressed hairy, spreading herb, 

up to 50 C* high. Leaves alternate, odd- - 

pinnate ; rachis 2-5 mm long, leaflets 5, sub- Fig. 2. Map showing the distribution of Ltw ambiw L. 

sessile, .obovate-cuneate or oblanceolate, 7-15 Common .in saline along the sea 
X2d mm, entire9 acute, pair little/ shore, ponds, brooks etc. ~ ~ ~ & ~ l ~  (lac:) b e  
smallel', arising fr0m the base of rachis and mentioned that this species is highly poison- 
appearing like stipules. Flowers pink or ous. The contain the glucoside dluto: 
ca I cm long, solitary or rarely geminate, sin, (c,H,,No,J. 
borne at the end of axillary pduncle and S w ~ i ~ m ~  examined : Gujarat : Jodiya SCa 
subtended by an unifoliolate bract ; peduncle ort (Rajkot district), V. S!ngh, 5552 (BSJQ, 
8-25 mm long,- up to twice as long as the CAL), 30.13.1977, at sea level, 
subtending leaf ; pediceI(s) ca I mm long : ~Mbution : Widely distributed in *frica 
bract oblanceolate, 5-8 mm long, acute, (South Africa, Rhodesia, Mozambique, ~ ' d -  

stalked at the base. 2-3 awi, Angola, Senegal and Guinea to Sudan, 
mm long ; teeth linear, 4-6 mm long* about Ethiopia, Egypt etc.) and extending east- 
twice the length of tube. Standard '7 mm wards to India through Arabia and Pakistan 
long, about as long as wing. Stamens 10, (Baluchistan). Probably introduced in India 
diadelphous (g + I )  ; filament-sheath ca 4 mm through ship. 
long ; free pan of shorter filaments alternat- ACKNOWLEPGEMENT 
ing with longer ones and about two-third as ~h~ authors are thankful to the Director, 
long as the latter ; free part of longer fib- Botanical Survey of India, Howrah and De- 
ments 3 mm long. at  the apex. puty Director, Botanical Survey of India, 

3.5- S mm long* glabrous ; - 
Arid Zone Circle, Jodhpur for facilities, 

tllm long ; tip incurved Pods slender, ca 

3 x 3 mm subtorulose, dehiscing along both V. SINCH AND P. J. S I ~ H  
the Sutures, the valves miling spirally, about ~obnical SWVQ OJ I ~ ,  3- 


