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leaved orehid growing on mass covered moist 
rocky substratum in association with &yo- 
pbytes such as Herberta, . Cephalozia, Scapa- 
nia, Radula, calipogeia etc. 

BuKis in umbelrate clusters at the top 
of mature pseudobulbs, about 30 in each 
cluster, with tiny oloid dark purplish bul- 
boub base, beariog t*o filiform unequal 
juvdnile leaves and, with a large sheathing 
scalk. Soon after the dispersal, each bulbil 
produixs a bolitary b n g  derider root cover- 
ed with root hairs, 

The authors observed the plant both 
un+r cultivation: and, in natural habitat. for 
its flowering over an year,, but with no 
avafl. However, it ha8 a C ~ O S ~  morphologi- 
cal resemblance to the genera -like Pleione 
and Oreorchis of tliis region, but for want 

of flowers the authors hesitate to include it 
in either. 

Psez~dobulbs 7 - 16 x 5 - 8 mm, ovoid .with 
short or long neck, aggregate, ,I -leaved, 
covered with a large sheath, dark purplish 
pink, leafless while bearing bulbils. Roots 
up to 8 cm long and I. mm thick, many, 
crowded, covered with root hairs. Sheaths 
a3 long as or longer than the pseudobulbs. 
Leaves 2.5 - I 0.0 x 0.4 - 2.0 cm, elliptic-oblong, 
obtuse to acute, plicate, 3-5-veined, narrow- 
ed at base into a petiole, decidyous ; petiole 
4 - 15 mm long, grooved adaxially. .Old 
pseudobulbs with persisting scales at $he 
apex, prominently grooved or smooth, cov- 
ered with persisting sheath fibres at base. 
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A NOTE ON THE Rl3PORTED OCCURRENCE OF LEPIDIUM DIVARICATUM 
SOLANDER IN. INDIA 

Lepidium diwaricatum Soland., a native 
of ~ropical South Africa, was recorded for 
the first time from Iiidia by Bhattacharyya 
& 'Majumdar (1979)~ based on collections 
from Lahul, North West Himalaya (Jispa, 
3200 m, 14th Aug,, 1970, U. C. Bhhlta- 
chary ya 40793 ; Koksar, 3 roo m, 7 th Aug., 
rg70, U. C. Bhattacharyya 40674-both at 
BSD). A study of the above specimens 
reveals that they are annual or biennial 
herbs ; stems many from the base, ascending 
and spreading, densdy puberulous through- 
out ; fruiting racemes dense, 4-6 cm long; 
sili~ula I .8 - 2,o x I .5 - I .75 mm, elliptic or 
broadly ovate distinctly emarginate and 
notched at the apey ; style included within 
the notch. 
dn the basis of the above findings and a 

critical review of the literature, the speci- 

mens are now determined as L. africanum 
Burm f.) DC. a d  nat L. divaricatum 
Soland. f;. africanum is also a new record 
for India. 

Solander ( I  789) described L. diva~icatum 
based on plants cultivated in *green house 
at Kew, the type of which is preserved, in 
Herb. Bless, (G). 'Marais (I 966) pointed 
out, that Solander's type with large, broad, 
pinnadely lobed leaves does not represent 
the typical form of the species, the major- 
ity of which are fairly slender plants hav- 
ing small, narrower leaves. He (I. c.) had 
further shown that out of the three Bur- 
mann's specimens of Thlaspi africanum 
only one agrees well with his diagnosis. De 
Candolle (182 I)  wrongly excluded this spe- 
cimen from L. africanum when he made 
.the combination and considered the same 



as L. divaricanum Soland. Marais ( I .  c.) con- 3. Racemes both axillary 3. Racemes usually ter- 
and terminal, short and minal, much larger and cluded, "T~US,  the name L. africanum must dense in fruit, 4 6  cm less dense in fruit, 12- 

now be applied to plants which, since De long. 16 cm long. 
Ca@dolle,s treatment, have been included 4. Silicu1a small, 1.8-3.OX 4. Silicula comparatively 

1.4-2.0 mm, elliptic to large, 2.5-3.7 X 1.8-2.3 
in L. divaricatum". Therefore, the correct broadly ovate. mm, narmivlv elliptic 

nomenclature of L. africanum is: Lepidiom to ovate. 

africanm (Burm. f.) DC. Syst. 2: 552-53. 
1821, quad synon. tandem, excl. specim. et ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
descr. non auct. Thlaspi africanum Burm. f .  
Prodr. F1. Cap. 17. I 768. Type : Burmann The authors are thankful to the Deputy 

in Herb. Deless. (G). Lepidium d i v a r i c a t ~ ~  Dirertor, Botanical Survey of India, North- 

sensu DC. I. c. 543. 1821, quad specim. Burm. ern Circle, Dehra Dun, for the loan of spe- 

sensu auct. pro park. cimens for study. 

In a recent revisionary study, Jonsell 
A 

(197s) though holding a similar view, treat- G. H. BHAUMIK AND K. THOTHATHRI 
ed L. divaricatum as a subspecies (ssp. dc Botanical Survty of hdia, Howrah 

varicat6m) under L. africanum. But in spite 
of the wide range of variation within L. 
africanum, it differs considerably in a num- REFERENCES 
b;er of characters from true divaricafurn BlumAcmRym, C. mD C. LcPidiiunr 
and T ~ U S  it would be better to treat it as ah'varicatutp Solander-a new record for India. Bull. 
a separate species as has been done by Bat. SUW* India. 18 (1-4) : 214. 1976 (1979). 

Marais (1.c.). The distinguishing features DE CANDOLLE, A. p. Regni vegetabilis systema natrrale 

between the two are as follows: 2. 1821, Paris. 

L. divaricatum JONSELL, B. LepiPium L. (Qucifcrae) in Tropicdl Aftica : 
L. afncanum a morphological, taxonomical and phyt~~eograpkical 

1. Annual or bienhialJimb8. 1. Perennial, woody (un- study. Bot. Not. 128 (1) ; 20-46.. 1975. 
dershruba) . 

MARAIS, W. Notes on South African Cruciferae. Bolhdk  
2. Stem one to m a y  .&pm 2 Stern usually single, g 107.108. 1966. 

the bhse, ,&ecb er ascend- branched above, erect, 
ing, mdmtelp to. dense- ~labrous or sparsely SOLANDER, D. C. In Aiton's Hmt. KGW. (ed; 1) 2 : 375. 
ly p@erulomu hairy. 1789. 

A NEW VARIETY OF ABELMOSCHVS TUBERCULATUS PAL & SINGH 
(MALVACEAE) FROM RA JASTHAN, INDIA 

A. toberculatus Pal et Singh var, ddhide- 
folius Paul et Nayar, var. nov, a typo 
differt, folius deltoideformis, 3 - 5 cm 
latis, seminis majoribus 4-5 mm longis 
pubescentibus. 
Typus : INDIA : Jhalawar (Rajasthan), 

19.9.64, B. M. Wadhwa & D. M. Verma 
158 I (Holotypus-CAL) ; Jhalawar, 2 1.9.64, 
8. M. Wadhma & D. M. Verma 7524 (Para- 
~YPUS-CAL). 
28 

Anual erect herb ca I m high. Lepves 
deltoid, 3-5-Iobed ; base broadly cordate to 
truncate ; apex acute ; margin dentate, 4- ro 
x 5 - IO cm, 5-7-nerved at the bise ; both 

surfaces hispid ; petioles 2 - 8. cm long. 
Stipules linear, 3 - 5 mm long, hispid. Flowers 
axillary, solitary ; pedicel 4 - 8 mm long, 
accrescent, up to I .S cm. Epicalyx with 
8 - 10 subequal segments, linear, 5 - 7 mm 
long, accrescent, up to 1.2 cm, appressed, 


