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'MAYOR WEBB HART'
A.C.S. R~g. No. 1715

This unusual C. hybrid (hybrid 'Donation' x C. japon/.cd) blooms a rare fuSC"hia pink in 5e\.'en rows of 24 large petals in a semi­
double form. Bright rellow anthers rest on pink stamen. The large bloom is 5); inches J: 2J!o Inche5 untreated and oyer 6 inches
when gibbed. A fine outside grower. It is a seedling of Feral and Sam Zerko,",,'Sky of Tammia Nursery, Slidell, Louisiana. It has
won awards as Best lIun-reticulolo hybrid whenever exhibited. Scions are now 3\.·ailable. Propagated by Tammia Nursery. See ad
on page 3.
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Tum.IAs C. EVANS

I want to take this opportunity to
thank those of you who responded to
my request in the May issue to write
me if you had questions about the
day-to-day operations of your Society,
and particularly if you had sugges­
tions on how we can improve. Each
of these will be studied by the ap­
propriate committees of the Covem­
ing Board and acted upon in forth­
coming meetings of that group. Now
that a new blooming season is ap·
proaching, and each of yOli experi­
ence a renewed interest in camcllias,
you may have further thoughts about
your national camellia organization
and wish to share them with us. If so,
please write to me promptly.

Our total membership continues to
decline in spite of acquiring in the
vicinity of 500 new members each
year. Most of the attrition results be­
cause former members elect not to
rejoin. As in previous years, each State
Director was provided a list of delin­
quents from his territory last spring
with a request that he follow up to
see if the persons involved failed to
send in their dues through oversight.
Where such action was completed, the

results were very gratifying. As of
September 10, 209 renewals were suh­
milled by the Directors and Directors­
at-Large. I'm sure this number would
increase substantially if each of you
would contact a friend that you sus­
pect hasn't renewed his membership
or a camellia grower not currently a
mcmber and urge him to do so. Let's
all work at tlie job of keeping our or­
ganiUltion viable.

As I'm writing this in late August,
I've heard a lot of talk about getting
ready for the fall shows by gibbing
buds starting in mid-September. In
our area, the plants have experienced
good growth and have set a lot of
buds, so we have our work cut ont
for us to insure a good supply of
show-quality blooms. Speaking of
shows, I've also heard expressions of
concern from some local ('amelHa
clubs that they will be unable to hold
their show this year because their
major financial sponsor is Withdrawing
a part or all of that support. This is
distressing because I know of marlY
clubs who have never relied Oil a
ma;or sponsor to underwrite the cost
of tile show and yet 110ve had success­
f,,1 shows year after 1100r. They do
this by requesting small donations
from many local businesses, private
citizens and club members. I suggest
this be thoughtfully considered before
making a decision to deny the public
an opportunity to enjoy camellias the
way we do.

Our friends in Pensacola are doing
everything possible to prOvide us a
memorable Fall Meeting and we are
looking forward to it with great en­
thusiasm. Dotty and I are hoping to
rcnew old friendships and start many
new ones during this occasion. See
you in Pensacola!

Sincerely,

fi?eL
SUPPORT AOVERn5ERS IN THE

JOURNAL

Tho,

SUPPORT US
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A FEW WORDS FROM
THE GUEST EDITOR

Just a Chat About
This and That

JAMES McCOY

When the Executive Secretary
asked me, as Chairman of the Pub­
lications Committee, to suggest a
subject for a Special Issue of the
ACS Journal, in all innocence, I sug­
gested a special issue on outside
grown camellias, as we had a very
fine special issue on greenhouse cul­
ture in 1975. He replied immedi­
ately: "Fine, would you be guest
editor?" The fish that doesn't open
his mouth doesn't get caught.

Seriously, all members of the Pub­
lications Committee were contacted
and all agreed that the need existed
for such a Special Issue. They were
supportive in contributing articles
and suggesting others to contact for
articles.

As Editor, I am pleased with the
result. We have articles covering
outside culture from almost all geo­
graphical areas of the country where
camellias are grown. We have at
least three articles from areas out­
side the generally accepted camel­
lia growing areas of the country.
Perhaps some who read these arti­
cles will suddenly realize that it is
possible to grow camellias where
they live, albeit with the expendi-

2 / The Camellia Journal

ture of a little more work and more
careful selection of varieties.

We have articles by some of the
most knowledgeable camellia people
in the camellia world. There might
be some who have said to them­
selves: "If I knew how Mr. So-and­
So does it, maybe I'd try it." That's
all we ask anyone to do-just try
growing camellias.

None but the most avid camellia
lover would claim that the camellia
is the lovliest flower in the world.
But the camellia has a mystique like
Scarlett O'Hara; and like a lovely
southern belle, has the ability to
change a chance encounter into a
lifelong relationship. The camellia
can slightly interest you one day and
possess you the next.

For some unknown reason, ca­
mellias have gained the reputation
of being difficult to grow-requiring
much care and knowledge. One goal
of this issue is to convince the skep­
tics that camellias are not difficult
to grow. Quite the contrary, camel­
lias are very easy to grow and re­
quire considerably less care than
many other horticultural subjects.
We hope that they will be convinced
that camellia culture is very little
more than the application of com­
mon sense and a few guide lines.

If we can succeed in this goal, we
will consider the effort to have been
worthwhile.

JAMES McCoy

GET A NEW
MEMBER

In ilrmnriam
Marguerite (Mrs. T. J.) Smith

died suddenly, Oct. 5, 1981.

DAVID L. FEATHERS

Lafayette, CA

Now that we have available at
least two forms of the yellow camel­
lia, C. chrysantha Hu (macrophylla
and microcarpa) , another color di­
mension has at long last become
available not only in the flower but
in the foliage as well. The flower I
have yet to see "in the flesh", but the
mohagony-colored foliage is in itself
both remarkable and beautiful. As
far as I know, we have as yet no ab­
solute proof that this exciting new
species will cross readily with C. ia­
ponica or C. reticulata. However,
there would not appear to be any
reason it will not; in fact, it has been
reliably reported that the Chinese
botanists accomplished the cross
with C. reticulata years ago, al­
though this writer has not been for­
tunate enough to have seen evidence
of the result. Unfortunately, this
combination does not appear to have
yielded anything outstanding and
the more logical cross with C. ia­
ponica was not undertaken because
this species were not then available
to them. Consequently, we await
with great impatience the availabil­
ity of viable pollen of the yellow ca­
mellia and the tremendous poten­
tialities that would open to us. The
writer knows of two different at­
tempts in this country at crossing
C. chrysantha Hu with japonica, re­
ticulata and hybrids last year, but
unfortunately the pollen used was
said by the sender and upon receivt
visually appeared to be too old to be
useful, so that all attempts subse­
quently proved to be fruitless. Until
we are able to obtain viable pollen,
therefore, the greatest experiment
in camellia hybridization since the
C. reticulata became available re­
mains in abeyance.

Meanwhile, other interesting de­
velopments and objectives have sur-

(Continued on page 86)



SCHEDULE & PROGRAM
American Camellia Society
Fall Meeting, Pensacola, FL

NOVEMBER 5-7, 1981
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1981

1:00 - 6:00 P. M. Registration (Lobby-Sheraton Inn)
2:30 - 4:30 P. M. Governing Board and Board of Trustees Meetings at

Seville Quarter
Evening Informal Dinner, Bay Side

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1981
8:00 A. M. Registration (Lobby-Sheraton Inn)
9:00 A. M. Tour: Old Fort Barancas, Key to Harbor Defense

System/NAS Museum of Naval Aviation/NAS
1:30 P. M. Educational programs: New techniques in propagation

Update on camellia tissue
propagation

5:00 P. M. Hospitality Room
6:00 P. M. Dinner with Pensacola Club Members

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1981
8:00 A. M. Registration (Lobby-Sheraton Inn)
8:00 -11:00 A. M. Enter Rowers in Camellia Show, Cordova Mall

11:30 A. M. Luncheon
1:00 - 3:00 P. M. Judging Show
5:00 P. M. Hospitality Room
7:30 P. M. Banquet

Camellias,
Planting

and Care*
SITE

Most camellias grow and produce
better Rowers in partial shade. Plants
in a northern or western exposure, or
otherwise protected from intense win­
ter morning sun, will usually stand
more cold weather than those in an
eastern or southern exposure.

Choose a planting site with well
drained soil. Do not plant where
shade trees with shallow root systems
will compete with camellias for nutri­
ents and water.

.. From "The Camellia and its Culture,"
Circular P-94, Alabama Cooperative Exten­
sion Service, Auburn University by Ronald
L. Shumack, Extension Horticulturist and
Raymond L. Self, Plant Pathologist in
Charge, Ornamental Horticulture Field Sta­
tion.

The Largest Selection-Choice Camellias-Growing in Metal Containers
TAMMIA BLUE RmBON WINNERS-2 to 10 Yr. Grafts-In Our Special Soil

Due to price changes we have not sent our Price Lists in several years. We have encouraged all to visit
us and choose their own camellias. Many have come to see and enjoy the largest collection under Protection
and thousands of Outside blooming camellias.

If you cannot come-mail your list-we will reply by return mail. In our 37 years we have introduced
many beautiful camellia varieties. Scions are now available on all of these. A partial list follows:

'Mayor Webb Hart' 'Sam Zerkowsky' 'Dr. Louis Polizzi' 'Julia Hamiter'

'Margueryte Sharp' 'Dorothy Zerkowsky' 'Grant Black' 'Lila NuH'

'Lisa Buono' 'Ferol Ilene' 'Dick Ward' 'Morgan Whitney'

'Donna Buono' 'Dorothy Hills' 'Babette' 'Tammia'

'Vernon Mayo'S & V 'Carolyn Adams' 'Martha Israel' 'Josh Sprott'

'Dr. James Brown' 'Frances Black' 'Mayer Israel' 'Commander Mulroy'

'Blonde Betty' 'Funny Face Betty' 'Betty Sheffield Dream' 'Chapel Bell'

'Wylmer Pool' 'Mary Jo Gheems' 'Janette Habas' 'Elizabeth Cooper'

'Leon Benson' 'Brenda Ann Hart' 'Judge Richard Hill' 'Katherine Maryott'

'Frances Councill' 'Mary Agnes Patin' 'Tickled Pink' 'Harry Bettes'

TAMMIA NURSERY
Mail Address-
P. O. BOX 157
SLIDELL, LA. 704;)9

Feral & Sam Zerkowsky
Home and Nursery
Rt. 3, Box 238, LA Hwy. 1091

Pearl River, LA 70452
Tel. (504) 643-3636
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FIGURE I. The diameter of the ball of soil
on this plant is 12 inches. The diameter of the
hole should be a minimum of 24 inches.

Soil and
water

properly because they are planted in
holes that are too small. The general
the diameter of the root system.
Working up entire beds or areas
would eliminate the need for large in­
dividual holes.
rule is to make the diameter of the
hole at least 12 inches greater than

FIGURE 5. Fill the hole full of soil and water
thoroughly. Finish filling with soil. Build a berm,
or small terrace, around the plant to help retain
water. Thoroughly water the plant.

FIGURE. 4. Place the plant in the hole. Ad·
just to the correct position and depth by re­
moving or adding soil. The top of the ball of
soil should be slightly above ground level. By
doing this, the plant will then be near ground
level after it settles. If planted too deeply,
camellias will qrow poorly and may die.

PRUNING
Although camellias require very lit­

tle pruning, some may be needed to
keep certain varieties at the desired
shape and size. Pruning inside limbs
back to another branch or lateral will
reduce the height and increase air
movement without making the plant
look unsightly. Prune plants early in
the spring at the end of the dormant

FIGURE 3. Fill the bottom of the hole with
6 inches of a loamy, well drained and aerated
soil high in organic matter.

organic matter is mixed with the soil,
add fertilizer and lime as recom­
mended by the soil test and mix this
in the top 12 to 18 inches of the soil.
If a soil test is not made and you
think the soil fertility is low, mix a
complete fertilizer such as 8-8-8 into
the soil. Apply the fertilizer at a rate
of 2 to 3 pounds per 100 square feet
of area. If you think the soil fertility
level is high, apply 1 to 2 pounds of
16-8-8 or 12-6-6 per 100 square feet.

PLANTING
Camellias may be set any month of

the year if they are properly planted,
watered and cared for. However late
fall through early spring is considered
the best time for transplanting them
in Alabama. There is adequate mois­
ture during this period, and water is
an absolute necessity in transplant­
ing. These periods are also best be­
cause the plant is dormant or is ap­
proaching dormancy (above-ground
parts of the plant are not growing).
The root system continues to develop
during dormancy which allows the
plant to become well established in
the soil. The newly developed roots
will then provide enough moisture
and nutrients for the plant to start
growth when spring arrives.

Space camellias according to their
habit of growth; some varieties spread
while others grow upright. Allow a
minimum of 5 feet between plants
and preferably more.

The size of the hole should be de­
termined by the size of the ball of soil
on the root system, size of container,
or the spread of the roots on a bare­
root plant. Many plants do not grow

L
'f

SOIL PREPARATION
Camellias will grow in most well

drained, acid soils. A soil pH (degree
of acidity or alkalinity) of 5.0 to 6.0 is
best. Have a soil test made before
planting; get instructions and sup­
plies at your county Extension office.
The test can be made at the Soil Test­
ing Laboratory at Auburn. It will tell
you what is needed to bring the soil
to the desired pH and fertility level.
Lime is used to raise the soil pH level
on extremely acid soils. However, do
not apply lime unless it is recom­
mended by a soil test.

FIGURE 2. Depth of the hole is also impor.
tanto Minimum depth should be 18 inches. This
will vary with the depth of the ball of soil or
the depth of the root system. The hole should
be at least 6 inches deeper than the ball of
soil or root system.

Practically all soils need additional
humus or organic matter before plant­
ing. About 2 to 4 inches of peat moss,
leaf mold, cow manure or sawdust
worked 12 to 18 inches into the soil
improves it greatly. At the same time

4 / The Camellia Journal



FIGURE 6. Mulch the surface of the soil
around the plant with 2 to 4 inches of pine
straw, sawdust, peat moss, bark or some other
form of organic matter. Mulch holds moisture,
keeps the soil cooler, makes weedinq easier, and
almost eliminates the need for cultivation.

season. Cutting blooms with longer
stems (4 to 6 inches) reduced the
need for severe cutting or pruning.

WATERING
There is no set rule for watering;

however, the soil should be wet to a
depth of 14 to 18 inches with a hose,
soil soaker (porous hose) or sprinkler.
When watered to this depth the ap­
plication may last for 10 days to 2
weeks-even during periods of dry
weather. Clay soils require less fre­
quent but heavier waterings than
sandy soils.

--ACS--

Extending the Range
of Fall-Flowering

Camellias Northward
WILLIAM L. ACKERMAN '"

Fall blooming camellias add color
to the autumn landscape during a
time when few other woody orna­
mentals are in flower. Unfortunately,
their potential has not been fully
utilized. This has become especially
true in recent years because of the
heavy losses from winter injury of
cultivars of C. sasanqua and C. hie­
malis throughout the mid-Atlantic
region beginning in 1976-77.

"U. S. National Arboretum, Washing­
ton, DC 20002.

The relative plant hardiness of C.
sasanqua and spring-flowering C. fa­
ponica has been questioned for many
years. Although C. sasanqua was
once considered the more hardy of
the two species, this is not true. As
a group, cultivars of C. faponica are
more cold hardy than those of C. sa­
sanqua. However, there is consider­
able variation in hardiness within
both species causing some overlap.
Thus, there are some tender C. fa­
ponica cultivars which are less hardy
than some of the more hardy C. sa­
sanqua cultivars.

Three successive devasting win­
ters in the Washington, DC area
beginning with the 1976-77 season
made us seriously question the reli­
bility of most C. sasanqua cultivars
as long-term landscape plants. How­
ever, plants of C. oleifera at the Na­
tional Arboretum and north of the
city, in Maryland, showed no win­
ter injury during this same period.
These observations led us to intensify
the testing of our C. oleifera hybrids
and to use the proven hardy strains
of C. oleifera in our breeding pro­
gram. Although C. oleifera has flow­
ers of little ornamental value, it
grows wild over a very wide range
in the People's Republic of China,
including regions climatically simi­
lar to New England.

Camellia oleifera hybrids devel­
oped in the late 1960's indicate that
the best traits of both parents show
up in the progeny-ornamental flow­
ers, good plant form, and superior
cold hardiness. During the spring of
1977, plants of 37 interspecific hy­
brids involving C. oleifera as one
parent were planted in the vicinity
of the Arboretum's C. sasanqua col­
lection. During the following two
winters, no injury was observed
among the hybrids of C. oleifera,
with either C. sasanqua or C. hie­
malis as the other parent. Hybrids of
C. oleifera x C. miyagii, a very ten­
der introduction from Okinawa, were
badly injured but not killed. Yet,
comparable-sized C. sasanqua culti­
vars planted at the same time were,

with few exceptions, killed. Evi­
dently, our C. oleifera introduction
is not only extremely cold hardy in
itself, but also conveys a high de­
gree of hardiness to its hybrids with
other species.

Two of the C. oleifera hybrids de­
veloped in the late 1960's have shown
considerable promise for their flow­
ers, plant form, and cold hardiness.
These two selections have been
named and registered as 'Frost
Prince' and 'Frost Princess.' 'Frost
Prince'; C. hiemalis 'Shishi-gashira'
xC. oleifera PI 162561 (Figure 1)
has survived several severe winters
out-of-doors at the National Arbore­
tum and in Maryland, showing little
or no damage despite temperatures
as cold as -5°F (-20°C). Last year,
when several hard freezes occurred
during its blooming period, most un­
opened flowers were unharmed. A
very floriferous cuI t i v a r, 'Frost
Prince' has deep pink flowers, single
to semi-double and about 3%" across.
The flowering period frequently lasts
up to six weeks, from mid-October to
late November in Maryland. Plant
form is upright, with branchlets
spreading and some drooping at ex­
tremities. Leaves are glossy, dark
green, elliptic, about 2" long, 1"
wide, and of a thick, leathery tex­
ture.

Figure I. Flower of Camellia hybrid 'Frost
Prince'

(For color picture see ACS Yearbook-1981.)

WILL YOU SUPPORT A
HORTICULTURIST?

Vol. 36, No.4, November, 1981 / 5



'Frost Princess'; C. hiemalis 'Bill
Wylam' x C. oleifera PI 162561 (Fig­
ure 2) is of comparable cold har­
diness to 'Frost Prince' but differs
in plant and Hower characteristics.
Specifically, the plant form is more
spreading, the branchlets more pen­
dulous, and the leaves slightly smal­
ler but of the same thick leathery
texture. 'Frost Princess' has lavender­
pink Howers, semi-double to ane­
mone form about 3" across. The
Howering period extends from late
October to late November in Mary­
land.

Figure 2. Flower of Camellia hybrid 'Frost
Princess'

(For color picture see ACS Yearbook-19Bl.)

During the seasons since 1978, a
wide range of crosses have been
made involving our Chinese intro­
ductions of C. oleifera. In addition
to crosses of C. oleifera with culti­
vars of C. sasanqua and C. hiemalis,
sib crosses among the F 1 hybrids
and back-crosses of hybrids with all
three species have been made. This
has resulted in some 1,100 hybrids
from 1978-79 crosses and 500 hybrids
from 1979-80 crosses. Grown in the
greenhouse, the first scattered How­
ering took place during the autumn
of 1980. The first outdoor planting
in Maryland for winter testing was
begun in 1981. It remains to be seen
just how much cold these hybrids
will tolerate.

Cold hardiness in Camellias ap­
pears to be an expression of the plant
as a whole. It is not enough to say
that the branches and leaves of C.
oleifera and its hybrids are more tol-
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erant of cold temperatures and win­
ter desiccation than those of C. sa­
sanqua. The root system apparently
plays a very important part in plant
survival. It is well established that
the root systems of many, if not most,
plants are more tender to freezing
temperatures than are the upper por­
tions of the plant. Since the root sys­
tem is the "unseen" portion of the
plant, it is frequently overlooked in
its role of determining winter hardi­
ness.

Since grafting is a major propaga­
tion method for Camellias, it is quite
possible to negate the advantages of
a cold hardy cultivar by grafting it
on a tender rootstock. Our own early
experiences may serve as a very good
example of this type of oversight.
For many years, we have utilized
our culled seedling progeny for root­
stocks. These are seedlings from our
breeding projects which were dis­
carded because of inferior Hower
qualities. In most cases, they are
healthy vigorous plants, perfectly
suitable for rootstock purposes. How­
ever, they are a "mixed bag" in
parentage and background. Many of
the seedlings resulting from our
breeding for Horal fragrance contain
germ plasm of C. lutchuensis, one,
two, or more generations removed.
None-the-Iess, C. lutchuensis, intro­
duced from sub-tropical Okinawa,
certainly would be a liability con­
cerning cold hardy rootstock. Yet,
some of these seedlings were used
years ago to propagate 'Frost Queen'.
It was not until we observed that
many grafted plants of 'Frost Queen'
were winter-killing while 'Frost
Queen' propagated from rooted cut­
tings were surviving without injury,
that we realized our error. This mis­
take set us back several years in our
proper evaluation of the merits of
'Frost Queen' regarding its adapta­
tion to the northern fringes of camel­
lia culture.

HELP SUPPORT AN

HORTICULTURIST

Thus, rootstocks do greatly influ­
ence the performance of the plant,
which again proves the point that
we must always deal with plants in
their entirety. Our propagation of
'Frost Prince', 'Frost Princess', and
all future cold-hardy selections will
be based primarily on their estab­
lishment on their own roots (from
rooted cuttings). When we do graft,
we use seedlings of C. oleifera or
other known cold hardy forms.

--ACS--

You Can Grow Camellias
Outside in Syracuse, NY

ROBERT KLABEN

Syracuse, NY

I have just returned from Laurel
Lakes Garden at Salemburg, NC,
with a trailer load of plant material,
of which 50 were three-gallon size
Camellia japonicas. These p I ant s
were just slightly advanced over my
plants wintered at Syracuse. I sell
camellias here but only if I can talk
to that particular customer myself.
The camellia is the most beautiful
plant in the nursery and I have a
small list of people who are sincere
in trying to grow them as I recom­
mend.

The key factors for growing ca­
mellias outside here and in other
areas with this climate are as fol­
lows:

1. Well drained, moderately acid soil
with some humus.

2. Plants must not be over fertilized
and regular acid plant fertilizer
seems to be sufficient. This might
invite bark splitting which is the
only over-wintering problem one
should have, and then only if
plants are soft.

3. Camellias here must be protected
from Taxus weevil larvae which
can be fatal as it causes defoliat­
ing. Chlordane is best for control.

4. They should have about 30% to
40% shade in spring to mid-sum­
mer to prevent leaf burn because
of low humidity.



5. They are covered with one or two
layers of polyethylene sheeting
early to mid-November. White is
better than clear as this reflects
more infra-red light. (Fig. 1.)

FIGURE I. Nole poly (prior to uncovering).
Also note that since bed is in winter sun, poly
is painted white to retard blooming. These
beds are not heated except by geotherman and
limited solar radiation.

a. Polyethylene must trap geo­
thermal heat.

b. Excessive winter heat build-up
can be reduced by:
1. ventilation.
2. White polyethylene.
3. Polyethylene tents on north
wall or in shaded areas.

c. Polyethylene against a building
might or might not provide
enough winter heat. You might
have to ventilate more.

d. Polyethylene tents with geo­
thermal heat have wintered ca­
mellias down to -20 degrees
F., 3 or 4 times.

e. Remove polyethylene around
1st of April. For more dormant
plants, you may remove poly­
ethylene earlier. (Fig. 2.)

6. Polyethylene can also be used as a
quick protective measure against

FIGURE. 2. March 25th to April 1st.

late spring freezes if one wants
perfect blooms.

7. Utilizing late blooming varieties
eases the problem of over-winter­
ing.

8. Plants should be pruned lower
and spreading to facilitate cover­
ing.

All varieties of C. iaponica are per­
fectly satisfactory if grown under
above conditions. Older and more es­
tablished plants (not succulent) are
even easier to winter. Growth may
be shorter but intensity of bloom
color is greater because of closeness
of flower buds.

FIGURE 3. Six years in field (oldest plant)
'Debutante' in early April in bloom and other
buds opening.

I have actually covered the plants
'November 1st, gone to Florida, and
returned about April 1st to open up
the polyethylene houses and got
away with it, even though buds of
some varieties had begun to open.

I usually plant in the spring, but
if the plants are perfectly hard,
I think they could survive if they
were planted in the fall. All viable
buds usually open. If camellias are
brought north after they are active,
it is better to plant them after the
date of the last frost in the spring.
This is especially true of plants from
Florida. Also, the bigger plants are
better to transplant.

I am vrey anxious to open up
a bed of I-year transplants to study
bark splitting. These plants could
supply most data I need. My older
plants are never a problem.

CAMELLIA SCIONS
$5.00 Each

'Amazing Graces'
'Amy Pearson'
'A. P. Fatherree'
'Betty's Beauty'
'Buddy Bills'
'Cissy Purvis'
'Dallas'
'Delta Dawn'
'Dick Goodson'
'Dr. Harry Moore'
'Dr. Jane Crisp'
'Emma Gaeta'
'Eugene Stockman'
'Glowing Embers'
'Happy Days'
'High Roller'
'Hulyn Smith'
'James McCoy'
'Janet Smith'
'Jessie Conner'
'Judge Jackson'
'Lacy Love'
'Margaret Hilford'
'Mary Stringfellow'
'Miss Rebecca'
'Miss Santa Clara'
'Mona Jury'
'Our Kerry'
'Patricia Ann'
'Rebel Lady'
'Redwood City'
'Rickwood'
'Robert's Jewel'
'Shikibu'
'Singapore Lady'
'Southport'
'Suzanne Withers'
'Ten Plus'
'Tom. Park Hill Blush'
'Vi Henderson'
'Vi Stone'
'Warwick Berg'
'Westfield'
'Woodford Harrison'

These Scions are very limited.
Please order one of a variety.
Minimum order-four Scions.

Ray Gentry
P. O. BOX 6626

JACKSON, MISS. 39212-0626

NURSERY LOCATION­

5475 Interstate 55 South-

8 miles from Downtown Jackson

TEL. 601-372-3726
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Growing Camellias in
Unfriendly Climes

PHILLIP KADISON

White Plains, NY

I must preface this article by stat­
ing that I am simply an amateur ca­
mellia grower in White Plains, NY.
There will be no technical terms,
no appeal to the higher elevations
of camelliadom, no nothing except
how I have managed successfully to
bloom plants in an unfriendly en­
vironment. Much of what follows
will be familiar to most, but perhaps
there will be something of value to
assist those who have similar prob­
lems in these northern climes.

Ever since high school days when
it was required to deliver a flower to
one's date for a dance, I have re­
fused to present anything but a ca­
mellia to her, but I never thought of
growing the blossoms myself. Until
a friend of mine, quite out of the
blue, literally brought me a plant on
her flight from California.

Without the foggiest notion of
what to do with it, I left it in a
sunny room all winter and watched
the buds dry out, one by one, and
drop off. That would hardly do.

I quickly, or relatively so, realized
that humidity was required. So I cut
open a number of plastic milk con­
tainers, filled them with water and
left them strewn all about the plant,
and, later enclosed same in a sizea­
ble area bounded by thin, clear plas­
tic, top and sides. The plant re­
mained in my sunny room which has
a WSW exposure and is shaded to
some degree by trees.

Well, in time I managed to get
one very large flower, five or six
inches across. Mind you, I never had
any trouble by this time with buds
appearing, because the plant was left
out as soon as the weather showed
signs of no more frost or below, and
was brought in again in late fall.
But, once again, the buds either be-
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gan to swell, giving much hope, and
then dropped before development,
or opened halfway and dropped, or
just plain dropped, save for a very
few semi-successes. (The large flow­
er, I am convinced, was a lucky re­
sult of proper gibbing, quite by ac­
cident). Well, some progress, in any
event. So encouraged was I that I
began to order plants from a Cali­
fornia nursery, which at first arrived
in their dirt-filled containers, but as
time went by I discovered that bare
root shipping was c h e ape rand
worked as well.

The plants always arrived with
plenty of buds and promise, but de­
spite all the milk cartons and con­
stant spraying with water (I have
hardly ever been bothered with any
kind of bugs, but if so, Malathion
has very quickly taken care of the
problem for good), I subsequently
learned never to spray the buds
when color began to show because
the petals would become stuck to­
gether and wouldn't open for that
reason. Despite enlarging of the in­
side "greenhouse like" area, still en­
closed in plastic, and even with the
addition of growing lights for the
dark days, the total blooms for one
year rarely aggregated more than
eight or ten out of a dozen plants.
See above paragraph for fate of
buds, hardly good enough.

Another brainstorm occurred. I
would take the plants out of their
containers, sink them in the ground
for the warm months and then re-pot
them when it got cold, and back into
the house. Splendid idea, except the
roots grew furiously and naturally
were disturbed when re-potted. Still,
the procedure was better than leav­
ing them above ground all summer,
constantly drying out. And the num­
ber of winter blooms more than dou­
bled. In fact, 'Elegans ('Chandler)'
was awash with flowers.

Now, I think I have licked the
problem at last. I bought an inexpen­
sive humidifier, with a capacity of
1% gallons, late this flowering sea­
son, but early enough to discover
fantastic results. One plant which re­
cently was brought to me by my
California friend, and which had
many buds, flowered everyone. On
another, I had at least a dozen at
one time, and later on, many more.
A third flowered for the first time,
and so it went. I still have a dozen
or so plants, everyone of which pro­
duced blossoms of various sizes and
at different times on the same plant.
The humidifier is left running all
day and until bed time.

To summarize, where plants· can­
not be left out all year, HUMIDI­
FIER! A reasonably sunny room, no
radiator heat and HUMIDIFIER!
By the way, the humidifier also
solves the problem of the circu­
lation of air around the plants, espe­
cially when they are crowded as
mine are. A clear sheet of plastic in
front of the plants will provide a
pretty viewing scene and will also
retain moisture. Further, I did ex­
periment briefly by turning off the
machine for a few days. The remain­
ing buds dried up quickly, those
that remained after the bigger ones
flowered. Water spraying seems to be
optional, as is growing lights, ex­
cept for prolonged periods of dark
weather, or a less sunny room.

This summer, I have dug the
plants, in their containers, into the
ground, and I look forward to an
even more rewarding winter bloom­
ing time. Just to add to the record,
I do fertilize properly, and disbud
when appropriate. I expect no fur­
ther trouble from these fussy beings,
and in truth, after 10 years of fight­
ing, I do not deserve any.

ABC -A BOOSTER OF

CAMELLIAS



clear plastic film (or milky white, or painted white)

THE USE OF MICROFOAM

SIDE VIEW

ethylene). Microfoam is easily punc­
tured or damaged and the purpose of
the two polyethylene sheets is mostly
to protect the Microfoam. Under no
circumstances should you use black
tJolyethylene, for the plants, even
though dormant, do need some light.
However, direct sun during the
period of storage can cause excessive
heating of the plants. If an area of
full shade is not available, it may be
necessary to apply white paint over
the outer layer of polyethylene. Since
the area used by the Ackermans was
12' wide, it was necessary to run two,
6-foot-wide sheets of Microfoam down
the length of the bed. These can be
easily held together with plastic tape.

After the polyethylene-Microfoam­
polyethylene sandwich was in place,
the upper slope edge was fitted into
the shallow trench, the edges weighed
down with cinder blocks (or rocks),
and covered with a layer of pine
needles (soil, woodchips, or other
materials can be used). The two side
edges were weighed down and cov­
ered, gently pulling the blanket down
slope and snug in the process. Finally,
the lower slope edge was done, com­
pleting the job (Figure 1).

The plants should be fully dormant
and have been subjected to a series
of frosts before being placed under
the thermo-blanket. In the Maryland
area this was done between Thanks­
!:!;iving and December 1. It is best to
leave the thermo-blanket undisturbed
throughout the winter. Normally,

FIGURE I

slope for drainage

til microfoam

structured thermo-blanket technique
was far superior to the others. This
method (the unstructured thermo­
blanket technique) has been used
successfully on Camellias and several
other ornamentals by the Ackermans
and the Irelands and is described as
follows:

Container plants to be protected
were thoroughly watered the day be­
fore placement under the thermo­
blanket. An area on the north side of
a large white pine tree was selected
during late autumn 1979. A sloping
section approximately 12' x 20' was
cleared of an existing layer of pine
needles and weeds, exposing the bare
ground. A row of container plants
was set on their sides pointing down
the slope. A second row of plants
was set on their sides pointing up the
slope so that their trunks interspersed .
between those of the first row. Fol­
lowing this, successive rows of plants
were set against each previous row
in the same direction. Pine needles
were scattered loosely among the
branches and over the containers as
the rows were stacked against each
other. \Vhen all plants were in place,
a shallow trench was dug around the
perimeter. A sheet of clear poly­
ethylene film was placed over the
mound of plants, followed by a sheet
of Microfoam and a second sheet of
polyethylene (the Microfoam sand­
wiched between two layers of poly-

KITTY and BILL ACKERMAN

Ashton, Maryland 20861

1 F. R. Gouin and C. B. Link, 1979
Temperature Measurements, Survival, and
Growth of Container-Grown Ornamentals
Overw'ntered, Unprotected, in Nursery
Shelters and Under Microfoam Thermo­
Blankets, Amer. Soc. Hart. Sci. 104(5)
655-658.

During the autumn of 1979, the
Camellia Society of the Potomac
Valley, Washington, DC, had as its
guest speaker, Dr. Francis R. Gouin,
professor, Department of Horticul­
ture, University of Maryland, College
Park, MD. Dr. Gouin discussed his
experiments in protecting broad­
leafed evergreens, including Japanese
Holly, American Boxwood, Cherry
Laurel, and Dense Cotoneaster, from
winter injury through the use of Mi­
crofoam plastic thermo-blankets l . Al­
though Dr. Gouin's tests did not
include Camellias, the same prin­
ciples of temperature and desiccation
protection were involved. Thus, this
method appeared very promising and
worthy of testing on Camellias by
several members of the Society.

Microfoam is a plastic, spongy-like
sheet material manufactured by the
E. I. DuPont de Nemours Co. (Inc.),
Film Department, Wilmington, DE
19898. In 1979, it was only available
in rolls 34" thick, 6-feet wide, and 200­
feet long, which sold for $106.00. The
nearest supplier was Baltimore-War­
ner Paper Co., Industrial Division,
1201 67th Street, Baltimore, MD
21237. Following a discussion at the
Society's next board meeting, Presi­
dent William Settee arranged for the
purchase of a roll of Microfoam,
which was then divided and re-sold
to interested members at cost. More
recently, Dr. Gouin has indicated
that the DuPont Co. was arranging
with nursery supply dealers to handle
distribution.

Dr. Gouin tested four treatment
techniques using the same types of
plants in each treatment for compari­
sons. Of the treatment techniques
used, Dr. Gouin found that his un-
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FIGURE 2

they will not need watering, but if
there is a period of unseasonably
warm weather in mid-winter, a brief
inspection may be in order. The ob­
jective of the bare ground below the
blanket is that as long as it remains
unfrozen it will provide a certain
amount of warmth to the plants
above it.

During the 1979-80 winter, we
made a trial of the technique using
35 camellias, 10 small seedlings, and
7 house plants. The area was not
touched until April 1, 1980, when the
blanket was removed, the plants set
upright and inspected. The results
were as follows:

Camellias-Almost perfect condi­
tion with an occasional broken leaf,
perhaps broken in handling. Many
camellias had fat buds, with a few
showing color. A few Rowers were
open. Some of the buds opened
and the blooms were entered in the
Washington and Baltimore shows.

Gardenia jasminoides-Dropped all
of its leaves which then mildewed.
Only a small portion of live wood
remained at the base.
Ardesia crispia (coral berry)-Per­
fect condition.

Rhipsalidopsis (Easter Cactus)­
Large adult plant had just a few
leaf tips damaged. Two small
cuttings were killed.
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Fig Tree-Leaf drop but buds
alive.

Asparagus sprengeri and Asparagus
plumosa ferns-lost most of their
leaves and were in only fair condi­
tion.

Calamondin Orange - Very good
shape with only 5% leaf drop.

Stewartia seedlings-Excellent con­
dition.

Moisture conditions under the blan­
ket were good, neither too wet nor
too dry. The Microfoam was in per­
fect condition and was stored.

Mr. Philip Ireland, Editor of the
CSPV Newsletter, used the same
technique and procedure with several
additions. On Thanksgiving 1979 he
set about 30 young, and presumably
tender, camellias and about 20 seed­
lings under the foam. Mr. Ireland
placed 12 plastic jugs of water among
the plants to help modify the tem­
perature, and two packets of rodent
poison. Also, he later painted the
pastic sheet with white latex paint,
as suggested by Dr. Gouin, to reduce
sun exposure.

Mr. Ireland removed the thermal
blanket and plastic on March 15, the
day before he and Mrs. Ireland flew
to the ICS Congress. All plants were
in excellent condition, with dark
green glossy foliage. Many plants
had buds showing color. 'Marie

Bracey' was the only plant to have a
fully open bloom. This bloom was
worn by Mrs. Ireland from Dulles
to Tokyo the next day on her way to
the ICS Congress. The Microfoam
was packed away for another season.
All plants have been transplanted and
with a single exception, 'Spring Son­
net', did very well.

On December 1, 1980, the Acker­
mans used the same site as the pre­
vious year, placing the thermo-blan­
ket over 71 camellia plants, 1 to
5-feet tall, in the same manner as
before.

On March 28, 1981, the covering
was removed in the morning of a day
that reached 70°. The 71 plants were
set upright and examined. There
were several blooms out in perfect
condition, some spent blooms and
many healthy buds ready to open.
All plants survived in good condition.
A dozen or so leaves that touched
the edge of the south side were
browned, which was the extent of the
injury observed.

Most of the pots still had sufficient
moisture, but a few were starting to
get dry. The only clay pot in the
group was very dry (although the
plant was in good condition). In the
future we will not use clay pots. The
plants were next given a good soak­
ing and misting. Unfortunately, we
did not follow up on this procedure
on all of the plants after their initial
misting. Approximately half of the
plants were moved to a sheltered
patio and were watered and misted
regularly. These continued to look
good and have grown normally since.
Because of many other spring chores,
the remaining plants were not moved
for several weeks. Although these
were watered, they were subjected to
drying winds and severe desiccation
occurred on many of the outer peri­
meter plants. Apparently, plants pro­
tected over winter under thermo­
blankets where the relative humidity
is quite high, are very susceptible to
drying out when first released from
their confinement.

(Continued on page 11)



Pine Beetle Damage?
We have heard several people com­

plain that they have had pine trees
killed by pine beetle. We have asked
a tree expert if such damage could
be considered as a tax deduction.
Pine beetle mortality of trees as a
tax deduction was ruled on in one
case. If you have had such damage
it might be worth your while to con­
tact an IRS expert and refer him to
Par. 68,035-TC Memo 1968-35, Her­
bert H. Nelson and Elizabeth Nelson
Docket No. 3735, 2-27-68 and to Rev:
Rul. 79-174, 1979-23, IRB 9.

This is not to infer that you should
make such deductions, but to check
before doing so. We hope that this
service will be of some value.

Ultra Pure, Concentrated, 20·30·20, Soluble,
All Purpose. "Starts & Feeds Formula"',
Sizes 'or Gardens, Vegetables, Flowers:
Roses,Shrubs, Trees, Lawns, Greenhouses,
Nurseries, 3 Sizes

Ava,lable IJI your store or send 1250 lor
1 lb. Small Garden Size, $9 95 for 5 Ib,
Lawn & Garden SIle, $33.00 lor 25 Ib
Estate Size (Includes mil/ling)
By the ma~ers 01 "Plant Shine'"

SCHULTZ CO.-51. louis, MO 63043

1982 DUES ARE DUE
(Continued from page 10)

If one takes the proper post ther­
mo-blanket precautions of regular
misting, the techniques described
here appear to present an excellent
method for protecting container­
grown Camellias in the Washington­
Baltimore area. The method not only
protects from winter injury, but
since it is essentially care-free, it
would be an excellent storage method
for people who go to Florida for the
winter. Also, our blooms for both
years were well timed for the Wash­
ington and the Baltimore Spring
shows.

'FIR CONE'
Rhodelia Nursery advertised from

West Linn, Oregon in the 1945-49
Oregon Camellia Society booklets­
Otto Schwabe, owner. By 1947 the
booklet listed Schwabe's son-in-law as
owner. It is assumed that Schwabe
died in 1946-47. By 1950 Rhodelia
Nursery was not advertising in the
booklet, and is presumed by old­
timers to have gone out of business,
perhaps even flooded out by disas­
trous high waters on the Willamette
River at that time. If it was out of
business by 1950, when registration
of camellias began, nevertheless, the
camellia "Fir Cone" was in the trade
by that time.

Several older members remember
the flower. Mary (Mrs. AI) Johnson
of Salem, OR has a red plant in her
yard at 1865 Brookside N.W. She is
quite ill at this time. Olan Wills,
Portland, OR has a red plant in his
yard. Ed Lewis, Belleview, WA, past
director for Washington-Oregon dis­
trict, ACS, has the variegated form
in his garden. He purchased his
plant from Nuccio's in Calif.

Ed Lewis, immediate past Director of ACS, dis­
plays a plant of 'Fir Cone Var.' in his garden
in Belleview, Washington. Photo April 15, 1981.

The site of the old Rhodelia Nur­
sery is now occupied by a new bridge
across the Willamette River and a
freeway interchange for Interstate
205 through West Linn.

Mr. Schwabe introduced several
new camellias to the trade. Old­
timers recall "Fir Cone" and "Flor­
ence Louden", particularly.

'Fir Cone' and 'Fir Cone Var: are
the most consistent Show winners in
the miniature class-and has even
won Best-in-Show regardless of size.

Left to right: F. C. Ratliff, ACS Director for
Washington/Oregon, reviews the ACS Registra­
tion Form for the miniature C. Japonica 'Fir
Cone' with Allen Brickley, Mayor of West
Linn, Oregon, and Andrew Sears. President of
the Oregon Camellia Society. 'Fir Cone' ori.
ginated with Rhodelia Nursery in West Linn.
Photo April 8, 1981.

SOME WILL WANT TO

BECOME A GUARDIAN

STEEL & PLASTIC

CONTAINERS

+ + +

THE LERIO CORP.

P. O. Box 2084

MOBILE. ALA. 36601
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Less work lor you-
better proteetion lor your eamellias:
Hudson Sprayers make the dillerenee

See your dealer
If you like the ideaof getting better

camellia protection with less effort,
select from these and other outstand­
ing Hudson sprayers and dusters
today. They can make a big difference
in how your garden grows. Available
at hardware, garden, nursery and
other stores where fine camellia care
products are sold.

Hudson Admiraf.1
duster

The Hudson ,,~

Cordless Electric
Sprayer is lightweight and pushbutton
easy; features the outstanding per­
formance by which all Hudson sprayers
are known. Use anywhere-inside or
out. Long-life, rechargeable batteries;
charger included.

When you prefer to dust, select the
Hudson Admiral duster. Delivers a big
cloud or a tiny puff. Long extension
and swivel nozzle makes it easy to
place dust right where you want it.

Easy spraying­
excellent
results

Corrosion resistant
Duralite@ sprayers

Made of polyethy­
lene, these sprayers
have their own special
advantages. They're
lightweight, yet
tough for long
service. "See-through"
tank for easy filling.
Choose one or two
gallon size.

Famous Hudson
Bugwiser@
sprayer

This popular three gal­
Ion compression sprayer
has proven Hudson
benefits that offer extra
value, durability and con­
venience. Brass pump;
galvanized steel tank with
epoxy exterior finish.

SIGNOFTHEBESTBUY huds0n®
~ H. D. HUDSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY
~ 500 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611

Hudson Suburban™
power sprayer
for big jobs

A sizable camellia
garden is protected
more easily and
more quickly with a
Hudson Suburban
power sprayer. Wide
choice of accessories
provide extra versa­
tility. Available with
hitch for your riding
mower or with electric
motor.

More efficient use
of spray possible

The easy-acting control valve on
Hudson sprayers allows you to spray
precisely as needed -only to the point
of run-off. There's no harmful
drenching nor waste of costly spray
materials.

A Hudson Sprayer
for every need

There's a Hudson sprayer or duster
for every need or any size garden­
from stainless steel to polyethylene to
power. The choice is yours.

If you're Iike most camellia growers,
you already know that a spray program
may mean the difference between
camellias that thrive and camellias that
suffer plant disease and insect attack.
What you may not realize is that, How
you spra ydoes make a difference!

Start with a
Hudson Sprayer

To be most
effective, you
must spray under
leaves where
scales and
bugs settle and
plant disease
begins. We've
designed our
sprayers with this
in mind. Hudson
sprayers are equipped I
with long hoses and long spray
extensions.

As a result, your job is easier and
more effective because you can spray
exactly where it's needed the most,
without unnecessary reaching or
bending.

At the same time, you can adjust the
nozzle to deliver either a fine envelop­
ing mist or coarse or long-range spray,
depending upon your need.

(See The American Camellia Society Yearbook-1980 for an article on sprayers
and spraying for your camellias.)



'Pharaoh Var.'
'Pink Chablis'
'Pink Dahlia'
'Pride of California'
'Red Bird'
'Red Chief'
'Red Dahlia'
'Red Garnet'
'Ruffian'
'Sabrina'
'Sarah Hall'
'Sara Oliver'
'Silver Cloud'
'Steve Blount'

'Mary G. Porter'
'Mary S. King'
'Midget Wheeler'
'Mini Mint'
'Miss Bessie Beville'
'Mrs. D. W. Davis

Special'
'Mrs. Hugh White'
'Nan S. Dodd'
'Oscar Elmer'
'Our Betty'
'Overture'
'Pat Gurnsey'
I Pavlovd'

•Arcadia'
'Baby Pearl'
'Barbara McBride'
'Barbara Ratliff'
'Bloody Mary'
'Blue Bird'
'Brother Rose'
, Camelot'
'Campari White'
'Capitan'
'Carter's Sunburst Blush'
'Cucamonga I

'Curtain Call'
'Debut'
'Dolly Dyer'

MINIMUM ORDER $10.00

eamett/a Se/oJtJ, - tizeeJt!to/tJ,e 7Jzoteeted
GROUP NO. 1-$3.00

'Dolly Parler' 'Harold Paige'
'Dr. Brian Doak' 'Hody Wilson'
'Dr. Clifford Parks Var.' 'Jim Rivett'
'Dream Boat' 'Katie'
'Edith Hall' 'Kramer's Beauty'
'Fire Dance' 'Kramer's Delight'
'Fragrant Pink 'Lasca Beauty Var.'

Improved' 'Les Berg'
'Frances B. Homer' 'Lilemac'
'George Stewart' 'Linda Gilmore'
'Goggy' 'Little Aggie'
'Gone Again Blush' 'Love Boat'
'Grace Albritton Blush' 'Marie Mackall'
'Gracela"d' 'Marvin Sowell'
'Han-ling Snow' 'Mary Fisher'

'Temple Festival'
'Terrell Weaver', R & V
'Tom Knudsen Var:
'Tomorrow's Lisa'
'Tony's Joy'
'Valley Knudsen Var.'
'Walker's Pink'
'Webb Stanley'
'Wedding Cake'
'Zell Boyce'
'Alabama Tide'
'AI Gunn'
'Ann Blair Brown'
'Ann Clayton'
'Applause'

1981-1982

'Strawberry Belty'
'Sugar Dtlddy Var.'
'Susan Johnson'
'Susan Shackleford'
'Susan Terzian'
, Suzy Stan e'
'Taffeta Tutu'
'Tali Queen'
'Tamzin Coull'
'Taylor's Perfection'
'Teen Age Queen'
'Thelma Dale Blush'
'Thomasville Beauty'
'Tick Tock Blush'
'Tiff,lny Var.'
'Tinsie Var.'
'Tiny Me'
'Titirangi'
'Tom Cat Var.'
'Tom Knudsen'
'Tomorrow Crown Jewel'
'Tomorrow, Leanne's'
'Tomorrow Park Hill'
'Tomorrow's Dawn'
'Tomorrow's Queen'
'Tomorrow's Tropic

Dawn'
'Touchdown', R & V
'Touch of Pink'
'Tricia'
'Twilight'
'Valentine Day'
'Veiled Be,uty'
'Verna Halbert'
'W. H. Rish Var.'
'Wynne Rayner'

'San Marino'
'Sarah Lee Cannon'
'Sheila'
'Show Time'
'Splash of Pink'
'Sugar Babe'
'Sunsong I

'Swan Lake'
'T. C. Patin'
'Tama Noura'
'Tedesco'
'Terry Gilley Var.'
'Thirty Drops'
'Tiny Bell'
'Tiny Princess'
'Todd Gilley'
'Tom Thumb'
'Tomorrow Park Hill

Pink'
'Tonya'
'Trinket'
'True Echols'
'Valentine Day Var.'
'Valley Knudsen'
'Veiled Beauty Var.'
'Very Cherry'
'Wendy'
'William Jackson',

R & V
'Zing'

'Music City', R & V
'My Choice'
'My Ernestine'
I My Louise'
'Myra 0.'
'Myrtle A. Cannon'
'Nathan Humphrey

Var.'
'Noble Pearl'
'Nola Firth'
'Notre Dame'
'Nuccio's Jewel'
'Nuccio's Pearl'
'Nuccio's Ruby'
'Ole'
'Otto He-pfer'
'Peking'
'Petite Rosine'
'Pharaoh'
'Pink Doll'
'Pink Jewel'
'Pirates Gold', R & V
'Polly Heaton'
'Purple Gown'
'Raspberry Delight'
'Raspberry Ice'
'Red China'
'Rob Roy'
'Royalty', R & V
'Ruth Seibels'
'Sandy Sue'

'Mrs. J. Davis Pink'
'Mrs. R. L. Wheeler'
, Nashville'
'N ea I Armstrong'
'Nuccio's Gem'
'Omega'
'Pago Pago'
'Pat Nixon'
'Pearl's Pet'
'Pink Extravaganza'
'Pink Frost'
'Pink Magic'
'Pink Smoke'
'Premier', R & V
'Ragland Supreme'
• Ramona'
'Rena Swick Var.'
'Richard H. Clere'
'Richard Nixon'
'Rose Parade'
'San Dimas'
'Sandy Walters'
'Sarah Alice Ruffin'
'Scotty Forbes
'Sea Foam'
'Silver Chalice'
'Silver Etching'
'Silver Ruffles'
'Si Iver Sta r'
'Silver Triumph'
, Silver Waves'
'Snow Baby'
'Snowman'
'Spring Festival'
'Stacy Susan'
'Star Above Star'

want something that isn't listed here,

. Little Ginger'
'Little Man'
'Little Poppy'
'Little Ruby'
'Little Susie'
'Lois Shinault'
'Look Again'
'Lucy Stewart'
'Mandalay Queen'
'Margaret Crutcher'
'Marv Golombiewski'
'Mary Love'
'Massee Lane Var.'
'Maui'
'Maxine'
'Melody Shepherd'
'Men's Mini'
'Mi Linda'
'Ming Temple'
'Miss Adeline'
'Miss Bess'
'Miss Lucy'
'Miss Tinytot Princess'
'Miss Tulare'
'Moody Bozeman'
'Mrs. D. W. Davis

Descanso'
'Mrs. Marion Mayfield'
'Mrs. Paul Gilley'
'Mrs. R. L. Wheeler

Pink'

GROUP NO. 2-$2.00
, Highlight'
'Hishi-Karaito'
'Honey Bee'
'Hopkin', Pink'
'In the Pink Var.'
, In the Red'
'J. M. Haynie'
'J. Morgan Sprott'
'Janet Clark'
'Janet K'
'Jean Clere'
'Jean Pursel'
'Jeffrey Hood'
'Joyce Connell'
'Julia Hamiter Blush'
'Just Darling'
'Kathryn Funari'
'Kewpie Doll'
'Kim MacGowan'
'Kishu-Tsukasa'
'K. O. Hester'
'La Sandra'
'Lady Ann'
'Lady Laura'
'Lady Velma Var.'
'Lasca Beauty'
'Laura E. Greggs'
'Leah Homeyer'
'Lerlind'
'Lion Head'
'Little Dixie'

'Dolores Hope'
'Doris Ellis Pink'
'Dorothy Copeland'
'Douglas Potter'
'Dr. Charles Thompson'
'Dr. Clifford Parks'
'Dr. Fred Lee'
'Dr. Lilyan Hanchey'
'Dream Time'
'Elegans Champagne'
'Elizabeth Dowd Rose'
'Elizabeth Dowd Silver'
'Evelyn Poe Blush'
'Evelyn Poe Pink Var.'
'Fallen Angel'
, Fawn'
, Featherly Touch'
'Flamenco Dancer'
'Flaming Youth'
'Flo-Adrian'
'Florence Kirby Var.'
'Flossie Goodson'
'Four Winds'
'Fragrant Pink'
'Fran Homeyer'
'Full House Pink'
'Garden Glory'
'Gee Homeyer'
'Golden Gate'
'Gone Again'
'Helen Boehm'

'All American', R & V
'Allene Gunn'
'Alyson Pollard'
'Angel Wings'
'Ann Day'
'Anna Gramlin'
'Anticipation Var.'
'Aquarius'
'Arch of Triumph',

R & V
'Ariana Hall'
'Baby Face'
'Bart Colbert Var.'
'Betty Ridley', R & V
'Black Knight'
'Bob Hope', R & V
•Broadwater'
'Bumble Bee'
'Campari'
'Cap'n Brooks, Var.'
'Capricious'
'Capt. Rawes'
'Chang's Temple'
'Charlene Lee'
'Cinnamon Cindy'
'Confetti'
'Confetti Blush'
'Coral Delight', R & V
'Cornelian'
'Cornelia Walden'
o Descd nso Mist"
'Desire'

'Alabama's Lurleen' 'Circuit Rider'
'Alberta Marie' 'Clark Hubb', R & V
'Allie Habel' 'Commander Mulroy'
'Amabel Lansdell' 'Crimson Robe'
'Ann Swinton' 'Debbie'
'Anne Jackson' 'Diddy's Pink Organdie'
'Apollo 14', R & V 'Dixie Knight Supreme'
'Apri I Lynn Poe' 'Donation'
'Arthur Gayle' 'Doris Ellis'
'Barbara Colbert' 'Dorothy James'
'Bea Rogers' 'Dr. J. V. Knapp'
'Benjo' 'Drama Girl Var.'
'Betty McCaskill' 'E. G. Waterhouse Var.'
'Betty Sheffield Coral' 'Easter Morn'
'Betty Sheffield Dawn' 'Ed Combatalade'
'Betty Sheffield Dream' 'Eddie Gilley Var.'
'Betty Sheffield 'EI Dorado'

Supreme' 'Elegans Splendor'
'Betty Sheffield White' 'Elegans Supreme'
'Black Lace' 'Elizabeth Dowd'
'Black Tie', R & V 'Elizabeth Haynie'
'Blond Betty' 'Elizabeth Le Bey Blush'
'Blushing Beauty' 'Ella Ward Parsons'
'Bon Bon Blush' 'Elsie Jury'
'Bon Bon Red' 'Erin Farmer'
'Brooksie's Rosea' 'Esther Ann'
'Buddha' 'Fancy Free'
•Carn iVd I Princess' 'F(~.shionatd'

'Carter's Sunburst Pink' 'Fircone', R & V
& Var. 'Fire Chief',R & V

'Carter's Sunburst Var." 'Flame Var.'
'Chameleon' 'Forty-Niner', R & V
'Charlean', R & V 'Fran Mathis Var.'
'Charlie Bettes' 'Francie L',R & V
'China Doll' 'Gary's Red', R & V
'China Lady' 'Gayle Gibson'
'Chow's Han-ling' 'Georgia Rouse'

Please order from this ad. We have

GROUP NO. 3-$1.00
'Gladys Pinkerton' 'Lela Laurents'
'Glen 40 Special' 'Leonora Novick'
'Grace Albritton' 'Little Slam', R & V
'Granada', R & V 'Lulu Belle'
'Grand Prix' 'Luscious Lady'
'Grand Slam' 'Magic City'
'Gus Menard' 'Man Size'
'Gwenneth Morey' 'Marc Eleven', R & V
'Harriet Bisbee' 'Margaret Davis'
'Hawaii' 'Margaret Weems'
'Holly Blades' 'Margaret Wells'
'Honeyglow' 'Mark Alan', R & V
'Howard Asper', R & V 'Maroon & Gold'
"n the Pink' 'Martha Norwood'
'Ivory Tower' 'Mary Agnes Patin'
'Jackie Mann' 'Mary Beth'
'Jennifer Wright' 'Mary Boyce'
'Jerry Wilson' 'Mary P. Taylor'
'Jerry Wilson Pink' & 'Mary Paige'

Var. 'Mary Taylor Blush'
'John Taylor' 'Mary Taylor Pink'
'Johnny Reb Pink' 'Mcvey's Nuccio'
'Jonathan' 'Melinda Hackett',
'Judge W. T. Ragland' R & V
'Julia Wilson' 'Memento'
'June Stewart Supreme' 'Midnight'
'Junior Miss' 'Midnight Serenade'
'Kathryn Snow' 'Mike Witman', R & V
'Kay Acker' 'Milo Rowell', R & V
'Kitty' 'Miss Charleston',
'Kona' R & V
'Kramer'~ Supreme 'Miss Lu Ann Var.'

Yar.· 'Miss Mandie Supreme'
'Lady Ann' 'Moonlight Sonata'
'Lady in Red', R & V 'Mouchang', R & V
'Lassie' 'Mr. Sam'
'Laura Walker Var.' 'Mrs. Glen Johnson'

many varieties that are not listed. If you
please ~sk for it

P. O. BOX 6626 RAY GENTRY
JACKSON, MISS. 39212-0626 601-372-3726

NURSERY LOCATION-5475 Interstate 55 South-8 miles from Downtown Jackson
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. October 31, 1981

· .October 24-25, 1981

· . January 30-31, 1982

· . October 30-31, 1982

The Nation's Capital
and Camellias
ARTHUR A. MARYOTT

The historical background regarding ca­
mellias grown in Washington metropolitan
area during the nineteenth and early part
of the twentieth centuries is meager and
poorly documented. There is a report that
a few scattered plants of C. iaponica were
growing outdoors in the District of Columbia
around the tum of the century, with at
least one dating back to about 1860 and still
living in 1954 (1). This report also states
newspaper accounts in Baltimore indicate
that there was an active camellia organiza­
tion with about four hundred members in
that city in 1847. Records show that camel­
lias were used at entertainments at the
White House for various administrations
during the nineteenth century. It is likely
that these were grown in local greenhouses
since greenhouse culture was common in
the cities of the northeast.

The revival of interest in camellias which
began in the south during the 1930s did not
have much impact here until after World
War II. The prevailing impression was that
camellias generally were not adaptable to
our cold winters. Several nurseries and other
organizations deserve much of the credit for
counteracting this impression. Many of the
camellias now growing the gardens in Be­
thesda, MD, a northwestern suburb of
Washington, dating back 30 years or more
and owe their existence to the early plant
sales of the Glenwood Road Garden Club
aided by Ed and Lucy Tolson. Hill's Camel­
lia Gardens in Arlington, Virginia, and later
Stadler's Nursery in Silver Spring, Maryland,
also introduced many C. sasanqua and C.
iaponica cultivars that bloomed and grew
well. In 1949 a number of C. sasanquas
were planted on the grounds of the National
Arboretum under the supervision of Dr.
Francis De Vos who was Deputy Director
at that time. This collection grew rapidly
into several hundred plants consisting of
about ninety cultivars and soon became a
featured attraction at the Arboretum. In
1954 the collection of C. iaponicas was
initiated. This collection now contains well
over three hundred cultivars including a
number of species and hybrids as well as
some seedlings. These plantings did much
to promote public interest in growing ca­
mellias. They demonstrated that the basic
cold hardiness of both C. sasanqua and C.
iaponica was adequate to survive our usual
winters without significant damage to plants,
donated by Tom Dodd's Nursery, Semmes,
AL.

In the spring of 1954 one of the local
garden clubs, the Takoma Horticultural
Society in Takoma Park, Maryland, included

1982
1982
1982
1982
1982

1982
1982
1982
1982

Date

. .. March 4-6, 1982
. .. March 6-7, 1982

· .January 30-31, 1981
· . January 30-31, 1982

· .November 7-8, 1981
November 7-8, 1981

· November 21-22, 1981

· November 14-15, 1981

· . November 13-14, 1982

· . December 12-13, 1981

· ... December 5-6, 1981

. .. December 12-13, 1981

..... January 30-31, 1982
February 6-7, 1982
February 6-7, 1982

. . January 2-3, 1982
· .. January 9, 1982

· ... January 9-10, 1982
.January 9-10, 1982
. January 9-10, 1982
· .January 16, 1982

· ... January 16-17, 1982
...... January 16-17, 1982

· . January 23, 1982
· . January 23, 1982

. .... November 21-22, 1981
November 21-22, 1981

. January 23-24, 1982
January 23-24, 1982

. January 30-31, 1982

.December 5-6, 1981
· . December 5-6, 1981

. December 5-6, 1981
. December 5-6, 1981

· November 14-15, 1981
. November 14-15, 1981

...... November 14, 1981

Pensacola, Florida
Charlotte, North Carolina

Washington, D. C.
Dallas/Forth Worth, Texas

FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE ACS
November 6-8, 1981
March 4-6, 1982
October 29-31, 1982
February 10-12, 1983

--ACS--

Show Dates
(ACS Cooperative Shows)

Place, Location and Spansai'
Columbia, South Carolina, (In coniunction with South Carolina State Fair),

Mid-Carolina Camellia Society and S. C. State Fair Association
\Vashington, D. C., U. S. National Arboretum, Camellia Society of

the Potomac Valley . . . . . . . . . . .
Pensacola, Florida, Cordova Mall, Men's Camellia Club. Inc.,

(In Coniunction with ACS 32nd Annual Fall Meeting) .
Savannah, Georgia, Men's Garden Club of Savannah .
Fort Valley, Georgia, Massee Lane Headquarters of ACS, Middle

Georgia Camellia Society . . . . . . . . .
Greenville, Alabama, Greenville Camellia Society ..
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Hattiesburg Camellia Society
Shreveport, Louisiana, R. S. Barnwell Art Center, 501 Fant Pkwy.

Shreveport Camellia Society . .
Valdosta, Georgia, Garden Center, First State Bank & Trust Co.,

and Valdosta Camellia Society .
Gulfport, Mississippi, Gulfport Area Camellia Society, Inc. . .....
Charleston, South Carolina, First Federal Savings & Loan Bldg.,

34 Broad Street, Coastal Carolina Camellia Society ...
Jacksonville, Florida, Regency Square, The Camellia Society

of North Florida . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .
Tallahassee, Florida, Lively Vocational-Technical School,

500 Appleyard Drive, Tallahassee Men's Camellia & Garden Club
Albany, Georgia, Midtown Mall, Men's Garden Club of Albany
Pineville, Louisiana, Twin City Camellia Culture Club ..... .
Slidell, Louisiana, Municipal Auditorium, Ozone Camellia Club ...
Brookhaven, Mississippi, Main Office of Brookhaven Bank & Trust

Co. Brookhaven Camellia Society . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .December 5-6, 1981
Houston, Texas, Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Drive, Houston Camellia Society .. December 5-6, 1981
Gainesville, Florida, First Florida Savings & Loan Association,

515 N. Main Street, Gainesville Camellia Society . . ...
Moss Point, Mississippi, Merchants & Marine Bank, Moss Point

Camellia Society . .
Panama City, Florida, Municipal Auditorium, Camellia Society of

Panama City . .
Beaumont, Texas, Southeast Texas Camellia Society .
Orlando, Florida, Colonial Plaza Mall, Camellia Society of Ctntral Florida
Pensacola, Florida, Municipal Auditorium, Men's Camellia Club, Inc.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Baton Rouge Camellia Society . .
Warner Robins, Georgia, Houston Mall, Middle Georgia Camellia Society .
Ruston, Louisiana, Holiday Inn, Ruston Men~s Camellia Society .
Mobile, Alabama, Springdale Plaza Mall Camellia Club of Mobile
Metarie, Louisiana, Lakeside Mall, Car:.ellia Club of New Orleans
Dallas, Texas, Dallas Camellia Society . ..
Fort Walton Beach, Florida, Santa Rosa Mall, Fort Walton CameIlia

Society . . . . . . .. . .
Aiken, South Carolina, Aiken Camellia Club ..... . ....
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, West Alabama Camellia Club, Inc.
Palos Verdes, California, South Coast Botanical Gardens,

South Coast Camellia Society .... .
Houma, Louisiana, Terrebonne Garden Club . . .. .., .
Shreveport, Louisiana, R. S. Barnwell Art Center, 501 Fant Pkwy.,

Shreveport Camellia Society . .
Charleston, South Carolina, The Charlestowne Square Mall, Coastal

Carolina Camellia Society . . . .. .. '"
San Diego, California, Balboa Park, San Diego Camellia Society
Savannah, Georgia, Men's Garden Club of Savannah .. ,
Jackson, Mississippi, Plaza of \Valter Sillers Building,

Jackson Camellia Society _ " .. . February 6-7, 1982
Binningham, Alabama, Eastwood Mall, Binningham Camellia Society, Inc. February 13-14, 1982
San Mateo, California, Santa Clara Camm., Santa Clara Camellia Society . February 13-14, 1982
Columbia, South Carolina, Columbia Mall, Mid-Carolina Camellia Society

and Columbia Mall Association . February 13-14,
Tyler. Texas, Citizen's First National Bank and Tyler Camellia Club . February 14,
Redwood City, California, Veterans Memorial Building Peninsula Camellia Society .. February 20-21,
Fort Worth, Texas, Fort Worth Camellia Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... February 21,
\Vaycross, Georgia, First National Bank, Federated Garden Clubs of

\Vaycross, Inc. and First National Bank . . February 24-25,
Moraga, California, Campolindo High School, Delta Camellia Society . . February 27-28,
Monroe, Louisiana, Northeast Louisiana Camellia Club February 27-28,
Chattanooga, Tennessee, Eastgate Mall, Chattanooga Camellia Club February 27-28,
Fayetteville, North Carolina, Fayetteville Camellia Club .... . February 27-28,
Charlotte, North Carolina, Sheraton, Men's Camellia Club of

Charlotte (In coniunction with ACS 37th Annual Meeting) .
Macon, Georgia, Macon Mall, Middle Georgia Camellia Society ..
Bakersfield, California, Aram Adams Memorial Gardens,

Kern County Camellia Society .. . .. March 6-7, 1982
Concord, California, Willows Shopping Mall, Northern California Camellia Society March 6-7, 1982
Sacramento, California, Convention Center, Sacramento Camellia Society March 6·7, 1982
Fresno, California, Fashion Fair Mall, Central California Camellia Society ..... March 7, 1982
Modesto, California, Gallo Administration Building, Modesto Camellia Cavalcade . March 13-14, 1982
Nashville, Tennessee, Lawn and Garden Fair, State Fairgrounds,

Middle Tennessee Camellia Society .. ., March 13-14, 1982
Santa Rosa, California, Santa Rosa Junior College, Sonoma County Camellia Society . March 28-29, 1982
Washington, D. C., U. S. National Arboretum, Camellia Society of the

Potomac Valley (In coniunction with ACS 33rd Annual Fall Meeting)
Fort Valley, Georgia, Massee Lane Headquarters of ACS,

Middle Georgia Camellia Society .. ,
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serious injury.
Floral arrangements in accordance with

the ACS schedule have been an annual
foature of the spring show. Members still
recall the remarkable success of our arrang­
ers in the 1969-70 national contest-first
place in all classes entered and Best Ar­
rangement in Contest, First Runner-up, and
S~cond Runner-up. The Society decided to
avoid cancellation of any further shows if at
all possible. The winter of 1976-77 was the
worst since the CSPV was organized and
almost all flower buds were killed or badly
damaged. The spring show was held as
scheduled but made non-competitive and
supplemented by special displays, talks, and
demonstrations on culture and propagation.

Eventually participation in the annual
show for underglass blooms began to fall
and in 1972 it was replaced by a fall show
featuring C. japonicas treated with gibberel­
lic acid and C. sasanquas. Over the years
this show has averaged about 350 entries
from approximately 30 exhibitors. The
Eleventh Annual Fall Show will be held in
1982 at the time the Society hosts the Fall
Meeting of the ACS in Alexandria, Virginia.

A major activity of the Society for many
years was entering a camellia garden in the
annual National Capital Area Garden and
Flower Show in which up to 100 plants of
cold hardy japonicas in full bloom were dis­
played. This show no longer exists but the
Society enters a less elaborate exhibit an­
nually at the National Botanic Garden. The
CSPV has encouraged and contributed to
various public plantings of camellias in the
area. Best known, perhaps, was the planting
of azaleas and camellias that the Society
gave to the Corcoran Art Gallery located a
few blocks from the White House. This
planting was maintained in excellent shape
for many years by one of our members,
Royal Murphy, until he retired and left
the area.

Any reference to camellias in Washing­
ton would 'not be complete without men­
tioning the contributions of Dr. John Creech
and Dr. William Ackerman. Dr. Creech,
while in charge of the Plant Introduction
Station at Glen Dale (U. S. Department of
Agriculture), made several plant explorations
to Japan and other countries of the Orient
in which he brought back camellia species
and certain wild forms new to the western
world. Some of these species, C. fratema,
lucheuensis, rusticana, have been used exten­
sively by Dr. Ackerman and others in hy­
bridizing studies. Dr. Ackerman's research
is well known throughout the camellia
world. He was recently made a Fellow of
ACS in recognition of his basic study on
interspecific hybridizing and species com­
patibility and his subsequent research on

a division for camellias in its annual show.
Encouraged by the quality and quantity of
blooms, one of the exhibitors, Milton Brown,
took the initiative to call a meeting of ca­
mellia enthusiasts of the area. Thus, the
Camellia Society of the Potomac Valley
( CSPV) was born on January 18, 1955 in
historic Gadsby's Tavern in Alexandria,
Virginia. Over one hundred people attended
the organizational meeting and Brownie was
elected the first president. In April the
Society held its first annual spring show in
cooperation with the American Camellia
Society. Aboun 400 blooms from 97 culti­
vars were displayed. In October the first
issue of the Newsletter was published with
John Koehne, Jr. the editor. By the end of
1955 membership in the Society had grown
to 128. In the following year our sister
society in Baltimore, the Pioneer Camellia
Society of Maryland. was organized. The
two societies have worked in close coopera­
tion with each other ever since and share a
common goal in encouraging the culture of
camellias on the cold fringe of the camellia
belt.

The CSPV grew rapidly in size and in the
scope of its activities. Membership reached
200 by 1960 and has remained more or less
at this level since that time. For the past
twenty seven years the Newsletter has been
a primary source of information for those
growing camellias in colder climates. It has
received both local and national awards of
merit. Milton Brown became the second
editor and served from 1961 to 1971 when
he and Ann left the area for an assignment
at the American Embassy in London. From
that time to the present the Newsletter has
been edited by Philip Ireland, who also
manages to find the time to serve on the
Board of Directors and as Chairman of the
Horticulture Committee of ACS.

In the early days of CSPV there were
quite a few greenhouse growers within about
200 miles north and south of Washington.
For the most part, these protected camellias
were bloomed out by the time of our show
in mid-April. Therefore, beginning in 1957
a second show to be held in early March
was added to accomodate these growers and
to stimulate more interest in greenhouse
culture locally. The CSPV then became the
only society holding an ACS cooperative
show just for underglass and protected
blooms. Response to both shows was good.
In 1960, for example, a total of 1669 blooms
from 71 exhibitors were displayed at the
Outdoor Show, whereas, despite heavy
snows preceding the show, there were 450
blooms from 26 exhibitors at the Under­
glass Show. The spring show for outdoor
blooms has been cancelled only twice in
27 years. The first time was in 1961, not
because the winter had been too cold but
because of an unseasonably hot spell that
ended the blooming prematurely. In 1971

extensive
buds led
through

cold damage to dormant flower
to cancellation. Most plants came
that winter, however, without

Additional Judges
Appointed

GEORGIA
Morven:

Howard D. Dumas

TENNESSEE
Nashville:

James S. Lively
Mrs. James S. Lively

TEXAS
Dallas:

Frank T. Bailey, Jr. (Nov.)

Houston:
Mrs. Alfus O. Johnson (Nov.)

improving fragrance, cold hardiness, and
other characteristics of camellias.

There are advantages as well as limita­
tions in growing camellias out-of-doors in
the mid-Atlantic area. Diseases and insect
pests appear to be less of a problem than in
warmer climates of the camellia belt. Tea
scale and camellia scale, especially trouble­
some in the south, do not survive our cold
winters and any initial infestation will dis­
appear in a year or two. Although there are
scattered locations where wax scale is pre­
valent on certain trees and shrubs, it has
not proved to be a significant problem with
camellias. On the other hand, peony scale is
a serious problem. It is persistent, highly
cold tolerant, and rather inconspicuous par­
tically in early· stages of infestation. Peony
scale evidently first got a foothold in some
of our local greenhouses and later spread to
outdoor plantings. On small and intermediate
sized plants this scale can be controlled by
cygon painted full strength on the main
trunk and branches. Although questions
have been raised about this method of ap­
plication, the author has treated both con­
tainer-grown and outdoor plants extensively
without noting any harmful effects. For
large plants the most effective way to elimi­
nate peony scale appears to be drastic prun­
ing followed by cygon treatment.

Dieback caused by the fungus, Glome­
rella cingulata, and characterized by the
distinctive bark canker is rarely observed
on plants that have been growing here for
several years. This observation applies to
both container-grown and outdoor plants.
It is not unusual, on the other hand, to find
dieback on plants recently acquired from
southern growers. It seems likely that the
fungus is not very prevalent and that those
cases of dieback are usually associated with
prior infection.

The most serious disease, flower blight, is
ca caused by the fungus Sclerotinia camel­
liae Hara and commonly occurs in spring
and late winter in the southeast and west
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sons are very fond of camellias and
lend their support to help in every
way to promote camellia shows and
camellia culture.

The Hart's son, David Alan Hart,
was the Consort for the lovely camel­
lia show and festival in Slidell last
December. His picture with the
Queen of Camellias, Suzanne Plauche
Hautot, was on the May 1981 issue of
The Camellia Journal.

--ACS--

Growing Camellias
In The Norfolk

Area
c. C. MASON
Norfolk, VA

In order to give true understand­
ing of our camellia garden, we will
start at the beginning, November
1945. At that time, neither my wife
nor I had any idea what a pretty ca­
mellia was. However, one of the
large nurseries here was called in to
re-Iandscape our home. In the land­
scape plan was one camellia plant
about five years old called 'Tricolor
(Siebold) Red'. In the spring of
1946, this plant had several nice
blooms on it and John Gettle per­
suaded us to let him take a bloom
to Suffolk to a show. That bloom
was voted second best flower in the
show. That did it! From then on, I
thought that I had to have them
all. Very shortly after that (several

from a real breakthrough in cold hardiness.
Population growth and younger families
with gardening space are concentrated in the
outlying suburbs which are exposed and
cold enough to discourage growing the ca­
mellias presently available. Also needed are
hardy hybrids with C. japonica quality
flowers that will bloom consistently as early
as the C. sasanquas. It is of interest to note
that r2search towards both of these goals is
in progress under Dr. Ackerman at the
National Arboretum.

Front Cover Camellia
MAYOR WEBB HART

The beautiful camellia 'Mayor
Webb Hart' is a non-Reticulata hy­
brid in unusual fuschia pink with 24
large petals in 7 rows. It is a fine
outside growing camellia. It is named
for Mayor M. W. Hart who has been
active in public life for many years
serving on the Police Jury which runs
St. Tammany Parish. In 1978 he was
elected Mayor of Slidell. He has
helped steer this area through its
growth as one of the fastest develop­
ing in the whole U.S.A.

"Webb," as he is familiarly called
by all, is friendly and helpful. A good
family man he and his wife and 4

for plants growing in greenhouses or other
protected structures. Many cultivars of C.
;aponica do not respond rapidly enough to
bloom before cold weather sets in. For those
that do respond the season is usually very
short and confined to two or three weeks in
October and early November. The best re­
sponse comes from the early blooming varie­
ties. This is unfortunate since these varieties
are not satifactory under normal conditions
and are not grown extensively out-of-doors
Since 1967 members of CSPV have been
gibbing the japonica collection at th~ Arbo-
retum, which does contain many early bloom- LITERATURE REFERENCE CITED
ing varieties. Results have been good and ( 1) M. G. Coplen, "About Some Old
have complemented nicely the autumn dis- Camellias in Washington", Newslet-
play of C. sasanquas each year. ter of the Camellia Society of the

It is evident, in conclusion, that fringe (1956); ibid. No.7, p. 2.
areas such as ours would greatly benefit Potomac Valley, Vol. II, No.6, p. 4

--ACS--

coast. In past years Hower blight has not
been evident on outdoor plants in this area,
an observation based mainly on close exami­
nation of the blooms at the mid-April shows.
In view of the fact that many of the older
plants were obtained from areas later found
to have had petal blight, this result is rather
unexpected and suggests some incompatabil­
ity with our blooming period. In 1981, how­
ever, symptoms strongly suggestive of petal
blight appeared on scattered blooms from
both Maryland and Virginia suburbs. As
yet no positive identification of the patho­
gen has been made.

Despite our hot and often dry summers,
camellias ordinarily require little, if any, at­
tention during this period. The heat moder­
ates in time and the clay soil holds moisture
well. The sustained cold of winter has both
its good and bad points. Plants become dor­
mant during the winter months and usually
during the latter part of autumn and do not
bloom at this time. Significant cold damage
to established plants is quite infrequent.
On the other hand, new plants can be slow
to acclimate and may need extra, artificial
protection for several winters. The blooming
season for C. japonicas is short and cen­
tered around the month of April. So­
called early blooming varieties, such as
'Daikagura', 'Debutante', and 'Yohei Haku'
produce few blooms before the onset of cold
weather and the Hower buds are not suf­
ficiently cold hardy to give good results in
the spring. Most varieties of C. sasanqua do
bloom earlier and give a good display before
cold weather sets in. Exceptions are late
bloomers like 'Mine-No-Yuki'.

If the cold weather comes gradually so
that plants have hardened off, most cultivars
of both C. japonica and C. sasanqua can
withstand temperatures around 0° F. with­
out significant damage to the plants. Flower
buds of many C. japonicas, especially semi­
doubles or simpler flower forms, are also
undamaged by brief periods of comparable
temperatures. Severe winter damage and
loss of plants has occurred only one during
the 30 or more years that camellias have
been extensively grown here. This was the
winter of 1976-77 which was exceptionally
cold over a long period (ca. six weeks) and
also very dry. The ground froze deeply and
plants became extremely dehydrated. Many
C. sasanquas were killed, including much of
the old established planting at the National
Arboretum. C. japonicas fared better but
there was considerable damage to plants
and some loss of plants. For example, the
seven choice specimen plants of 'Ville de
Nantes' at the Arboretum were killed back
to the understock.

Treating camellias with gibberellic to pro­
mote early blooming has proven worthwhile.
The advantages, however, are more limited
than in warmer climates except, of course,
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years) our lot of 100 by 100 feet was
full of camellias and azaleas. Our
mistake was buying and grafting va­
rieties that were not cold hardy. So
since about 1955, we would cut
down and graft on everything that
did not produce good flowers. To­
day, 1981, I am still doing the same
thing.

Naturally our stock has improved
to the point where 95% of our plants,
about 400, are cold hardy and pro­
duce flowers of show quality. Our
plants average about 3 feet apart and
with severe pruning and air-layering,
none is over 5 feet tall and there is
room to walk between them. We
have found that with severe pruning
by air-layering, our plants are kept
under perfect control. You really can­
not truly appreciate a flower if you
have to look up to see it.

Camellias must have semi-shade.
Our garden is covered with pine trees
which gives us a four inch mulch of
very essential pine straw. Our pro­
fessional sprayer does a good job, and
we have no scale. During blooming

season, we pick up the blooms twice
daily. Four shallow wells give us
plenty of water and our overhead
sprinklers run almost continuously
during June, July and August.

Our fertilizing program is very
simple: a moderately heavy applica­
tion of 8-8-8 immediately after bloom­
ing and a light application of 0-14-14
first week in June. We have a pro­
gram in Virginia Camellia Society of
members fixing air-layers. These are
sold later by the Society. In our gar­
den, I air-layer about 900 every year
which helps me in my pruning pro­
gram.

After heart trouble in 1968 and re­
tiring in 1975, the camellias have
truly kept me alive. If anyone read­
ing this wants a list of our cold hardy
varieties, we will be glad to send it
to him.

To name a few, the following are
very cold hardy: all the 'Betty Shef­
field' family, all 'Tomorrows', 'Carter's
Sunburst' and kin, 'Drama Girl', 'R, L.
Wheeler', 'Charlotte Bradford', and
'Thelma Dale'. We also have about

50 formal doubles that do real well,
and about 50 hybrids that do fairly
well. We also have about 75 minia­
tures that stand the cold hardiness
test.

For our fall flowers, we "gib"
August 20 to September 10. For our
spring flowers, we "gib" December
25 to January 10.

Compliments of

STA-GREEN PLANT

FOOD COMPANY

STA-GREEN CAMELLIA &

AZALEA FOOD and other

STA-GREEN PLANT FOODS

Sold at leading nurseries in the

South

SCIONS FOR SALE

'[i~~WE~~ []f RARE [A~~ll~AS

A~a~ !AIAlE~§ S~~[E ~~$S

WELCOME TO
3555 CHANEY TRAIL, ALTADENA, CALIF. 91001

MAILING ADDRESS: P. O. BOX H
ALTADENA CALIF. 91001

Telephone: (Area Code 213) 794-3383

n '•
UCClO d
urderied

Many of our customers come
to us through the United
States mail, but we enjoy
having visitors stop in to see
us, and we cordially invite
you to do so whenever you
can. We are open daily ex­
cept Wednesdays and Thurs­
days, and business hours are
from 8:00 to 4:30. During
the period from May I
through the first Sunday in
November we are closed on
Sundays.

Introducing in 1981-82

'SHANGHAI LADY'

'LITTLE BO PEEP'

'LIPSTICK'

'LEMON DROP'

'ASAKURA'

'EGAO'

'TINKERTOY'
Catalog and price lists
are available.
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GROWING CAMELLIAS OUTDOORS
IN PIEDMONT CAROLINAS

ALLEN W. KEMP
Mooresville, NC

Growing camellias outdoors in the
Piedmont Carolinas presents many
problems, but there are many advan­
tages. An outside grower should con­
sider the advantages and also the
problems, and then make up his
mind whether he wants to attempt
it. There is just no way that you
can obtain show quality, greenhouse
type blooms, on outdoor grown
plants in this area. You can get good
blooms by careful selection of varie­
ties and proper care. One of the dis­
tinct advantages of outside grown
plants is the beautiful plant that you
get all year round, un-crowded, well
shaped-a thing of beauty!

Piedmont Carolinas is a fairly
large crescent shaped area across the
two states, bounded on the west by
the foothills of the Appalachian
mountain range, and on the east
where the rolling area begins to Hat­
ten out, on the north by Virginia, and
on the south by Georgia. The cli­
mate is moderate with winter tem­
peratures between 25 and 50 degrees
F, with occasional dips to the lower
teens or even lower. Summer tem­
peratures vary between 70 and 90
degrees F. with occasional varia­
tions. Spring and fall are out of this
world! Average rainfall is about 45
inches, reasonably well divided.

In selecting varieties for this area,
there are early bloomers such as
'Hight Hat' and 'Daikagura' which
bloom in the fall and are practi­
cally free from cold damage. There
are also late bloomers such as 'Pink
Champagne', 'Duchess of Suther­
land', 'Kumasaka', and 'Mathotiana',
which do not usually open their
blooms until most of the cold weath­
er is over. Then there are the mid­
season bloomers which catch the
brunt of the cold weather, but even
these have their importance. If the

18 / The Camellia Journal

weather warms up for just a few
days, their buds will immediately
start opening up, and what is nicer
than going out in the yard and find­
ing a pretty camellia bloom in mid­
winter? There are also varieties such
as 'Lady Clare' and 'Governor Mou­
ton' that occasionally open a bloom
or two all season long (from fall to
spring), but save the bulk of their
blooms for spring.

There are also the Camellia sasan­
qllas which should not be over­
looked. They bloom in the fall. Cold
damage in Piedmont Carolinas is
practically nil. Beautiful plants and
beautiful Rowers. Their only draw­
back is the fact that the blooms do
not last as long as other camellias.
Do not sell them short, however.

The varieties of Camellia iaponica
are almost unlimited, and who could
tell someone which ones to purchase.
A plant that does real well for one,
may not do at all well for another.
Camellias seem to have a mind of
their own. My long time choice of
four is as follows, and I grow over
one hundred varieties: 'Lady Clare',
'Governor Mouton', 'Kumasaka' and
'Duchess of Sutherland'.

Camellias require a well drained
and porous soil. In our area, the ad­
dition of sand or perlite to the soil
is needed to make the soil porous
enough. Peat moss or leaf mold will
make it soft.

The old saying, "Dig the hole
twice as wide as the ball, and twice
as deep" is excellent advice. Fill the
hole with the above mixture, and
pack it down well so that when the
plant is put in the hole, the top
of the ball will be about one inch
above the surrounding soil. Pack the
mixture around the ball. Water
thoroughly. Cover with mulch. Keep
moist, but do not overdo watering.

The optimum time for planting is
November and December. The rea­
son for planting at this time is that

the roots continue to grow all winter
and by spring, they are well estab­
lished enough to sustain the plant in
the hot and dry weather. Camellias
can be planted much later in the sea­
son, but you will have to spend more
time in watering, and you will not
get nearly the amount of growth for
the first year.

Camellias will do their best under
thinned out pines where they will
get filtered sunlight. They like some
shade. They can even be grown in
full sun, however most varieties do
better in part shade. They can be
used effectively in foundation plant­
ings or as specimen plantings, or in
mass plantings.

To keep these plants healthy re­
quires some spraying, but not a great
deal. The major pest is scale. I spray
early in the spring and late in the
fall with a combination of Cygon,
Captan, and Benlate. Other spraying
is done during the growing season as
need arises. I sometimes paint a band
of Cygon around the trunk near the
ground to control scale.

The best time to fertilize is just
after the peak of the blooming sea­
son. Use an azalea-camellia fertilizer
that includes trace elements. A good
additive would be cottonseed meal,
provided it is not included in the
fertilizer. Use a moderate amount.
Repeat in about 30 days in a de­
creased portion. Do not overdo your
fertilizer program.

Pruning is not a big problem with
camellias. The main idea is to clear
out the centers so that air will circu­
late through the plant. If you let the
foliage get too thick, you are invit­
ing trouble with scale and other in­
sects. Prune immediately after the
blooming period.

Very few growers of outdoor ca­
mellias use gib. This is a mistake. It
is not so effective on outdoor plants
as it is on greenhouse grown plants,
but it can be used on outside plants
to a definite advantage. If you select
the early or early-to-medium varie­
ties and gib them in August or as
early as you can distinguish the
bloom bud from the growth bud, you



can get a lot of good blooms in Oc­
tober or early November. This is a
bonus!

It is my opinion that every grower
of camellias should learn to propa­
gate some of his plants. It does
something to you, and I suggest
some of these propagation methods:
seeds, air-layering, ground-layering,
cuttings, and grafts.

After all is said and done, there
are two main reasons for growing
camellias, love and more love. A
third is joining the American Camel­
lia Society.

The following camellia varieties
have performed exceptionally well
for me: 'Berenice Boddy', 'Daikagu­
ra', 'Debutante', 'Dr. Tinsley', 'Duch­
ess of Sutherland', 'Governor Mou­
ton', 'High Hat', 'Kumasaka', 'Lady
Clare', 'Mathotiana', 'Pink Cham­
pagne', 'Pink Perfection', 'Rev John
Drayton', 'Ville de Nantes', and
'White Empress'.

---ACS--

Horticulturally
Speaking

(Prepared by the Horticulture Committee)

WINTER AND SPRING

As noted in previous "Horticulturally
Speakings" one of the occupational hazards
in preparing camellia care suggestions and
recommendations for the winter and spring
seasons for The Camellia Journal is the dif­
ficulty of the Committee members, working
in the weather usually prevailing in July and
August in the camellia belt, to concentrate
on conditions existing in the coming winter
and spring.

Nevertheless, here are some ideas and
recommendations which, we hope, will be
of interest and service to the readers of the
Journal during the coming months.

OVERWINTERING

To camellia growers in the North East and
in some sections of the mid-Atlantic states,
winter care for outdoor camellias is basically
that of insuring the survival of the plants
during the winter or, in the language of the
V.S.D.A, of a successful overwintering. Suc­
cess may come in one of two methods but
more probably in a combination of the two:
concentration on growing proven cold­
hardy plants and of providing extra-special
care of the plants.

The former imposes limitations on the
scope of varieties which may be grown, not­
withstanding the fairly long list of hardy
varieties based on the experiences of the
Camellia Society of the Potomac Valley, of
the Pioneer Society of Baltimore, and other
societies, and of the development of cold re­
sistant hybrids, as 'Frost Queen' and 'Frost
Prince' developed by Dr. William Ackerman.

Growers naturally wish to have the beauti­
ful blooms of plants which are not cold­
hardy. Such growers, willing to gamble
against great odds, must use all available
means to bring their plants through the
winter, including protection of the plants
from strong winds and the sun. Some grow­
ers have used burlap windbreaks, others
have used electric light bulbs under burlap.
Still others have tried misting their plants
with water on the hope that the slight film
of ice would prove to be protective. All have
had varying degrees of success. ~Iore effec­
tive has been a method which some CSPV
members have used. This has been to sur­
round plants not over 3J~ feet in height,
with cylinders of chicken wire mesh, loosely
filled with leaves. preferable oak leaves.

Some North East growers have success­
fully used for their plants in containers an
overwintering method already practised by
commercial garden growers. This involves
covering the containers lying on their sides,
with the front of a container resting on the
container in front, with styrafoam sheets,
covered in tum by sheets of plastic, painted
white. The edges of the whole are weighted
down by earth. This is done in late No­
vember and it is not uncovered until middle
or late March. For readers wishing more
information, a business sized SASE sent to
the Committee Chairman, will bring it.
(Also, see Kitty and Bill Ackennan's articl8
elsewhere in this issue.)

For growers in more temperate climates,
winter can be a period of comparatively
relaxed cultivation except for preparing for
the late January and February shows. Thus,
James McCoy of Fayetteville, N. c., out­
lines the winter care of his outside ca­
mellias: "My outside camellias get no winter
care. They just do their thing. I never water
outside camellias, winter or summer and I
don't gib outside buds. I don't prune, spray,
fertilize, or disbud during the winter months.
Mulching has already been taken care of. I
spend more time on my outside plants in the
spring than at any other season. But I don't
make a fetish of it even then."

MOISTURE

Although camellias in most growing areas
require less water in winter than at other
seasons, they should go into the cold season
well watered. North East growers, as re­
lated in earlier columns, have learned to
their sorrow, that outdoor plants entering

winter without adequate moisture fare
badly in prolonged periods of fre8zing.
Growers with sandy soil as well as those
growing plants in containers, both out­
doors and in greenhouses, will want to
inspect their plants throughout the winter
for moisture requirements.

In spring, camellias will require increas­
ing supplies of moisture, accompanied by
adequate drainage.

MULCHING

The subject of mulching has been stressed
in earlier "Horticulturally Speaking" and
these columns covering winter and spring
will be no exception. Mulch, increased for
the winter, can help in maintaining soil at
an even temperature, in keeping down
weeds, in perserving moisture, and in creat­
ing humus by its deterioration. The kind
of mulch is a matter of its availability and
individual choice.

Some growers believe it to be advanta­
geous to pull the mulch back slightly from
the trunks of the plants in winter to permit
the bark of the trunk to dry and to prevent
freezing of the bark and consequent split­
ting.

FEEDING

The Committee is aware that most grow­
ers of camellias evolve and adopt an indi­
vidual pattern for feeding camellias, in­
doors and outdoors. Many growers, how­
ever, observe the dictum that in climates
where new growth cannot be hardened in
time to withstand damage from freezing
weather, feeding should fall off as winter
approaches. Thus, Harold Rambath of Sa­
cramento comments that for him and fellow
growers in northern California "the winter
season starts with the last feeding in the
fall . . . usually a non-nitrogen fertilizer
such as 0-10-10 ... applied in October in
northern California after the 15th when the
weather has cooled." In other parts of the
camellia belt the date of the last feeding may
vary from the middle of August to late
October.

SPRING

As spring approaches, feeding begins
again for outside plants. Many growers
have found cotton seed meal-with or with­
out the admixture of a commercial fertilizer
as experience has proven the addition to be
useful. Some exhibitors have found that
feeding during blooming enhances the
colors. Others hold off feeding until the
blooms are finished. Thus Jam~s McCoy
writes, "Immediately after blooming, I start
to work. (on the outside plants) I fertilize,
but I use no special fertilizer. I just use
8-8-8, the same thing I use on the lawn.
There is no way of estimating the amount to
use. On a well established plant four feet
tall, I would probably throw about two hand­
fulls of fertilizer around the plant. A little
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more for a larger plant and of course less
for a smaller plant. A camellia that has been
planted out for less than two years I would
not feed at all".

With regard to greenhouse plants, McCoy
says, "Last year. . .I used only cotton seed
meal because I had become convinced that
my considerable plant loss every year was
due to over fertilization. I did not have
nearly the number of fatalities the past year,
so I will continue to stay away from com­
mercial fertilizer except for foliar feeding
in the winter. I do apply a small amount of
cottonseed meal, perhaps a tablespoon to
a 3-gallon container every two months, be­
ginning in March. Sometime in the spring.I
will give them a shot (like pepper on an
egg) of FRIT. This is the trade name for a
minor elements mixture manufactured in
Alabama. I might not wind up with any 8­
inch blooms . . . but the plants remain
healthy and my plant loss will be small.

Dr. "Bif" Berridge of Fort Walton, Fl.,
comments on his feeding program, "I use
Nursery's Special (12-6-6) plus cotton seed
meal. First feeding is after blooming; second
and third feedings about two months apart.
I take pH reading and adjust original feed­
ing to maintain a 6.5 pH level. I have used
this for two years. It is well to water plants
before and after fertilizing."

In this connection, growers, in the view
of the Committee, would benefit if they took
the pH reading of their soil frequently, cor­
recting it with Dolomitic lime if too acid and
some form of acid producing element if too
alkaline.

It appears that more and more growers
are turning to slow release fertilizers, such as
Osmocote, not only because it is proving a
satisfactory fertilizer but also because the
slow release aspect relieves the grower from
a considerable degree of effort. Thus Harold
Rambath confesses that he relies heavily on
Osmocote because it has proved to be a satis­
factory feeder but also because it saves his
back.

SPRAYING

To most successful growers, one of the
spring chores to be taken seriously is that of
spraying against pests in general and against
scale: tea, wax or peony. Some growers
find the oil sprays-Volck or OIL-I-CIDE
to be effective against scale on outside
plants if the opportunity to use a spray
comes before the temperature hits 85° _90 0

:

Others have found Malathion and Cygon
useful against scale and as a general spray.
Thus, Louis Squyres of Tyler, Texas uses
both OIL-I-CIDE and Cygon 2E in his
spraying program.

Still others have found that painting an
inch wide band of undiluted Cygon around
the trunk near the ground level does the job.

(Continued on page 21)
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TENTATIVE AGENDA-ACS ANNUAL MEETING
CHARLOTTE, N. C., MARCH 4-6, 1982

THURSDAY-MARCH 4
9:00 A. M. - 8:00 P. M.-Registration (Lobby-Sheraton Center)
2:00 P. M.-ACS Board and Committee Meetings
2:00 P. M.-Busses leave Sheraton Center for escorted tour to Cannon Mill's

Fashion Shoppe and the Cannon Museum.
8:00 P. M.-Opening session of Convention.

Featured speaker: Dr. Kevin J. Soden
Subject: "CAMELLIAS-AN ALTERNATIVE TO STRESS"

10:00 A. M. - 2:00 P. M. &
4:00 P. M. - 6.30 P. M.

Hospitality Room Open
FRIDAY-MARCH 5

8:00 A. M.-Registration
7:30 A. M.-No-host continental breakfast in Convention Center Lobby.
8:30 A. M.-Shuttle busses leave for Southern Living Show at the Charlotte

Merchandise Mart.
1l:00 A. M.-Busses return from Southern Living Show
12:00 Noon-Buffet luncheon at Sheraton Center

(Included in registration fee)
1:30 P. M.-Camellia Seminar with panel of Camellia experts. (You MUST

attend this session to qualify for TV sets! )
2:45 P. M.-Break (coffee, soft drinks)
3:00 P. M.-Second Session of Seminar
6:00 P. M.-Cocktail Party (No host)
7:30 P. M.-"TARHEEL TEARDOWN"-Sheraton Center featuring Caro­

lina country ham, grits 'n red-eye gravy, black-eyed peas, and
all that good eatin' you find in Tarheelia!! Appalachian cloggers
perform! Very casual dress-bring your overalls!

10:00 A. M. - 12:00 Noon &
4:00 P. M. - 6:00 P. M.

Hospitality Room Open
SATURDAY-MARCH 6

1982 Men's Camellia Club Annual Camellia Show. (The show will be held
at Eastland Mall, one of the South's finest shopping malls. Shuttle busses will
run from the Sheraton Center to Eastland from 1l:00 A. M. to 4:00 P. M.)
9:00 A. M.-Registration
7:30 A. M.-No-host Continental Breakfast
1:00 P. M. - 4:00 P. M.-Complimentary Deli-buffet luncheon.

Have lunch to fit your schedule!
(Included in registration fee)

6:00 P. M.-ACS President's Cocktail Party
7:00 P. M.-ACS Convention Banquet.

Featured speaker will be Dr. Tom Haggai, one of America's­
and the world's-most requested speakers.
Nationally broadcast radio commentator on "Values for Better
Living," and a Tar-Heel by choice!

Although Men's Camellia Club of Charlotte began in 1953, this is our first
opportunity to welcome all of you to Tarheelia. We remember the great times
we've had in your city at past ACS conventions-East Coast, West Coast,
or in between. So we know we have a lot of "catchin' up" to do. We'll try
awfully hard to please you.

Historically in Tarheelia we have worked hard. But we play hard, too!
So we've included in your visit a trip to a famous Tarheel textile manufac­
turer's fashion shop-to see what hard work can produce. And at the "Tarheel­
Teardown" you can get a first-hand look at how hard we play.



With the exception of the Camellia Show, all convention activities will be
at the new Sheraton Center, on Independence Boulevard. It's easy to find and
has plenty of free parking.

Bring your blooms. Refrigeration will be provided.
So don't wait. Now's the time to mail your reservations. Y'all come on

down to "Tarheel Territory," for the best bloomin' time of your lifeI

The winners are:
Category IA (Slides of Individual

Bloom)
First Place Winner: 'Clark Hubbs'

by Gary Schanz
Second Place Winner: 'Dr. Clifford

Parks' by Gary Schanz
Third Place Winner: 'Mathotiana

Supreme' by Lois Boudreaux
Fourth Place Winner: 'Premier Var.'

by Marion S. Edwards
Fifth Place Winner: 'Kick Off' by

Lois Boudreaux
Category IE (Slides of Bush or Bushes

in Bloom)
First Place Winner: 'Charlean' by

Gregory E. Davis
Second Place Winner: 'Simeon' by

Lois Boudreaux
Category IC (Slides of Gardens Show­

ing Camellias in Bloom)
First Place Winner: Boudreaux

Gardens by Lois Boudreaux
We add our congratulations to

those of the Cosmopolitan Camera
Club for the outstanding slides sent
as entries. We will have the set of
slides made available to local, state
or regional societies for a program.

--ACS--

CAROLINE COLE
Caroline (Mrs. Boynton) Cole died sud­

denly on August 2. Caroline and Boynton
have been members of ACS since 1949 and
both were Life Members. Caroline was very
active for many years in assisting to put on
the outstanding camellia shows in Atlanta
and for years she has greeted the thousands
of people who came to the annual camellia
show at Massee Lane Headquarters.

Caroline will be sorely missed by her
nost of friends in and out of the camellia
societies. She is survived by her husband,
Boynton of Atlanta, GA, a daughter, Caro­
line Cole Gordy, and her five children in
Columbus, GA.

ERNEST O. AYCOCK
Ernest O. Aycock of Smithfield, N. C.

died on July 26. Ernest and his wife, Sadie,
have been members of ACS for over 20
years. He was also active in the Fayetteville
and North Carolina Camellia Societies, hav­
ing served at one time as President of the
North Carolina Camellia Society.

Ernest was honored in 1976 when he was
made an honorary member of the Royal
Horticultural Society, an honor said to have
been given to only 200 during our Bicen­
tennial year.

He is survived by his wife, Sadie, of
Smithfield; two sons, Sam of Morganton, and
Tom of Smithfield; two sisters and two
grandchildren.

~u flrmnriam

After Feb. 1, 1981

$95.00
80.00
55.00

ond, third, fourth and fifth in Cate­
gory lA considering the large quan­
tity of slides submitted. In Gregory
IB first and second place winners
were selected and in Category IC
only one was chosen since the num­
ber of slides submitted was so lim­
ited." After listing the winners, he
said, "It was a pleasure viewing the
slides and we congratulate your win­
ners. We were impressed with the
overall quality of the slides in Cate­
gory lA, and we thank you for al­
lowing us the privilege of judging
your slide competition. Yours truly,
James A. Henkel, Secretary."

Mr. Henkel in an informal letter
wrote in part, "Cat. IA was quite dif­
ferent, however, and we had a diffi­
cult job deciding on them. There were
many good shots and here are some
of the reasons we had for selecting
them. No.1, sharp focus, fitted the
frame with the subject, great back­
ground, plenty of zip and impact and,
all in all, a very, very good flower
slide. No. 2 had all of the above but
because of the flower being cut off a
little we did not think it was quite as
good. No.3 shows originality, bloom
is perfectly placed for impact and the
Oriental figure compliments the bloom
and vice versa. No.4, pretty bloom,
nice sharp focus, well exposed and the
background did not detract and the
frame was well filled with the sub­
ject. No. 5 shows imagination and
planning to present a little different
slide, bloom is in sharp focus but is
1/2 to 1 stop under exposed. However,
as you know this should produce a
very good print for your publica­
tion."

REGISTRAnON FEES (per person)

On or before Feb. 1, 1981

.$90.00
75.00
50.00

--ACS--

Full Convention .
Friday & Saturday Only
Saturday Only

Photograph Contest
Winners

We were pleased at the response to
our Contest, but disappointed that
there were no entrants in Category II,
black-and-white pictures. We asked
the Cosmopolitan Camera Club of
Portsmouth, Virginia to judge our en­
tries. This is a most active club made
up of both professional and amateur
photographers, many of whom are top
prize winners in state and national
competition.

The Secretary of the Club wrote,
"The slides were judged strictly on
photographic quality since our judges
were not qualified to consider the
technical aspects of camellia blooms.
There were no entries in Category II
(black and white glossy prints). So
the judges decided to select first, sec-

(Continued from page 20)

Thus, James McCoy comments on this
method," I can do all my plants in a fraction
of the time spraying would take. I can even
use full strength Cygan on small seedlings,
just touching the pencil or match stick size
trunk with a cotton swab on a stick. I am
very sure that I have never hurt one by
doing this and they are kept clean of scale."

The Committee Chairman has used this
method but counsels that care should be
taken in choosing the brush with which to
apply the Cygon. Some synthetic bristles are
completely solidified by the pure Cygon.

In connection with the use of Cygon on
camellias, Dr. C. D. Scheibert of Nashville,
Tenn., has raised the question whether
growers generally have noted the directions
on the Cygan 2E manufacturer's label and
conformed to them: "Do not use on orna­
mental stock plants grown as a source of

(Continued on page 39)
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MARCH 4-6, 1982

2 TV SETS
(ONE COLOR-ONE B/W)

TOBE FREE AS
'GIVEN PRIZES

+Plus ALL of the

TAR-HEEL HOSPITALITY
WE CAN PUT TOGETHER!
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Dr. TOM HAGGAI
"Inspirational Personality

on the go"

"TAR-HEEL
TEARDOWN"

AMERICAN CAMELLIA SOCIETY 1982 ANNUAL CONVENTION

SHERATON CENTER • CHARLOTTE, NC

1982 CAMELLIA SHOW
Sponsored by

MEN'S CAMELLIA CLUB of CHARLOTTE

* CAROLINA COUNTRY HAM, GRITS,
RED-EYE GRAVY, ETC.

* APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN CLOGGERS

« CAMELLIA SEMINAR»
WITH ONE OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING PANELS

OF CAMELLIA EXPERTS EVER ASSEMBLED ...

JULIUS NUCCIO E. HULYN SMITH VI STONE BILL GOERTZ JACK MANDARICH
Altadena, Cal. Valdosta, Ga. Baton Rogue, La. San Marino, Cal. Menlo Park, Cal.

NOTICE- SEND RESERVATIONS NOW TO BE ASSURED
- OF YOUR ROOM AT THE CONVENTION CENTER-

CONVENTION REGULAR ADVANCE to- HOTEL:
FULL- $95 $90 J. L. McCLINTOCK, Jr. SHERATON CENTER
FRI.-SAT.- 80 75 1325 East Barden Rd. 555 So. McDowell St.
SAT. ONLY- 55 50 Charlotte, NC 28211 Charlotte, NC 28204

GRAEM YATES, Convention Chairman 7041 537 -0046
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LUTHER W. BAXTER, JR.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.

Time of Transplanting and Care of the
Camellias After Planting

The most critical issue, after selection of
the cultivar and site has been made, is
proper ( thorough and contnued) irriga­
tion. The new plants have roots which are
either pruned severely (balled and bur­
lapped plants) or else they are very re­
stricted because of being grown in pots.
The time required for the roots to grow
out and become widespread throughout the
soil is years, not days, weeks, or months.
The best time to transplant camellias and
other plants in South Carolina is either
during the October-November period, or
the spring period, February-March. Re­
gardless of the time of transplanting, spe­
cial watering is critically needed, at least

with the root rot affected C. japonica
plants. (Figure 3) Generally it is charac­
terized by sparse yellowish foliage, and poor
growth. It is sometimes difficult to distin­
guish between root rot and other problems,
such as acute mineral deficiency, improper
irrigation, and cankers at the base of the
plant caused by the fungal pathogen,
Glomerella cingulata.

Figure I.

'Reg Ragland', 'Ville de Nantes' and the
hybrid 'Donation'. For the beginner along
the coast and in the Coastal Plains, the
following can be added to the above
list: 'Alba Plena', 'Carter's Sunburst', 'Ele­
gans', 'Magnoliaflora', 'Mathotiana', 'Sa­
wada's Dream', 'Snowman', "Tiffany', and
'Tomorrow'.

The plants should be healthy and vigor­
ous, free of cankers (Figure 1). An excel­
lent, vigorous cuitivar ( variety) with
which to start is either 'Lady Clare', 'R. L.
Wheeler' or 'Guilio Nuccio'. These culti­
vars bloom well, they have beautiful green
foliage, they are vigorous, and they are
cold hardy.

Another consideration that will help to
insure success is to purchase grafted plants
when possible. Most C. japonica cultivars
are susceptible to root rot caused by the
soil-borne fungal pathogen, Phytophthora
cinnamomi. The C. sasanqua cuitivars are
tolerant to this root rot disease and by
grafting a C. japonica cultivar, such as
'Guilio Nuccio, onto a C. sasanqua culti­
var, such as 'Setsugekka' or 'Maiden's
Blush', this problem (root rot) is largely
avoided when adequate drainage is pro­
vided as mentioned earlier. Figure 2 illus­
trates a plant suffering from root rot. Note
the nonaffected C. sasanqua growing in

GROWING CAMELLIAS
IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Selection of the Plant

Most camellia cultivars do well in the
South Carolina Coastal Plains and along the
coast. In the Piedmont, however, th3 sin­
gles and semi-doubles do better than the
formal doubles. For the beginner in the
Piedmont the following cultivars are rec­
ommended: 'Adolphe Andusson', 'Betty
Sheffield', 'Donckelarii', 'Dr. Tinsley', 'Dra­
ma Girl', 'Julia France', 'Debutante', 'Gov­
ernor Mouton', 'Guilio Nuccio', 'Lady
Clare', 'Pink Perfection', 'R. L. Wheeler',

Camellias have been grown in South
Carolina for literally hundreds of years,
particularly at Middleton Place and Mag­
nolia Gardens. They are adapted to all sec­
tions of the state with the exceptions of the
high mountainous parts of the three north­
west counties. Whether a person has one
camellia or hundreds, the principles of ca­
mellia culture are the same. The objective
of this article is to reassure prospective
new camellia enthusiasts that camellias are
easy to grow and they are long-lived plants
that will provide years of enjoyment.

Selecting the Site

Camellias do best in partial shade such
as that provided by a pine canopy. They
do not perform well under dense shade
provided by hardwoods (dogwood, oak,
hickory, etc.). Another good location is on
the north side of a building (home, ga­
rage, etc.). Poor drainage can be a prob­
lem which encourages root rot caused by
the soil borne fungus, Phytophthora cin­
namomi. Camellias need good soil drain­
age and medium shade for best perform­
ance.

Conditioning the Soil

Before the plant is purchased, the soil
should be tested for mineral composition
and pH. A pH of 5.5 to 6.5 provides good
growing conditions for most plants pro­
vided the soil composition is satisfactory.
Any soil can be conditoned by the appli­
cation of sand, peat and bark (or similar
materials). A good method is to use a
rototiller and plow the soil deep where the
plant is to be set. Then sand, peat, and
bark should be added and rototilled
thoroughly into the soil. By adding ~bout

4 gallons of each of these materials, the
soil is built up. The plant can then be set
so it is slightly higher than the surround­
ing soil which will provide good drainage.
The soil under the plant should be tamped
so that the plant does not settle.

24 I The Camellia Journal



weekly, during the interval May 1 through
October 31 for a minimum of two years.
Personally, I water all newly established
camellia transplants twice weekly and
each time I give them a liberal applica­
tion. REMEMBER-the new transplants
have a very restricted root system. For the
first year or even longer, the roots are es­
sentially the size and shape of the pot from
which they came. During dry, hot, windy­
times, the plants should be watered twice
weekly.

Propagation

Cam2llias can be propagated from seeds,
cuttings, or by grafting. Plants originating
from seeds do not breed true and thus a
seedling of 'Guilio Nuccio' will not neces­
sarily have the characteristics of its parents.

A. Seeds-Seeds should be collected in the
fall (September for C. japonica and
October for C. sasanqua) and placed in
sand. One way is to place the sand in
gallon cans and to add about 25 seeds
per can. Allow these seeds to stay in the
cans until about May the following
spring and transplant them singly into
I-gallon containers which are filled with
a sand-soil-bark-peat mixture (1-1-1-1 by
volume). Apply a soluble fertilizer such
as Peter's 20-20-20 soluble as needed.

B. Cuttings-Make the cuttings in August
and place them in I-gallon cans con-

taining sand, 25 per can. Score the
lower end of the stem on one side and
then dip in Hormodin/3. Add one level
tablespoonful of benomyl (Benlate) per
I-gallon container of sand and mix
thoroughly. These are then transplanted
when needed (anytime from November
until the next May). Cuttings should be
taken from healthy plants, free of scale
and mit2s. Experience reveals that C.
sasanqua cuttings root easily (about 95
to 100%) while some C. japonica culti­
vars root poorly.

C. Grafts-Grafts can be done inside green­
houses during December if the temper­
ature is maintained at about 70 F. Grafts
can also be made out-of-doors during
late February and early March in the
Piedmont and earlier along the coast.
Healthy scions and understock are es­
sential. Dip all scions in a benomyl
suspension (one level tablespoons of
benomyl per 2 gallons of water) for 30
minutes. Using the cleft graft method, it
is preferable for the understock (C. sa­
sanqtul or C. oleifera) to be about the
size of a lady's little finger. Scions can
be purchased from several sources which
are advertized in The Camellia Journal.
Consult various articles in the Camellia
Yearbooks on grafting techniques.

Fertility

Fertility is essential for young plants be­
cause of their small root size and slow de­
velopm2nt in the soil. Add a good slow­
release fertilizer, such as 16-4-8, to young
plants twice yearly, the first time about 21
March, and the second time on or about 21
June. Do not overfertilize young plants. One
bve! tablespoonful per plant in year-old
plants is adequate. More fertilizer is re­
quired for larger plants. Some people prefer
to add a third application on or about Sep­
tember 21 but in this case one should use a
fertilizer with a composition such as a 0-10­
10, 0-15-15, 0-20-20, etc. That is, do not
use a fertilizer with nitrogen in it either for
fall or winter fertilization. Remember that
f2rtlizers have to be in solution before they
can be taken up by the plant, so proper ir­
rigation is essential for adequate nutrition.

Pruning

Remove dead branches, stems with can­
kers, weak branches and lower limbs during
the fall, winter or spring. Keep the branches
thinned out so that plants can be sprayed
more easily for the control of scale insects,
aphids and mites.

Mulching

A mulch of pine needles or bark applied
to bare soil under camellia plants is recom­
mended. This makes pickng up fallen flowers

1801 Dawson Road (Nursery)

OFFICE
912-883-4248

HOME
912-883-4211 Shackelford Nursery

530 Flint Avenue (Office)
Albany, Ga. 31701

Choice Camellias a Specialty
Growing Orchids an Exciting Hobby

Landscape Service a Pleasure (Both Commercial & Residential)

ONE AND TWO YEAR CAMELLIA SEEDLINGS FOR SALE
CAMELLIA JAPONICA SEEDLINGS-TWO YEAR-$35.00 per 100

THREE YEAR-$45.00 per 100
CAMELLIA SASANQUA SEEDLINGS-TWO YEAR-$25.00 per 100

THREE YEAR-$35.00 per 100
Seeds gathered from many fine varieties

Expect some large PEONIES, FORMALS, LARGE SEMIDOUBLES and SINGLES from these fine seedlings
For sale while they last

NO ORDERS UNDER 50 SEEDLINGS SOLD
Please add $3.50 for packaging and shipping costs on all seedling orders.

ALSO CAMELLIA GRAFTS FOR SALE
Many of the finest and newest varieties 1, 2, 3, and 4 year old grafts
Also most of the best of the older ones. Many plants are well-budded.

20% Discount on purchase of 10 or more grafted plants.

THREE NEW BEAUTIES
'Louise Whiting'-Full double to peony-Blush Pink 5" to 6"

Beautiful large glossy leaves, strong grower
'Martha Anne'-Large Peony-Very Beautiful coral color-A Show Winner

May be the best one I have ever introduced. A husky strong grower, unusually pretty foliage
'Cameo Queen'-High above most whites

6" beautiful clear white usually a thick semidouble-sometimes almost a peony
3-year grafts-$30.00 2-year grafts-$25.00 I-year grafts-$l5.00

HUGH SHACKELFORD-Owner
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and shattered petals easier and helps to con­
serve moisture and keep the roots cool. It
also aids in irrigation since it helps to pre­
vent runoff and erosion.

Insect and Mite Control

Scale insects, aphids, and mites can be
very destructive. Generally, insecticides or
pesticides are necessary for their control.
Aphids can be controlled with the same
treatment that provides controls for scale
on camellias (camellia scale, tea scale, peony
bark scale) such as acephate (Orthene)­
11/2 tablespoonful!gallon, malathion-2 tea­
spoonsful/galion, or dimethoate (Cygon)­
2 teaspoonsful!gallon.

Mites can be controlled with dicofol (Kel­
thane), B~ tablespoonsful/gallon. Treat
when mites are first noticed and again five
days later. Repeat as needed. Dicofol is not
systemic and therefore some of the material
must either come in contact with the mite at
the time of spraying or leave an adequate
deposit so that when the mite walks across
the leaf, it will get a sufficient dose to kill it.
Dicofol does not kill eggs and thus a second
application is advisable within about 5 days
so that the young mites will be killed by
contact with dicofol before they mate and
the female lays eggs.

Weed Control

All vegetation should be removed from
the soil under the camellia plants. To make
this practice easier, prune off the lower
branches so that removal of vegetation can
be easily accomplished. Camellias are
regularly grown with many other ornamen­
tals nearby such as azaleas, daphne, cleyera,
roses, etc., all of which are sensitive to
herbicides. Therefore, we recommend a hoe
and a lawn mower for weed and grass con­
trol. By keeping down all vegetation under
plants, sanitation is more easily accomplished
and air drainage is improved. As will be
evident later, sanitation is important for the
control of flower blight caused by the fun­
gus, Ciborinia (=Sclerotinia) camelliae.

Disease Control

There are three major diseases of ca­
mellias in South Carolina; root rot caused by
the soil borne fungus, Phytophthora cinna­
momi; dieback and canker causcd by the
fungus, Glomerella cingulata; and flower
blight caused by the fungus, Ciborinia (=
Sclerotinia) camelliae.

A. Root rot: This disease is controlled in
one of two ways: (1) the use of resistant
understock, such as Camellia sasanqua
or C. oleifera, in which desired cultivars
can be grafted, or (2) provide excellent
drainage for the plant; excellent drain­
age prevents fungus development. Fol­
lowing proper cultural practices during
planting will help curtail the serious ef­
fect of root rot. The best practice is to

26 / The Camellia Journal

use grafted plants (Camellia japonica or
C. hybrid scion onto C. sasanqua under­
stock) and proper planting practices.

B. Dieback and Canker: This is a disease
that primarily affects the woody part of
the plant. All ages of wood are suscepti­
ble. The pathogen spreads from plant to
plant by (1) splashing rain and (2) in­
sects while the plants are wet. Crowd­
ing greatly encourages the spread of this
pathogen (Glomerella cingulata). This
fungus enters camellia stems through
leaf scars and wounds where it either
causes a canker or kills the entire stem if
the camellia cultivar is susceptible. Hu­
midity and rainfall are high in South
Carolina which favors dieback and can­
ker. The diseases are very serious during
grafting, particularly when grafting is
done in greenhouses. For control, soaking
of scions for 30 minutes in a benomyl
(Benlate) suspension (one level table­
spoonful per two gallons of water) is re­
commended. We have had good success
making the grafts during December in
greenhouses maintained at a minimum
of 70 F. The understock must be free of
cankers. Add some of the benamyl sus­
pension to the stock at grafting. The
fungus is not transmitted through the
seed so keeping the young seedlings
away from diseased plants insures healthy
stock for grafting. Cuttings should be
taken from disease-free plants. Thorough­
ly mix one level tablespoon of benomyl
per gallon of sand used for rooting cut­
tings. Dieback and canker can be man­
aged satisfactorily but the above con­
trols must be applied to avoid death of
grafts and young plants.

C. Flower Blight: Since the camellia plant
is grown primarily for its flowers, this
is the most serious disease of camellias
in the United States. It is caused by a
fungus, Ciborinia (=Sclerotinia) camel­
liae. This camellia pathogen has been in
South Carolina for over two decades but
it is not universally present. If you don't
have the disease, avoid bringing the
pathogen into your garden (or into your
community). This fungus attacks only
flower petals; it does not affect leaves,
roots, stems, or fruit. The fungus can
survive several years as specialized or­
gans (sclerotia) in or on the soil (at
least 5 years). The fungus can only mul­
tiply on camellia flowers so if you pick up
all flowers (including shattered petals)
for 5 years, and your neighbors through­
out the community do likewise, you can
either eradicate the pathogen or, at least,
knock the pathogen population down to
a very low level. Other things which
can be done are as follows: (1) Apply
PCNB ( Terraclor ) to the soil in late
December or early January as directed

(1 cup in enough water to thoroughly
wet 100 square feet of soil); (2) apply
black builders paper under the plants
which will prevent spores (seed) of the
fungus being discharged forcibly into
the air and thus carried to open flowers;
(3) spray the flowers with protective
fungicides (now being thoroughly in­
vestigated by Dr. Gordon Holcomb at
LSU); (4) use the above methods in
combination. Camellia flower blight is a
serious disease. Don't treat it lightly­
treat it thoroughly.

--ACS--

Special Gifts
Dr. and 11rs. D. Lyle Robertson: Contribu­

tion to Special Research Greenhouse Fund
New Zealand Camellia Society: Bound

volume of New Zealand Camellia Bulle­
tins 1979-80

Men's Piedmont Camellia Camellia Club:
$50.00 for "Flight Blight" in memory of
Forest Patterson and Mrs. Guy Johnson

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan and Mr. and
Mrs. Milton H. Brown: Contributions
honoring the retirements of Thomas C.
Evans and Durward Gassett; wishing a
speedy recovery to Mrs. Philip Ireland

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Evans: Contribu­
tion wishing a speedy recovery to Mrs.
Philip Ireland

Mrs. Lucy Masek: "The Camellia" and
"The Camellia Vol. II" printed by Leslie
Urquhart Press

Mrs. William Parks Stevens: Contribution
to honor the 50th Wedding Anniversary
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hatcher

Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown: Program,
Buckhead Men's Garden Club; contribu­
tion to honor birthday of Mrs. Thomas
C. Evans

Mrs. Virginia Burr: Camellia books

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan: Contribu­
tions to honor the wedding anniversaries
of Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown, Mr.
and Mrs. Lawrence Schrage, Dr. and
Mrs. Earl Beatty; to honor birthday of
Mrs. Thomas C. Evans; in thankfulness
for recovery of Mr. George E. Luce and
Dr. Waddell Barnes

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Walker: Contribu­
tion wishing a speedy to Dr. Frank Houser

Mrs. Boynton Cole: Contributions honoring
the birthdays of Mrs. Thomas C. Evans
and Mrs. L. V. Teeter

Mr. C. T. Freeman: Contribution
Mrs. V. H. McFall: Contribution to ACS

Endowment Fund Campaign in honor of
Dr. Daniel E. Nathan

Mr. and Mrs. Percy Bland: Boehm por­
celain camellia 'Paul Jones' to honor the
Daniel E. Nathans, the Milton H. Browns,
and Joseph H. Pyron for their dedicated
service to the American Camellia Society



Minimum Order $6.00
Plus $1.00 Postage

All Scions Sent Air Mail
in USA

SCIONS
Send for
Brochure

if Interested

"BUY FROM THE ORIGINATOR OF THE SCION BUSINESS"
SPECIAL GROUP - $5.00 EACH

'Amy Pearson'
'Arcadia Var.'
'Baby Bear'
'Ballet Queen'
ICameo Queen"
'Carter's Sunburst Blush'

Dr. Harry Moore'
'Dr. Zhivago'
'Eugene Stockman'
'George Stewart'
'Graceland'

'Janet Smith'
'Kim MacGowan'
•Lee Poe'
'Martha Anne'
'Mary Fisher'

'Melody Shepherd'
'Miss Santa Clara'
•Rendevous'
'Tomorrow's Dawn's

Bessie'

'Vale Queen'
'Very Cherry Var.'
'Waltz Time Supreme"

(a new seedling)
'Woodford Harrison"

GROUP B - $3.00 EACH
,Ack-Scent'
'Ada Sebire'
'AI Gunn'
'Alabama Tide'
'Alice Collins'
'Alice Spragg'
'Alison Debire'
'Angie Gregg'
'Ann Blair Brown'
'Anne Gramling'
'Applause'
'AItec'
, Balderdash'
•Blossom Time'
'Bright Buoy' & Var.
'Burgundy Queen'
'Charlotte Blount' & Var.
'Cherry Glow'
'Chie Tarumoto'
'Christine G.'
'Christmas Daffodil'
'Cinnamon Cindy'
'Cissy Purvis'
'Cleve James"
'Corinne Sebire'
'Curtain Call'
'Debut' & Var.
'Dee Davis' & Var.
'DeLancy'
'Dick Goodson' & Var.

'Dolly Dyer'
'Donna Ly"'
'Donna Newton'
'Dorothy Culver'
'Dorothy Holmes'
'Dorothy Zerkowsky'
'Dr. Brian Doak' & Var.
'Dr. Ed'
'Edith Hall'& Var.
'Edward Marshall Boehm'
'EI Greco'
'Elaine Smelley'
'Elizabeth Astles'
'Eliza beth Weaver'
'Elvige'
'Fairy Bouquet'
, Flamenco'
I Fran Homeyer"
•Frances B. Homer'
'Fragrant Pink Improved'
•Frost Pri nee'
•Frost Queen I

'Full House Pink'
'Gay Baby'
•Gay Pixie'
'George Clegg'
'Gladys Parks'
'Gloria Nan'
'Guilio Nuccio Pink'

'Gun Smoke Var.'
'Gypsy Rose'
'Harbinger' & Var.
'Harriett Durrant'
'Harvest Time'
'Helen Boehm'
'Hulyn Smith'
, Huntsman'
'Janus'
'Jean Pursel' & Var.
'Jean Pursel Blush'
'Jeffrey Hood'
'Jimmy Gilley' & Var.
'Katie'
'Karen Henson'
'Kay Berridge'
'La Sandra'
'Lassie' & Var.
'Laura E. Greggs'
'Legacy'
'Lola Firth'
'Louanna'
'Mandalay Queen' & Var.
'Mark Chason'
'Mary Stringfellow'
'Maude Sugg'
'Maui'
'May Westbrook'
'Mayehyinhung'

'Mildred Pitkin'
'Mini Pop'
'Miss Bessie Beville"
'Miss Lucy'
'Miss Tulare' & Var.
'Nanban-Koh'
'Nell Hooper'
'Nola Firth'
'Norman Mansfield'
'Notre Dame'
'Nuccio's Jewel'
'Oscar Elmer'
, Overture'
'Pat Guernsey"
, Pavlova'
, Peking'
'Pharaoh' & Var.
'Phyllis Austin'
'Pink Cameo"
'Pop Homeyer' & Var.
'Ramona'
'Rita Thornton'
'Rose Bouquet"
, Rose Hollard'
'Ruffian'
'Ruthie K,'
'Sarah Alice Ruffin'
'Show Time'
'Silver Cloud'

'Sister Mary Leo'
'Snow Drop"
'Snow Mitt'
'Splash of Pink'
'Spring Festival'
'Springtime"
, Sprite'
'SIeve Blount' & Var.
'Temple Festival'
'Terrell Weaver' & Var.
'Tiny Star'
'Tomorrow Blush'
'Tomorrow Park Hill

Blush'
'True Echols'
'Tulip Time'
'Vale Beauty'
'¥ale Princess"
'¥ale Sunset'
'Very Cherry'
'Wandin Sebire'
'White Retic'
'William Sellers' & Var.
'Winifred Sebire' & Var.
'Winter Gem'
'Winter Sun"
'Witman"s Yellow"
, Molly O'Toole'
'Mona Jury' & Var.

GROUP C - $2.00 EACH
'Angel Wings'
•Ann Day'
'April Lynn Poe'
'Arch of Triumph' & Var.
'Aroma'
'Arthur Gayle'
'Bea Rogers'
'Bernadette Karsten'
'Betty Sheffield Supreme'
'Black Lace' & Var.
'Black Tie'
'Bob Eagleson'
'Bob Hope'
'Bonbon Blush'
cBrooksie's Rosea Var:
'Brushfield's Yellow'
'Camelot' & Var.
•Cameron Cooper'
'Capricious' & Var.
'Chinese Lanterns'
'Chittagong'
'Chow's Han-Ling'
'Circuit Rider'
'Clark Hubbs' & Var.
'Craig Clark'
'Cresta Blanca'
'Daintiness'
'Daisy Eagleson'
'Descanso Mist'
'Diddy's Pink Blush'
'Dolores Hope'
'Dorothy Copeland'

'Dr. Clifford Parks' & Var. 'J. Morgan Sprott'
'Dream Boat' 'Jack Glenn'
'Dream Girl' 'Janet Clark'
'Early Peony' 'Jean Clere'
'Eddie Gilley' 'Jean's Unsurpassable'
'Elegans Champagne' 'Judy Nordan'
'Elegans Splendor' 'Just Sue' & Var.
'Elegans Supreme' & Var. 'K. O. Hester' & Var.
'Elizabeth Dowd Silver' 'Kalimna'
'Esther Ann' 'Kerryland' & Var.
'Evelyn Poe' Blush, Pink & Var. 'Ketcam Burch'
'Exuberance' 'Kiwi Triumph'
'Fircone' & ¥ar. 'Kohinor'
'Five-O' 'Kramer's Picotee'
'Gay Time' 'Lady Laura'
'Gee Homeyer' -' Lasca Beauty'
'Gilley's 34' 'Leah Homeyer'
'Granada' & Var. 'Lemon Honey'
'Grand Prix' & Var. 'Leonora Novick'
'Granthamiana' & Pink 'Les Berg'
'Greystone' 'Lila Naff' & Var.
'Guilio Nuccio' & Var. 'Lilelte Witman' & Var.
'Guilio Nuccio' (McVey's) 'Little Beaut'
'Guilio Nuccio Supreme' 'Lo Lo Ma'
'Harold L. Paige' 'Lois Shinault'
'Helen Bower' & Var. 'Margaret Crutcher'
'Hot Pants' 'Margaret Davis'
'Howard Asper' & Var. 'Mark Alan' & Var.
'Howard Caple' 'Marguerite Cannon' & Var.
'Ida Berg' 'Mary Golombiewski'
'In the Pink' 'Mary Phoebe Taylor'
'Ivory Tower'

'Massee Lane' & Var.
'Mathotiana Supreme' & Var.
'Mike Witman' & Var.
'Mini Pink'
'Minnie Ruth'
'Miss Charleston' & Var.
'Mouchan,,' & Var.
'Mrs. D. W. Davis Descanso'
'Murillo'
'Music City'
'My Dianne'
'My Ernestine' & Var.
'My Louise'
'Nancy Mandarich'
'Nuccio's Gem'
o Paul Harvey'
'Petite Rosine"
'Pink Frost'
'Pirates Gold' & Var.
'Pom Pom Girl'
'Pop Gee'
'Pretty One'
'Prissie Miss"
'Raspberry Ice'
'Red Dandy'
'Red Lion'
'Rena Swick" & Var.
'Ross Clark'
'Royalty' & Var.
'Samantha'
'Sandy Sue'

'San Marino"
'Seventy Six'
'Sheila'
'Snippet'
'Snowy Egrets'
'Soinel Pink'
'Sunning Hill'
'Tamsin Coull' & Var.
'Terry Gilley' & Var.
'Tiffany' & Var.
'Tina'
'Todd Gilley'
'Tom Eagleson'
'Tomorrow'
"Tomorrow Crown Jewel"
'Tomorrow's Dawn Peony"
'Tomorrow Moonlight'
'Tomorrow Park Hill'
'Tomorrow Peony Var.'
'Tomorrow Peaches"
'Tomorrow's Tropic Dawn'
'Tomorrow Tuxedo I

'Tomorrow Pink' & Var.
'Tomorrow Qu'eens"
'Tonya'
'Tracey Spencer"
'Valentine Day' & Var.
'Vi Henderson'
'Ville' (Burris)
'Wendy'
'William Jackson' & Var.

We have hundreds and hundreds of others priced at $2.00 each. Send for our Brochure if interested.

MARK S. CANNON
300 MONTEZUMA AVE.

PHONE (205) 792-6970
DOTHAN, ALA. 36303
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Deep in the South
of Florida

D.D.HALL

Draw a latitudinal line from Tampa-St.
Petersburg on the Gulf of Mexico to Vero
Beach on the Atlantic. On the up side you
have part of our country's camellia belt;
on the down side, South Florida, a land
as ripe today for camellia missionaries as
darkest Africa was a century ago for Chris­
tian conversion by David Livingstone.

South Florida dreams of matching South
Carolina and South Dakota some day with
a state government all its own. Why? Its
northern extremity is nearly three hundred
miles from the capital city, Tallahassee,
and its lower extremity, Key West, is six
hundred fifty miles by road. But secession
is actually remote.

The northern and central portions of
Florida are great camellia country. One or
two shows are held each year in Fort Wal­
ton Beach, Gainesville, Jacksonville, Or­
lando, Tallahassee and Pensacola. Con­
versely, South Florida has none, and the
possibility of staging one seems almost as
remote as secession.

This is Gnnatural habitat for camellias.
Along the seacoasts the air is salty, and the
interior is a broad, flat, semi-tropical ex­
panse of sand, palmetto and everglades.
The sand is as pulverized as dust; it is not
light, permeable and aerated, and the pH
is generally neutral, not slightly acid. Sun
pierces the land all year, heats it in win­
ter, and withers the vegetation in summer.
Prevailing humidity may be good for plant
life but it weakens humankind. Frost sel­
dom occurs. Winter is most often dry,
summer wet. When the rain comes, it
rarely dribbles, it usually deluges. The
growing season is long, permitting only
brief dormancy.

The man on the street will tell you that
you can't grow camellias. Newspaper gar­
den editors back him up. We found one
editor who agreed that a gardener might
succeed if competent and truly determined,
but he would not say so in his column for
fear that most of those attempting this
would prove incompetent and irresolute,
consequently failing and blaming him.
Nurseries don't stock camellias, except for
one that sells no varietal names, just reds,
pinks and whites. Anyone calling on a
county agricultural agent for advice on
camellia culture is doomed to disappoint­
ment.

The City of West Palm Beach boasts a
three-acre horticulture and dendrology
demonstration lot which is named Mounts
Garden in honor of a former exception-
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ally knowledgeable agriculture department
head, but the poor condition of its few
camellias would dishearten a potential
grower. If old Mounts were still alive, we
think the plants might be captivating and
the tract rack in the adjoining headquar­
ters would have at least one pamphlet on
how to raise camellias. Furthermore, the
efforts we made to lure someone in his de­
partment to talk and come-see our plants
in bloom would not have turned out an
exercise in futility.

Every word written so far belies our
optimism as to the future of camellias in
South Florida.

We spend two-thirds of the year in
Maryland, raising camellias outdoors on
the northern fringe of the camellia belt,
and one-third in Delray Beach, between
Palm Beach and Miami. There, again, the
challenge to grow camellias where condi­
tions appear unfavorable struck us hard.
We began with seven plants in the winter
of 1975-76 and five more the following
year, all purchased from a Central Flor­
ida nursery. Two Florida members of
A.C.S., Jay Ellis and Geddes Smith, gave
us three more. All were planted a mea­
sured distance from sprinkler heads in the
lawn which shower them for forty min­
utes three times a week. During our eight
months absence, you see, survival depends
upon Mother Nature and the automatic
sprinkler system.

In '79 we acquired four more plants up­
state and in '81 imported another four
from California. Of these twenty-three, we
have lost but two, a C. iaponica (from
tree root robbery) and a C. sasanqua
(cause unknown). Still alive and produc­
ing are sixteen C. iaponicas, one C. reticu­
lata, four hybrids, one C. sasanqua and one
C hiemalis We do a lot of gibbing from
Thanksgiving through January and get
good results within two to five weeks. Star
performers have been 'Dr. Clifford Parks',
'Kramer's Supreme', 'Mrs. Hooper Con­
nell' (which made the honor court at the
Orlando '79 show), Mrs. D. W. Davis',
'Rosea Superba', and 'White Nun'. Our
most sanguine expectations have been
realized, and our neighbors appear admir­
ingly envious. (The envy softens when we
present them with lovely flowers not born
of their sweat.)

The results we have obtained prove that
South Floridians deeply desiring to grow
camellas there can really do it, despite
natural obstacles and the present lack of
cultural information and publicity. The
great need is for camellia fans everywhere
to participate in the necessary missionary
work.

The garden shops offer the materials for
proper soil mixes, such as peat moss, pine
bark, dried cow manure, perlite, vermicu-

lite, and sulfur. Safe fertilizer like cotton
seed meal can be found if patiently
searched.

A tougher job is to locate suitable plant­
ing sites. Protection is needed against a
burning sun and against thieving tree roots
which rob nutrition from the ideal camel­
lia setting. Because the region is flat and
very close to sea level, and tree roots don't
want tq rot, they avoid thrusting deep.
They prefer spreading outward near the
surface and far beyond their own drip
lines. Hence, when a plant site is chosen
even beyond the drip line of a shade tree,
it becomes advisable to circle the bush an­
nually with a sharp long-bladed spade to
sever invading roots.

Although the semi-tropical climate brings
fifty percent more rain to South Florida
than the national yearly average, the soil
leaches badly; and weeds are prolific. So,
heavier feeding and mulching is recom­
mended than in other states. And, when
rain fails and there is no automatic sprin­
klering, regular hosing by faithful garden­
ers becomes a must.

Thus it is clear that camellia growers to
be successful in South Florida should
have both the know-how and those char­
acteristics stemming from love of the
flower which consist of enjoyment of
challenge, devotion to work, and persever­
ance in the face of difficulty. These atti­
tudes are not prevalent in the local popu­
lation, presumably because native shrubs
generally thrive on inattention. Dig a hole,
stick a plant in the ground, nature does
the rest. However thousands who have
never been able to rely solely on nature
have been moving into the area. Many of
them like the oleanders and ixoras which
everyone has but also want something dif­
ferent and more exciting. They will spend
TLC on camellias if "the yen" can be in­
stilled.

We had an exhilarating experience this
past spring, owing to our first visit to the
recently opened Morikami Park at Delray
Beach. Three quarters of a century ago
when land six miles inland from the beach
could be bought for a song, a Japanese
immigrant farmer settled there. His land
holdings gradually increased to a thousand
acres. He died a very wealthy man, be­
queathing two hundred acres for public
use, now operated by Palm Beach County
as its ninth park.

In appreciation of the source, a Japa­
nese-style house has been erected as a
museum surrounded by a small garden of
similar inspiration. About three dozen 1­
to-3 ft. camellia bushes have been planted
in almost full sun. A nice tribute, yes; but
what an unfortunate site selection!! There
was just one thing we could do: seek out
the person in charge and suggest improv-
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ing the situation. Believe it or not, the man
in charge turned out to be as pleased as
punch to receive our call.

The camellias had been planted by a
landscape contractor on order of the mu­
seum board and our new friend had sud­
denly been confronted with the duty of
upkeep, having had no experience with
this genus. He had looked in vain for help­
ful publications and was itching for infor­
mation. So he beat a path to our door to
see what we were doing. It was truly ful­
filling for us to find someone so eager.

After ninety minutes of questions and
answers and a completed A.C.S. member­
ship application, he left with enthusiasm
to rejuvenate the Morikami camellias. We
anticipate seeing good results on our re­
turn to Delray Beach this winter, if the
County Department of Parks and Recrea­
tion has been able to retain so promising a
young man on its staff.

In February 1979 we and the Frank
Teutons of West Palm Beach were sig­
nally honored by the U. S. National Arbo­
retum to which Congress more than fifty
years ago assigned the task of research and
education with respect to plant and tree
life. Togehter we were entrusted with two
dozen well-rooted cuttings of interspecific
hybrid camellias developed at the Arbo­
retum by crossing Southeast Asian culti­
vars of the C. miyagii, C. kissi, C. oliefera,
C. rusticana and C. sasanqua species. The
objective was to test them for heat re­
sistance outdoors on our respective prop­
erties and to render progress reports. In
consideration of space limitations, the
Halls took ten plants and the Teutons the
remainder.

In the subsequent twenty-eight months,
eight of our own ten have prospered while
two have not survived for reasons un­
known. Progress reports have been sub­
mitted regularly, using the code numbers
by which the several varieties of hybrid
were recorded at the Arboretum, no varie­
tal names having been assigned. To illus­
trate, the Arboretum had shipped eleven
crosses of C. Sasanqua x C. Kissi. Four of
them were clones of the same variety with­
in the two species. All four were coded
9-252. Then there were two clones of a
different variety of the two species, both
clones coded 9-253; and five more of a
third variety coded 9-255. The Halls got
two each 9-252's and 9-255's, and one
numbered 9-253; the Teutons, the rest.

We did not collude in preparation of the
periodic reports, yet a striking similarity
appeared, enough to form a basis on which
the authorities at the Arboretum could de­
clare a variety of interspecific hybrid, C.
Sasanqua x C. Kissi, to be resistant to ex­
treme heat and light intensity. The variety
9-255 was chosen to be recommended for

cultivation in the warmest parts of the
U.SA On August 12 the Arboretom reg­
istered this new camellia with the Ameri­
can Camellia Society under the name 'Two
Marthas', thus appropriately recognizing
the valuable part played in the testing
project by Martha Teuton and Marsha
Hall.

Someone should warn ooleanders and
ixoras and all indigenous South Florida
flowering shrubs to prepare themselves for
the close competition almost certain to fol­
low the propagation and distribution of
this beautiful new hardy camellial

--ACS--

Slide Programs Available
1981 ..1982 Season

Our program of upgrading slides
and slide programs has continued
apace and we have several key in­
teresting ones available for use in
programs of local, state or regional
camellia societies or garden clubs or
service clubs. We list requests as re­
ceived-first-come-first-served basis.
The slides are sent First Class Mail
about ten days prior to your meeting.
We ask that they be returned First
Class Mail the day after your meet­
ing as we often have a waiting list
for the programs.

We have two color movies avail­
able also. These are available for a
set fee of $15.00 because of their cost
and the cost of handling and post­
age. These must be returned Insured
Mail, of course. They are:

1. Camellias in Aiken, 16 mm,
sound, about 28 minutes in
length.

2. The Boehm Experience, 16
mm, sound, about 25 minutes
in length.

For the slide sets listed below in
the number we list them we have
been forced to ask for a donation to
The American Camellia Society to
cover the increased costs of handling
and postage and duplication of slides.
The donation should be enclosed
with the slides when they are re­
turned. All slide sets are sent with a
text. The numbered sets of slides
follow:

3. "Hybridizing is Fun", 40 slides
plus a text.

4. Camellias For the Garden,
about 60 slides.

5. Illges, Sewell, Harris, Peer and
SCCS Award Winners, about
90 slides.

6. Diseases, about 30 slides with
text by Dr. Mullen.

7. Potpourri of Massee Lane,
about 80 slides of interesting
things to see at Massee Lane.

8. Award Winning Artistic Ar­
rangements, 40 to 80 slides as
requested.

9. Gibbing, about 20 slides with
three timely articles and dia­
gram.

10-A. Grafting: Cleft Grafting and
Cutting Grafts, 23 slides and
two articles and diagrams.

10-B. Grafting: Cleft Grafting and
Grafting the Big Ones, 40
slides and two articles and
diagrams.

11. "The Judges Have Spoken",
about 60 slides of varieties
at 1978-79-80-81 shows.

12. Newest Varieties, about 60
slides. This set is constantly
being updated as new slides
are received.

13. Camellia Families, about 70
slides showing offspring of well
known camellias.

14. Camellia Personalities, about
40 slides showing well known
camellia growers, past and
present.

15. Camellias in the Antipodes,
about' 50 slides of Australia
and New Zealand flowers,
plants and people.

16. American Camellia
Hall of Fame, slides
the camellias named
ACS newest award.

17. Camellias in Other Media
(prints, paintings, s tam p s,
wood, etc.), 60 slides with text.

18. The Stamp Day Ceremony in
Fort Valley depicting scenes of
the "happenings" at the High
School and at Massee Lane.
About 60 slides with text.

19. Winners and other entrants in
the ACS Photograph Contest in
1981. About 40 slides.
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GROWING CAMELLIAS OUTSIDE IN NORTH LOUISIANA

PRUNING
Pruning is one phase of growing

camellias that helps produce good
blooms and is an area often over­
looked by camellia growers. I think
it is more important than a good
feeding program.

When I started growing camellias
I was told that I should prune 25 to
30 percent of the foliage each year.
I just laughed because I knew that
there was no way that I was going
to cut my little new plants back that
much. However, with my feeding
Drogram the plants grew rapidly and
within three to four years had grown
above my head. The high bloom buds
could not be gibbed nor could the
blooms be protected or cut properly.
I then realized that I had to start
pruning.

At first I cut the top of the plant off
about shoulder high. I soon found
that this was not the right thing to
do. The new growth buds that formed
where the branch was cut off resulted
in healthy, vigorous growth and
would grow above my head within a
year or two.

Based on this experience I now
prune the lowest large branches as
close to the main trunk as possible.
New growth buds develop around
the wound. I let them grow and thin
them out one year later leaving the
best two or three branches. At the
same time another large low branch
is cut off. This process is repeated
each year and in three to four years
I have all new growth beginning just
above the ground.

After a large branch is removed,
all small unhealthy branches of the
remaining plant are pruned to where
air can circulate freely through the
branches.

I inspect each branch when it is

Almost everything I use for my
camellias (except the wood ash)
tends to decrease the pH of my soil.
Therefore, I use dolomitic lime to
counteract this when needed. A pH
of six to six and one-half is most
desirable.

with the mixture. Place two to three
inches of pine straw or bark over the
soil mixture as a mulch before water­
ing.

FEEDING
My feeding schedule is simple. All

a plant needs is nitrogen for foliage
growth, phosphate for bloom bud
development, and potash. The potash
serves as a catalyst to make the nu­
trients available to the root system.
Some trace elements are also needed.

For nitrogen I use Rapid Grow
(23-19-17) in the spring right after
the last freeze. The Rapid Grow is
mixed one pound to 45 gallons of
water and applied to the foliage using
a regular lawn spray. About one gal­
lon is applied to a small two year
old plant, two to three feet high;
two gallons applied to a four year
old plant, four to five feet high; and
three or four gallons to larger plants.

Cottonseed meal is applied every
three months; in January, April, July,

, and October. One good size handful
is applied to a two to three year old
plant, two to three feet high; two
good handfuls to a four year old
plant, four to five feet high; and three
to four handfuls to larger plants. The
cottonseed meal is raked into the pine
straw mulch before watering in order
to prevent it from caking. Cotton­
seed meal is slow in breaking down;
therefore, the plant is fed every time
it rains or is watered. Also, you can­
not burn a plant by overfeedeing with
cottonseed meal as I have done using
commercial fertilizers.

Carl Pool BR-61 (9-59-8 + trace
elements) is used starting in May
when bloom buds start forming and
is applied every month through De­
cember. Carl Pool is a water soluble
granular fertilizer similar to Rapid
Grow and is applied in the same man­
ner (see above) except I use one
pound to 30 gallons water. This
gives the plant sufficient phosphate.

For potash I use the wood ash re­
moved from my fireplace and mix it
with my April cottonseed feeding; by
volume one part wood ash to six parts
cottonseed meal.

G. F. ABENDROTH

PLANTING
A soil mixture that will allow water

to seep through slowly is necessary.
A good mixture of one-half partially
decayed pine bark, one-fourth top
soil, and one-fourth coarse sand is
recommended. We are fortunate in
northwest Louisiana to have plenty
of pine bark available.

A hole should be dug 12 inches
larger than the diameter and six
inches deeper than the height of the
plant's roots. Fill the hole with the
above mixture to where the top of
the plant's roots will be two to two
and one-half inches above the ground
level. Then fill in around the roots

In order to be successful in any
undertaking, whether it be running a
multi-million dollar plant, a planta­
tion, drilling an oil well, coaching a
football team, or growing camellias,
one must have a system or game plan.
I have tried to do this with my camel­
lia patch and would like to sum­
marize my game plan as follows:

SELECTION OF SITE
The first step is to select a site

which is suitable for growing camel­
lias. Broken shade is essential be­
cause camellias do not like direct
sunlight as roses do. They also need
to be protected from wind because
the bloom will become damaged by
brushing against leaves and branches
during blooming season.

Furthermore, it is my feeeling that
camellia plants are susceptible to the
chill factor in cold weather the same
as we are; that is to say, one can
withstand much colder weather in a
protected area than when exposed to
high winds.

Drainage is very important because
camellias cannot live with their roots
standing in water during a wet sea­
son. They should be planted on the
side of a hill where excess water will
run off. In areas where the ground is
Rat the bed should be built up 10 to
15 inches above the ground level to
allow proper drainage.
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cut off. If the center, or core, of the
branch is brown I continue to prune
back further until a good healthy
center is reached. A brown center
indicates dead tissue which could be
caused by a number of things such
as dieback, canker, or cold weather.

I sterilize all of my pruning tools
with a solution of two tablespoons
Benlate per gallon of water. Using a
sponge and rubber gloves, each tool is
wiped off after pruning each branch.
This prevents the spreading of dis­
eases from one part of a plant to
another and from plant to plant. Each
wound caused by pruning is painted
with a stronger solution of Benlate.

I start pruning in the spring as soon
as a plant is bloomed out and try to
be through by April 15. After the
growth buds on the plant slip and
start growing in the spring, I prune
my plants further by snapping off
growth buds leaving only two or three
on each small branch.

I try to shape a plant by removing
the new growth buds that will inter­
fere with one another when they
grow larger. On a healthy plant ap­
proximately 50 percent of the buds
will be removed in this manner.
Snapping off growth buds at this time
makes for good growth on the buds
that remain. The strength of the
branch intended for the six or seven
original buds is now available for the
two or three buds that are left. Each
growth bud not needed and removed
more than likely eliminates a bloom
bud that would have to be removed
later. In addition, it eliminates a

small branch that would have to be
pruned the next spring.

DO'S AND DON'T'S

I start disbudding about August 1.
Of the bloom buds that will ulti­
mately be removed, I begin by re­
moving one-half of them and then
two weeks later remove the remain­
ing half. I also continue disbudding
periodically because there are a num­
ber of varieties that will set new buds
until the first of December or later.

I start gibbing the first week in
September and gib regularly every
week or 10 days until every bud has
been gibbed.

The plants are watered regularly
using a sprinkler system. When the
humidity is low, the sprinkler system
is turned on five to ten minutes after
dark, just enough to wet the foliage.
This will keep the humidity high all
night.

All blooms that fall off are picked
up regularly and the stem from which
it falls is cut off behind the third leaf,
or further back.

Isotox is used for insect control
when needed (two to three times a
year).

Oil-l-Cide is used as a preventive
measure for tea scale each year in the
spring.

For the past four years I have
painted the trunk of my camellia
plants with Benlate to combat die­
back. I use a mixture of one part
Benlate to one and one-half parts
water and apply it with a brush, like
whitewash, to the trunk of the plant
from the ground up six to eight

inches. It seeps into small cracks and
crevices on the trunk eventually treat­
ing the entire plant systemically.

Each plant is painted periodically,
particularly during March, April and
May. During these months scars
caused by old leaves falling and
growth buds slipping are more nu­
merous and provide wounds suscep­
tible to infection.

Crawling insects are prevented
from spreading to diseases to these
wounds because when they crawl up
the trunk of the plant through the
dried Benlate, any spores on their
feet or body will come into contact
with the Benlate and be destroyed.

I started out on approximately 25
plants that were almost lost and
saved about one-half of them. This
success prompted me to start treat­
ing every plant in my yard. As a
result, dieback has practically been
eliminated in the past four years.

--ACS--
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Notes On Camellia Culture In Texas
grafted camellias, the sight of roof-high Ca­
mellia japonicas growing happily beside
abandoned shanties is not lost on us. Like
Avis, camellia growers west of this line
must simply try harder.

We will start in Houston where I visited
three camellia growers. The C. E. Nadeaus
(Chuck and Madelin), with 24 years' ex­
perience, grow most of theirs in (really on)
the ground on a "standard size" city lot.
Many are on the north side of the house
when they enjoy protection in a plastic
greenhouse assembled for cold weather from
November to March. Mrs. Nadeau said that
many of their best camellias grow on a
raised mound under an oak tree without
other protection. They grow grafted plants
but claim the camellias on their own roots
that are grown from cuttings or seeds are
stronger. In this respect the Nadeaus are in
a distinct minority with maybe one other
grower. Currently, their interest is in pro­
pagation of these seedlings and cuttings.
In the future the Nadeaus plan to grow more
C. sasanquas.

MULCHING
We do not mulch any of our plants

feeling that because we water often
that it is not necessary. However,
those in the area that do mulch use
their own favorite material, particu­
larly pine straw which is easily at­
tainable and usually free.

SPRAYING-PRUNING
We have not found it necessary up

to now to spray more often than
once at the end of the blooming sea­
son. We have consistently used oil
and made sure of a good application.
However, we expect to use Cygan
also this year as a second application
just to test its efficiency against other
reoccurring pests.

We have been very fortunate in
that we have not noticed any petal
blight in our yard. True, there are
not many plants grown in our neigh­
borhood but also to try and prevent
its entry we do not allow blossoms
to remain on the ground and any
plants brought into the yard are
mulched with crumpled newspaper
which when wet forms a mulch and
great seal to contain any spores so
that they cannot infest any flowers
and eventually it will eradicate itself.

--ACS--·

ROSAMAY L. DAVIS
Houston, Texas

Second thoughts about a request to do an
article on camellia culture in Texas prompted
me to accept the challenge. My husband
and I had just returned from Japan where
we saw camellias thriving on Oshima Is­
land in volcanic dust; in seeming neglect
along the streets of Tokyo; and in pots set
out along city sidewalks. Horticulturally
speaking, I was ready to regroup. Perhaps
interviews with successful area growers
would provide the key to improved camellia
culture in our own climate on the Gulf
Coast. So I set about visiting growers in
Houston, the Port Arthur-Port Neches area,
a!1d the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex.

Let's draw a line through Tyler, Texas
southward through the Trinity River at the
Gulf of Mexico. This is about 60 miles from
Louisiana. Mrs. Temple Bowen reported the
sentiments of many growers that this marks
the western edge of the southern United
States camellia belt. As we Houstonians drive
into Louisiana or Mississippi to buy our

FERTILIZING
Fertilizing like watering is so very

different for those plants in the
ground and those in containers.

The most successful grower in
New Orleans (in my opinion) whose
plants are in the ground, fertilizes
after blooming and only once again
in early summer. Because we water
our container grown plants so often
we find it necessary to fertilize more
frequently, hopefully once a month
but in very small applications. We
use a home made mixture that we
have used for a long, long time. So
long ago that I don't know who
recommended it. For anyone who
is interested, this is its make up: 5
pounds cottonseed meal, 3 pounds
phosphorus, 2 pounds potash.

all in containers and under a lath
arrangement I am particularly aware
of this constant attention. Being in
a reasonably light soil, watering is a
must at least 2 to 3 times weekly.
We have finally realized how time
consuming it has been and are now
installing a watering system.

The New Orleans Camellia Scene
WILLIAM F. LAROSE

New Orleans, LA

RAINFALL
Normally our rainfall is abun­

dantly adequate. The winter monthly
average being 4.50 inches and the
summer 6.0 inches. For those whose
plants are in the ground the need for
watering is a sometime thing but
container grown plants require much
more attention. Since our plants are

SOIL
Some sections here enjoy very fine

soil conditions. This condition is the
result of sand pumped in from Lake
Pontchartrain which provided won­
derful drainage when added to the
natural humus present in that par­
ticular area. Other sections are so
poor for planting that the clay type
soil must be removed and a proper
mixture put in its place. Even so
most plants in these particular areas
are raised somewhat above ground
level because although the soil may
now be conducive to good growth
the water table is high and can be a
problem.

Many gardens that have Camellias
are raised somewhat as a result of
this water table level.

CLIMATE
When we compare New Orleans

winter climate to some others in the
Camellia growing areas we must say
that it is mild. The average winter
temperature is 58.6 degrees and nor­
mally we experience very few hard
freezes. Our summer temperature
normally averages 81 degrees.

We do however have many days
when frost is heavy enough that
plants grown without any protection
(natural or lath) will have damaged
flowers.

Weare very fortunate however in
that we enjoy a very high normal
humidity which enhance the blos­
soms. The average humidity for win­
ter being 62.5% and summer 53.5%.

32 / The Camellia Journal



Charles Zagst shows his 'Leucantha' on the
raised mound. The plant was moved to Houston
from Shreveport 30 years ago. (Photo by Greg
Davis)

The C. O. Zagsts (Charles and Marie)
are on an acre and a half fortunately situ­
ated on sandy loam soil in a pine forest.
Almost all of their camellias are planted in
the ground in raised beds. The Zagsts are
now able to protect a portion of his collec­
tion by assembling a winter greenhouse for
the C. reticulatas, the white bloomers and
the less hardy varieties. They have several
hundred of their collection attractively in­
corporated in the landscape with other
plants. On a natural mound resides a specta­
cular 'Leucantha' about eight feet tall and
eight feet across brought from Shreveport
in a move thirty years ago. Zagst is also
becoming more interested in C. sasanquas,
especially mass plantings, as evidenced by
his 'Yuletides', 'Pink Snows', and 'Shishi­
Gashiras'. Like Nadeau and most all Texas
growers, Zagst claims poor luck with C.
reticulatas and C. Reticulata hybrids, the
exception being 'Lila Naif'.

On an 85' x 120' lot, the Alfus O. John­
sons have a collection of about 200 bloom­
ing size plants: C. reticulatas, Reticulata
hybrids and C. japonicas of all bloom sizes.
Apparently suffering from Hulyn Smith's
"Retic Fever", Alfus is doing more experi­
menting with "retic" culture and hybridiz­
ing than anyone in Texas. He keeps his
"retics" in large clay or plastic pots that are
under a pecan tree or on his shaded patio.
Most of these are moved into his small green­
house for winter protection. His collection
of C. japonicas remains outdoors in con­
tainers or in pinebark-mulched beds raised
some 8 to 12 inches.

Difficult weather is a problem we face
growing camellias in Houston (indeed, in
all of Texas). Last summer Houston and
much of the Gulf Coast experienced six
straight weeks of temperature over 100 0 F.
with no significant precipitation. The prob­
lem was compounded by severe city wa­
tering restrictions. This last February a
recording thermometer reading showed

72° F. at 4:00 P.M. one Tuesday. The
following morning at 7:00 A.M. it read
21 0 F. This is a 51 0 F. drop in fifteen
hours. Consider that tJ-,ese "blue northers"
may hit several times during our winter,
which is considered to exist from about
January 1st to February 15th. True, most
are not this severe, but there is usually
fluctuation between shirtsleeve and light
coat weather. More than once we have
seen redbud trees bloom at Christmas only
to be frozen back a week later. 1£ we are
confused about how to dress, the camel­
lias are downright frustrated about when
to bloom and put on growth. There is little
beauty in brown-edged blooms fooled into
opening too soon. Perhaps growers in other
areas will understand better why most of
us use gibberellic acid. We enjoy blooms
in the fall before the freezes of late De­
cember.

1£ we have droughts, we may also have
excessive rains. January and February can

I provide weeks of sunless days. Houston
and Port Arthur are credited with annual
precipitation averages of 45.95 and 53.09
inches, respectively (Texas Almanac, 1968­
69 ).

Another problem for most of us in Hous­
ton is the soil, usually black, heavy gumbo.
The advice of the Houston Camellia So­
ciety is "First, do NOT dig a hole". With
the clay-like gumbo a hole acts like a wad­
ing pool and does not provide suitable
drainage. We build beds up as high as
possible. Many are using treated pine land­
scape timbers to shore up beds 4, 8, or
more inches.

Our task is also to devise a planting
medium that provides excellent drainage
during rains yet does not dry out too rap­
idly in our droughts. Although the mix
recommended by the Houston Camellia So­
ciety is a good one: 1/3 sand, 1/3 leaf
mold, and 1/3 pine bark, I have yet to find
a grower who uses it, including the Da­
vises. The Nadeaus use 1/3 sand loam top
soil, 1/3 sand, and 1/3 of their own com­
post with the addition of superphosphate
and bone meal. The Johnsons use a mix­
ture of finely ground, composted pinebark,
with sandy loam top soil and sheep ma­
nure, to which he may add sand and cot­
ton seed meal. On his lot with sandy soil
Zagst manages to do nicely with nothing
but a pine bark medium around his plants
that are also placed high for drainage. The
only firm agreement among these growers
is that mulch is very important, especially
in sunny areas according to Johnson.
Whereas he uses pine bark, Nadeau and
Zagst use leaves (mainly oak and pine
needles). Charles Zagst, ever the entre­
preneur, claims success with an occasional
"six-pack" in obtaining leaves from gar­
bage trucks of his 6" mulch.

With his more extensive collection of
"retics", Alfus Johnson is one of the few
Houston growers who prefer to keep their
most important plants in containers. Over
large decorator bark chips placed in the
containters, he uses the same mix reported
earlier.

To say the least, fertilizing programs in
this area can differ greatly. Johnson bases
his program on that of A. B. Abendroth,
who reportedly claimed that if his plants
died, the cause would never be starvation.
In January and April Johnson uses cotton
seed meal. In March he sprays with Mira­
cle Gro. Monthly from May through the
rest of the year BR61 is applied. He em­
phasized the importance of feeding con­
sistently, a little at a time to avoid over
feeding. In March and June Nadeau feeds
a mixture of 3 parts cotton seed meal and
1 part a combination of manure, blood­
meal, superphosphate and bone meal. La­
ter, if he must spray for pests, he includes
some Rapidgro. Although Zagst has man­
aged great blooms with "only a handful
of cotton seed meal whenever he thinks
about it", preferably every six weeks, he
is now going with some BR61 and trying
bloodmeal. (Dudley Boudreaux, whom we
will meet in Port Neches, said he has not
fertilized in 2)f years.)

Most local growers must rely on city
water, chlorine and all. Yards I visited in
Houston had ground and overhead sprink­
lers, except for the Johnson yard. For the
present, a water wand and yard sprinklers
are sufficient for his numerous container
plants in his small back yard.

Alfus and Bertha Johnson stand in their raised
beds. (Photo by Greg Davis)

Yes, the growers admitted having to deal
with pests. When the question of insects
was mentioned, the first response was
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'Leucantha'
'Mathotiana'
'Mrs. D. W. Davis'
'R. L. Wheeler'
'Tomorrow'

The Temple Bowens stand by their 'Eleanor
Hagood' in their Fort Worth, TX garden.
(Photo by Greg Davis)

same average temperature as Houston, a
fraction higher humidity, averaging 91% at
6:00 A.~L, and about 7 more inches of rain
per year with 51 inches. Port Arthur is 6
feet above sea level.

The Harold Showalters live in Port Ar­
thur, which was the home of Tom Eagle­
son. Actually, with their gumbo soil on
their city lot, their growing conditions are
like most of ours here in Houston. The
Showalters' yard has everything green that
Noah (sic) might have plucked from the
Garden of Eden if he had been there, and
it is all growing spectacularly well. Their
camellia beds are raised high with a top­
soil and compost mix. In June these tree­
shaded beds also contained over 1500 cala­
diums of all varieties planted among the
camellias. Beds receive a yearly mulching
of two to three inches of composted oak
leaves and some fertilizer when the cala­
diums are removed.

After growing camellias for twenty years,
the Showalters have several hundred
plants, most of which are C. japonicas, and
only those whose blooms do not shatter.
All spent blooms are picked up from the
yard. They also grow and root C. sasan­
quas of all kinds. Most of these are for
grafting stock. Their favorite camellia va­
rities include 'Red Giant', 'Kramer's Su­
preme', the 'Betty Sheffields', 'Woodville
Red', and the 'Tomorrow' family. 'Dr.
Clifford Parks' and 'Lasca Beauty' are their
favorite hybrids.

The Showalter fertilizing program in­
cludes the use of half cotton seed meal and
half commercial fertilizer with high sul-

Houstonians grow mostly C. iaponicas,
some few "retics", and probably more C.
sasanquas than we realize. ~Iany tend to
overlook the fact that C. sasanquas are
part of the camellia family. I am glad to
hear more interest developing in them. As
a group they are credited with a root struc­
ture sturdier than that of C. japonicas and
"retics' that enables them to withstand our
more extreme conditions of drought or
rain. There is almost unanimous agreement
among Houston Camellia Society members
that camellias perform better here grafted
on the C. sasanqua understock (Excep­
tion: the Nadeaus). 'Apple Blossom' and
'Daydreams' are the preferred root stock.

Most camellia growers here claim to
have poor luck with the "retics." Even so,
they probably admit to having 'Dr. Clifford
Parks' and 'Lasca Beauty', perhaps 'Lila

Dudley Boudreaux of Port Neches, TX among his
collection of several hundred plants all about
this size or larger. (Photo by Greg Davis)

Naif' and 'Valentine Day' also. Johnson
claims good luck with 'Mouchang' and
'Dr. Clifford Parks'. I shall inject that the
Davises find 'Francie L.', 'Milo Rowell',
'Chittagong' and 'Masse Lane Variegated'
good outdoor plants.

Nadeau, Johnson, and Zagst reported
the following C. japonicas to be good yard
performers:

'Carter's Sunburst'
'Don Mac'
'Fashionata'
'Grace Albritton'
'Jeffrey Hood'
'Kramer's Supreme'

Traveling from Houston eastward 90
miles, we reach Port Arthur and Port
Neches, adjacent cities just west of the
Louisiana border. This area has about the

Harold Showalter of Port Arthur, TX showing
'Kramer's Supreme'. (Photo by Greg Davisl

invariably "Malathion for scale". This
also takes care of aphids, a greater prob­
lem for the Davises. Zagst will also spray
with Isotox. Occasionally he will paint af­
fected branches with Cygon. Nadeau will
spray with a Malathion-Diazinon mixture
which also includes some trace minerals.
Others in Houston hit scale with Oil-I­
Cide. The only other pest mentioned was
leaf rollers which Johnson dispatches most
effectively by crushing them.

No one seems as confident in dealing
with dieback. All will agree that this has
been a bigger problem this year. Consen­
sus is that the best remedy is simply to cut
out the diseased portion and paint with a
paste of Benlate. If dieback is too advanced
or if one pruning does not help, then "sun
the roots", as they say. Some of us are now
trying Hulyn Smith's technique we heard
recently in Mobile: Apply a Benlate paste
to the damaged area then wrap the branch
with foil and tape to seal it airtight. Chuck
Nadeau reported the most innovative
treatment learned from Bob Waters: Cut
out the diseased part of the plant and ap­
ply aloe vera gel regularly. When he tried
it once, Nadeau felt it was helping, but
something prevented his continuing appli­
cations. I presume the plant was lost.
Johnson reports spraying with Benlate (1
tablespoon to a gallon) and spraying with
Cocide 101 in the spring every two weeks
when new growth is appearing.

Pruning is part of everyone's camellia
maintenance. Most do major pruning in the
spring with minor pruning occurring all
year. Alfus Johnson prefers to do all prun­
ing in February and March before weather
is really warm.
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phur and high phosphorus content. During
the summer the camellias also enjoy foliar
feedings that are meant primarily for the
caladiums.

About ten miles away live the Dudley
Boudreauxs in Port Neches. Their average­
size city lot is a long block from the
Neches River. Surely Mr. Clean and the
Jolly Green Giant must be the yard men
here. The Boudreauxs specialize in camel­
lias and bromeliads. At four to eight feet
of height, all of their several hundred ca­
mellia plants are in the ground outdoors
in neat rows. When the beds were begun
in 1956 rice hulls were added to the exist­
ing soil. Excellent sandy loam and good
drainage made raised beds unnecessary.
Water is fro:n his own well.

Dudley Boudreaux reported that it has
been two and one-half years since he ap­
plied fertilizer, a blend of cotton seed meal
and Reliance Camellia Blend. Plants re­
ceive a twice-yearly spraying of Oil-I-Cide
mixed with Cygan for scale. Orthene is
used for other insects. Dieback does not
seem to be a problem here.

The Boudreauxs grow predominantly
C. japonieas of all bloom sizes. There are
several C. sasanqlla/hiemalis plants, such
as 'Chansonette' and 'Miss Ed'. Dudley is
now going to a few C. retielllata hybrids,
now that he feels that some better ones
are available. Some of his good perform­
ers have been the 'Mathotiana' family,
'Mrs. R. L. Wheeler', 'Betty Sheffield', and
'Valentine Day'. The lighter 'Tomorrows'
are better left for greenhouse culture.

Two hundred fifty miles to the north
and lying west of the camellia belt is the
Fort Worth-Dallas area. Weather con­
ditions here make camellia culture even
more challenging. On August 15th in Fort
Worth, "where the West begins", a bank
thermometer flashed 107 0 F, although
102 0 F was the official reading. Here win­
ters are colder but still variable, and hu­
midity is much lower. Mrs. R. L. Arnold
said readings of 18% humidity are not un­
common in winter.

I quickly learned that the Temple Bo­
wens of Forth Worth had the most signifi­
cant planting of outdoor camellias. Grow­
ers here invariably keep all their show­
bloom plants in containers which are
moved into a greenhouse about the first of
November. Because I was charged to write
about Unprotected Culture, much of the
information from Jack Greenberg, Mrs.
Paul (Lucille) Harkey, the Arnolds, Dr.
R. P. McDonald and the Temple Bowens
is not germane and will be omitted.

Dr. McDonald grows only about one­
fifth of hs collection in beds at ground
level around his hilltop house. His plant­
ings include 'Yuletide', 'Mrs. Charles
Cobb', 'Professor C. S. Sargent', 'Marie
Bracey', and 'Donation'. He prefers camel-

Tommy Weeks stands in front of his new home
in one of his camellia beds-near Conroe, TX.
(Photo by Greg Davis)

lias grafted on C. sasanqllas or on C. ja­
ponieas of sturdy root systems. Dr. l\lc­
Donald fertilizes heavily with cotton seed
meal in March and April. Potash is applied
in late August, and a light cotton seed
meal feeding is given in October. His out­
door plants were lightly mulched with
pine bark.

Although the Arnolds are considered
"protected" growers, I found it interesting
that they grow all plants in large, un­
glazed clay pots. They feel that the low
humidity creates an evaporative cooling
effect benefitting the root system. Besides,
they must water once or twice daily any­
how. No mulch is added.

The Temple Bowens east of Fort Worth
are fortunately situated on a tree-shaded
lot on very good, soft, sandy loam with ex­
cellent drainage. There is no need to raise
beds. Their plants are attractively incor­
porated with other plants in an informal
landscape design. Their 8-feet plus plants
of 'Morning Glow' and 'Eleanor Haygood'
were bought from Armstrong 37 years ago.
When planting a camellia, a hole is dug
three times the size of the ball. Soil is re­
moved down two feet. In the bottom
a mound is fashioned over which the roots
are spread and covered with a mixture of
the Bowens' own compost, vermiculite,
peat moss, dairy loam, and top soil. No
mulch is used.

The Bowens claim more success with
plants with their on roots in beds but
grafts are also used. For their grafting
program only 'Daydream' C. sasanquas are
used for understock. The Bowen yard has
vigorous plants of 'Simeon', 'Lindsay Neill',

'Faith', 'Mathotiana', etc., including a 'Pro­
fessor Sargent' at least 10 feet tall.

Their fertilizer program includes use of
cotton seed meal and azalea-camellia fer­
tilizer, half and half, Osmocote, and addi­
tional foliar feedings with the azalea-ca­
mellia food. Malathion takes care of insect
pests. Pruning and Treecote take care of
what little dieback is encountered.

Most of the BOO-plant collection of ca­
mellias is kept in pots that winter in their
greenhouse. Among these I noticed quite a
few C. retieulatas or Retieulata hybrids,
including several newer varieties ('Curtain
Call'). Mrs. Bowen is proud to have one of
the largest collections of miniatures, 30 to
40.

"I decided that the ideal place for my
camellias was on about five acres in a pine
and hardwood forest with a thick layer of
sandy loam, good natural drainage, well
water that smells like rain, and an abun­
dant supply of pine needles or bark for my
6" mulch. Here I would enjoy camellias in
a natural setting and still have space for
others planted in rows in the ground and
covered in the winter. There would be
room to experiment with the newer hybrids
and the curious-leafed varieties the Stones
introduced. I would have a C. sasanqua
collection, raise the Higos and my Dubia,
and learn why Granthamiana has not
grown well here. There would be room to
grow grafting stock and care for my 70 or
so grafts each year."

News is that the Thomas C. Weeks
(Tommy and Sandra) beat me to all of
this. The above describes their place and
activities out of Conroe, four miles north
of Houston. The camellia world will hear
more of the Weeks. They are young, tire­
less workers who have already been show­
ing winning blooms for some time. Keep
in touch.

Back in Houston gazing over our three
hundred camellias perchng close together
over our black gumbo, I am trying to re­
view the lessons learned. For one, camel­
lia culture in Texas would surely collapse
without cotton seed meal and Malathion,
used by everyone interviewed. In Houston
drainage and mulch are of prime impor­
tance. Soil mixes, fertilizers, and planting
levels can vary so long as excellent drain­
age is provided.

In the past we have not paid much at­
tention to mulching, but probably will be
dispensing six-packs, too. Our plants will
surely enjoy the more uniform moisture
level and the insulation from the heat af­
forded by the mulch. Already I have added
some composted pine bark mulch. This fall
I will search for leaves.

Finally, I concluded that the growers I
visited are all very experienced, very
knowledgeable, and very generous with
their time and help with camellia culture.
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Just a Chat
(Continued from page 2)

faced which, while certainly with
less spectacular potentialities, never­
theless should merit the serious con­
sideration of the camellia enthusiast.
Of particular interest is the develop­
ment of slow-growing, dwarf-type
camellia hybrids which have tiny
foliage and flowers-a much-needed
type which, while not as yet widely
distributed, would seem to merit the
interest and exploitation of camellia
nurserymen. I say this because of
the fact that, due to the tremendous
increase in the cost of space in gen­
eral and land in particular, slow
growth and compactness are very
desirable. The space a C. reticulata
would require will accommodate two
or more of the dwarf or extremely
compact types, while the flowers of
the latter lend themselves to greater
flexibility in flower design and per­
sonal adornment. This would apply
particularly to those who grow
camellias primarily in containers,
where neatness, compactness and the
great advantages of not outgrowing
the situation nor having to be re­
potted for years would make one
wonder whether the problem would
not be one of supply rather than de­
mand. Such a camellia would seem
to have far greater application and
popularity than a bonzai, for exam­
ple, besides being more natural and
requiring less care. Some seedlings
of the highly regarded C. williamsii
hybrid 'Donation' have, rather sur­
prisingly, exhibited these desirable
characteristics, with many large, sal­
mon-pink semi-double flowers of
most pleasant form and hue. While
cold-testing is not possible here, the
fact that the female parent is one of
the most highly regarded for cold re­
sistance would certainly offer that
prospect as well.

Another aspect of camellia cul­
ture that I should like to touch upon
is the tremendous importance of
blooming early in the season. Here
in California no petal blight occurs
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usually before mid-February, so that
the C. sasanquas normally are not
affected by it. Consequently, the
fallen petals do not require cleaning
up because they are through bloom­
ming before the petal blight spores
release and, in any case, disseminate
so thoroughly as to dry up before
they can do any damage. If the
blooming season of the camellia
does not coincide with the ripening
of the petal blight spores, its flowers
will not be affected. I am sure that
camellia hybridists the world over
are conscious of the great desirabil­
ity of an early blooming habit for
other reasons, but do not recall that
the resulting immunity to petal
blight has been highlighted.

On another and possibly related
subject, to the best of my knowl­
edge, no one has come up with a so­
lution to the persistent decline in
membership and interest being suf­
fered by just about all camellia so­
cieties and nurseries in the country
over the past few years. This may
be due to natural attrition and the
failure to sufficiently· interest young
people so as to offset the loss of the
older members, but I am wondering
whether the real explanation is not
really that old and difficult problem,
petal blight. Perhaps a survey should
be made by our people in order to
ascertain whether this loss of inter­
est is concurrently affecting overseas
societies as well. For if it is not, then
the cause here is almost certainly
due to a factor that is not universal.
Meanwhile, any progress we can
make toward control or eradication
is going to be extremely important
and our hopes have been raised ma­
terially in this regard recently by
the report that an effective control
has been developed for azalea petal
blight.

In the meantime, perhaps we
should give more attention to a very
reliable species that I have some­
times referred to in the past as the
"stepchild" of the camellia world­
C. sasanqua. While it offers little if
anything to the person whose great-

est interest in camellias is exhibiting
them in the shows (at which time
C. sasanquas are usually out-of­
bloom in any case) nevertheless the
C. sasanqua is the easiest of all ca­
mellias to grow, tolerating poor soil,
drought and lack of attentiton gen­
erally, yet performing satisfactorily
as a garden plant. For mass bloom­
ing effect, it has few if any peers and
it is easily the most popular early­
blooming species we have. As an es­
pallier, it is an excellent subject and
when used as a hedge, it is far
superior to almost anything else.
While the flowers have a short life,
they are so numerous as to give a
very desirable effect as well as a
spicy scent, and they possess an ethe­
real and oriental quality that is most
attractive as a garden subject.

--ACS--

From The Desk Of
The Executive Secretary
First of all, I wish to compliment

James McCoy for his excellent job as
Guest Editor of this issue. We feel
certain that you, as we, feel this is
another milestone in ACS publica­
ti.ons. Also, this edition should prove
worthwhile in our efforts to obtain
new members seeking knowledge
about camellias.

Life Members

Once again, it is our pleasure to
announce further Life Members and
Patron Members to keep alive our
long-running series of Journals in
listing these members. Since our last
issue Mr. George V. Upchurch of
Athens, GA and Dr. James D. Dixon
of Yonges Island, S. C. have become
Life Members to bring our total to
256. We now have 14 Patron Mem­
bers with the addition of our newest
Mrs. Ronald Reagan of Washington:
D.C.

We hope that we will start the
1982 series of publications with fur­
ther Life Members. Perhaps you
know of someone who would like to
become a Life Member. Please let
us know.



Part of a lath structure in an otherwise very sunny garden. It may be seen from patio and house.
Note daffodils in bloom along side of camellias. (Photo by Helen D. Brown)

house from view when in the garden
proper or on the patio porch.

Twelve four by four, eight foot long
uprights were used, supporting the
three, two by six inch stringers to
which the overhead plastic screening
(also giving 50% light and shade) was
attached. Stringers of old telephone
wiring, every couple of feet, further
supports the screening. Redwood,
which is resistant to moisture, was
used throughout.

Pea gravel, used on the floor, pro­
vides good drainage for excess water
from plants-and comfortable walk­
ing for the grower.

There is an overhead sprinkling
system, NOT used, however, to water
the camellias-but to refresh the
plants and create humidity on hot
summer days. Generally it is turned
on mid-afternoon for just a few
minutes whenever temperatures are
high.

Jim prefers an unusually porous soil
mix, necessitating frequent root wa­
tering-about every three days dur­
ing warm weather-and as needed
throughout the year, including the
winter months. He also likes to fer-

mento Camellia Forum-and for at
least six years has been Show Chair­
man of the Sacramento Camellia
Show. All the while Jim and Jackie
(also very much an enthusiast) have
kept piling up ribbons and trophies
at Northern California shows. Here is
the lathhouse which helps them to do
it-and how it came about. I'm in­
cluding quite a bit of detail-since
there are ideas worth copying.

Some eight years ago, when buying
a new home, a section of the garden
in complete sun, was immediately
pinpointed for a lathhouse-and plan­
ned on paper accordingly. The result­
ing lathhouse is twenty by twenty­
seven feet-eight and one-half feet
high-flanked on the east by a rear
section of the house-and on the
west, by one side of a building used
as a playroom.

Grapestake fencing, six feet high
closes off the north and south sides­
with lath above that allows 50% light
and shade. Star jasmin covers the out­
side of the grapestake fence facing
north-completely hiding the lath-

Living With Camellias and Enjoying It
HELEN D. BROWN

One of the exciting things about
camellias is the fact that they can be
grown out of doors in such a variety
of climates, locations, and exposures
-if the conditions of their native
habitat can be approximated. In this
respect, the successful grower seems
to be the one who cares enough to
accept whatever challenges are pres­
ent-and indeed uses them to ad­
vantage.

The ACS Yearbooks give many ex­
amples of this-showing how it was
done, even in areas thought to be
completely unfavorable except for
greenhouse culture. In some cases, the
grower created what might be called
a "micro-climate" especially for his
camellias.

Here in Sacramento, California, cli­
matic conditions are particularly fa­
vorable to growing camellias out of
doors. Coupled with the great versa­
tility of the plants themselves, home­
owners are provided with almost
limitless landscape possibilities-and
millions are grown here, making
winter and early spring, perhaps our
most colorful seasons.

It's helpful to understand that the
hot days and nights of summer in the
Sacramento valley, are among the
reasons camellias do well in this area.
Weather conditions, however, which
encourages lush growth and good bud
set, make the choice of location vitally
important. This new growth is ex­
tremely vulnerable to sun burn and
permanent damage.

Because of this, lathhouses, per­
golas, and various type lath structures
have been popular here for years.
They can create an ideal exposure
for camellias and other shade plants,
in a spot otherwise totally unaccept­
able. Jim and Jackie Randall of Sacra­
mento, whose interest in camellias
turned them into full time hobbyists,
proved just that.

To introduce them: Jim, an engi­
neer (also an ACS judge), has served
twice as president of the Sacramento
Camellia Society as well as the Sacra-
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Jim Randall in his lathhouse. (Photo by Leilani Hu, The Sacramento Bee.)

tilize every four to six weeks, starting
with fish emulsion following the
blooming sea son-then alternating
with cotton seed meal and two appli­
cations of commercial products con­
taining trace elements. (In all cases
these are very small amounts-as rec­
ommended for container plants. )

Almost all the Randall's camellias­
about 200 plants plus 100 seedlings­
are kept in the lathhouse. Having
them together in an exposure getting
lots of light, but protected from full
sun, helps Jim and Jackie to concen­
trate on their cultural needs-result­
ing in the show blooms which have
captured so many awards. Some of
their favorites are C. japonicas 'To­
morrow Park Hill', 'Betty Sheffield
Supreme', and 'Elegans Splendor'­
with 'Valley Knudsen' and 'Lasca
Beauty' among the hybrids.

The objective of this lathhouse is
to grow show blooms. But the possi­
bilities for any grower and home­
owner are almost limitless. A lath
structure, for instance, open on one
or more sides, often can enhance a
garden-becoming part of it.

Dick and Joan Ray, of Sacramento,
did something very unusual along this
line. Like the Randalls, they have won
their share of trophies and blue rib­
bons at Northern California Camellia
Shows-and Dick was twice president
of the Sacramento Camellia Society,
as well as several times, Show Chair­
man.

A new home, Tudor style, was
planned from the start with their col-

lection of camellias in mind. A pie­
shaped lot on a cul-de-sac, thirty-five
feet across the front and one hundred
and forty at the back, inspired a
unique use of sloping terrain in the
rear, which was too sunny for ca­
mellias.

The Rays wanted all their camellias
planted in the ground-to enjoy them
as evergreen winter blooming shrub­
bery (still loving the flowers) though
not wishing to focus exclusively on
show competition as they once did.
Fifteen favorites are located across
the front of the house and entrance
way-an ideal exposure, facing east,
and getting morning sun and after­
noon shade. But it is the lath structure
at the rear which is so original in
design as well as proportion.

It is 100 feet long, flanked by a six
foot high grapestake fence along the
west property line-and open on the
east side facing a ten foot terrace
which runs the full length of the
house. Built in nine sections, eight
feet wide, it rises to eight feet at the
tip of the overhead pitched beams. A
two foot wide overhang also carries
out the angular design.

Thirty of the Ray's camellias and
forty azaleas are planted in this struc­
ture, which is four steps lower than
the terrace and is divided from it by
a five foot walk which its full length.
Each camellia is planted individually
in a mix combining sandy loam and
one-third fir bark and commercial
mulch. A sprinkling system is to in­
stalled-not overhead, however.

This structure shields the camellias
from full sun during our hot summers
-and breaks the impact of winer
storms. From the terrace or from win­
dows in the house, the Rays can enjoy
a changing picture-greenery the
year around-and a special show of
color during the camellia and azalea
blooming season.

For anyone considering such a
structure, Dick recommends making a
scale drawing, using lumber lengths
most readily available-thus eliminat­
ing a good deal of sawing. He used
merchant grade redwood, doing the
work himself.

Thinking about the subject of ca­
mellias in any comprehensive way, I
always find a bit "mind boggling".
And I realize that in telling you about
these interesting I at h h 0 use s, I've
scarcely opened the door on even this
one aspect of camellia culture. I hope,
though, you've found a new idea or
two.

--ACS--

The following members and friends have
"joined" one of the clubs or made addi­
tional contributions to them since the Au­
gust issue of the /oumal (Information as
of September 1, 1981).

J? C'/}U l
V~ooJfer it b

Mrs. Boynton Cole
Mrs. V. F. McFall

(juarJian Cfut
Dr. Asa Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Alfus O. Johnson (2)
Judge E. Hulyn Smith
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Sansing, Jr.

C~affengerJ Cfut
Dr. Kenzo Iriyama

preJiJenf ~ Cfut
Dr. C. David Scheibert

GET A NEW
MEMBER
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The Basis of Outdoor Camellia Culture

PROPAGAnON creasingly popular, notwithstanding the
With the coming of spring comes also the merits of other methods suggested above.

desire of the camellia lover to increase his or Airlayering is not only a means of thinning
her store of varieties, either by propagation out heavy growth, particularly at the top
or by purchasing additional cultivars which of one's plants, but also provides a method
have been seen and admired elsewhere as of giving a headstart over grafting and
at the various shows. rooting to new plants which, if protected

The variety of methods of propagating in during the following winter, should provide
the spring-grafting, rooting of cuttings, or blooms the next spring.
airiayering provides the grower with a In adding new varieties in the spring to
choice of means. With regard to grafting, it one's garden, camellia lovers will seek out
can be suggested that it can be done with sturdy healthy plants and then care for
success from December to March with them well. It would seem unnecessary to
greenhouse plants. For outside stock, the urge camellia growers to buy only good
grafting can be undertaken almost any time plants but Herbert Brown of Chattanooga,
after the danger of frost his disappeared and Tenn., in a letter to Dr. Berridge, says that
the desired scions are available. he is amazed at the number of people who

As for methods for successful grafting and buy "bargain" plants from discount and
of rooting and the care of the grafted plants department stores and who then have given
and rooted cutting, these have been com- up trying to grow camellias because the
prehensively presented in past Camellia plants fade away or fail to produce flowers.
Joumals, ACS Yearbooks and pertinent sec-

Perhaps this is where a little missionary
tions of The Camellia which may be studied
with profit. Grafting and rooting of cuttings work by local societies can be done among
have the additional merit of providing the garden clubs in spreading the word that
opportunity for the exchange of scions and good plants, well started and well cared for,
cuttings with camellia growers on a world- are essential, whether in a small or large gar-
wide basis, which, surely, is one of the den, if camellias are to be able to respond
many rewarding aspects of camellia grow- with their lovely flowers and bright year
ing. around foliage to the care and attention

It is the impression of the Horticulture which camellia lovers give them in all four
Committee that airlayering is becoming in- seasons of the year.

--ACS--

Horticulturally Speaking
(Continued from page 21)

propagation material, such as cuttings,
root stocks or scions for grafting or bud­
ding." In this connection the label does not
distinguish between the use of Cygon as a
spray or a systemic.

Dr. Scheibert suggests that Cygon should
not be used on any camellia pIant from
which material for propagation will be taken
in any way within six months. (See article on
page 18 of August Came"lia Journal)

DISBUDDING AND PRUNING

Disbudding has been compared to prun­
ing since both are directed to removing
material considered by the grower not to be
essential.

In winter, only obviously dead wood need
to be pruned but come spring, pruning can
be undertaken in earnest before the new
growth begins: to shape the plant, to in­
crease access of sun and air, to eliminate
weak or crossed branches, and to stimulate
new foliage and floral growth. At the same
time, growers will be checking their plants
for dieback. Since no certain cure for die­
back has been discovered, all signs of it
should be eliminated, beginning at the tip
of the branch and cutting back, bit by bit
(with sterilization of the knife or clippers
between every cut) until good cambium
is reached. The new end should then be
painted over with some protective material.

Disbudding is rationalized as being neces­
sary if one wants superior blooms for shows
in contrast to leaving the buds to flower for
masses of blooms for garden or house dis­
play. Budding, therefore, is entirely discre­
tional, depending on the grower's objective.
If the former, the grower is counselled to
disbud severely, leaving comparatively few
buds on the plant, preferably terminal buds
and these pointing down, if possible, to
avoid possible damage by rain. Disbudding
can be planned and carried out over a series
of weeks with the objective of providing a
series of blooms for successive shows.

Disbudding can be partially accomplished
by gibbing. This process can be undertaken
on outside plants from the time that the
floral buds are fat and mature until the
prospect arises that the buds, from the time
of gibbing until freezing weather, will have
insufficient time to blossom. For inside
plants, gibbing can continue as long as
buds are available and the desire and need
for blooms exist.

One camellia lover has suggested that if
any of the grower's camellia plants are lo­
cated where the blooms can be seen from
the street, such plants should be sparingly
disbudded in order that people passing by
might have the pleasure of enjoying the
blooms.

RUDY MOORE

Huntington Library and Botanical
Gardens

In writing about camellia culture, you
should consider all phases and steps of
growing camellias such as landscaping
and planting in the ground. One proper
step makes another easier no matter how
much attention is given to your plants. If
you don't plant them properly they will
never do their best.

Camellias need a semi-acid and well­
drained condition. Peat moss is recom­
mended to acidify and obtain moisture and
redwood bark or forest humus type mate­
rial to aerate and create good drainage.
What you use and the amount you use will
depend upon the type of soil that you
have. A good measure would be about 50%
peat and 50% forest humus. Spread about
6 inches over soil and work into top
twelve inches with tiller. Then, add 50%
more mix to each planting hole for camel­
lias, making the hole about 3 ft. across to
2 ft. deep.

Untangle the roots before planting so
that they can start to grow in their new
planting hole or container. Tamp the soil
down lightly and always plant with the

crown a few inches above ground so that
it will be at least an inch or so above after
it settles. I like to leave a mound around
my new plantings to direct the flow of
water to the root ball. That's the most
critical part of transplanting camellias.
Keep the root ball damp until it is well es­
tablished. Sometimes the ground around
the plant will look wet but the ball can be
dry.

Once your plantings are established, you
can pull the mound away and resume a
normal watering program. Don't try to
get away with "watering at 10:00 Tues­
day mornings, rain or shine". Water as
your plants need it-don't let your plants
dry out nor keep them too wet. At the
Gardens, I keep a close check on the
weather and humidity and I check the soil
to tell me when and how much water to
use. Knowing the plant's root system also
helps, especially in containers. In Califor­
nia, we like to drench our plants about
every 4 to 5 weeks. It washes out the so­
dium salts we get in our water.

Most camellias need a semi-shade loca­
tion. Even though C. Sasanqua and most
C. Reticulata and Hybrids and some C.
Japonicas will take, for the most part, full
sun around a lawn where humidity is pro-
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vided or where large trees make the air
cooler, they still need some protection until
they are well established. I can suggest a
few trees that you can plant on the south
and west side or in and around your land­
scape to provide protection from the hot
afternoon sun . . . and a few that you
should not include. Your local nurseryman
should have the ones that do best in your
locale.

I have good luck with JlKaranda Mimo­
sifolia, one of the most popular flowering
trees in California because of its beautiful
clusters of lavender blue tubular flowers
that bloom from May to July. Its lacy fern­
like leaves provide an excellent filtered
shade. Albijia Julibrissin, one of my fa­
vorites, starts the summer with fern-like
leaves and later produces a soft pink puff
of a flower. It has widely spreading flat
branches providing excellent filtered shade
for young plantings. It is hardy and does
well in most climates. The Magnolia Sou­
la:ngiana is becoming a popular tree for
the camellia garden. Young trees grow
rapidly to begin with, giving protection to
small plantings of shade plants. Addition­
ally, they provide a beautiful array of color
in the spring. There are many varieties
from which to choose. Some of the trees
I would not choose are Shamel Ash, Cam­
phor and Elm for they give too much
shade and lots of root competition. Young
camellias, however, should not be planted
directly under your trees. They should be
located about 10 feet or so away from the
trunk of most shade trees or around the
drip line.

In landscaping. with camellias, it's easy
to plant them too close, trying to cover
the ground; if you want your camellias to
grow into trees, you should fill in with
plants that will "tie in" with your land­
scape and give a finished look to your gar­
den. Choose plants that will grow suffi­
ciently the first year to protect the camel­
lias and other shade plants until your
shade trees get large enough. There are
many plants in the Malvaceae family, Al­
butilon Hybridum, commonly called "flow­
ering Maple", that do quite well in Cali­
fornia. They bloom in several different
colors, white, pink, red and many shades
of yellow and orange. They have a bell
shaped flower and bloom in California the
year around. They can easily be removed
if need be once the camellias have ma­
tured.

You should give a good deal of thought
as to the proper location of each plant in
your landscape such as some of the newer
Reticulata Hybrids require plenty of room
to grow. Then, use some members of the
Elegans family for espalier against a fence
or between wall and walkways. Also, C.
Sasanqua can be used in this type location
and some of the lower growing varieties
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can be used along driveways and walk­
ways, etc. The proper placement of your
plants can save you countless hours of
work in your pruning program in the
future.

Pruning camellias is about the same as
pruning any other tree or shrub in the
sense that your first steps are the basic
fundamentals of pruning. First would be
to remove all dead branches and next all
twiggy growth. Then, remove all branches
that cross or interfere with other branches
making sure that you leave the strongest
one and/or the one that will give your
plant a better form. For plants that are in
the ground, you should remove the lower
branches that hang down because the
flowers on them usually aren't seen nor
will they be clean enough for showing.
Your first branches should be strong and
upright. Now that you have performed the
basic fundamentals of pruning, the rest is
entirely up to you and what you want of
your plant, considering of course, the dif­
ferent growth habits of all the camellia
species and varieties and they do all have
different growth habits. So, remember this
when you purchase a plant and tell your
camellia nurseryman what type of plant
you desire and where in your landscape
you plan on putting it.

Will it be against a fence for an espa­
lier, in a hanging basket or in a corner for
a tall upright grower. . . also, how much
sun or shade will the plant be getting. Se­
lecting a plant with the proper growth
habit for each location in your landscape
will help you considerably in your prun­
ing program in the future. The basic
pruning fundamentals are still impo"tant
to keep your plants cleaned out so they get
the proper light and have room for the
flowers to open which is very important
if you plan on picking your flowers for the
shows. Your plants for show flowers can be
broken down into 3 categories, small,
medium and large. Varieties that produce
large flowers should be pruned and dis­
budded heavily to get the maximum size
and also to have room for the flower to
open without being scarred from close
branches or the form being distorted from
being too close to another bud trying to
open. Most camellia hobbyists leave one
flower bud per branch on the large and
most medium varieties. Your plants that
produce medium flowers should be pruned
between light and heavy and your small

- varieties should be pruned light. Do this
by cutting off the terminal growth buds,
going back to a good strong lateral growth
bud that will grow out and up and will
give you a symetrically shaped plant. I
would not, however, recommend cutting
out the terminal growth bud of the main
trunk until your plant has reached the
height you desire. Make all cuts close with

the cutting blade next to the bud you are
leaving. This will give you a clean cut so
the limb can heal over. All large branches
should be covered over with a tree seal
of some kind. The best time to prune is
right after your camellias finish blooming
and before your new growth starts. You
can always spot-prune throughout the year
cutting off any undesirable branches or
sucker growth.

The time to start disbudding is as soon
as you can tell the flower bud from the
growth bud. You won't need to disbud too
much on your small varieties unless they
tend to set too many buds as in clusters.
Then, disbud them down to one bud per
leaflet or one every other leaf, depending
on whether they are for show flowers or
not. In any case, if they set too many buds
don't be afraid to thin them out. Make
sure you twist or cut them off because if
you pull or flip them, you stand a chance
of taking off the growth bud and this may
allow the hot air in and will dry out the
bud you left and/or damage your growth
for the next year.

Now, for the big controversy in camellia
culture, fertilizing. Some people still seem
to think lots of fertilizer makes for healthy
plants and large flowers. It's my opinion,
if you practice all phases of culture, you
will achieve both. I've lost more plants by
over-feeding than by under-feeding. Cot­
tonseed meal is about the mildest fertilizer
you can use. Some hobbyists use up to a
hand full in a 5 gallon container. I use
several hand fulls on a young well estab­
lished plant in the ground. Spread it
around the drip line and sprinkle with a
water nozzle so that it cakes. Then, each
time you water, you feed. Just remember,
camellias are basically light feeders, so
don't overdo it. Any commercial fertilizer
is suitable, however, most growers and
camellia hobbyists I know including my­
self, use cottonseed meal and a stabilized
iron compound with a chelating agent,
three to four times yearly starting in April
or right after your camellias finish bloom­
ing. Feed about 6 weeks apart through
September.

I hope I've said a few things in this ar­
ticle that might help you with your camel­
lia garden. Happy Gardening!

NOTICE
The beautiful Boehm porcelain
'Julia Hamiter' donated to ACS
by "the Friends of Tom"is greatly
appreciated by Dotty and me and
we extend our sincere thanks to

the donors.
THOMAS C. EVANS



New Reticulatas From China
First Release In The World

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY
RESEARCH COMM.

% Kenneth C. HaIlstone,
996 Victoria Court,

Lafayette, Calif. 94549

Introductory offer of a random selection of scions from among the
first 40 varieties recently received by the University of California
Botanical Gardens, available for shipment this Fall, on the following
basis, postage prepaid, for these quantities only:

10 different varieties-$IOO.OO
25 different varieties-$200.00

Supply is limited and orders will be processed on a first-come first­
served basis, subject to prior sale-payment required with the order.
All proceeds to be used (1) for reimbursement of our substantial out­
lays and (2) any excess will be applied to further research projects
as in the past. Make checks payable and forward to:

~rmnftul mnuuttouli
(The name in boldface type indicates the
person in whose memory the donation has
been made.) (As of September 1, 1981.)

Mr. Maurice W. Abramson, Tulare, CA
Dr. and Mrs. H. L. Berridge

Mrs. A. L. Adams, Fort Valley, GA
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Beatty, Jr.

Mr. Newton L. Allen, Fort Valley, GA
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Beatty, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan

Mr. Ernest O. Aycock, Smithfield, NC
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Dahlen
Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown
Mrs. T. J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Tolson, Jr.
Mr and Mrs. Alison J. Parsons
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Liebers
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Dorrity
Mr. C. Boynton Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Kemp
Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Marbury
Judge and Mrs Sherrill Halbert
Col. and Mrs. Jean W. Hollstein
Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Mason
Virginia Camellia Society
Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Stringfellow
Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Habel, Jr
Mr and Mrs. William C. Robertson

Mr. Harry M. Bloom, Oakland, CA
Dr. Walter F. Homeyer, Jr.

Mrs. Bereniece Jackson Bonner
Mrs. William Parks Stevens

Mr. M. K. Broughton, Pensacola, FL
Men's Camellia Club of Pensacola
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Sansing, Jr.

Mrs. Virginia Butler, Atlanta, GA
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan

Mrs. Boynton Cole, Atlanta, GA
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Beatty, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown
Mrs. L. V. Teeter
Mr. Joseph H. Pyron
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Sansing, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs., W. F. Freshwater
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Dahlen
Mrs T. J. Smith
Mr. D. H. Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer C. Walden
Atlanta Camellia Society
Mrs. Leslie Richard
Mrs. B. L. Patterson
Miss Caroline Sudderth
Miss Susie Sudderth
Mr. and Mrs. P. K. Timberlake
Miss Rosalind Lunceford
Mr. C. Boynton Cole
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Comber
Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Marbury
Judge and Mrs Sherrill Halbert
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Kemp

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde X. Copeland
Mrs. Charles F. Urquhart, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Lunsford
Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. G. Stuart Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar G. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. H. L. Berridge
Mrs. Baldwin L. Troutman
Mr. Thomas F. Trouhnan
Mr. & Mrs. John Bloodworth
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Stewart
Mrs. James Goodwin Scott
Emily D. Padgett & Emily Aberce
Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Stringfellow
Dr. and Mrs. J. M. Habel, Jr.
Mrs. R. Brooks Brown
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Robertson
Mrs. William B. Johnston
Marion Rivers
Herb Rivers
deLancey Rivers Thomton
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Racoff
Mr. and Mrs. Payne H. Midyette
Mr. and Mrs. Alison J. Parsons
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. HaIlstone
Mr. and Mrs. Linton D. Baggs
Dr. Herbert S. Alden
Ruth H. Williamson

Mr. Alan Bruce Cooper (Son of Mr. and
Mrs. A. B. Cooper), Nashville, TN

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett J. Lee, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Lee
Mrs. Leslie Richard
Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Strongfellow
Mr. Charles R. Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde X. Copeland
Dr. C. David Scheibert
Col. (Ret.) and Mrs. R. D. Hicks
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Garrison

Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Ellis
Mrs. Oscar B. Elmer
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Deane Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Evans
Mrs. Joseph J. Ciolino
Mr. and Mrs. Linton D. Baggs

Mrs. Frances Stevens Dessau
Mrs. William Parks Stevens

Mr. Clay B. Foreman, Elizabeth City, NC
Mrs. T. J. Smith

Mrs. E. M. Freshwater, Leicester, England
(Mother of Wally Freshwater, Fort
Valley, Ga)

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan
Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown
Mr. Joseph H. Pyron
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Evans
Mrs. L. V. Teeter
Mrs. James C. Liipfert
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Beatty, Jr.
Mrs. Lessie Hardin
Mrs. T. J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Schrage
Mr. and Mrs. John Lawrence Brown
Mrs. Jack H. Tribble
Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Little, Jr.
Mr. Thomas F. Troutman
Mrs. Baldwin L. Troutman
Mr. W. C. Wyatt, Jr.

Dr. E. G. Garris (Father of Mrs. Arnold C.
Matthews, Gainesville, FL)

Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Lunsford, Sr.
Mrs. S. H. Hackney, Sr., Charlotte, NC

Mrs. T. J. Smith
Dr. David J. Henry, Dallas, TX

Judge and Mrs. Paul Harkey
Dallas Camellia Society

Made Hyatt, Lake Charles, LA
Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Stringfellow
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Classic Camellias 1970 .. 1980

LANDSCAPE CAMELLIA LIST
1970-1980

Hyrid Camellias:
Dwarf compact growth:

'Snippet' 1971
Slow compact growth:

'Coral Delight' and Var. . 1975
'Utsukushi-Asaye' and Var. . 1979

Medium compact growth:
'Angel Wings' 1970
'Jury's Yellow' 1978
'Nuccio's Ruby' 1978

Vigorous compact growth:
'Muriel Tuckfield' . . 1974

Medium spreading growth:
'Fragrant Pink Improved' .. . 1973
'Fallen Angel' 1974
'San Marino' 1975
'Wirlinga Princess' 1977

Vigorous open growth:
'Tulip Time' . 1978

Medium upright growth:
'Pharaoh' 1971
'Ack-scent' 1978
'Friendly Skies' 1980

Vigorous spreading growth:
'Harold Paige' . .1972
'Pavlova' 1978

Vigorous compact upright growth:
'Debut' .. . 1977

Vigorous upright growth:
'OUo Hopfer' 1970
'Wilbur Foss' 1971
'Dr. Clifford Parks' 1971
'Lasca Beauty' 1973
'Valentine Day Var.' 1975
'Miss Tulare' 1975
'James McCoy' 1975
'Francie L Surprise' 1980

Vigorous open upright growth:
'Lilette Witman' 1973
'Cinnamon Cindy' 1973
'Arcadia' 1979

the local camellia shows. The nur­
serymen, the camellia buyers, and the
local camellia societies are the losers.
The opportunities are there to help
each other profit from raising and
planting a greater variety of different
species of camellias.

The following list of camellias is
1mt a small sample from the wide
choice of available camellia species
and new camellia introductions of the
past decade. This list of some sixty
camellia cultivars are those that do
well in outdoor culture. I urge every­
one to plant and enjoy these camel­
lias. After all, at maturity, camellias
are really trees that have a varying
growth habit, floral color, and leaf
form.

landscape designer say he seldom if
ever planted a camellia; and when
he did, his only choices were 'Pink
Perfection' and 'Alba Plena'. It is this
rejection of camellias as well as un­
foreseen cultural difficulties that pre­
vent a greater use of camellias.

It makes one wonder why today's
hybridizers keep on working to intro­
duce new hybrids and better bloom­
ing plants, if none of their work ever
reaches the general public, let alone
the professional garden designer. The
prevailing logic is, that if it is easy
to grow and cheap to produce, that is
what the general public will find at
their local nurseries, super markets,
and garden shops. The sad part is
that the public will purchase this
limited range of camellia plants in
large numbers and then wonder why
these blooms do not win ribbons at

Mr. R. B. Nelson, Katikati, New Zealand
Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Ellis

Mr. William 1. Ormond (Brother of ~hs.

Wilbur Harling, Gainesville, FL)
~1r. and Mrs. Henry C. Lunsford, Sr.

Mr. B. A. Ragusa, Metairie, LA
Mr and Mrs. Henry S. Stone
Mrs. Conrad A. Duvic
~lrs. Joseph J. Ciolino

Mr. Marshall H. Rhyne, Belmont, NC
Dr. C. David Scheibert
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Coooper
Mrs. T. J. Smith

Mr. Roy L. Smart, Charlotte, NC
Men's Camellia Club of Charlotte

Mrs. Malcolm Taylor, Fort Valley, GA
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Beatty, Jr.
Mr. W. C. Wyatt

Mr. Frank L. Teuton
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Deane Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Philip W. Ireland
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Cooper

Mr. Norman Thaxton, Roberta, GA
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Beatty, Jr.

Mrs. Frances H. Thompson (Sister of Mrs.
Monte O. Rentz, Dunwoody, GA)

Mrs. Baldwin L. Troutman
Mr. Thomas F. Troutman

Mrs. Annie Moore Daughtry Wallace
Mrs. William Parks Stevens

Mrs. S. A. Willsey, Orlando, FL
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan J. Mitchell

Mr. Robert L. Woodcock, Laguna Hills, CA
Mr. E. C. Snooks

--ACS---

BARBARA BUTLER
Modesto, CA

Camellias have long faced rejec­
tion as a major outdoor landscaping
plant. Landscape designers and home
gardeners favor substituting less de­
sirable planting material when plan­
ning a garden. It is this failure to
consider the merits and the advan­
tages of growing camellias outdoors
that is unwarranted. The public is
not aware, nor does it realize, that
these unique camellia species and
new hybrids will give excellent de­
sign qualities and year round beauty
to any home garden. Hybridizers and
nurserymen need to publicize and to
promote the advantages of these new
improved camellia varieties. These
camellias provide fragrant flowers,
new colors, and different leaf form
and plant structure. I once heard a

~1r. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Nathan
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde X. Copeland
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hoover
~1r. and Mrs. W. F. Mann
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Evans
Mrs. Clement Moss
Dr. and Mrs. Peter DisScIafani
\lrs. T. J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer C. Walden
Judge and Mrs. Sherrill Halbert
Mr. and Mrs. Henry S. Stone
Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Abendroth
Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Marbury
Mr and Mrs. G. Stuart Watson
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Hickson

Mrs. D. M. Jarrell, Memphis, TX (Mother
of Mrs. E. L. [June] Atkins, Shalimar,
FL)

Mr. and Mrs. G. Ernest Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Brown
Col. and Mrs. Edwin L. Adkins
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Cooper and Family

Mr. Virgil G. Lancaster, Jacksonville, FL
Camellia Society of North Florida
Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Boll
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan J. Mitchell

Mrs. Estelle Stevens Mason
Mrs. William Parks Stevens

Mr. Flewellen Miller
Mrs. William Parks Stevens

Mrs. Harry F. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Kermit E. Agee

Mrs. Mamie Adams Murray
Mrs. William Parks Stevens
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]aponica Camellias:
Slow spreading growth:

'Elegans Champagne' 1975
Vigorous spreading growth:

'Feathery Touch' 1971
Vigorous compact upright growth:

'Swan Lake' (Jap) 1971
'Silver Cloud' 1980

Medium open upright growth:
'Grace Albritton' 1970
'Frost Queen' 1971
'Raspberry Ice' 1979
'Pink Jade' 1979
'Eleanor Waltz' 1980

Vigorous bushy upright growth:
'Fawan' .. . 1973
'Desire' 1977

Vigorous compact upright growth:
'Nuccio's Pearl' 1977
'Katie' 1979

Vigorous upright growth:
'Tama-No-Ura' 1978

Higo Camellias:
Comparatively dwarf growth habit:

'Nioi-Fubuki' (fragrant)
'Kumagai Nagoya'

Species:
Kissi 1820
Tsaii 1838
Fratema 1862
Lutchuensis 1900
Granthamiana 1965
"Chrysantha 1980
Rusticana--'Botan-Yuki'
Sasanqua--'Bonanza', 'Hugh Evans'
Vemalis-'Hiryu', 'Egao', 'Shibori Egao'

Variegated Leaf Forms:
Pink sport of 'Yirgella'
'Fukurin-Ikky'
'Kawae'
(and many others)

Basically, every homesite is ori­
ented to the four compass points.
Therefore, it is just as easy to design
a house plan to provide the vista and
habitat for a camellia garden. In
colder climates, an atrium could pro­
vide an ideal spot to grow camellias.
The plantings of trees, shrubs, the
addition of soil amendments, and the
use of simple garden shelters will pro­
vide the necessary micro-climate to
grow camellias outdoors. It is not
necessary that the garden of an avid
camellia grower look like a miniature
nursery with rows and rows of five
gallon containers.

Climatic conditions are ideal about
once every five years. These condi-

" Seeds only of this species came to U. S.
in 1980. No history of plants growing out­
side; none have as yet bloomed in this
country. It is a yellow flower described in
previous ACS publications.

tians will then produce a garden that
will be a horticultural delight. Every
flowering annual, bulb, tree, and
shrub that is planted in the fall will
bloom simultaneously. The garden
will be picture-perfect. Camellias on
the other hand, with their annual
show of beautiful and abundant
bloom, very rarely disappoint the
gardener.

We started our camellia garden in
Modesto thirty-one years ago. The
house faces west; the driveway is to
the south; the neighbors are to the
north. The largest land area is to the
east. The ranch style house has three
foot wide eaves. We had enjoyed
camellias, azaleas, and rhododen­
drons in our bay area home and
wanted to continue raising them. We
noticed that some of the older homes
in this city had large camellias that
were doing very well planted on the
north and east exposures. These ca­
mellias were planted around the turn
of the century. The local nurseryman
said we were just a might crazy to
try to grow them all here. But, he
offered the usual red, white, and pink
selection of 'Professor Charles S. Sar­
gent', 'Kumasaka', 'Blood of China',
'Lady Clare', 'Mathotiana', and 'Fin­
landia'. These camellia trees are now
above the roof line. Every year, arm­
loads of blooms are pruned from
these trees as gift bouquets. To pro­
tect these camellias from the north
wind and to screen out the neighbors
driveway, Akebono cherry, Blireiana
plum, and tri-colored beech trees
were planted along the property
fence line. To the west, Modesto ash,
pin oak, red oak, and ginkgo trees
make a filtered canopy for the Japan­
ese red maples and azaleas. To the
south, a variety of dwarf citrus pro­
vide the shade. To the east, beyond
the lawn and the roses, are planted
more C. japonica, Species, C. reticu­
lata, and Hybrid camellias. These
camellias are sheltered by Japanese
green maples I raised from seed.

The new hybrids and species ca­
mellias are planted both in the
ground and in containers. This group
of camellias much prefer being
planted in the ground. It is possible

to produce a succession of prize win­
ning blooms and a wonderful show
stopping mass of color year after
year with very little effort and main­
tenance.

I enjoy the species camellias; es­
pecially, the delicate beauty and fra­
grance of C. lutchuensis; the charm
of C. tsaii; the floral sprays of C. fra­
terna; the grandeur of C. grantha­
miana; and the variegated foliage of
C. yirgella. All of these camellias
make ideal garden design material.

For a dramatic impact, nothing
can outdo a planting of white camel­
lia cultivars. A careful selection of
white camellia varieties can extend
this joy from November to May.'"

If I had planting room for only six
camellias, I would be tempted to
select only one variety, 'Elegans
Champagne'. Its lovely pale cream
flowers and excellent plant growth
make it an outstanding camellia.

'Tulip Time', that perky charming
fragrant single, is also a must camel­
lia. It can be used in so many ways,
as a ground cover, a covering vine
for a shaded arbor, or as a hanging
basket specimen.

A very secluded private garden
will include 'Angel Wings'. Used as
a formal tree standard in combina­
tion with a mass planting of 'Angel
Wings' in its regular form is truly a
beautiful sight.

My very special outdoor planting
of camellias would be an all fragrant
camellia garden. I would locate this
garden in a patio near one's living
quarters. The use of fragrant camel­
lia varieties would provide enjoyment
of fragrance throughout the long ca­
mellia blooming season.

Very little comment has been made
about night lighting a camellia gar­
den. Surely, the inclusion of illu­
mination to highlight both the camel­
lia plant, as well as the bloom, would
be an addition to any garden. Lovely
old stone Japanese lanterns or mod~

ern electric fixtures would serve to
enhance our joy of camellias grown
outdoors.

"See "In Defense of the White Camel­
lia" Barbara Butler, ACS Yearbook, 1979,
pp. 177-179.
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SOUTHERN
BURNER CO.

9JepeHdadte
GREENHOUSE HEATERS

MODEL C-I
with open

flame
adds C02

to greenhouse.

Reliable heaters for almost a half century for any type green­
house. More heat for less fuel cost on natural or LP gas. Auto­
matic or manual operation.

Low temp (35-70\ controls available on request for
Camellia growers

For literature, prices, dealer names, write or call (405) 224-5000

CHICKASHA, OKLA. 73018BOX 885

ALABAMA
Mr. and Mrs. Don

Stephenson
1601 Haisten Drive
Dothan, AL 36301
Mr. Mike Ballard
313 West Byron Avenue
Mobile, AL 36609

ARIZONA
Max Schlissel
346 W. Maryland Ave.
Phoenix, A2 85013

ARKANSAS
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Deere
1740 Woodcliff
Camden, AR 71701
Twentieth Century

Gardens
Div. of ABCO

Industries
402-E ABT Center
Hot Springs, AR 71901

CALIFORNIA
Miss lIene Schelcher
1625-12th Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95818
George Boryan
2808 Via Carmen
San Jose, CA 95124

FLORIDA
Linda F. Carleton
P.O. Box 13733
Gainesville, FL 32604
Mr. Buford Selman
P.O. Box 326
Madison, FL 32340
Mr. Richard E. Eyestone
Rt. 1, Box 678
Santa Rosa Beach, FL

32459
Mr. Stacy W. Goins
9904 Pawnee Street
Tampa, FL 33617

GEORGIA
Charles O. Jones
1604 Gary Avenue
Albany, GA 31707
Mr. Lucius L. McCleskey
1217 Elm Avenue
Americus, GA 31709
Mr. G. L. Upchurch L
P.O.Box 5058
Athens, GA 30604
Mr. C. Warren

Thompson
702 Forrest Drive
Fort Valley, GA 31030
Dr. C. Mark

Whitehead, Jr.
849 Lakewood Drive
LaGrange, GA 30240
George C. and Louise

F. Gerbing
Route 1, Box 87
Millwood, GA 31552
Mr. Robert B. DeMarco
Route 3, Box 276-A
Helen Lane
Stockbridge, GA 30281

ILLINOIS
Garfield Park Conservatory
300 North Central Park

Blvd.
Chicago, lL 60624

New
Members

New Sustaining Members
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen

McKee
P.O. Box 482
Avondale, PA 19311

(EDITOR'S NOTE: For some additional
reading see:

1. "Sasanqua-The Step Child Camellia",
David L. Feathers, ACS Yearbook,
1976.

2. "Sasanquas Are Exciting Landscape
Shrubs", Helen Brown, ACS Journal,
Nov. 1980.

3. Several articles on winter and cold
hardy camellias in ACS Yearbook, 1977.

4. "Camellia Species for the Garden",
Leslie Riggal, ACS Yearbook, 1975.

5. "The ABC's of Camellia Growing",
Rex Murfitt, ACS Yearbook, 1975.

6. "Some Good and Bad Garden Camel­
lias", Leslie Riggal, ACS Yearbook­
Vol. II, 1974.

7. "Growing Camellias Out of Doors in
Southern Connecticut", Denver C.
Warner, ACS Yearbook, 1973.

8. "Camellias in the Northeast", Walter
H. Burden, Jr., ACS Yearbook-Vol.
II, 1974.

9. "Establishing Camellias and Maintain­
ing Camellias in Western North Caro­
lina", Robert E. Shull, ACS Yearbook­
Vol. II, 1974.

10. "The Camellia Collection at Barnard's
Inn Farm and How It Came to Be",
Mrs. Julian W. Hill, ACS Yearbook,
1979.

11. "Effects of Drought in Summer and
Cold in Winter on Camellias", Dr.
James A. Smart, ACS Yearbook, 1979.

12. "Camellias, Planting and Care", Dr.
Raymond L. Self and Dr. Ronald L.
Shumack, ACS Yearbook, 1980.

13. "Landscaping with Camellias and Their
Semi-Shade Loving Companions," F.
(Rudy) Moore, ACS Yearbook, 1980.

14. "The Yellow Camellia Story-An Yun­
nan Report of Camellias", Dr. Takasi
Tuyama, ACS Yearbook, 1980.

15. The Camellia, Its History, Culture,
Genetics and a Look Into Its Future,
David L. Feathers and Milton H.
Brown. This comprehensive book cov­
ers all aspects of camellias. Still avail­
able from ACS, P. O. Box 1217, Fort
Valley, GA 31030 for only $12.50
postpaid in U.S. or U.S.$14.00 post­
paid in overseas countries. There are
476 pages of text and 25 pages of color
pictures and many black-and-white
pictures and drawings.

---ACS---

TENNESSEE
NEW JERSEY Mrs. Kimberly Highfield

Mr. Anthony Jeavettorea 908 Dunlap Avenue
114 Day Street Chattanooga, TN 37412

LOUISIANA
Mr. B. B. Taylor, Jr.
P.O. Box 2471
Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Mr. and Mrs. W. Mims

Hyatt
913 16th Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Mr. Curtis G. Buck
838 Mandeville Street
New Orleans, LA 70717
Jasper K. and

Mildred F. Smith
770 Thora Blvd.
Shreveport, LA 71106

MASSACHUSETTS
Mr. Anthony J.

Arakelian
Dexter Cottage, Bull

Hill Rd.
Box 191

Lancaster, MA 01523
H. W. Cloutier
8 Cleghorn Lane
North Tewksbury, MA

01876

MISSISSIPPI
Louis H. Magee II
Bog-ue Chitto Woods
Tylertown, MS 39667
Dianne Campbell
7266 Black Oak Drive
Walls, MS 38680

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Nancy K. Leonard
10 Meserve Road
Durham, NH 03824

South Plainfield, NJ
07080

NEW YORK
Mr. George D. O'Neill
Sunset Road
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
Warner W. Schultz
1155 Rosemont Avenue
Schenectady, NY 12309

SOUTH CAROLINA
Michael D. O'Cain, DVM.
P.O.Box 1533
328 Russell St., N.W.
Orangeburg, SC 29115

TEXAS
Mr. Robert B. Parks
405 \V. Elsmere
San Antonio TX 78212

VIRGINIA
Capt. and Mrs. Douglas

M. Simon
508 Fairfax Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23507

AUSTRALIA
Mr. Charles Cowell
Cowell's Fuchsia Nursery
Terry Road off

W erom bi Road
Camden, N.S.W.,

Australia 2570
Dr. Peter Cohen
Hyfield House
30 President Avenue
Caringbah, N.S.W.,

Australia 2229

Mr. Allan Smith
15 Highfield Parade
Highfields
Newcastle, N.S.W.,

Australia 2289
Bruce H. Smith
'/0 B. O. Smith & Son
68 Pitt Street
Sydney, N.S.W.,
Australia 2000

cmNA
Xia Zhen-kuang
5 Lane 34, Gae You

Road
Shanghai
Peoples Republic of

China

JAPAN
Mr. Coro Iimure
1-13 3-chome kouyama

Nerima-ku Tokyo
Japan T 176

NEW ZEALAND
Duncan and Davies
P.O. Box 340
New Plymouth
New Zealand

SPAIN
Dilagro
S. A. Libreria-Editorial
Departmento de

Suscripciones
Comercio 40, Lerida,

Spain

UNITED KINGDOM
Desmond Mansel
Meadow Cottage Nursery
Chelwood Gate
East Sussex, England
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'NANCY REAGAN'
This \o,-ely porcelain Cf'tation of the 'Nancy Reagan' camellia W'll$ made by the Edward Mar­

shall Boehm Studios. The first of this limited edition porcelain camellia was presented to Mrs. Reagan
while she was in California recently.

The C. reticulata hybrid chance seedling, ACS Reg. No. 1721. was originated by Willard F.
Goertz from San Marino, CA and is being propagated by Nuccio's Nurseries for release in 1982-63.
It is a very large, medium rose pink, scmidoublc and first bloomed in 1975 as an ll-year.old seed­
ling. After admiring the lovely blooms for a few years, Bill Goertz decided to name it 'Nancy Reagan'
after having obtained her permission through a mutual friend to name the flower for her. This
lovely porcelain camellia can be purchased from nne shops throughout the country that sell Boehm
porcelains. We have been informed that Mrs. Boehm will make 1I generous contribution of one of
these porcelain camellias to the ACS oolledion.



Jonrnal
WORLD'S LARCEST PUBLICATIO." DEVOTED TO THE CEfI.'US CAMELLIA

Volume 36 Number .. No~mber. 1981

'RACHEL TARrY'
ACS Reg. No. 1717

This chance )apontca seedling blooms 4J' to 5" in diameter and 3- high when treated.
The color of this medium to large Bower is white. shaded to blush pink with occasional red
lines or dashes. The 35 to 40 petals are wavy, conca\'ed with rofIIed edges. Tbere are many
yeUow stamens interspersed with wavy crinkled petals and pelaloids. The long lasting blooms
ha\'e excellent texture. A very earl)' blooming Rower especially when treated. This seedling
was originated by Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Abendroth and is named for their six year old grand­
daughter, Rachel Abendroth Tarpy, and was photographed by Mr. Norman Parker.

This unusual caffil.'lIia formation and color first bloom«1 in 1976 and has won Best Seed­
ling every time it has been exhibited. It has won four Highly Commended Treated Seedling
Certificates, one of which was at the 1980 fall Meeting of the ACS at Charleston. South
Carolina.

Procccm from the sflle of scions fllld plflnt.' fire to be dflna/cd 50 percent to ACS and 50
percent to SlmwefUJTt Cflme/[ia Society. Scions nrc available for 85.00 each and a limited
number of one ye;lr grafts on good understock for 835.00 each. Scions will be mailed but
plants will have to be picked up in Shreveport. Make checks payable to G. f. Abendroth,
335 Millicent Way, Shreveport, LA 71106.
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