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Introduction

With the retirement of Dr. Phillip Cribb, who
conceived and established the Orchid Research
Newsletter, Dr. Dave Roberts and | will continue his
legacy, that is, if you the reader want us to do so (see
below). Phil founded the ORN in 1983, first published
solely as hard-copy and mailed out to well over 100
orchid scientists around the world to keep them abreast
of new names, new books, new references, upcoming
conferences, and each other's research. Phillip's late,
older brother Steve, who was confined to a wheelchair
because of polio, often designed humorous covers for
the ORN electronically with only a few fingers. Steve's
determination to live his life in the most fulfilling way
possible, including his campaign to install facilities for
the handicapped on British transport, was an inspiration
to all and especially to Phil.

Phil, too, is an inspiration to three generations of
orchid scientists. He was the Deputy Keeper of the
Herbarium, leader of Kew’s Orchid Team, and took an
active role in redefining our concepts of orchid taxa at
all ranks. At the same time he produced 400
publications, many of them these floras or monographs
or historical works that will outlast most of us, perhaps
all of us. He chaired the Orchid Specialist Group of the
SSC (IUCN) from 1997 though 2005. His medals
would light up a Christmas tree -- Westonbirt Medal
from the Royal Horticultural Society, Gold Medal of
Achievement from the American Orchid Society, Gold
Medal from the Orchid Society of South-East Asia,
Meritorious Service Medal from the Orchid Digest
Foundation, and just this month the prestigious Veitch
Memorial Medal from the Royal Horticultural Society.

His research continues apace, and in fact he now enjoys
being able to devote more time to it. A second edition
of his monograph of Cymbidium is due out soon.
Other projects nearing completion are Tropical
American Slipper Orchids, The Orchid Paintings of
Friedrich Lehmann, and Orchids of Tonga, Niue & the
Cook Islands. And, of course, he continues as co-
editor and contributor in the Genera Orchidacearum
series.

On behalf of all who have known Phil, studied with
him, read his books, or benefited in so many ways
from his work through the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, Dave Roberts and I would like to thank him here
for devoting his life to orchids and orchid scientists,
not to mention devoting 32 years to RBG Kew. We
find solace in knowing that he's still active here at
RBG Kew and available to solve our problems!

Alec Pridgeon
Future of ORN

With new orchid names now available on the IPNI
website (see below), the need for a separate Orchid
Research Newsletter, which is now entirely electronic,
is being reconsidered. If you find the content of the
ORN such as new references worthwhile and you
consult it at least once a year, please send an e-mail to
Alec Pridgeon (a.pridgeon@kew.org) to that effect.
Our web team will also be monitoring "hits" to this
site to gauge its popularity. If enough response is
generated, we will continue to post issues here semi-
annually. If not, this must be the last issue, ending 24
years of continuous publication.

Upcoming Conferences

Next year holds in store at least three conferences of
note, so begin planning now. First up, the Third
International Orchid Conservation Congress in
conjunction with the Second International Conference
on Neotropical Orchidology will be held in San José,
Costa Rica, on 19-24 March 2007. It will be preceded
by the Costa Rican National Orchid Show, 15-18
March. Carlos Ossenbach, Wilella Stimmell, Jorge
Warner, and Franco Pupulin will, as always, provide a
superb program and gala dinner with fabulous tours to
Jardin Botéanico Lankester and Tapanti National Park.
More information is available at
www.jardinbotanicolankester.org/ing/congress.html.

On 31 October and 1 November 2007, an orchid
conference with leading systematists from around the
world will be held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew,
in association with the year-long celebration of the
Linnean Tercentenary. Details will soon be posted on
the RBG Kew website (www.rbgkew.org.uk) and also
the Linnean Society of London website
(www.linnean.org).

Finally, on the heels of a most successful First
Scientific Conference in Gualaceo, Ecuador, the Second
Scientific Conference on Andean Orchids will convene
in Loja, Ecuador, at the Universidad Técnica Particular
de Loja (UTPL) on15-17 November 2007. The
university has a state-of-the-art convention center that
can seat 800, with three huge video screens and a
professional sound system. Part of the hall will be
sectioned off with a modular wall for a poster session,
too. Preceding the conference, an international orchid
show promises 1000 species in flower! Pre-conference
and post-conference tours throughout mainland Ecuador
with Ecuagenera are also planned. Further information
will be placed online at both www.utpl.edu.ec and
wWww.ecuagenera.com. For the time being, reserve all
these dates on your calendar.




Recent Orchid Nomenclature

New orchid names added since 30 November 2005 may
now be accessed on the IPNI website
(www.ipni.org/ipni/plantsearch?request_type=search&o
utput_format=query&ret_defaults=on). Click on
"Show additional search items" on the right-hand side
of the screen (Figure 1). After the search page appears
(Figure 2), type in Orchidaceae under family name and
(for example) 2005-11-30 under "Record date™ and
"Added since.” This will pull up a list of all names
added to the IPNI database since 30 November 2005.

Recent Literature

We are grateful to Ann McNeil, compiler of the Kew
Record of Taxonomic Literature, and to Anna Lynch
and Margaret Ramsay for drawing our attention to the
following publications from 1 January to 1 June 2006.
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