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Editorial

People often ask me: What is your favourite orchid? The short answer is that I don’t have one.
That is not because I find all orchids equally interesting or attractive. The problem is that I
don’t know how to define ‘favourite orchid’. With favourite food or favourite music, you can
say that this is something you like to eat or to listen to the most, but what do you do with a
favourite orchid? Is it the one you would like to look at the longest, or the one you would like
to grow yourself if you were allowed to have only one species, or the one you would like to
see in the wild above all others? Or even, the one orchid you would want to save from extinction
if all others had to be wiped out? I don’t think in each case I would have picked the same
species. The question is unanswerable to me.

This is not the case with a similar question that I have been asked: Which orchid that you have
described or discovered is the most special? In this case I don’t have to think long for an answer.
This is not only because of the remarkable orchid itself but also because of the circumstances
of its discovery and the memories it invokes.

It is April 1995, and I am visiting an old school friend, Arend de Wilde, who then lives in
Pereira, Colombia. Both of us being plant and nature lovers, we spend most of the time during
my month-long visit touring the countryside, from the glaciers of the Nevado del Ruiz at more
than 5,000 m above sea level to the sauna-like lowlands of the Choc6. The flora of Colombia
is the richest and most colourful I have ever seen, and all the butterflies and hummingbirds
make it an even better experience. Unfortunately, Colombia is at this time a dangerous country
to visit. The infamous drug lord Pablo Escobar had been eliminated less than two years before
(we passed his hacienda during our trips), and the Cali Cartel would only be dismantled later
in 1995. Several guerrilla movements are still active. Therefore, excursions to more remote
places are preceded by a visit to the local police station, to obtain advice on the safety of the
area.

We are going to the Choc6, which means crossing the Western Andes and descending into the
lowlands. We, that is, three members of the orchid society of Pereira plus Arend de Wilde and
I, plan to reach the town of Tad6, from where we want to make some excursions looking for
orchids (of course). We have been advised that it will be safe to do so. The Chocé is one of the
wettest places on Earth, with an annual rainfall of around 10,000 mm, and not many days pass
entirely without rain. The vegetation is luxuriant and bright green, almost as if you could see
everything growing. I am taking in the tropical landscape under the thick cloudy skies when
our two cars suddenly stop. Dozens of men and a few women, all in camouflage dress, have
come out of the jungle and are blocking the road. They carry machine guns and are approaching
our cars. “Guerrillas,” Arend says. This is not supposed to happen.

The leaders of the guerrillas, unsmiling characters, talk with my companions and demand to
see our papers. These are passed around and studied carefully. Why are we here? Looking for
orquideas. Lengthy explanations and discussions follow. After half an hour we get our
documents back and the guerrilleros gesture that we should go on. We don’t need much
encouragement to do so.
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Towards the evening, we arrive in Tad6, which has a military checkpoint at the entrance to the
town. Again, my companions must explain what the hell we are doing here. Orquideas,
sergeant. I am reminded of a story I once read about botanists in the 19th century Wild West
who entered the territory of a fierce tribe of native Americans. One day, a posse of tribesmen
confronted the trespassers. The botanists tried to explain what they were doing, showing their
presses with dried plants. The Indians, as they were called at that time, concluded they were
harmless madmen and let them pass. I don’t know if this story is true, but I can imagine that
both the guerrilleros and the military thought much the same thing about us.

We find a cheap hotel in Tad6 (probably the only kind there is) and spend the night there. After
some discussion we unanimously conclude that it would be crazy to continue looking for
orchids in the Choco, and we decide to return to Pereira in the morning. There is only one
problem: we will have to use the same road as we came. Will we meet our armed friends again?

There being no other way, we drive back towards the Andes with some apprehension. At the
site where we have been stopped there is no trace of folk in camouflage gear. Instead, there is
now a burnt-out bus lying on its side next to the road. This had not been there yesterday. My
companions explain that extorting money from bus companies is one of the ways guerrilla
organisations get money. Perhaps in this case the bus company hadn’t paid enough.
Fortunately, it seems that the passengers had not been harmed.

Still, we all think it is a shame to be in this botanical paradise and not to have looked for orchids
even once. So, after a while, in the foothills of the Andes, we park our cars and look around in
the nearby rain-soaked forest, making as little noise as possible, as we don’t want to attract
more unwelcome attention. We are at only 500 m, but the forest is so humid that it looks as if
we are at a much higher elevation. Arend spots a poison dart frog and we see several orchids,
mainly on fallen branches. Then I notice it. There is a mossy branch lying on the forest floor
with several small pleurothallid orchids on it. There is also a small, round, red-brown
mushroom poking out from the side. No, it’s not a mushroom, it’s a flower, an orchid. Is it
perhaps a very small Telipogon (the only orchid I know that has such round flowers)? No, the
plant is entirely different. It’s a Lepanthes, but unlike any I have seen before.

We take the branch back to Pereira and add it to the small orchid collection that Arend is
keeping there. I make an analysis of the flower and Arend looks after the plant until another
bud has opened to be able to conserve an entire flowering specimen in alcohol for the herbarium
(this is after I left Colombia).

As Lepanthes is a huge genus, it took me quite some time to establish that the species we had
found under such scary circumstances was undescribed. Arend had found it before, but at a
higher elevation (1200 m) and with buds that never properly opened afterwards, so our find
was the first useful material. We described it the following year in the Colombian journal
Orquideologia as Lepanthes telipogoniflora Schuit. & A. de Wilde. This species is now widely
cultivated and is probably one of the two or three most popular Lepanthes species, out of some
1,200. And this is the orchid that I consider the most special one that I have described. Now
you know why.



Lepanthes telipogoniflora. Left: As first discovered at the type locality; Right: A different
specimen in cultivation. Photos André Schuiteman

Reference

Schuiteman, A. and De Wilde, A. 1996. Lepanthes telipogoniflora, a new, extraordinary
species from Colombia. Orguideologia 20: 27-32 [I’d like to take the opportunity to correct
some printing errors: the petals are not 11 mm wide and 7 mm long, as stated in the description,
but 2.6 mm wide and 1.5 mm long].

André Schuiteman
a.schuiteman@kew.org
Kew

Please click here for the Repository of past issues of the Orchid Research Newsletter,
starting with issue 39 (2002).
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Upcoming Conferences

We welcome any news about future orchid conferences for promotion here. Please send details to the editor as far
in advance of the event as possible, remembering that the Orchid Research Newsletter is published only in January
and July of each year.

aroc bo

The 2025 Asia Pacific Orchid Conference and Taiwan International Orchid Show
(APOC/TIOS 2025) will be held in the Taiwan Orchid Technology Park, Tainan City, from 7
to 23 March. The associated conference is scheduled for 8 to 10 March. Please see the website
for more information.

Jobs

We will be happy to announce job opportunities, provided they explicitly involve orchid research or conservation.
Please send details to the editor.

Funding Opportunities
We will be happy to announce funding opportunities, provided they explicitly involve orchid research or
conservation. Please send details to the editor.

The American Orchid Society is soliciting grant proposals for orchid research. Deadline is 1
March of each year. For application instructions see http://www.aos.org/about-us/orchid-
research/application-guidelines.aspx

News from Correspondents

Please submit any news about recently completed research, future research plans and needs, change of address,
upcoming or recent fieldwork, etc. to the editor. Graduate students are especially encouraged to share the subjects
of their thesis or dissertation with the international community.
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Review

Kreutz, C.A.J. 2024. Guide to the Orchids of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East.
Kreutz Publications, Eys, The Netherlands. Pp. 1200, numerous colour photographs. ISBN
978-90-831411-2-1. NUR 428. Price £ 42.50.

Over the past few years, Karel Kreutz
has published a series of finely
illustrated and immensely useful
- books on European, Middle Eastern
and North African orchids. In these,
his photographs are of a uniformly
superb quality and the distribution
maps, ecological notes and other
information have proved invaluable
for the many orchid enthusiasts who
have followed in his footsteps to
orchid-rich localities across the
region. In addition to several already
published country and regional orchid
floras, he is preparing a six-volume
¢ account of the orchids of the same
region. The present book provides
g much of the same information in a
“& condensed, single, albeit large (1200
48 pages) and heavy volume (3 kg). It is,
despite its format, not a practical field
guide for most users.

The introductory chapters cover
orchid biology, floral morphology,
hybrids, taxonomy and nomenclature
and references. It would be fair to say

5 " that the author favours a very narrow
species concept, resulting in a number of his species being difficult to distinguish from their
close allies. Genetic studies in recent years suggest that many of these taxa are genetically
indistinguishable from closely related ones, leading to many authorities adopting a broader
species concept than used here. Of course, current DNA analysis is improving rapidly and it is
possible that distinctions between, for example, the many close allies of Ophrys sphegodes or
O. holosericea will be found in future. However, to date that is not true.

;  C.A.J. KREUTZ

The main text provides an introduction to each genus. Some of the genera the author has
recognised here are traditional ones that have, in recent years, been subsumed into larger
genera, changes that have been recognised by most specialists since they are supported by
genetic as well as morphological information. Thus, Aceras (now in Orchis), Listera (now in
Neottia), Nigritella (now in Gymnadenia), and Coeloglossum (now in Dactylorhiza) will be
found here. However, the recognition of segregates of Orchis and Anacamptis (Anteriorchis,
Paludorchis, Herorchis, Vermeulenia) and of Neotinea (Odontorchis) have not been widely
accepted. Based upon genetic data, these very narrow concepts seem to me best recognised at
sectional level within more broadly defined genera.



Following each genus account, the species are treated in a morphological arrangement, often
within named but informal alliances, each species being given a page, including photographs
of habit and flowers or up to three different flowers to accompany a text covering nomenclature,
type citation, etymology, description, flowering time, habitat, elevation, distribution (by
country, region or island), and remarks on distinguishing features and conservation status.
Again, I will emphasise the quality of the photography and the text are extremely helpful for
identification purposes. However, even with this help, I have found the identification of many
species here, particularly in Ophrys, Epipactis and Dactylorhiza, a real problem. Some of his
species cannot be distinguished from the photos. Take, as one example, Ophrys sicula, O.
galilaea, O. corsica, O. transadriatica, O. phryganae and O. cynthia on consecutive pages.
They show minor variations on a theme and can only really be distinguished using locality
information. Another example is provided by the opposite plates of Ophrys lutea and O. glabra
which cannot be distinguished from each other. I could provide many other examples. In many
cases, infraspecific taxa have, to my mind, been raised to specific rank without due cause.
Readers will be amazed to find 494 species of Ophrys described and illustrated here. In my
opinion, it is taxonomic inflation that more resembles stamp-collecting than science: the
difference between looking for differences and looking for patterns.

The most significant information not included here are the distribution maps that the author
will provide in his larger six-volume work. An explanation is provided in the sensible
observation that on smaller maps much of the detail would be absent or obscure, a perfectly
valid observation. In their place, he provides geographical indications by country, province
and/or island.

A number of nomenclatural and taxonomic changes have been included here. Nineteen new
taxa have been established, seventeen of which are at species rank (in Cephalanthera,
Dactylorhiza, Epipactis, Ophrys and Serapias); three new names have replaced invalid epithets
and 38 new combinations have been made in Anacamptis, Androrchis, Dactylorhiza and
Epipactis, respectively.

Despite my taxonomic reservations, this detailed account of the orchid flora of Europe, the
Middle East and North Africa will surely be enthusiastically received by the growing number
of orchid enthusiasts who travel hopefully in the search of some of our most intriguing and
beautiful flowers. It will also provide them with endless hours of discussion and dispute about
what they have seen in their travels. My congratulations to the author on a magnificently
produced book, a labour of love for a family of plants that continues to delight its many
adherents.

Phillip Cribb
Kew



Recent Orchid Nomenclature

New orchid names may be retrieved from the IPNI website: https://www.ipni.org/. Click on
“Advanced search”; after the search page appears, type in Orchidaceae under family name
and select a date in “Recorded after”. This will pull up a list of all orchid names added to the
IPNI database since that date. Also be sure to check the Plants of the World Online website
(https://powo.science.kew.org/) which provides more information with added synonymy, maps
and illustrations.

Recent Literature

If you are aware of any relevant and recent citations that should have been listed here or in the
previous issues, please send them to the editor for publication in the next issue (July 2025).
Book citations should include author(s), year of publication, title, publisher, and place of
publication (in that order). Journal titles should be spelled out in full.

Anatomy and morphology
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