
Instructions to authors
1.	 Papers are published in the Bulletin de la 

Société des naturalistes luxembourgeois 
according to the online first system, which 
guarantees authors a publication of their 
work as soon as possible after acceptance 
of the manuscript. After submission of the 
revised manuscript, acceptance and layout, 
the article is published online via the SNL 
website (www.snl.lu) with the date of publi-
cation, the volume number and pagination. 
Online first articles appear in their final form. 
Therefore, papers cannot be changed or with-
drawn after electronic publication. At the end 
of each year, articles published online during 
that year will be compiled into a volume to be 
printed and sent to the members of the Soci-
ety. Manuscripts submitted by February 1 of 
each year at the latest are given priority and 
the editorial committee undertakes, subject 
to the acceptance of the manuscripts, to pub-
lish them online during the same year and 
therefore also in the volume printed at the 
end of the year. Manuscripts received after 
this date are treated the same, but no commit-
ment can be made to their publication before 
the end of that year. For questions of priority 
and taxonomic nomenclature, the valid date 
of publication is that of online publication.

2.	 The Bulletin de la Société des naturalistes 
luxembourgeois is published under the Crea-
tive Commons Attribution ShareAlike 4.0 
licence. In short: text and illustrations may 
be reused freely by third parties under the 
following conditions: authors must be duly 
credited for their work; the reused items must 
be released under the same CC-licence as the 
original.

3.	 Manuscripts are sent to the SNL President at 
bulletin@snl.lu, preferably as a single com-
pressed ZIP file including the elements of the 
manuscript (text, tables and figures). The file 
is named after the name of the first author: 
‘NAME_FirstName.zip’. If the compressed 
file is too large (> 10 MB) for being attached 
to an email, it should be send to bulletin@
snl.lu via a special online service for sending 
large files. Manuscripts that do not respect 
the Instructions to authors will not be con-
sidered. It is strongly recommended that 
authors have their manuscript proofread by 
a specialist in the subject concerned before 
submitting it to the SNL. Each manuscript 
will be sent to two referees. Articles should 
not exceed 20 printed pages in final print; for 
longer articles, the editorial board decides on 

their acceptance. Manuscripts can be writ-
ten in English, French or German. Authors 
are invited to indicate their ORCID digital 
identifier, in addition to their postal and elec-
tronic (email) addresses.

4.	 The files submitted are: a single DOCX text 
file including the manuscript, tables, and cap-
tions of figures and tables; one file per figure, 
called Fig. 1, Fig. 2, etc. Photos or photo-
graphic plates will have a resolution of at least 
300 dpi and must be saved as TIF files (JPG 
and PNG files are also accepted if saved at 
low compression, ensuring maximum qual-
ity); drawings scanned at a resolution of at 
least 600 dpi are also saved as TIF files. Charts 
prepared in Excel are submitted as XLSX files. 
All other vector graphics are saved as EPS 
files (PDF files are also accepted).

5.	 Manuscripts should be structured as ‘Introduc-
tion’, ‘Material and methods’, ‘Results’, ‘Discus-
sion’, ‘Acknowledgments’, ‘References’. These 
sections and also the sub-sections are num-
bered, except for very short articles; acknowl-
edgments and bibliographic references are 
never numbered. Scientific (Latin) names of 
genera, species, subspecies and varieties (but 
not the names of families, orders and classes, or 
phytosociological names) must be formatted in 
italics. The manuscript text does not have any 
other formatting such as underlining or bold-
face. Footnotes are not permitted.

6. 	 A single abstract, in English, is required. 
It should not contain any information not 
presented in the text itself, or references to 
other publications. If the text of the article 
is in German or French, the abstract should 
be preceded by the translation of the title in 
English.

7.	 A maximum of 8 Key words, exclusively in 
English, should be given.

8.	 All floristic and faunistic data should be 
accompanied by geographic coordinates 
(recommended systems: Gauss-Luxembourg 
or longitude/latitude).

9.	 The nomenclature used must conform to that 
of the International Codes of Nomenclature. 
Species must be indicated by their scientific 
name, possibly accompanied by their name 
in another language. A reference to the taxo-
nomic nomenclature used should be men-
tioned in the section ‘Materials and methods’. 
Scientific (Latin) names must be followed by 
the name of their author(s) where they first 
appear in the text.



10.	 Illustrations are numbered and accompa-
nied by a caption; illustrations representing 
an organism must include a scale (except 
photos taken in the field). Tables are also 
numbered; they appear below the main text 
of the MS. The text must contain a reference 
to each of the illustrations and tables (such 
as ‘Fig. 1’, ‘Table 1’ [English], ‘fig. 1’, ‘tabl. 1’ 
[French], ‘Abb. 1’, ‘Tab. 1’ [German]). Cap-
tions for illustrations and tables are pre-
sented at the very end of the manuscript. 
Illustrations can be two columns wide (12.9 
cm), one and a half (9.5 cm) or one column 
(6.2 cm). 

11.	 Publications referred to in the text are cited 
as Schmidt (1987), Smith & Weber (1978), 
Schmidt et al. (1987), (Smith & Weber 1978, 

Adam 1979) [in chronological order] or 
Schmidt (1987: 324).

12.	 The References section contains all the publi-
cations cited in the text. References are given 
as follows (examples):

Howard, R. J. & M. A. Ferrari, 1989. Role 
of melanin in appressorium function. 
Experimental Mycology 13: 403–418.

Bourelly, P., 1970. Freshwater algae. Boubée 
& Cie, Paris, 569 pp.

Tibell, L., 1981. Calicium. In: Bestimmungs-
schlüssel europäischer Flechten, Ergän-
zungsheft II (Poelt & Vězda, eds), Biblio-
theca Lichenologica 16: 118–122.

Journal names are not abbreviated, but 
written in full. 

Authors should always check the latest version of the Instructions to authors on www.snl.lu.
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