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by buyers, and command far higher prices than the qualities known as
“unwashed,” it is obvious that the planters in their own interests
should endeavour to market their crops in the former condition. It
sending over parchment coffee, great care should be taken to have it
thoroughly dried before shipment, as to a very great extent, this affects
the market value. If not sufliciently dried, the parchment becomes
more or less musty in transit, and colour deteriorates, thus seriously
affecting its selling value, and from the fact that the outer layer of
coffee in the bags dries on the voyage to a greater extent than the bulk
in the centre, it is impossible for us when we dry it here before husking
to obtain an even result. In addition to this, freight and charges have
to be paid on extra weight, which is an absolute loss ; and we may
mention, that we have received parcels in a damp state, which show a
loss of 20 per cent. after drying, exclusive of the loss in weight naturally
caused by the removal of the parchment. It will thus be seen that the
parchment should be dried thoroughly, especially as extra charges are
incurred for drying here. On the other hand, care must be taken not
to overdry the coffee, as that impairs the colour to some extent. The
advantages to be derived by planters in forwarding their coffee in
parchment are several. The parchment covering acts as a great pro-
tection to the bean while in transit, from all the deleterious influences to
which it is necessarily subjected while in the close hold of steamers, on
quays, &c.; and, above all, it presérves the colour. This is probably
the most important of all, as the finer the colour of the coffee, the higher
is the price paid by buyers; and it has been abundantly proved that
coflee husked here, fetches prices higher by several shillings a hundred-
weight than the same coffec when cleaned abroad. Planters are also
enabled to market their crop probably several weeks earlier, than if they
did it themselves, and a matcrial saving of labour is effected in districts
where it is scarce.

CCCX.—CANARY ROSEWO0ODS.

(Convolvulus floridus, L.  Convolvulus scoparius, L.)

One of the most interesting and striking plants in the Canaries is a
shrubby convolvulus, known locally as Guadil. This was in flower in
the neighbourhood of Orotova in the month of March last. Tt appears
to be little known under cultivation in European gardens, although a
single specimen existsin the collection of Mr. Thomas Hanbury, F.L.S.,
at La Mortola. This, together with a closely allied species to be
presently described, is sometimes known as rose-root, and is said to
yield oil of roses. The Guadil (Convolvulus floridus, 1..) is, however,
more interesting as an ornamental flowering shrub than for any economic
purposes to which, at one time, it may have been applied. It belongs,
as already mentioned, to the Bind-weed order ( Convolvulacee),although
nothing can be less like a convolvulus in habit, and is one of the com-
paratively few examples of this order (containing the jalap plant, the
sweet potato, the scammony, and the showy ipomzas) possessing an
upright stem and a tree-like habit. It may be described as a compact
shrub from four to six feet in height, with a stout woody stem and
numerous branches. The branches, especially in the young state, are
white powdered, as also are the abundant linear undulate leaves. The
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latter are about three or four inches long, attenuated towards the petiole
with rounded and somewhat emarginate tips. The flowers are abun-
dantly produced in large loose terminal panicles. The sepals are
ovate acuminate about two lines long. The corolla is about one-half to
three-quarters of an inch in diameter, and pure white. The capsule is
conical, and slightly villose at the apex. It is somewhat remarkable
that so striking a plant has been figured but once, and that nearly one
hundred years ago.

In Jacquin’s Icones Plantarum Rariorum, t. 34, there is a long
branch shown with' the leaves clustered together at the apex and a few
large flowers. This is scarcely characteristic of the habit of the plant,
and the flowers are too large. When in flower the plant appears as if
covered with newly fallen snow. It is one of the few native plants
which awakens the enthusiasm of local residents at Teneriffe. As in
other parts of the world these usually strive to grow unsuitable
introduced plants and to neglect the many beautiful objects so well
adapted to their soil and climate. According to Dr. Perez the Gaudil
was an object of high regard by the Guanches, the aboriginal race of
the island. This can well be understood, for when in flower it is one of
the brightest and most attractive objects in the Teneriffe landscape.
The pale powdered: green of the leaves forms an excellent background
for the masses of pure white flowers. The only pity is it is so rarely
seen. In the search for rose-roots for export purposes this and
the allied species have been nearly exterminated in the wild state. Iu
Teneriffe it grows from sea level up to elevations of about 1,000 feet.
It evidently prefers a free porous soil and thrives in exposed situations
on rocks and slopes. A fine plant was growing on a stony mound at
the farm belonging to Dr. George Perez near Puerto Orotava, and
another was seen at the Botanic Garden near the same place. In rich
soil the plant appears to put on a looser habit, and when laden with
flowers the panicles become almost pendulous. In this country the plant
would require the protection of a greenhouse and plenty of exposure
tosun and air. During the winter, when in a dormant condition, it
would be necessary to keep it rather dry. It is readily increased by
seed, and as it is a fast grower it should flower in the second or third

ear.

Dr. Christ has published (in his Spicilegium Canariense in Engler’s
Botanische Jahrbiicher IX. p. 125), a description of a new variety of
this plant— Convolvulus floridus, var. densiflorus. The variety is
distinguished by a more compact habit, shorter and broader leaves
crowded near the ends of the branches, by a shorter panicle, and by
much more numerous but smaller flowers. The variety was found near
Ponta de Teno, Teneriffe, by Hillebrand. For cultivation in green-
houses in this country the variety with a compacter habit and more
abundant flowers may prove a very desirable plant.

The other species included in this note is the plant more correctly
known as rose-root, Lignum rhodium or rose-wood (Convolvulus
scopartus). This, as its name denotes, is a convolvulns with the habit
of the common broom. Itisan erect shrub seven to eight feet high,
with a few long narrow branches and somewhat short linear leaves.
The flowers are produced in many flowered axillary cymes. The corolla
is slightly plaited with a five-partite limb; it is tinged with red
outside and white within. This is known locally as Lefia Noel or
Lefia Loel. 1t is only rarely met with; Teneriffe specimens in the
Kew Herbarium are from Guia on the South-western slopes of the
island and from Barranco Santo. It is said to be more tommon at
Palma, but owing to the excessive digging of the roots many years ago,
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for export purposes it is restricted to very few localities. There are
several good figures of this plant. One of the best is that given in the
“ Botanical Register,” 1841, t. 43, with a description by Dr. Lindley.
This was from a plant grown at Milford near Godalming sent by
Mr. Barker Webb.

There is a single specimen of the root of Convolvulus scoparius in
the Kew Museum. It is about eight inches long, two and a half inches
wide and one inch thick. The heartwood occupies about three-fourths
of the entire diameter of the specimen, and is of a distinct orange yellow
colour, very dense, marked by closely-lying annual rings and numerous,
very fine medullary rays, the spaces between them being filled with
small, partially open vessels, The sap wood is very much lighter in
colour, and is comparatively soft and easily cut. It was sent to the
Museum by P. Barker Webb about 1850, and still retains its rose-like
smell. A sample labelled 0il of Rhodium is also in the Kew Museum,
where it has been at least 35 years and probably longer. Sir William
Hooker, in his first edition of the “ Kew Museum Guide” published in
1855, mentions a sample of oil in the Museum at that period which is
probably identical with that now existing. It is of a clear amber colour
and possesses a distinct though not a penetrating odour of roses.

In Lindley’s Flora Medica (1838), p. 400, there is the following note
on this plant :—

“Wood perfumed, smelling strongly of roses, yellowish fawn colour
veined with red, burning readily when lighted. Taste bitter, balsamic.
Yields by distillation an essential oil of bitter balsamic flavour ; little
used, exeept, according to Feé, for adulterating oil of roses.”

Appended to the deseription of Convolvulus scoparius in Edward’s
Botanical Register (1841), t. 43, Dr. Lindley states :—

“ At all events this is the plant that yields Lignum rhodium, a wood
smelling strongly of roses, yielding by distilation a bitter oil, and em-
ployed by perfumers for adulterating or altering oil of roses. The roots,
which accompany the stems, as they are imported, are said to be much
stronger scented than the stems. The old writers on drugs, misled by
the name, imagined that this product must come from IRhodes, trans-
lating the name Rhodeswood, and after hunting in vain in the writings
of either ancients or moderns for the plant that yields it, arriving at the
erroneous conclusion that it was the Aspalath of the Greeks. It is,
however, certain that the name really signifies wood smelling of roses.
Qil of Rhodium is the name given to the oil obtained from this plaut.
The wood when powdered has been recommended to promote sneezing,
and forms an agreeable snuff. It isvalued for fumigation, and when
burned diffuses a most delightful fragrance.”

Mr. Barker Webb, in a note (Bot. Reg. (1841), App. p. 70) remarks :—

¢ The roots of both the original species ( Convolvulus floridus and C.
scopartus) are fragrant, and yield the so-called Oil of Rhodium by
simple distillation, though the first in a less degree, or sometimes,
when young, scarcely any. The original Zignum rhodium which came
from Macedonia was certainly Linn®us’s Rhodiola rosea figured as
such by Parkinson in his 7%eatrum Botanicum, after Lobel. ‘It
grows,” he says, ‘in the very raggiest places on the mountains of
‘Pangle and Inglehorough.’ Soon after the discovery of the Canaries
this name was transferred to Convolvulus scopartus, and afterwards
to several American plants. It is called in the Islands Lefia Noél, a
corruption of Lignum aloes, and though now in little request, large

quantities of it were formerly exported and the plant nearly
extirpated.”
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The latest information on the subject is probably contained in Piesse’s
The Art of Perfumery (1879) p. 188, as follows:—

“ When rose-wood, the lignum of the Convolvulus scoparius, is
distilled, a sweet-smelling oil is procured resembling in some slight
degree the fragrance of the rose, and hence its name. At one time, that
is, prior to the cultivation of the rose-leaf geranium, the distillates from
rose-wood and from the root of the Genista canariensis (Canary rose-
wood) were principally drawn for the adulteration of real otto of roses;
but as the geranium oil answers so much better, the oil of rhodium has
fallen into disuse, hence its comparative scarcity in the market at the
present day, though our grandfathers knew it well. One cwt. of wood
yields about three ounces of oil.

¢ Ground rose-wood is valuable as a basis in the manufacture of sachet
powders for perfuming the wardrobe.”

D. M.

CCCXI.—CACAO-GROWING IN GRENADA.
(Theobroma Cacao, L.)

Cacao-growing is the staple industry of the intercsting island of
Grenada, and its prosperity during many years, when the other islands
in the West Indies were in a depressed condition, was mainly due to
the successful cultivation of Cacao trees. The maintenance of this
industry is therefore a matter of great local concern. The present
Governor-in-Chief of the Windward Islands, Sir Walter Hely-
Hutchinson, K.C.M.G., has fully realised this fact, and he has been
most strenuous in his efforts to assist cultivation, and to encourage
everything calculated to improve the productiveness of the cacao estates.

The Botanical Station established at Grenada has also been brought
into a vigorous state of efficiency, and it is now one of the most useful of
any. This institution issues regularly a Bulletin of Miscellaneous
Information, and in a recent number there are discussed several
interesting points connected with the cultivation of Cacao trees gathered
from the experience of a proprietor who has been more than ordinarily
successful in producing large crops from a small area.

After referring to the little attention hitherto paid in the island
generally to draining, manuring, and pruning on Cacao estates, Mr.
G. W. Smith, the intelligent curator of the Grenada Botanical Station,
proceeds as follows :—

¢ It is pleasant to notice one of the few instances in our island of a
Cacao estate where, as the result of a careful system of draining and
manuring, the proprietor gets from only twelve acres of Cacao a return
equal to what many others receive from three times that quantity. I
refer to Good Hope Estate in this island, owned by the Rev. G. W.
Branch. On the advice of his Excellency Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson,
T called one morning on the proprietor, and was most courteously shown
over the whole plantation. Both Mr. Branch and his son, Mr. George
Branch, most willingly afforded me all the information in their power.
Wishing to be as clear as possible, I shsll endeavour to adhere as
closely as I can to Mr. Branch’s replies to my questions concerning the
working of his estate.

¢« ¢ I have been owner of the property for over 20 years. Good Hope
contains 22 acres—eight acres of this are in canes and pasture. I esti-
mate that the buildings, yard, and entrance occupy another two acres,
so that my extent of Cacao cultivation cannot be much over 12 acres.
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