
The Mighty 
Oleander Enters!
Commonly known as 
Kyōchikutō in Japan— 
it grew, bursting 
through ash and rubble, 
it bloomed in pink, 
white, and red, shouting 
to the world:

 “Life goes on”.

From Ashes to Bloom: The Resilient Story of Hiroshima’s City Flower

The Day That Changed Everything!
August 6, 1945 – A day that forever 
changed the course of history.

In a matter of seconds, the once-bustling 
metropolis of Hiroshima was transformed 
into a sea of devastation. Almost 
everything was destroyed by the atomic 
bomb, including trees, buildings, and even 
the smallest traces of life. For decades, 
many believed that nothing would grow 
there ever again.

However, nature had other plans!

Oleanders growing near the bombed 

buildings of Hiroshima.

 Symbol of Hope in Hiroshima

Nerium oleander was the first flower to 

bloom in Hiroshima after the atomic 

bombing, becoming a powerful emblem of 

hope and resilience for the Japanese. It 

reminded survivors that nature’s healing 

spirit can outlast even the deepest scars of 

destruction.

 Resilient by Nature

This hardy evergreen shrub thrives in poor 

soils, extreme heat, drought, and pollution. 

With deep roots and tough evergreen 

leaves, it can push through rubble and 

bloom with striking pink, white, or red 

flowers, even in the harshest 

environments.

 Beauty with a Warning

Every part of the oleander is highly toxic 

if ingested, a striking paradox that beauty 

and danger often coexist in nature.
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