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Ixora L. is the second largest genus of family Ru-
biaceae after Psychotria and is represented by c. 560 
species worldwide (Mabberley 2008).  The species are 
largely pantropical, commonly distributed in the tropi-
cal and subtropical regions and its center of diversity 
(with at least 200 species) is in South East Asia (Fosberg 
& Sachet 1989; De Block 1998; Puff et al. 2005).  Around 
46 species have been reported from the Indian sub-con-
tinent (Husain & Paul 1989), of which 22 are reported 
from southern part of India (Gamble 1921; Sasidharan 
2004, 2013; Nayar et al. 2014).  Northeastern India also 
harbours 18 species of the genus (Kanjilal et al. 1939; 
Biswas 1966; Deb 1981; Hajra et al. 1996; Singh et al. 
2000; Singh et al. 2002; Mao et al. 2016).

During a recent floristic assessment of Poba Re-
served Forest (27052’32.25”N & 95023’41.01”E), Dhem-
aji District of Assam some interesting plant specimens 
were collected.  On critical examination and scrutiny of 
the relevant literature, it was identified as Ixora poly-

antha Wight. The identification was done by consulting 
published literature (Hooker 1880; Kanjilal et al. 1939; 
Talbot 1912; Saldhana & Nicolson 1976; Gamble 1921; 
Mohanan & Henry 1994) and matching with herbarium 
specimens, housed at Botanical Survey of India, Eastern 

Regional Centre, Shillong (ASSAM).  
The pressing and mounting of spec-
imen was done using standard pro-
cedures (Jain & Rao, 1977; Bridson 
& Forman 1998).  The specimens 
have been deposited at Herbarium 
of Botany Department of North 
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, 
Meghalaya.  So far Ixora polyantha 

Wight had been reported only from 
Western Ghats of India (Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala), and from Vietnam.  In addition, the 
species is considered to be very rare in Western Ghats 
and has not been collected since 1913, the latest col-
lection by Rao in 1913 from Kottur (Mohanan & Henry 
1994).  The current study presents a new record of the 
species for northeastern India (Image 1 & 2).  A detailed 
taxonomic description, illustration and phenology are 
given to facilitate easy identification. 

Taxonomic enumeration
Ixora polyantha Wight, lcon. Pl. Ind. Orient. 3: t. 

1066. 1846; Hook. f., Fl. Brit. India. 3: 140. 1880; Talbot, 
Forest Fl. Bombay 2: 112. 1912; Gamble, Fl. Madras 2: 
444. 1921; T. Cooke, Fl. Pres. Bombay 1: 609. 1902; C. 
J. Saldhana & Nicolson, Fl. Hassan Distr.: 579. 1976; R. 
Ansari, Fl. Kasaragod Div.: 196. 1985; V.S. Ramach. & V.J. 
Nair, Fl. Cannanore Distr.: 222. 1988; T. Husain & S.R. 
Paul, J. Econ. Taxon. Bot. Addit. Ser. 5, 137.1989; M. Mo-
hanan & A.N. Henry, Fl. Thiruvanthapuram: 235. 1994; 
N. Anil Kumar et al., Fl. Pathanamthitta: 256. 2005; R. 
Narayanan, Flor. Study Wayanad Distr.: 424. 2009.

An evergreen shrub or undershrub up to 2m tall.  
Branches woody, green to brown, glabrous, round; 
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