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ABSTRACT

Tulipa sylvestris is a tulip species with yellow fragrant flowers that was introduced to Northern
Europe from the Mediterranean region in the 16th century. Two and a half centuries later, the
plant was described as naturalized and had found its place in and outside many gardens of
Europe. Today, it is the only tulip species that grows wild in Northern Europe. Two main routes
have been described for the16th-century introduction: one from Italy, around Bologna, and one
from France, around Montpellier. We explore the further introduction and naturalization history
of T. sylvestris in the Netherlands and Northern Europe in the 17th to the 19th century, providing
an overview of mentions in herbaria, florilegia, catalogues, seed lists of botanic gardens, and
garden magazines published in this period. We show that both the Italian and the French tulip
remained in cultivation in Northern Europe, but also that most sources mention the Italian origin.
The French tulip, linked to the subspecies T. sylvestris subsp. australis, is prominent in
Scandinavian sources and occasionally appears in sources from the Netherlands, England and
the German-speaking area. Furthermore, T. sylvestris was apparently exchanged on a regular basis
between botanic gardens in Northern Europe around the second half of the 19th century. Finally,
we demonstrate that in Friesland, a province in the north of the Netherlands where T. sylvestris
still grows abundantly in historical gardens, many of the current locations coincide with historical
and cultural sites, and the design of parks in landscape style in the 18th and 19th century.
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Wild tulips in Friesland, The Netherlands

Introduction also in the Netherlands, first in Leiden (1587), later in

During the Middle Ages, gardens were mostly con-
nected to an abbey, focusing on the study of medicinal
plants. Gardens were often square or rectangular,
divided into clear sections and sparsely planted, to
allow close study of plants, which were organized
mostly according to their properties (Leslie 2015).
During the 16th century, the first botanic gardens
were established, first in Italy (Pisa in 1543, Padova
and Florence in 1545 and Bologna in 1568), and soon

Amsterdam (1638) and Utrecht (1639), followed
thereafter by others (Cremers 1973; Rakow and Lee
2015). This development coincided with the Dutch
Golden Age (approx. 1580-1670) which saw the estab-
lishment of the Dutch East India Company and the
rise of wealthy Dutch families. The building of many
estates was commissioned around this time, often with
an adjacent garden, and so cultivated plants became
more sought after and, therefore, more available. The
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way that gardens were perceived changed, and so did
their function and layout: gardens were now a place
meant to display the opulence of a family and were
therefore enriched by colorful, fragrant plants, foun-
tains, and small building structures (Rakow and Lee
2015). The French classical style was introduced in the
Netherlands around 1670 (Hopper 1990), and plants
started to be valued primarily for their appearance,
smell, colors, and aesthetic value. The possession of
exotic and rare plants was a sign of higher social and
economic status.

The same changes were reflected in the botanic
publications of the time. Medieval herbals focused on
describing the individual plant species, their habit and
habitat, and especially their medicinal properties and
how to process them for application (Arsdall 2012).
The scientific interest in plants expanded enormously
during the Renaissance, and so did techniques such as
wood print making. Beautifully illustrated botanical
encyclopedias started to appear in both academic
and wealthy circles (Dodoens 1568; Clusius 1601;
Besler 1613). Florilegia (from “florilegium”, literally
meaning a collection of flowers) were highly illu-
strated books that show aesthetic appreciation of
plants (Chen 2023). The term was first used in the
Florilegium Novum by the engraver Adrian Collaert
published in 1593 (Collaert 1593), which saw also
a second edition 19 years later by Theodor de Bry (de
Bry 1612). This coincides with the rise of European
empires establishing global trading routes around the
world, along which showy tropical plants were
imported. Gardens gave enjoyment to the elite and
showed their status, and this is reflected in contem-
porary Florilegia (Chen 2023).

Around 1750, the English gardens were changing
from the baroque to a landscape style. The growing
preference for natural elements had a wider impact,
from philosophy to art, and from literature to land-
scaping (Bassin 1979). Moving towards the “pictur-
esque” garden, important elements that were
incorporated in the garden design were based on
a view of the surrounding nature. They included
a “natural” water element such as a brook or a pond,
the creation of small hills, small swinging paths, trees
planted in groups, in a more forest-style fashion, which
allowed wandering through a semi-natural landscape.
The garden was now a place to rest and retreat from the
chaos of the city (Hunt and Willis 1988). A growing
amount of plants from other parts of the world entered
Dutch gardens, orangeries, and greenhouses, which
were often heated to allow cultivation of tropical plants
(Hind et al. 1988; Johnson 2019).

This period also coincided with the Enlightenment,
the time of reason, order, the Scientific Revolution.
More scientific work was produced about plants, such
as that of Herman Boerhaave (1668-1738) who
became head of medicine and botany at the

University of Leiden (Offerhaus et al. 2023). Via
Boerhaave, Carolus Linnaeus met George Clifford
and became superintendent of the gardens at
Clifford’s manor “De Hartekamp” in Heemstede.
During his stay there, Linnaeus published
a systematic description of the collection, the Hortus
Cliffortianus (Linnaeus 1737; Blunt 2001). This was
a stepping stone to his Species Plantarum, where he
brought together all plant species in one scientific
system (Linnaeus 1753), which profoundly influenced
the arrangement of botanic gardens.

The landscape style was still popular in the 19th and
the beginning of the 20th century but gradually chan-
ged into a “gardenesque” one. For this style to be
recognized as art, the layout was changed to a more
geometrical one, to avoid any similarity with nature,
and plants in these gardens were often cultivated
hybrids or tropical ones. This style was mainly used
in the direct surroundings of the house, while the rest
of the park or venue was still planted in landscape style
(Thacker 1985). Many landscape architects of the time
also cultivated their own plants to use in parks and
gardens, and plant catalogues were supplemented with
new species and hybrids (see Oldenburger 2010;
Haverman et al. 2016). For instance, Hendrik van
Lunteren (1780-1848), a known garden architect
from Utrecht, had his studio and nursery at the Flora
Hof, where he maintained a collection of trees, and
other perennial and annual plants (Waanders 2000).
Other examples of families of landscape designers and
plant growers were the Zocher family in Haarlem,
Copijn in Groenekan and Vroom in Eelde. They
designed gardens and provided plants for many of
the Dutch historical castles and estates in that period
and many of their catalogues are still preserved
(Kuijlen et al. 1991; Waanders 2000). Famous in
Friesland was Lucas Pieters Roodbaard (1782-1851),
who got commissions for many Frisian estates in
a period of urban transformation in the area
(Radetzky 2021).

The urban transformation in Friesland in the 18th
and 19th century saw, among others, the breakdown of
“stinzen” (small, reinforced houses that could give shel-
ter to people in times of danger during the Middle
Ages) due to the high maintenance costs of these build-
ings. The remains were used to create hills in naturally
landscaped gardens and were richly planted with bulbs
and other plants to create a natural look, and these
flowered in late winter or early spring, before the trees
had set leaves. Known as stinzen plants (stinzenplanten
in Dutch), these plants were brought mostly from
southern Europe, had often showy flowers and they
(Baas 1998). Although not native to the Netherlands,
they thrived in the calcium-rich environment created
by the debris. This kind of environment, called stinzen
environment (stinzenmilieu), is not very common in
the Netherlands and was created by human interaction



throughout history. Man-made mounds (terpen), built
to make peatlands habitable, Roman levees, and line
forts, the extraction and drying up of peat: it all brought
about the creation of a calcium layer on top of the
existing soil, which is ideal for stinzen plants (Bakker
and Boeve 1985; Baas 2004). Even though the Frisian
term “stins” is typical for those buildings in Friesland,
stinzen plants are also present in Groningen, around
many country estates in Utrecht, and in Zeeland
(Bakker and Boeve 1985). The same phenomenon is
also known in other Northern European countries, for
example, Germany, where stinzen plants are known as
indicators of former horticulture (Kowarik and
Wohlgemuth 2006). Today, stinzen plants announce
the arrival of spring in quite a vast area of the
Netherlands, starting from the early Galanthus nivalis,
Crocus vernus, Eranthis hyemalis, through various spe-
cies of Narcissus, Anemone, Hyacinthus and Scilla, and
among those, the only wild (naturalized) tulip of the
Netherlands, also known as the queen of the stinzen-
plants, Tulipa sylvestris L. (Tonckens et al. 2020).
T. sylvestris, commonly called the wild tulip, or “bos-
tulp” in Dutch, is a slender tulip with fragrant yellow
flowers. It is less showy than the commercial ornamen-
tal tulips, which originate from the complex garden
hybrid T. gesneriana (Christenhusz et al. 2013).

Tulipa sylvestris L. was introduced in the
Netherlands and Northern Europe in the 16th century,
around the same time that ornamental tulips came to
Europe (Stefanaki et al. 2022). Ornamental tulips
reached the Ottoman empire from Central Asia,
where they soon became a symbol in arts and religion
(Roding and Theunissen 1993; Pavord 2019). They
also attracted the attention in Western Europe
between the 16th and 17th centuries. Early travelers
who brought tulips to Europe were the French bota-
nist and diplomat Pierre Belon (1517-1564) (Belon
1553), and the ambassador of the Habsburg emperor
in Istanbul, Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq (1522-1592)
(de Busbecq 1595). The tulip mania, a period in which
tulip bulbs were sold in absurd high prices, broke out
few decades after Carolus Clusius (1526-1609)
became the first prefect of the Leiden botanical garden
in 1593, where he planted his collection of tulip bulbs
(Dash 2011). Because they were so different from
other flowers known to Europe at the time, they
soon grew in popularity and became a status symbol
(Pavord 2019).

Tulipa sylvestris followed a different route than
ornamental tulips: in 1753 Linnaeus described it as
“wild”, hence the name “sylvestris”. It was introduced
to Northern Europe from the Mediterranean region,
and at the time of its description by Linnaeus the
species was probably already naturalized. The intro-
duction history of T. sylvestris in the 16th century has
been traced in detail by Stefanaki et al. (2022), who
also published a map with the distribution of the
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species in Europe. Following historical botanical
texts, illustrations, and herbarium specimens, two
main origins came up: Bologna in Northern Italy and
Montpellier in Southern France (Stefanaki et al. 2022).
The Flemish botanist Matthias de Lobel wrote about
collecting bulbs in the Cevennes mountains north of
Montpellier between 1565 and 1568 and sending them
to Antwerp (De Lobel and Pena 1571). Those tulips
were likely the indirect source used for the first scien-
tific description of T. sylvestris, in the book Florum
(Dodoens 1568), where a woodcut appears drawn after
a watercolor from the Libri Picturati collection named
“the small yellow tulip of Montpellier” (De Koning
et al. 2008).

The Bologna tulip was first described by de Lobel in
1576 (de Lobel and Pena 1576). The Bolognese bota-
nist Ulisse Aldrovandi seems to have played an impor-
tant role in its spread to Northern Europe, as he sent
bulbs to Clusius and possibly to more of his corre-
spondents from the 1570s onwards. Two specimens
dated 1552 and 1553 still survive in his vast herbarium
collection (Soldano 2001, 2002). Another (third)
introduction route points to the Apennines, as
Clusius (1601) wrote that the tulip he received from
Aldrovandi was growing abundantly in the
Appennines. He first named it Tulipa “Appeninea
sive Bononiensis”, and later “Tulipa Appeninea”
(Stefanaki et al. 2022). Clusius generously distributed
bulbs of both the Bologna and Montpellier tulips
within his network, accompanied by information
about how well they spread thanks to their stolons
(Clusius 1577). Clusius also described a small yellow
tulip similar to T. Appeninea, Tulipa Hispanica, which
had been brought from Spain to Belgium by the royal
gardener of the Spanish King Philip II. However, those
tulips were harder to cultivate in the Belgian weather
and they soon perished (Clusius 1601).

The wild tulips that naturalized throughout Europe
are said to belong to the tetraploid T. sylvestris subsp.
sylvestris, while plants native to the Mediterranean are of
the diploid T. sylvestris subsp. australis (Link) Pamp.,
from which subsp. sylvestris was derived with autotetra-
ploidization (Christenhusz et al. 2013). However,
Stefanaki et al. (2022) showed that both subspecies were
introduced to Northern Europe, namely the tetraploid
subsp. sylvestris from Bologna and the diploid subsp.
australis from the Cevennes and questionably the
Apennines (Stefanaki et al. 2022). It is not clear, though,
whether the Apennine origin was a misunderstanding by
Clusius, because he united the Apennine and the
Bologna origin (“Tulipa Appeninea sive Bononiensis”)
but the plants growing in these two areas are taxonomi-
cally distinct (subsp. sylvestris in Bologna and subsp.
australis in the Apennines) (see Stefanaki et al. 2022).

T. sylvestris (subsp. sylvestris) thrives today in the
Netherlands in sunny places in the so-called stinzen-
milieu, which is rich in humus and contains some
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calcium. It is still strongly connected to country
estates, historical gardens, and graveyards. Less
often it is found in other environments, such as
woodland edges, sea dunes, and road verges
(Bakker and Boeve 1985; FLORON 2023). Large
populations of T. sylvestris are still present in histor-
ical gardens, striking examples being those at the
Nyenrode castle in the province of Utrecht, and
Dekemastate and Martenastate in Friesland. In the
Netherlands (Friesland), and also in northern
Germany and southern Denmark there are large
wild populations growing along road verges
(Willem van Riemsdijk, pers. communication). This
is facilitated by the mowing regime (few times
per year) that is nowadays common practice in
many places.

The provenance of these naturalized populations
remains unknown, and it is not documented whether
they are linked to the original introduction routes
from Bologna or Montpellier. No information about
the tulips is found in the archives of the castles and
estates where these populations grow, nor is their
origin mentioned in historical botanical literature.
Here, we attempt to elucidate the history of the wild
tulip from the 17th to the 19th century, marking the
period after the species’ first introduction in the 16th
century (Stefanaki et al. 2022) until it officially became
established in the wild (FLORON 2023). Our focus is
primarily on Dutch gardens, but additional sources
from Northern European countries were also con-
sulted to gain broader insights into the history of
T. sylvestris in Europe.

Materials and methods

We analyzed different historical sources on Tulipa
sylvestris in the period between the 1600s and 1800s.
We explored growers’ and garden catalogues, botani-
cal books, florilegia, herbaria, journal bulletins, seed
lists of botanic gardens and gardens plans to trace who
was planting and distributing T. sylvestris in this per-
iod. We divided this period into two sections marked
by the publication of the Species Plantarum (Linnaeus
1753) where the name T. sylvestris was used first.

For the period 1600-1753, we considered the pre-
Linnean names attributed to T. sylvestris (see Stefanaki
et al. 2022), namely Narcissus luteus, Lilionarcissus
luteus, Lilionarcissus Bononiensis, Lilionarcissus
Narbonensis, Tulipa Bononiensis, Tulipa Narbonensis,
Tulipa Monspeliensis, Tulipa de Montepeliers, Tulipa
van Boloignie, Tulipa Hispanica, Tulipa lutea, Tulipa
Appeninea, Tulipa parva lutea, Tulipa minor, Tulipa
minor lutea Italica, Tulipa minor lutea Gallica. These
terms (and Tulipa sylvestris for the period after 1753)
were used to carry out a wide screening on the follow-
ing search engines: Google books, Gelders Archive,

Biodiversity Heritage Library, Archive.org to collect
as many references as possible.

The Naturalis Bioportal (https://bioportal.naturalis.
nl/en.) was scanned using the terms “Boerhaave”,
“Royen, A. van”, “Royen, D. van”, “Royen van”, and
“Meerburgh”, to look for herbarium specimens of
17th-, 18th-, and 19th-century tulips. Other important
herbarium collections of that time, namely the
Linnaean collections and the Sloane, Clifford and
Bergius herbaria were scanned for specimens of
T. sylvestris. We also searched the extensive archives
of seed lists and garden catalogues of the Utrecht
University Botanic Gardens and the University of
Padova botanic garden. Additionally, we looked for
images of tulips in the digital art collection of the
Rijksmuseum. To complete our survey of sources in
Europe, we also took references from Northern
Europe (predominantly from England, Scandinavia,
and the German-speaking area) into account.
Growers’ catalogues cited in Paradisus Batavus were
searched in the archives (Kuijlen et al. 1991).

Maps were created using Adobe Illustrator (2024,
v 28.1.1) focusing on (i) pre-Linnaean names of
T. sylvestris that contain a clear reference to the spe-
cies’ geographical origin (Italy/Bologna vs. France/
Montpellier), (ii) the current versus historical occur-
rence of T. sylvestris in Friesland, the Dutch area
where the species is most abundant. The current geo-
graphical distribution was obtained through FLORON
(https://www.verspreidingsatlas.nl/planten.) and
translated into a simpler version where the km-
squares (1x1 km) were pictured as a dotted line.

Results and discussion
The Netherlands before 1753

In 1614, the yellow tulip appeared in a Dutch
Florilegium, Hortus Floridus, by Crispijn van de
Passe (1614), who was active in Utrecht at that period.
Two names are given here, “Tulipa Bononiensis” and
“Tulipa de Montpeliers”, both accompanying a robust
plant with three leaves and one flower (Figure 1;
Table 1). van de Passe (1614) drew the plants from
living individuals that were growing in the gardens of
acquaintances, but no information is present regard-
ing the exact locations.

The earliest 17th-century mention of T. syvlestris in
the collection of a Dutch botanic garden is by the
German physician and botanist Paul Hermann (1646-
-1695) who became Professor of Botany in Leiden in
1679. In his catalogue of the collections of the Leiden
Hortus, Horti Academici Lugudno-Batavi (Hermann
1687) he includes a “Tulipa minor lutea Italica”, refer-
ring to the Pinax Theatri Botanici by Bauhin (1623). It
seems that the tulips were well established in the
Leiden Hortus as they were still mentioned 32 years
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Figure 1. Tulipa sylvestris in the Hortus floridus by Crispijn van
de Passe (1614). Image credit: digital art collections
Rijksmuseum, public domain.

later in the garden catalogue of Boerhaave (1727), but
it can also be that they were reintroduced after
Hermann. Boerhaave used several other names,
Tulipa praecox lutea, Lilio-narcissus luteus, Tulipa
Bononiensis. There are no images in the garden cata-
logue, but these probably refer to the yellow Bologna
tulip.

The Netherlands after 1753

After the publication of the Species Plantarum
(Linnaeus 1753) the name Tulipa sylvestris became
widely accepted and is used in most of the literature.
The wild tulip appears under the same name in the
Encyclopedia of the natural world according to the
system of Linnaeus (Houttuyn 1780). The author
noted that Linnaeus brought the French and the
Italian tulip under one name. Houttuyn also men-
tioned, referring to Linnaeus that the species escaped
the gardens and is now growing scattered in the wild
in Central and Northern Europe.

Flora Batava was the first comprehensive attempt
to document the wild flora of the Netherlands. It has
been described as more than just a Dutch flora, but
rather a long-lasting loving tribute to it (Van Gelder

and Peters 2023), with 28 volumes published between
1800 and 1934. In the edition of 1828, we find
a beautiful illustration of T. sylvestris (Figure 2).
Flora Batava contains one of the earliest traceable
records of the species described as naturalized in the
Netherlands: “het [...] blijkt, dat zij hier als waarlijk
inlandsch moet gerekend worden heft men haar ook
reeds als zoodanig in Engeland erkend” (“it [...]
seems that we should also count it as native as people
have also recognized in England”) (Kops and van Hall
1828, p. 236). The species was for the first time
reported to be growing wild around 1770 at
Hagestein, a former castle in the vicinity of Vianen,
Utrecht, in several localities in Friesland, and in
Hoorn (Noord-Holland), growing at the side of the
road (Kops and van Hall 1828).

The species does not appear in the first edition of
Flora Frisica (Meese 1760), possibly because it was not
yet seen as a wild or naturalized plant, or maybe it was
overlooked. It is included in the edition of 1840, with
more locations in Friesland: “in Ferwerderadeel, and in
Weidum, in the Prinsentuin in Leeuwarden, and at
Huisum or Sixma State, in Stiens, in Jelsum and abun-
dant in Kornjum under the trees” (Bruinsma 1840,
p. 67) (Figure 3).

The plant had also reached the growers’ circles as it
started to appear in gardens, such as the nursery
Tulpenburg in Utrecht, owned by Zacharias Brakel
(1794). Even if the title “of hardy foreign plants” sug-
gested non-native plants, the tulip was mentioned as

Figure 2. lllustration of Tulipa sylvestris published in Flora
Batava (1828), Vol. 5, plate 377. Image credit: The Hague, KB
National Library of the Netherlands, KW T 423.
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Figure 3. Among the oldest still extant wild populations of Tulipa sylvestris in the Netherlands are those in Martenastate, Cornjum
(a) and Dekemastate, Jelsum (b) in Friesland, mentioned in Flora Frisica from 1840.

wild, which indicated that it was already considered
naturalized by some people in the period before the
publication of the Flora Batava. The species is named
sijlvestris and appears yet with another spelling, sileves-
tris, in the catalogue of Hendrik van Lunteren, which
was possibly compiled in 1819 (van Lunteren 1819%
Woerdeman 2009). Van Lunteren had established
a nursery known as the “Flora Hof” at the Servetstraat
in Utrecht in 1803, which remained a family business
until 1934. He and his son Samuel van Lunteren (1813-
-1877) were successful plant growers and landscape
architects, as it is shown by their broad oeuvre
(Waanders 2000). Given it bears his signature, we can
assume that this catalogue was published before the
death of van Lunteren in 1848. Unfortunately, we
could not find any catalogue of the nursery Wybrens
¢ Co in Journe, Friesland. Van der Ploeg (1988) how-
ever mentions a relic population of T. sylvestris growing
in the place where the nursery used to be.

The German-speaking area

Approximately 35 engraved plates in the Florilegium
renovatum et auctum by the famous engravers Dirk
and son Johann Theodor de Bry, active in Frankfurt
around 1600, depict bulbous and exotic plants, one of
which contains a three-flowered specimen of
T. sylvestris named “Tulipa lutea odorata Bononiensis
praecox moAvavBog [polyanthos = many-flowered] alijs
Narbonensis” (de Bry 1612). It seems that the plant
was growing at the Nuremberg botanical garden, as it
appears in the Hortus Eystettensis (Besler 1613). This
beautiful publication, containing more than 1000
engravings of the plants found in the garden of
Eichstétt, was commissioned by the prince-bishop of
Eichstitt in Bavaria to the pharmacist and botanist
Basilius Besler. Among the engravings is a three-
flowered specimen of T. sylvestris named “Lilio-
Narcissus Bononiensis” (Besler 1613).

The species also appears under the name “Tulipa
Bononienis” in Phytologia (Becher 1662), a publication
on medicinal plants, with a description of its wound-
healing properties. It is again depicted as three-flowered.

Even though also the Montpellier tulip had reached
Germany in the 16th century (Clusius 1577;
Camerarius 1588; Stefanaki et al. 2022), it is mostly
the Bologna tulip that appears in German literature in
the period 1600s-1800s.

In 1821, the species was reported to grow wild in and
near Basel (Hagenbach 1821). Three specimens col-
lected around the same period in the vicinity of the
city survive in Hagenbach’s herbarium from 1835
(Figure 4). Hagenbach linked the species to its French
origin, referring to Bauhin’s Tulipa lutea minor Gallica.
The species became naturalized in the surroundings of
the city probably after the death of Caspar Bauhin
(1560-1624), as he did not mention it in his flora of
Basel (Bauhin 1622; Stocklin and de Vos 2022).

England

The first mention of Tulipa sylvestris appears in The
Herball, published by John Gerard (1597). A few decades
later the plant made its way in both publications of
Robert Morrison (1620-1683). The Prealudia
Botanicorum points to the Italian origin as it only
includes the name “Tulipa Appeninea Clus. minor lutea
Italica, B. pin. vulgo Bononiensis” (Morrison 1669), but in
the Plantarum Historiae Universalis Oxoniensis we find
two images, one as “Tulipa minor lutea Gallica,
Narbonensis minor Dod.”, depicting a single-flowered
slender exemplar, and a robust three-flowered one as
“Tulipa minor lutea Italica, C.B.P. Bononiensis”
(Morrison 1715). Morrison referred to Clusius and
Aldrovandi for the Italica tulip, describing that it was
more robust and grew more easily than others. He con-
nected the Gallica tulip to Dodoens and De Lobel, men-
tioning that the latter had sent bulbs to Belgium.
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Wrrtrioes Migeabach,

Figure 4. Specimen of Tulipa sylvestris collected by Christian
Miinch in the vicinity of Weil am Rhein, probably before 1821,
in the herbarium of C. F. Hagenbach, Basel Herbaria. Image by
Aurélie Grall, published with permission.

A specimen of T. sylvestris named “Tulipa lutea
Bononiensis” dated 1660-1706 (Figure 5) is present
in the Sloane herbarium (Scott et al. 2025) as part of
the collection of Leonard Plukenet, gardener to Queen
Mary II (1662-1694). Plukenet (1642-1706) most
likely collected this specimen somewhere between
the 1670s and 1690s while working on his
Phytographia (1691) (Brad Scott, pers. communica-
tion). The stolons and roots of the species attracted
the attention of Willem Salmon, who included it in his
Botanologia as “Satyrion Boloniense or Tulip Bolonian”
(Salmon and van der Gucht 1710). The presence of
a plant carrying the epithet sylvestris in a catalogue of
William Malcolm (1778) implied that it was known
and widely cultivated at the time.

The plant is described for the first time as natura-
lized in England by Sowerby and Smith (1790). In the
description of the plate included in their English
Botany, they wrote: “No writer on British plants has
hitherto noticed the wild tulip; but we are encouraged
to give it as a native, or at least a naturalized species by
the observation of W. Mathew who favoured us with this
specimen from an old chalk pit near Bury, as well as by
the opinion of the late very accurate and learned
Mr. Rose of Norwich, and of Dr. Mr. Smith who have

Figure 5. Specimen of Tulipa sylvestris, dated ca. 1660-1706, in
the Sloane herbarium as part of Leonard Plukenet’s collection,
HS83 f. 100, Natural History Museum London. Image by Brad
Scott, published with permission.

both found it in an old chalk pit near the city” (Sowerby
and Smith 1790, p. 236). A specimen preserved in the
herbarium of James Edward Smith (1759-1828) was
collected in 1793 near Bary, probably in the same loca-
tion. However, the plants probably vanished from this
location in the 19th century (Henslow and Skepper
1860; Mark Spencer, pers. communication). In the
Flora of Suffolk the species is reported to grow in
Rougham (Henslow and Skepper 1860). The plant
grew around London, in Lord Spencer’s Park, as it is
noticed by both Curtis (1834) in his British Entomology
and in the Flora metropolitana by Daniel Cooper
(1836). A population at Harefield in NW London is
known to still be present since that period, namely for
at least 150 years (Marks Spencer, pers. communica-
tion). The species also made it to the growers’ and
garden enthusiasts’ circles, as it appears in An encyclo-
pedia of gardening, where it is described as an ideal
plant for the English landscape garden (Loudon 1826).

Scandinavia

Linnaeus (1745) is the first to describe the naturaliza-
tion of the wild tulip in Scandinavia in his Flora
Suecica. He describes it as growing abundantly around
Lund, stating that it was probably brought there by the
bees and subsequently managed to settle. He



mentioned only the epithets Gallica and Narbonensis,
pointing to the French origin. The plant is also present
in the third volume of Flora Danica published in 1770
in Copenhagen (Oeder 1770). It is described as slen-
der, with one flower. The epithet “minor lutea” is also
added, and it is stated that the plant is found around
Copenhagen castles, on walls, and in some gardens,
and that it can be counted as native (Oeder 1770). The
Bergius herbarium, dating from around the same time
(1780) and originating from the collections of Peter
Jonas Bergius (1730-1790), professor in Stockholm,
contains three specimens of T. sylvestris, all of them
quite slender and single-flowered.

Scandinavian references point to a French origin in
either the epithet used or in the way the plant is
depicted. This is unusual, as the Bolognese origin is
usually mentioned in literature from other countries.
In the Species Plantarum (Linnaeus 1753) both the
Bologna and the Montpellier tulip are grouped

GRONINGE
L]

®
EUWARDEN

BOTANY LETTERS (&) 15

together under the name of T. sylvestris, but it is
questionable whether the Bologna tulip was growing
in Sweden, as Linnaeus was also active in Leiden, the
Netherlands, and had done work for his publication
there.

A summary of all the sources used can be found in
Table 1, ordered chronologically. Historical sources
mentioning Pre-Linnaean names that are indicative
of the place of origin (Italica, Bononiensis, Bologna
vs. Gallica, Monspelliensis, Montpellier) are shown
with date and location in Figure 6.

Link between historical occurrence and
present-day distribution in the Netherlands

Most historical references of T. sylvestris in the
Netherlands describe locations in the province of
Friesland. When we overlay them to the present day
distribution map of the species (FLORON 2023) we

Name used in literature:

B Italica. Bononiensis. Bologna

Gallica. Narbonensiss Montpellier

LUND
® 1745
COPENHAGEN
® 1770
AMSTERDAMN
LONDON i [IeY1 [3662
. FRANKFURT
3553 [ENE k13
[3775 [1EES NUREMBERG
1708 ULM
170 ® BT
1790 S
BASEL

Figure 6. Map of historical locations from sources mentioning Tulipa italica (Bononiensis, Bologna) in red and Tulipa Gallica
(Narbonensis, Montpellier) in yellow. Sources mentioning double origin have both colors. The dates correspond to the nearest cities
on the map. The dominance of the red color shows the persistence through time of the Italian/Bologna origin for Tulipa sylvestris.
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notice a clear coincidence between historical mentions
and current occurrence (Figure 7). The distribution
pattern coincides with the stinzen milieu which is still
present in historical gardens and with the soil history
that led to the formation of this environment. The wild
tulip is known for its preference for vegetative over
sexual reproduction. It is also characterized by poor
flowering in shadier areas: even in optimal conditions,
at best a quarter of the total population flowers
(FLORON 2023). If pollinated, it sets seeds poorly,
maybe due to its ploidy (Te Beest et al. 2012). Its
strong vegetative reproduction was described already
by Clusius (1577), who advised to plant those bulbs in
a separate section or to use rooftiles as a separation, as
they spread quite vigorously through their stolons. It
therefore seems plausible that populations of
T. sylvestris have managed to establish themselves
and thrive locally around the locations where they
were planted, but not much further than that, as that
usually requires dispersal by seed.

Similar findings are reported from Northwestern
Germany, where the current distribution of
T. sylvestris aligns with the historical and cultural
patterns of introductions in gardens (Kowarik and
Wohlgemuth 2006). Plausible mechanisms mentioned
for the spread of the species there include the disposal
of vegetative parts with waste, hydrochory (i.e. trans-
port of bulbs through water), hemerochory (transport
by sticking to an object such as agriculture machines)
or spread through the trade of grapevine plants and
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plowing of vineyards. Those mechanisms of dispersal
seem plausible for the Netherlands as well: tulips could
spread from re-used soil by growers, or during reno-
vations of stinzen, estates and castles. Hydrochory
may locally also explain the species’ spread, e.g. in
the province of Zeeland, where current locations
seem to follow the waterline (Stikvoort et al. 2017).
In Utrecht, T. sylvestris is mostly located around the
Vecht river, which might also suggest hydrochory.
However, that can also be linked to the soil geology
and history, and to the establishment of castles and
estates in the area around 1800, with gardens in land-
scape style. Another hypothesis for some plants found
in Groenlo suggested that these might have been acci-
dentally brought through crop import from southern
Europe (Gleichman 1972).

Historical gardens in the Netherlands unfortunately
do not have recorded information on the origin of their
tulips. In an attempt to trace the history of these gardens,
the names of certain landscape architects and gardeners
appeared: some sources attribute the laying out of the
park of Nyenrode castle in Utrecht to Samuel van
Lunteren in 1861, but this is debated (Waanders 2000).
For the Dekemastate in Friesland, the only information
available about their garden in the period 1600s-1800s
was that J.G. Selmer was responsible for the maintenance
at the beginning of 1700, but at that time T. sylvestris was
not yet widely distributed (Kuiper and Cuperus 2020).
We do find the yellow tulip in many gardens realized by
Lucas Pieters Roodbaard (1782-1851), such as the
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Figure 7. Historical locations of Tulipa sylvestris in Friesland, the Netherlands (Kops and van Hall 1828; Bruinsma 1840; van der

Ploeg 1988; Buith et al. 2020) overlayed with the species’ present

distribution (FLORON, 2023).



Prinsentuin, Martenatuin, Martenastate, Dekemastate,
Poptaslot and Epemastate (Buith et al. 2020). He
obtained plants from the growers Wybrens & Co, and
even though no catalogue of this firm is available,
a population of wild tulips was present at the former
location of their nursery (der Ploeg Dte 1988).
Unfortunately, no tulip is mentioned in a series of sur-
viving letters between Wybrens and Roodbaard to sup-
port this hypothesis (van der Spoel-Walvius Mr 2012).

Conclusion

The introduction history of T. sylvestris in Europe after
1600 shows that the species’ present occurrence is
linked to previous human activity, especially in the
context of cultural and historical landscapes, as it is
often the case with stinzen plants. Based on historical
evidence presented here, it becomes evident that
T. sylvestris remained in cultivation in the Netherlands
and Northern Europe throughout the 17th to the 19th
century. The species started being reported as wild from
1745 onwards in Sweden, ca. 1777 in the Netherlands
and 1790 in England.

Based on our findings, out of the two original places
of introduction in the 16th century, Italy (Bologna)
and France (Montpellier), the provenance that comes
up the most is the Italian (Bologna) one, especially in
the Netherlands, Germany, and England. The
Apennines origin, a third one suggested by Clusius,
is hardly mentioned.

The success of the Bologna tulip, which belongs to
the autotetraploid subsp. sylvestris, vs. the
Montpellier tulip, which in turn belongs to the
diploid subsp. australis, can be assigned to the
more robust habit of subsp. sylvestris, related to its
tetraploid nature: larger leaves, usually two (some-
times three) flowers instead of one, and a bigger
habit. Polyploids are also known to have a larger
spread and a better colonization ability than their
diploid counterparts. Besides the change in morphol-
ogy, polyploids also have better stress tolerance and
increased vegetative over sexual reproduction (Te
Beest et al. 2012). These factors might have made
the Bologna tulip more resilient and persistent
throughout the centuries and made its spread easier.
Interestingly, slender specimens of French
(Montpellier) origin predominate in Scandinavian
literature. The persistence of the French tulip in
Sweden, despite the harsher climate, might be con-
nected to the trade between the two countries since
1500: by the 18th century, the French language and
culture had become such a big influence in Sweden
that royals often received a French education
(Pourchasse 2006).

Around the mid-19th century, T. sylvestris
appeared in the seed lists of many botanic gardens,
we can therefore assume that the species was
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potentially widely exchanged within Europe during
that period. It is interesting that subsp. australis also
appears in these seed lists (under synonyms, such as
T. celsiana and T. tricolor). This shows that, besides
subsp. sylvestris, also subsp. australis was cultivated in
botanic gardens and exchanged among them. Still, it is
not clear if and to what extent the exchanged plants
(subsp. sylvestris or subsp. australis) escaped from
botanic gardens and contributed to the naturalization
of the species in the wild.

Although our search for historical sources was
thorough, it was inevitably limited by the availability
of sources online. Although the digitization of histor-
ical archives has been extensive in recent years,
archives of historical garden catalogues and seed lists
still remain scarce online. We therefore emphasize the
importance of garden archives for historical research
and the need to make more of these archives available
online, as these are indispensable sources for under-
standing past movements of plants and their history of
introduction.

Acknowledgments

We thank Willem van Riemsdijk and Edwin Pos for their
comments on the manuscript; Mark Spencer for sharing
information on the history of Tulipa sylvestris in
England; Brad Scott for providing a dating and image
of a specimen from the Sloane herbarium and permis-
sion to publish it; Jurriaan de Vos and Aurélie Grall for
information about the Hagenbach herbarium and for
providing an image and permission to publish it; Maria
Christina Villani for facilitating access to the archives of
the University of Padua Botanic Garden; and Esther van
Gelder for providing an image from the Flora Batava and
permission to publish it.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

ORCID

Anastasia Stefanaki
9416

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-6393-

Author contributions

AS and TvA designed the research; GC, AS and AO carried
out research; GC wrote the manuscript; All authors read and
commented on the manuscript.

Data availability statement

All research data associated with this paper are included in
the paper.



18 e G. COLANGELO ET AL.

References

Arsdall A. 2012. Medieval herbal remedies: the old English
herbarium and Anglo-Saxon medicine. New York:
Routledge.

Baas W. 1998. Ecologische achtergronden van het stinzen-
plantenmilieu [Ecological background of the stinzen-
plants environment]. Amsterdam: De Levende Natuur.

Baas W. 2004. Over het ontstaan en de ligging van stinzenplan-
tenbiotopen [About the formation and the location of the
stinzenplants biotope]. De Levende Natuur. 105(1):22-26.

Bakker PA, Boeve E. 1985. Stinzenplanten [Stinzenplants].
Amsterdam: Terra.

Bassin J. 1979. The English landscape Garden in the Eighteenth
Century: the cultural importance of an English institution.
Albijon. 11(1):15-32. doi: 10.2307/4048315.

Bauhin C. 1622. Catalogus plantarum circa Basileam sponte
nascentium. Basel: Johan Jakob Genath Academiae
Typographi.

Bauhin G. 1623. Pinax Theatri Botanici. Basel: Regis.

Becher JJ. 1662. Phythologia; Das ist: Defl erlduterten
Medicinalischen Parnassi Ander Theil, Nemlich das
Kriuter-Buch [Phythologia; that is: the other part of the
illustrated medicinal parnassi, namely the herbal book].
Ulm: Johann Gorlin der Altere.

Belon P. 1553. Les observations de plusieurs singularitez.
Paris: Corrozet.

Besler B. 1613. Hortus Eystettensis. Nuremberg: Salomon
Cyrus.

Blunt W. 2001. Linnaeus - the compleat naturalist.
Princeton (NJ): Princeton University Press. (Orig.
London: Frances Lincoln, 1971).

Boerhaave H. 1727. Index alter plantarum quae in Horto
Academico Lugduno-Batavo. 2. Leiden University.

Brakel Z. 1794. Catalogus van allerhande harde, zoo in als
uitlandsche boomen, heesters en plant-gewassen, benevens
eene groote partij boom, heesters, planten, en bloem-zaaden
: welke te zien en te bekomen zijn bij Z. Brakel, buiten het
Marien Water-poortje op Tulpenburg te Utrecht [Catalogue
of many hardy, exotic trees, shurbs and plants, but also trees,
shurbs, plants and flower seeds which one can see and buy at
the Z.Brakel, outside the Marien Water port at Tulpenburg
in Utrecht]. Utrecht: Muntendam.

Bruinsma JJ. 1840. Flora Frisica, of: Naamlijst van kenmer-
ken der zigtbaar-bloeijende planten van de provincie
Friesland [Flora Frisica or: namelist of characteristics of
floweing plants of the Frisian province]. Leeuwaarden:
W. Eekhoft.

Buith H, Smeding S, Tonckens H, van der Burg A. 2020.
Stinzenplanten in Fryslan [Stinzenplants in Friesland].
Gorredijk: Noordboek.

Camerarius J. 1588. Hortus Medicus et Philosophicus.
Frankfurt: Feyerabend.

Chen J-H. 2023. Everlasting flowers between the pages:
forms of knowledge and the making of Seventeenth-
Century florilegia [dissertation]. Utrecht: University of
Utrecht.

Christenhusz MJM, Govaerts R, David JC, Hall T,
Borland K, Roberts PS, Tuomisto A, Buerki §,
Chase MW, Fay MF. 2013. Tiptoe through the tulips -
cultural history, molecular phylogenetics and classifica-
tion of Tulipa (liliaceae). Bot J Linn Soc. 172(3):280-328.
doi: 10.1111/b0j.12061.

Clusius C. 1577 July 30. Letter to Joachim Camerarius.
https://clusiuscorrespondence.huygens.knaw.nl/edition/
entry/607.

Clusius C. 1601. Rariorum plantarum historia. Antwerp:
Plantin.

Collaert A. 1593. Florilegium Novum. Antwerp: Philip
Galle.

Cooper D. 1836. Flora metropolitana, botanical rambles
within thirty miles of London. London: S. Highley.

Cremers CM. 1973. Our heritage: the Dutch garden, an
introduction to its history. Gard Hist. 2(1):10-29. doi:
10.2307/1586468.

Curtis J. 1834. British entomology. London: Richard & John
E. Taylor.

Dash M. 2011. Tulipomania: the story of the World’s most
coveted Flower and the extraordinary passions it aroused.
New York: Three Rivers Press.

de Bry T. 1612. Florilegium novum. Oppenheim: J.T. de Bry.

de Busbecq OG. 1595. Legationis Turcicae Epistolae qua-
tuor. Antwerp: Plantin.

De Koning J, van Uffellen G, Zemanek A, Zemanek B. 2008.
Drawn after nature. The complete botanical watercolours
of the 16th-century Libri Picturati. Zeist: KNNV
Publishing.

de Lobel M, Pena P. 1576. Plantarum seu Stirpium Historia.
Antwerp: Plantin.

der Ploeg Dte V. 1988. Stinzenplanten: bloemenpracht ron-
dom friese stinzen en states [Stinzenplants: floral splen-
dor around Frisian stinzen and estates]. Leeuwarden:
Friese Pers Boekerij.

Dodoens R. 1568. Florum, et coronariarum odoratarumque
nonnullarum herbarum historia. Antwerp: Plantin.

FLORON. 2023. NDFF Verspreidingsatlas; http://versprei
dingsatlas.nl.

Gerard J. 1597. The herball, or generall historie of plantes
[the herbal, or general history of plants]. London: John
Norton.

Gleichman JM. 1972. Een merkwaardige groeiplaats van de
Bostulp bij Groenlo [An atypical growing place for the
wild tulip in Groenlo]. De Levende Natuur. 75
(9):213-215. Amsterdam.

Hagenbach CF. 1821. Tentamen florae Basileensis. Basel:
J. G. Neukirch.

Haverman M, Verhoeff P, van Immerseel R. 2016. De tuin
van Zocher: kwekerij Rozenhagen te Haarlem. Arcadie.
2:10-15.

Henslow JS, Skepper E. 1860. The flora of Suffolk: a catalog
of the plants (indigenous or naturalized), found in a wild
state in the county of Suffolk. London: Simkin &
Marshall.

Hermann P. 1687. Horti academici Lugduno-Batavi catalo-
gus. Leiden: Boutesteyn.

Hind C, Woods M, Warren AS. 1988. Glass houses.
A history of greenhouses, orangeries and conservatories.
Gard Hist. 16(2):202-204. doi: 10.2307/1586972.

Hopper F. 1990. Daniel Marot a French Garden Designer in
Holland in hunt JD. The Dutch Garden in the seven-
teenth century. (WA) (DC): Dumbarton Oaks.

Houttuyn M. 1780. Natuurlyke historie: of, Uitvoerige bes-
chryving der dieren, planten, en mineraalen [Natural
history: or extensive description of animals, plants and
minerals]. Amsterdam: F. Houttuyn.

Hunt JD, Willis P. 1988. The genius of the place: the English
landscape garden 1620-1820. Cambridge (MA): MIT Press.

Johnson L. 2019. Pieter de la Court van der Voort and
innovations in pineapple cultivation in early
Eighteenth-century gardens. Gard Hist. 47(1):23-41.

Kops J, van Hall HC. 1828. Flora Batava Vol. 5. Amsterdam:
J. C. Sepp en zoon.


https://doi.org/10.2307/4048315
https://doi.org/10.1111/boj.12061
https://clusiuscorrespondence.huygens.knaw.nl/edition/entry/607
https://clusiuscorrespondence.huygens.knaw.nl/edition/entry/607
https://doi.org/10.2307/1586468
https://doi.org/10.2307/1586468
http://verspreidingsatlas.nl
http://verspreidingsatlas.nl
https://doi.org/10.2307/1586972

Kowarik I, Wohlgemuth JO. 2006. Tulipa sylvestris (lilia-
ceae) in Northwestern Germany: a non-indigenous spe-
cies as an indicator of previous horticulture. Pol Bot Stud.
22:317-331.

Kuijlen J, Oldenburger-Ebbers CS, Wijnands DO. 1991.
Paradisus Batavus, Bibliografie van plantencatalogi van
onderwijstuinen, particuliere tuinen en kwekerscollecties
in de Noordelijke en Zuidelijke Nederlanden (1550--
1839) [Paradisus Batavus: bibliography of plant catalo-
gues from research gardens, private garden and growers’
collections in the Northern and Southern Netherlands
(1550 - 1839)]. Wageningen: Pudoc.

Kuiper Y, Cuperus S. 2020. Dekema State Jelsum. Biografie
van een landgoed [Dekema State Jelsum, biography of an
estate]. Gorredijk: Noordboek.

Leslie M. 2015. A cultural history of gardens in the Medieval
age. London: Bloomsbury Publishing.

Linnaeus C. 1737. Hortus Cliffortianus. Amsterdam. De
Lobel M, Pena P. 1571. Stirpium Adversaria Nova.
Antwerp: Plantin.

Linnaeus C. 1745. Flora Suecica. Stockholm: Laurentius
Salvius.

Linnaeus C. 1753. Species Plantarum. Stockholm: Impensis
Laurentii Salvii.

Loudon JC. 1826. An encyclopedia of gardening. 4th ed.
London: Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green.

Malcolm W. 1778. A catalogue of hot-house and green-
house plants fruit and forest trees, flowering shrubs,
herbaceous plants, trees and kitchen garden seeds, per-
ennial and annual flowers, garden mats and tools.
London: W. Malcom.

Meese D. 1760. Flora Frisica: of, Lyst der planten welke in de
provintie Friesland in het wilde gevonden worden; waar
by gevoegt is een korte beschryvinge van boovengen-
oemde landschap[Flora Frisica: list of plants which
became wild in the province of Friesland: attached with
a short description of the landscape]. Franeker:].Brouwer.

Morrison R. 1669. Praeludia botanica. London: Tho.
Roycroft.

Morrison R. 1715. Plantarum Historiae Universalis
Oxoniensis Seu Herbarum Distributio Nova Vol. 1.
Oxford: Theatro Sheldoniano and London: Paul and
Isaac Vaillant.

Oeder GC. 1770. Flora Danica. Vol. 3. Copenhagen: Méller.

Offerhaus A, Stefanaki A, van Andel T. 2023. The “true
boerhaave herbarium”: an analysis of the specimens of
Herman boerhaave (1668-1738) contained in the Van
Royen collection at naturalis. Bot Lett. 170(1):99-109.
doi: 10.1080/23818107.2022.2114545.

Oldenburger C. 2010. Park Randenbroek: cultuurhistorische
inzichten en richtlijnen, in Oldenburgers historische tui-
nen. Amsterdam: Oldenburgers historische Tuinen
Amsterdam.

Pavord A. 2019. The tulip: the story of a flower that has
made men mad. London: Bloomsbury Publishing.

Pourchasse P. 2006. Le commerce du Nord Les échanges
entre la France et 'Europe septentrionale au XVIIIe siécle
[Northern Trade Trade between France and Northern
Europe in the 18th century][dissertation]. Rennes:
Presses universitaires de Rennes.

Radetzky R. 2021. Tuinarchitect Lucas Pieters Roodbaard
(1782-1851) en de landschapsstijl [Garden planner Lucas
Pieters Roodbaard (1782 - 1851) and the landscape style].
Gorredijk: Noordboek.

Rakow DA, Lee SA. 2015. Western botanical gardens: his-
tory and evolution. Hortic Rev. 43:269-310.

BOTANY LETTERS 19

Roding M, Theunissen H. 1993. The tulip: a symbol of two
nations. Utrecht: M. Th. Houtsma Stichting.

Salmon W, van der Gucht M. 1710. Botanologia, the English
herbal, or history of plants. London: I. Dawks.

Scott B, Pickering V, Coulton R, Nyhan J, Carine M. 2025.
Collecting and cataloguing the world: the botanical col-
lections of Hans Sloane (1660-1753). Syst Biodiv. 23
(1):2455440. doi: 10.1080/14772000.2025.2455440.

Soldano A. 2001. La provenienza delle raccolte dell’erbario
di Ulisse Aldrovandi [The origin of the collection of the
herbarium of Ulisse Aldrovandi], Volumi III e IV. Atti
dellIVSLA Classe de Scienze fisiche. Matematiche
e Naturali. 160:1-248.

Soldano A. 2002. La provenienza delle raccolte dell’erbario
di Ulisse Aldrovandi, Volumi V-VI-VII. Atti del'TVSLA,
Classe de Scienze fisiche. Matematiche e Naturali.
159:1-215.

Sowerby J, Smith JE. 1790. English botany, or, coloured
figures of British plants, with their essential characters,
synonyms, and places of growth. London: J. Davis.

Stefanaki A, Walter T, van Andel T. 2022. Tracing the
introduction history of the tulip that went wild (Tulipa
sylvestris) in sixteenth-century europe. Sci Rep. 12
(1):9786. doi: 10.1038/s41598-022-13378-9.

Stikvoort EC, van Wijngaarden W, Meininger PL. 2017.
Bostulpen in Zeeland; heden en verleden [Wild tulips in
Zeeland; present and past]. Basisdocument. FLORON
district 17 (Zeeland). Goes: FLORON.

Stocklin J, de Vos JM. 2022. Carl Friedrich Hagenbach (-
1771-1849) und seine “Basler Flora“im historischen
Kontext. Bauhinia. 28:87-102.

Te Beest M, Le Roux JJ, Richardson DM, Brysting AK,
Suda J, Kube$ova M, Pysek P. 2012. The more the better?
The role of polyploidy in facilitating plant invasions. Ann
Bot. 109(1):19-45. doi: 10.1093/aob/mcr277.

Thacker C. 1985. The history of gardens. Berkeley and Los
Angeles (CA): University of California Press.

Tonckens H, Leurs W, Hoeksema R. 2020. Basisgids
Stinzenplanten [Basic guide for stinzenplants]. Zeist:
KNNYV Uitgeverij.

van de Passe C. 1614. Hortus Floridus. Arnhem: Ioannes
Ianssonius.

van der Spoel-Walvius MR. 2012. Order Roodbaard:
Bestellingen door L.P. Roodbaard bij de firma Wijbren
Krijns & Co [Order Roodbaard: orders from L.P.
Roodbaard at the Wijbren Krijns & Co firm]. Cascade
Bull voor tuinhistorie. 21(1):38-49.

Van Gelder E, Peters N. 2023. Flora Batava 1800-1934 De
wilde planten van Nederland. Tielt: Lannoo.

van Lunteren H. 18192. Catalogus van Vaste Planten voor de
volle grond welke te bekomen zijn bij H. en D. van
Lunteren, bloemisten en boomkwekers in Flora’s Hof te
Utrecht [Catalogue of perennials for the full ground
which can be obtained from H. and D. van Lunteren,
flowerist and tree growers in the Flora’s Hof in Utrecht].
https://edepot.wur.nl/139313.

Waanders W. 2000. Drie generaties van Lunteren aan de
Servetstraat te Utrecht bekwaam in het kweken van
bomen en gewassen, aanleggen van parken en het bou-
wen van huizen [Three generations of van Lunteren at the
Servet street in Utrecht skilled in the cultivation of trees
and plants, laying down of parks and building of houses].
Cascade. 9:5-33.

Woerdeman T. 2009. Stinzenplanten in de tuinhistorie.
[Stinzenplants in the garden history]. In VanderDoes A
Holwerda J, editors. Tuingeschiedenis in Nederland.
Utrecht: Matrijs; p. 147-155.


https://doi.org/10.1080/23818107.2022.2114545
https://doi.org/10.1080/14772000.2025.2455440
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-13378-9
https://doi.org/10.1093/aob/mcr277
https://edepot.wur.nl/139313

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Results and discussion
	The Netherlands before 1753
	The Netherlands after 1753
	The German-speaking area
	England
	Scandinavia
	Link between historical occurrence and present-day distribution in the Netherlands

	Conclusion
	Acknowledgments
	Disclosure statement
	ORCID
	Author contributions
	Data availability statement
	References

