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DISCOVEITY Oi.''l'IIi' GJJNUS CIi.\I''I1PUS IOl{SI'ER IN
AMiiRICA, AND THE DESCRIPTION OF A

NEW SPECIES.

BY WT'I. II. ASH\IEAD, WASHING'ION, D. C,

-In r878 Dr. Arnold Forster, iu his " I(leine Monographie ", erected

many new genera in the family Chalcidide that have been either over-

looked by subsequerlt entomologists, or, at lea.st, not included in any

recent tables of the genera of this family, amongst which is a genus

he calls Cratcellus, placed by him in the Tetrastichoide, and which I am

pleased to announce also occrlrs in Arnerica.
The genus has only recently been recognized by me in a re-study of a

minute chalcid sent to me some years ago by *y Canadian frienris,
Messrs. James Fletcher and W. Hague Harringtor-r, of Ottawa, who reared

it from a DipteroLrs Jarva destroying the seeds of the " Canada

Thistle" (Cirsiam aruensei scop.), and to which I gave the MS' name

So/enottr.s -Fletc/terii, althor.rgh at the time I felt satisfied it was improperly
placed in this Thomsonia,n genus, as I wrote : " This species exhibits
strong'l'etrastichjd afirnities, and the genus, if properly recognized, may

ultimately be assigned a position in that sub family."
It is a singular fact, and another illustration of the uniformity. of habits

of the species of a genus, that CratrePus aguisgranenszi, Forster, the

ty.pe of the genus, and the only other species known, rvas reared by

l-orster from Cirsiutn /anceololzrm.

The description of the Canadian species is as follows :-
Cratcepus F/etc/terii, sp. n.

t .-Length, 2 mm. j ovipositor half tlie length of the abdomen.
Black, shining ; sutures of trochanters, apex of femora, front tibia, except
extreme tips, apex of middle tibi:e, hind tibia', except a blotch at the

middle, and the basal joint of all tarsi, dark honey-yellow I rest of legs

black. The front femola are lengthened and abnormally thickened,
markedly contrasting rvith the slender and shorter middle femora, while
the front tibire are remarkably short, and slightly dilated. The verv

short, black antenne are inserted low dorvn on the face, apparently only

7-jointed, but in reality S-jointed, the terminal joint being very minute.
Ilead transverse, a little rvider than the collar, the face short; collar large
transverse quadrate dorsally, obliquely declining towards the head;
mesonotum somelvhat broader than the collar, fletabove) with two distinct
furrows and a depression on its disk; scutellum broader than long wit[
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two grooved lines. Wings as in Tetrastic/ttrs, lhe nervures, except the
submarginal, dark fuscous. Abdomen sessile, depressed above, boat-
shaped beneath and terminating in a strong ovipositor that is fully half
the length of the abdomen.

Hab.-Ottawa, Canada.
Bred by l"letcher and Harrington fron Dipterous larvee, destroying

the seeds of Cirsium aruense. Scoo.

CNICUS DISCO]-OR AS AN INSECT TRAP.
Bv 1'V. S. BLAf'CHLEY, TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA.

It is a rvell knorvn fact that certain plants, as Si/ene antirrhina, L.,
and aliied species, exudr- a sticky, viscid substance on stalk or peduncle
for the pur:pose of pleventing ants, small beetles, and other honey-loving
intmders, rvhich are too small to aid effectively in fertilization, from
creeping up to tire tlon'er and robbing the honey-glands of their precious
nectar. Other prlants, as the Sundervs, Drosera rolundifolia, L . etc.,
excrete a similar snbstance with rvhich they attract insects, which are

caught and afterlvards utilized as food by the plant. '
Rut no o-oe, as far as the u'riter can ascertain, has called attention to

the fact that one of our common thistles, Cnicus discolor, Gray, bas along
the midcile of the olrter sr-rrface of each of its ir-rvolucral scales a large
gland rvhose viscid secretion is poured forth in abundance and is especi-
ally artractive to certairr species of irrsects. It is true that Dr. Gray in
his Synoptical FIora, p. 402, mentions these glands and nses their presence

or absence as ciraracters to aid in the detennination of species, but he
says nothing of the substance rvhich they secrete.

On various occasions in the autumn of r8gr, numerous insects were
observed by the rvriter crot'ded about the lower involucral scales of the

thistle mentioned, where tl'rey were evidently attracted by the excretion
there found. A closer examination always revealed that a number of the
smaller ones were prisoners, their feet having become entangled in the
viscid excretion, rvhicir had held them frrmly, much asthe pollen grains of
A:cleisias hold at times our conmon honey bee.

On Sept. r4 man,v flies and a nnmber of specimens of a small green

6eer\e, Diabrotica. lottgicontis, Say, which feeds upon thc polien of the
thistle flolvers, rvele foLrnd thus entangled and lvere dead, as were also
three specimens of P/talangidce. A number of them were so dry as to
crumble into porvderrvhen touched, shorving that they had been prisoners




