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Case of Hydrophobia, successfully treatedpy the Scutellaria
JlateriJiora. 15y Pr- * iske.

MRS, H?. belonging te this town, (Montague, Mass.) ©ofa

healthy constitution, twenty-four years ©f age, was bitten
on the 5th day of July last by 2 puppy four months old, sup-
posed by herself and her friends to be mad. The fOllOWil’lg
were the marks he showed of rabies: On Saturda}' the 3d he
refused his accustomed food appeared stupid and gickly, head
and ears hanging dOWl’l, and showed no disposition for playful_
ness. On the 4th' still refused to eat; his eyes were red, dull’
and full of tears, and his mouth covered with apparently tough
and frothy slime. He frequently staggered and fell down;
sometimes started up quick, and attempted to yuyn, but could
not get straight forward; took little notice of gp., thing; teo-
wards evening Snapped at ObjeCtS, but never barked. On
Monday morning be became furious; xun at eyery thing that
came 1n his gy, and gttempted t° bite; = length actually did
bite the 1ady above mentioned on the ball of the thumpb, making

four incisions through the skin. He was then immediately
killed. On the same day she sent for pe, and I advised the

immediate use of the Scullcap : but, not having any on hand,

I was Only able to procure some Of another person, Which had

been gathered twe years before, and had lain exposed te the
open alr in a ppox, with directions to give it every other day, 2=

in a few days, with no unpleasant symptoms. But, o= the fif-

teenth day after the pite, she felt a Slight pain °* itChiIlg in the
part bitten, which soon became a little elevated , and a circum-

scribed inflamed spot, about the size of a sixpence, arose, and

extended over the cicatrix of one of the marks of the dog's

teeth. Soon gafterwards, she felt a fixed pain in the yrigt,

which extended to her elpow, and ghortly increased g$nd reached

?0 her ghoulder; wandering pains ir her back and joiptg sue-

ceeded ;, she felt a painful and gtrange sensation in bejr head,
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and sometime” also a giddiness, se that she could not walk
straight forwards. = She now complained ©f lassitude, with
stricture and heaviness in her hreast, accompanied With gifficulty
of breathing.

On perceiving these alarming Symptoms, I concluded that

the plant had lost its virtues by age and gypogure, and endea-

voured to procure Some of recent grOWth, which fortunately I
obtained, and in blossom. Of this I ordered a strong decoction
to be taken immediately, in doses of half-a-pint each, four times
a-day ; to be guspended every ©ther day, 2and = table-spoonful
of flowers of sulphur, in new qilk, to be taken in its stead. For
the greater precaution, ! also punctured the bitten pap¢ which
leaves of the plant, which I renewed once every four or six
hours.

On the sixteenth day, symptoms were but little abated, and
her pulse somewhat depressed’ but she had Slept .rnore quiet]_Y.
The seventeenth, the painl excepting in her wrist and head,
had subsided ; the bite had lost its rednegs, and she had slept
still better. Omn the eighteenth, she said she felt quite well,

wound two days 1onger, when it hegled, and she left it off} but

continued to take the decoction, though with diminished
strength, three weeks Jonger; but has experienced »° pain or
unpleasant semsation since the ejghteenth day, enjoying hef
usual good health, and going about her domestic labours as
formerly.

The above symptoms were noted down at the time of their
appearance. Mrs. H. is by no means Of a nervous tempera-

ment, but resolute; and she followed my prescription with
much confidence.*

Montague, Massachusetts; August 22, 1819.

*

We adduce these cases in detgi], in addition to our former observations on
this subject, from the consideration, that more precise accounts than general

statements are pecessary il order to satisfy the enquiries of medical practitioners
on so important a SU.bjeCt. These cases are the only ones which are detailed in

a gatisfactory manner; and, we must remark) they have more Of the character pf
tetanus than of hydrophobia. ?Edit.



