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A11'1'. XXVII.-Note on a Regular DimeroU8 Flbwer of Oypripe­
dium candidumj by ABA GRAY. 

Mr. J. A. Paine, Jr., of New York, who two ,ears ago de­
tected an interesting monstrosity of Pogonia ophtoglossoide8, haa 
now brought to me, preserved in spirit, a monstrous blossom of 
Oypripedium cClndidum, which demands a record. 

The plant bears two Bowers: the axillary one is normal i tbe 
terminal one exhibits the following peculiarities. The lower 
part of' the bract forms a sheath which encloses the ovary. The 
labellum is wanting i and there are two sterile stamens, the BU' 

Jlernul1lerary one being opposite the other, i. e., on the side or 
the style where the labellum belongs. Accordingly the first im­
pression would be that the Iabellum is bere transformed into a 
sterile stamen. The latter, however, agrees with the normal 
sterile stamen in its insertion as well 8S in shape, being eguaIly 
adnate to the base of the style. Moreover the nnteposed sepal 
is exactly like the other, has a good midrib and an entire point • 
.As the two sterile stamens are anteposed to the two sepals, 80 
are the two fertile stamens to the two petals, and the latter are 
&dnate to the Atyle a little higher than th~ former. The style 
is longer than usual, is straight nnd erect i the broad, disciform 
sti~ma therefore faces npwaras j it is oval and symmetrical, and 
a hght groove across its middle shows it to be dimerous. The 
placental, accordingly, are only two. The groove on the stigma 
and the placental are in line with the fertile stamens. 

Here, tberefore, is a symmetrical and complete, regular, but 
dimerous orehideous Hower, the first verticil of stamens not an­
theriferous, tbe second antheriferous, the carpels alternate with 
these j and here we have clear (and perhaps the first direct) de­
monstration that the orchideous type of Hower has two stamineal 
verticils, as Brown always insisted. 




