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VII. A;t account of the ejfe5is of the Afiragains
exfeapus Linn, in the cure of the Venereal pjf»
eafe ; in a letter--- fyom A. Crichton, M- D. to
Chr. Girtanner, M. D. correfpondtng memoer

of the Royal Society at Gottingen.  Tranjlated
from the German.

A S you feem, my dear friend, yery anxious
JT1L to get information concerning the ufe and
effedts of the aftragalus exfcapus, and have re-
quefted ™e to fend you my notes of the cafes in
which I faw it employed, during my (lay 2t
Vienna, I communicate them to yoy with great
pieafure. 1 am fearful, however, that the cafes will
not gppear t° ydu fufficiently accurate, 2s I had
not time to write down the daily changes produced
by the remedy, and have omitted to mention in
my journal tPe temperament and habit of hogy
of the feveral patients. You will find nothing
more than their ages, their fymptoms at the time
of their admiffion into the hofpita]l, the length
of time the medicine was employed, and the
effects which might fairly be attributed to its ufe.

*

This letter is extra&ed from the firft volume of a trea-

tifc on the venereal {ifeafe, by Dr- Girtanner, 1ate1y publifh-
?d at Gottingen, See the catalogue of books.
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Before 1 give you thefe brief notes of the
cafes in queftion, permit me firft to premife
a few obfervations on the hiftory of the re-
medy, on the circumftances that led to a more
accurate trial of its effectsl and the manner in
which it was employed in all the inftances

here related.

This-plant, Hll of late, was equally wn-
known to phyficians and botanifts. Linn®us,
it is trye, mentions i, but without deferr-
ing j_tl having never feen the plant_ Dr. Jac-
quin, profeffor ©Ff botany at Vienna, means,
however, as he informed me in a converfa-
tion I had with him Jately (in May 1787) o=»
this fybjedt, foon to publilh = figure and de-
feription ©f this plantt,

So far as I can learn it was profeffor Win-
terl, at Peft, who firft made known the anti-
venereal powers of this remedy. SOME years
ago he wrote word to his friends in Vienna,

that on the borders of Hungary a domeftic

*

In a fafciculus of Profeffor Jacquins's Icones Plantarum
variorum, pubhfhcd fince the date mentioned by br. Crich-

ton, we find « figure Of the ajlragalus exfeapus, (which is co-
pied by Dr- Girtanner in the work from which the prefent

article is extraged) with a reference to the fecond volume of

his collettanea, inwhich we may expett 2 botanical defeription
of the plant. Editor.

remedy
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remedy, which confifted of. a decodtion of the

aftragalus exfcapus, v2s employed Witha yery
g’ood effed’ in the cure of the venereal dif-

eafe. Baron Stoerck, on hearing this, was
defirous that Dr. Quarin, as direftor of the

general hofpitalat Vienna, fhould make fomeex-
periments with this plant, in order to afcertain its
effedts with greater accuracy. # ftiort accounc of
thefirft three cafes in which it was tried, isto be

Quarin, under the title of Apimadverjiones

practice in diverfog morbos.
In the feledtion of patients, for chefe experi-

ments, fuch Only were admitted as declaredl
that before their coming to the hofpital they
had made ufe of no remedy for the venereal
difeafe ; but in cafes of this fort, in pofpitals, as
you well know’ we cannot truft implicitly to the
affertions of the patients.

They were all of them under the care of Drs.
Quarin and Zeller; and where no contra-indi-

cations were prefent, were allowed a full and

nourifhing diet. The apartment in which they
were placed wes large, and Ilofty, and the air
was frequently renewed. In the winter it was
kept warm py means of a ftove ; and during the
treatment the patients were not permitted to go
out of the room.

In
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In all thefe cafes the aftragalus was pre-

scribed in the manner following :
Radicis Aftragali exfcapi cime,
femiff.
Coque in agua? purse unc- qnin—
decim, donee libra fuperfit. Su-r
mat geger tepide mane, ac vef-
peri.

Of the following hiftories of cafes the firft
four are copied from the regifter belonging to
the hofpital; of the other fix I was myfelf
an eye-yitnels.

CASE 1.

A woman, forty years old, was admitted
into the fhofpital, July 26, 1785. She had
two venereal nodes o the left parieta] bone,
and both were in a ftate of ulceration. She
had alfo another confiderable node on the left
tibia, but which was not yet ulcerated. She
took a dofe of purgative fait, and afterwards

began with the aftragalus exfeapus, prepared
in the manner above defcribed. She continued
the ufe of this medicine morning and evening,
till the firft of September, when fhe was dif-
charged from the hofpital, cured. The two
ulcerated nodes, during the treatment, were

dreffed fimply Wwith digeftive ointment.
The
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The node on the tibia gradually diminished

and had entirely difappeared Pefore fhe qyjt-

ted the hofpital. The patient fweated pro-
fufely during the whole of the time fhe took

the medicine.

CASE II.

A woman, twenty years old, was admitted

into the fofpital September the 20th, 1785,
She had two venereal nOdes, one on the tibial

the other on the forehead, but neither of them
was ulcerated. She left the hofpital o11 the gth of

December following, thoroughly cured; and
during this time had taken nothing but the
decoftion of aftragalus_ At firft it purged
her violently, but this effe<st foon went off;
and afterwards, till the end of the tregtpent,

ih-7? voided a greater quantity of urine than

uiual.

CASE III.

A woman, twenty vyears old, was admitted

into the hofpital, Oftober the gth, 1785,
She had a venereal tophus o» ome tibia, and
venereal blotches on the face. On the 19th of
November, ©of the fame year, fhe was difcharg-
ed, cured. This patient likewife took no-

thing
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thing but the aftraga_lus; and it Teemed to
-increafe the fecretion of urine Confiderably,

CASE 1IV.

A girl, fifteen years old, was admitted into

the hofpital, May 14, 1786, She had a

gonorrhoea, and two tOphl on the tibia of one

foot. She took a faline purge, and after-

wards the decoction of aftragalus, without

any other remedY. She perfevered in its ufe
till the 18th of Julyl on which day fhe was

difcharged, thoroughly cured.

CASE V.

A woman, twenty-nine" years o0ld, came
into the hofpital, November ,q 1786, with,
a  gonorrhoea, two  large  condylomata:
on the labia pudendi’ two  buboes, and a
tophus on the os frontis. She immediately

began taking the decodtion of aftragalus, and
during the firft three weeks it fweated her pro-

fufely_ After this fhe got the itch; but this

did not prevent her continuing the ufe of the

aftragalus tl January 29, 1787, o=» which
day fhe was difcharged, cured.

CASE
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CASE VI.

Magdalena Jaeger, eighteen years old,
was admitted into the hofpita], o2 the 25th of
January, 1787. She had a gonorrhoea, ©on-

dylomata o= the labia pudendi, fwelling ©f

the inguinal glands, and the itch. She be-

gan the life of the decoftion of aftragalus the
evening fhe was admitted, and continued it
till the firft- of March following, when fhe
left the hofpital perfectly cured. She fweated
profufely during the cure. She took no other
medicine than the aftragalus.

CASE VIL

Sufanna Caton, thirty-feven vyears old,
came into the pofpital, February 8, 1787.
Slue had a gonorrhoea, and = fmall node on the

os frontis. After ejght days ufe Of the aftra-
galus, the node was almofl entirely gone,
but the gonorrhoea remained as before. She
fweated profufely, and the fweat had- a ftrong

and difagreeable fmell. Some days after this
fhe contracted the jtch; but fhe flill conti-

nued the ufe of the deco&ion of aftragalus,
and both the gonorrhoea and the itch fee*med
Vol. IX. ParT IV. g F to
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to be better, as lhe was {difchrfged May 2,
at her own requeft.

CASE VIII.

Jofeph Koening, aged twenty-feven years,
came into the hofpital, April 26, 1787. He

had a 1arge’ painful tophus on the radius of
the left arm, which was already in part ul-

cerated ; another wulcerated tophus on the
middle of the eighth rib of the left fige,
and a third on the left clavicle. He imme-
diately began With the defoflion ©of aftraga-
lug, and fome of it was applied alio to the
ulcers. Before the 2ifb of Jypne the tophi
were thoroughly gone, @nd the ulcers healed,
fo that he was difmifled cured. In this cafe,
during the treatment, the urinary fecretion,
was greatly increafed.

CASE IX.

Anna Straffer, forty-four years old, <=ame
into the hofpital, April 18, 1787. Her face
and head were completely covered with a
dry, brown, fcaly eruption, which, from her
own gccaunt, and from her mode of life,
were fuppofed to be venereal. She had like-
wife a  gonorrhoea. Slic continued the

ufe
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ufe of the aftragalus for feveral weeks,
without the. lead diminution of the eruptioq".

altho' the gonorrhoea gradually weme off. Her
hair was now cut Off, and her head covered

with cloths dipped in a decoé6tion of aftraga-
lus. A flight fuppuration te°k place under the
fcales, which wexe fpft, and gradually fell
off; andfheleft the hofpita], cured, June the 4th,

1787-
When one reads thefe cafes, and obferves

the excellent effe&s the aftragalus produced
in them, it feems to be a very Vvaluable re-
medy . In not one Of them did it prove in-
efficacious. There are, however, =t Vienna,
fome phyficians Who have not been equally
fuccefsful with it in their experiments; and Pro-
feffor Hunczowiky has affured pe, that in
his own private practice he has ufed a confi-
derable quantity ©f this roor, but has feen no
good eftedts from j;' and therefore has never
perfevered in its ufe Jonger than a fortpight,

In one cafe I myfelf have feen it admini-
ftered without ,p. effect.  Still this proves,
in my opinion, nothing againft the antive-
nereal power ©f this remedy; for 1lam con-
vinced, that in tks cafe the principal fymp-

tpms, at the time the 4ftragalys was had re-
3 F o2 courf?
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courfe g 1 were not fo much OWiI’lg to the ve-

nereal VirU.S, as to an improper ufe of rneis

cury.

CASE X.

A woman, forty years old, was admitted into*
the pofpital, in the peginning ©f December,
1786. The tonfils and uvula were entirely der
ftroyed; the bones of the nofe were ¢arious, and
the fores difcharged = thin, 1ill-conditioned,
bloody matter. She had been twice fglivated,
and during the falivation the extent of the ul-
cers had diminiflied. By the ufe of the de-
co&ion of aftragalus fhe feemed at firft to mend,
as the ulcers looked better and redder, and began
to heal. But thefe good effe&s were not long
and the difeafe after this feemed to

apparent,
be at a (land’ or at leaft mended extremely

flowly, till the end of Auguft, 1787, at which
time I quitted Vienna.

The aftragalus, belides its anti-venereal pro-
perties, is faid to poflefs other s which render it
very important to phyj_j_cians, but which I have
had ne opportunity ©f afcertaining by my ow=
experience, namely, I8 good effects in rheu-
matic, and (fometimes very improperly fo called)

gouty pains. Profeffor Hunczowfky, who, as
* I have
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I have a]_ready obferved, will allow no antive-
nereal property t° the aftragalus, aflures o,
however, that in complaints of the kindjuft now
mentioned, he has often experienced the m.ofl
ftriking good effects from the ufe of this re-
medy .

This is all I have feen or heard of for or
againft the eftedts of the aftragalus exfcapus; and
I have no doubt but yoy Will jgree With me in
Opil’liOl’l, that this new remedyl altho' it may not
be an actual fpecific for the lues yeperea~ de-

ferves, however, to be confidered as -a valuable

addition to the Materia Medica.



